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dynastique, et peut-etre meme au declin de la phase de Nagada f 3
. Cela ne veut 

pas pourtant dire que le roi existait alors en tant qu'institution politique, ou 
qu'il y avait l'etat centralise, gouverne par un souverain. II semble qu'il faut 
donner raison aux chercheurs qui ne voient pas dans le Jin de Gebelein, si sa 
datation est juste, de rapports avec !'institution sociale du royaume, mais font 
bien remarquer I' apparition des formes symboliques qu' on retrouve plus tard 
dans l'iconographie du souverain. II existerait done deux solutions concernant 
I' origine de I' etat et du royaume en Egypte: des administrations locales petites 
mais complexes et des unites territoriales plus grandes qui ont ete creees et ont 
evolue dans la meme periode 34

. 

Freie Universitf:1.t Berlin 
B g•i2 

33 Williams, Logan,op. cit.,p.272. 
34 Baines, op. cit., p. 98. 
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Documents preserved at the Cracow Branch of the Archives of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences (henceforth the Archives) are collected in three 
departments: I - materials of the Scientific Society of Cracow, the Academy 
of Sciences and Letters, the Polish Academy of Sciences and Letters and other 
learned societies; II- documents of the Cracow Branch of the Polish Academy 
of Sciences and of other Cracow agencies of the Polish Academy of Sciences; 
ill - papers of scholars and scientists 1. Each of the departments contains some 
records connected with Oriental studies, but department ill is the richest in this 
respect. 

The Archives have almost 130 collections of papers of scholars re­
presenting various disciplines. They are in large part the papers of eminent 
linguists. This group includes the papers of scholars who made particularly 
valuable contributions to the Polish Oriental studies, such as Jan Grzego­
rzewski (1849-1922), Wladyslaw Kotwicz (1872-1944), Tadeusz Kowalski 
(1889-1948), Marian Lewicki (1908-1955), Tadeusz Lewicki (1906-1992), 
Zygmunt Abrahamowicz (1923-1990) and Roman Stopa (1895-1995). The 
collections differ as regards their size and state of classification 2

. This has 
major consequences for the precision of the information given below. Still, 
it seems that even these sometimes incomplete data may be helpful to 
Orientalists and historians of science. 

The scholars mentioned above include Turcologists (T. Kowalski, M. Le­
wicki, Z. Abrahamowicz, J. Grzegorzewski), Arabists (T. Lewicki, T. Ko­
walski), A.fricanists (R. Stopa, T. Lewicki) and specialists in Mongolian 
studies who also pursued wider research into the whole Altaic language family 
(W. Kotwicz, M. Lewicki). Besides their major scholarly pursuits, T. Ko­
walski and ( on a smaller scale) M. Lewicki took occasional interest in Iranian 
studies, and W. Kotwicz, in Turcology. 

1 Cf Pr=ewodnik po =espolach i =biorach Archiwum PAN, Warszawa 1978. 
2 The Definitive form is the inventory. The papers are being classified in accordance with the 

rules set down in Wytyc=ne opracowania spusci=n archiwalnych po uc=onych, Warszawa 1990. 
Cf. E. D z i u r z y n s k a, Spusci=ny orientalist6w w =biorach Odd=ialu PAN w Krakowie, 
"Biuletyn Archiwalny PAN" No. 36 (1995), pp. 3-12. 
4 - Folia Orientalia 
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The collections of papers presented here mostly consist of material con­
cerning scholarship. There are many studies, usually published or prepared for 
publication, which reflect their authors' particular interests. A large part of 
these texts concern_T~:cology, especially the Kipchak language. Research on 
that language was m1t1ated by one of the founders of Polish Orientalism Jan 
Grzegorzewski\ having first seen the Orient as a press correspondent d~ring 
the_ Russo-Turkish war of 1877-1878, he became an untiring propagator of 
Oriental problems. Towards the end of his life he settled at Halicz where he 
s~died th~ history, culture and lan~age o~ the local Karaites, who spoke a 
K1pe:hak dialect. The Grzegorze~sk1 coll~ctl?n, :nodest in size, includes only 
one incomplete text on the subJect4, but 1s nch m "Karaite" field data. After 
Grzego~~wski's ?eath the study_ofKipchak ?ialects was continued by Tadeusz 
Ko_walsk1, an emment Turcolog1st and Arab1st, who held the Chair of Oriental 
Philology of the J~giellonian U~iversity in th~ ):'ears 1919-1948. His many 
works on the Kara1te language mclude "Kara1m1Sche Texte im Dialekt von 
Troki", one of his greatest scholarly achievements6 . Kowalski also took an 
interest in the Old Turkish language7 and in the Turkish dialects of the Balkan 
Peninsula8

. 

