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ZDZISLAW J. KAPERA

JOZEF TADEUSZ MILIK
"THE SCROLLERY’S FASTEST MAN WITH A FRAGMENT

Jozef Tadeusz Milik was born in Seroczyn (near Sokotow Podlaski,
Poland) on March 24, 1922. He was able to finish secondary school at
the outbreak of the second world war the Gimnazjum im. B. Prusa,
Siedice!. He entered the Roman Catholic seminary in Plock; however,
unable to study there because the war started in September 1939, he
was transferred to the Warsaw seminary in 1940. In 1944 he was
admitted to the Catholic University in Lublin? and studied both the
theology and Polish language. In 1946 he was ordained® and received

L Cf. L. Stefaniak, Les recherches polonaises sur les textes et la doctrine de Qumrin
[in:] Les sciences bibliqgues en Pologne aprés la guerre (1945-1970), Varsovie 1974,
Académie de Théologie Catholique, pp. 245—274, and aspecially & 3. La vie et P'activité
scientifique de Jozef Tadeusz Milik et la bibliographie de ses travaux, pp. 256—274.

27.T. Milik applied for admission to the Catholic University in Lublin on Oct. 20,
1944. Only a few weeks later was he able to present a letter of recommendation from the
Rev. Wactaw Milik (his uncle) to the Rector of the University. A letter of the Rev. F. de
Ville, Administrator of the Warsaw Archdiocese, to the Rectorate of the Catholic
University in Lublin is dated Dec. 4, 1944. It confirms that J. T. Milik finished four years
of study at the Warsaw Seminary in June 1944 and states that ,,According to
information collected abouth him [i.e. J. T. Milik] he is an extremely talented student,
especially in the field of philology”. The sender recommends J. T. Milik to the ,special
care” of the University authorities. A final, formal record of the results of J. T. Milik’s
studies at the seminary arrived as late as June 6, 1946. It is amazing to the same mark for
each of the seventeen different theological and philological subjects ,,EMINENTER”!
All four documents are preserved in the Archive of the Katolicki Universytet Lubelski
[quoted below AKUL].

3 According to L. Stefaniak (op. cit., p. 257) the ordination took place in Warsaw
on June 30, 1946.