The res~ar~h on Turkish and Tartar history carried out by Zygmunt 
Abrahamow1cz , who worked for many years at the State Archives in Cracow 
an? then from 197? at the Institute of History of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences, was of a different nature. Polish Oriental studies are indebted to him 
first of all for his "Katalog dokument6w tureckich i tatarskich w zbiorach 
polskich" ['Catalogue of Turkish and· Tartar Documents in Polish Collect­
io~s']1°. An if!1portant part of his collection consists of texts concerning the 
Vienna exped1t1on of 1683 and the figure <?f the Grand Vizier Kara Mustafa, 
such as "~ara !"f ~s~fa p~d, Wiedniem. Zr6dla muzulmanskie do dziej6w 
wyprawy w1edensk1eJ 1683 [ Kara Mustafa at Vienna. Muslim Sources for the 
History of the Vienna Expedition of 1683'] 11. 

: Cf T Ko w a Is k i, Kronika'. "Kwattalnik Historyczny" 36 (1922), pp. 275-276. 
. Matenals of Jan Grzegorzewski, sign. K III-6, u. 1 - Cracow Branch of the Archives of the 

Pohs~ Academy ofS~iences (in subsequent references to records in its possesion, the name of the 
Archives will be omitted). 

'. Cf W. Z aj !l. c z k o y,; ski, Bibliograjia prac T. Kowalskiego [in:] Ksii::ga dla uczczenia 
pam1i::c1 Tadeusza Kowalsk1ego [= "Rocznik Orientalistyczny'' 17 (1953)]. 

" Materials ofT. Kowalski, sign. K-III-4, u. 10. 
7 

Together _with Prof Anna-Maria Gabain he edited fragments of Old Turkish manuscripts 
from the collect10ns of the German Academy of Sciences. Ibid., Patt III, u. 27. 

• As above, u. 52 and 53. 
9 

Cf. AS u Ii mow i c z, Bibliography of the Works ofZygmunt Abrahamowicz "Folia 
Orientalia" 30 (1994), pp. 230-236. ' 

111 
Materials of Z. Abrahamowicz. Preliminary list in preparation. 

11 As above. 
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The work of the eminent Altaic scholar Wladyslaw Kotwicz is immensely 
diverse 12

. Kotwicz spent most of his life (until 1923) in Russia. He taught 
Mongolian and Manchurian at Petersburg University while also working in the 
Eastern Section of the Russian Ministry of Finance. After returning to Poland 
he received the Chair of Par Eastern Philology at the Jan Kazimierz University 
in Lvov, which he held until 1939. His primary interest was the Kalmuk 
language and its dialects, but he also devoted much attention to other Altaic 
languages (Mongolic, Turkic and Manchu-Tungus). The works in his pa­
pers include among others "Pr6ba gramatyki mandzurskiej" [' A Manchu 
Grammar'] (u. 42), ''Wstyp do bibliografii literatury europejskiej o Kal­
mukach" ['Introduction to a Bibliography of European Writings on the 
Kalmuks'](u. 33), "Iz istorii dvizheniya Oyratov na zapad" [Rus. 'From the 
History of the Kalmuk Movement to the West'] (u. 15), and "Przyczynki" 
['Small Contributions'], a modest title which conceals studies in Altaic 
linguistics (units 20, 24, 40). There is a curiosity piece called "Grama­
tyka jyzyka rosyjskiego z uwzglydnieniem budowy jyzyka polskiego" 
[' A Grammar of the Russian Language with Regard to the Structure of the 
Polish Language'], a handbook "to facilitate the learning of the structure of 
literary Russian for Poles who might need the information for whatever 
purpose ... " 13

• The date of this work, 1940, is highly significant, as is the place 
where it was written, Vilna, in the vicinity of which (at Czarny B6r) Kotwicz 
was staying at the time. 

Among Wladyslaw Kotwicz's many pupils was Marian Lewicki14, who 
later taught at the Jagiellonian University and became professor and creator of 
the Depa1tment of Philology of Central Asian Peoples at the University of 
Warsaw. His papers contain some studies in Altaic linguistics, such as his 
doctoral disse1tation (u. l); but his habilitation dissertation (u. 8) and most of 
the field data concern the Mongolian language. Lewicki also studied the 
relations between Poland ai!d the East (units 3, 9, 12). Particularly noteworthy 
are his extensive introduction and notes to the first Polish edition of the 
translation of Marco Polo's ''Description of the World" (units 14-19). 

Roman Stopa 15, first a grammar-school teacher and from 1945 a lecturer at 
the Jagiellonian University (Swahili, Hausa, Khoisan), was a precursor of 
African studies in Poland. He was primarily interested in languages whose 
phonetics and grammar exhibited primitive forms of expression. During his 
journey to South Africa he studied mainly the culture and language of the 
Bushmen and Hottentot. 

12 Cf. M. K o t w i c z, Bibliograjia Wladys/a111a Kotlvic=a, "Rocznik Orientalistyczny" 
16 (1950), pp. XXXl-XL Vlll. 

13 Cf. Materials of W. Kowticz, sign. K 111-l 9, u. 36, p. I. 
14 The work of M. Lewicki as a scholar was described by S. Ka l u t. y n ski in his article 

Marian Lewicki, "Przegl<1_d Orientalistyczny" No. I ( 17) ( 1956), pp, 299-312. 
15 The papers are being classified. Bibliography: cf. R. S top a, Spod ch/opskiej str=echy na 

katedrr:_ uniwersytetu. Kartki = ::.ycia c=lo111ieka opflanego 11111:;ykq, poe=jq, wsiq i Buszmenami, 
Krakow 1995, pp. 195-198. 
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Probably the most prolific of all the authors we are dealing with was the 
Arabist and Africanist Tadeusz Lewicki 16

, who took over as head of the 
Department of Oriental Philology of the Jagiellonian University after the death 
of Tadeusz Kowalski. Lewicki wrote over 400 works, some of which are found 
in the Archive collections. Tadeusz Lewicki's work as a scholar concentrated 
mainly on the study of the history of the Islamic Ibadite sect17

, Arabic and 
Hebrew sources for the history of the Slavs and of Central and Eastern 
Europe18, and Arabic sources for the medieval history of sub-Saharan Africa 19. 

Particularly worth mentioning is his book West African Food in the Middle 
Ages (Cambridge University Press, London-New York 1974), which met with 
a lively reception in the world of scholarship (it had eighteen reviews in 
England, France, Germany, Italy, Spain and the USA)2°. 

Also Tadeusz Kowalski devoted much space in his work to Arabic studies, 
in particular, the study of classical Arabic poetry. One fruit was the edition of 
the works ofKa'b ibn Zuhayr, an Arab poet of the pre-Islamic period21

. 

Next to written works, the largest set of documents in the group of scholarly 
materials consists of extremely varied and valuable field data. Pride of place 
among these is held by the papers of Wladyslaw Kotwicz, with their unique 
Kalmuk documents of the 17th century and .impressions of stone inscriptions, 
photographs of Mongolian and Manchurian documents, many photographs 
showing human types, architecture, customs and religious rites. Much of this 
material comes from Kotw.icz's own scientific expeditions, especially those to 
Mongolia. 

The fruits of the scientific expeditions of Tadeusz Kowalski (which 
encompassed Turkey, Anatolia, Bulgaria, Asia Minor and Dobruja) consist of 
uncommonly interesting travel and language notes as well as photographs, 
negatives and glass photographic plates22

. Roman Stopa's expedition to South 
Africa yielded such things as the scores and words of Hottentot songs23

. 

It is also worth mentioning Zygmunt Abrahamowicz's large collection of 
microfilms, negatives and photocopies of Orientalist prints and manuscripts, 
and interesting iconographic material on the Orient (illustrations, postcards, 
calendars). In addition, each of the archival funds presented here contains an 
abundance of typical field data on the topics of research studied by the 
individual scholars. 

16 W. Z aj itc z k ow ski, Bibliographie des travau.x de Tadeusz Lewicki, "Folia Orientalia" 
11 (1969), pp. 7-47; U. Lewi ck a, W. Z a j it c z k ow s k i, Bibliographie des travaux 
de Tadeusz Lewicki pour Jes annees 1970-1992 [ manuscript] and W. Z aj it c z k ow ski, 
U. Lewi ck a, Bibliographie des travau.x de Tadeusz Lewicki, "Rocmik Orientalistycmy" 50, 2 
(1997), pp. 11-53 (covering the years 1929-1992; 476 items) [in press]. 

17 Materials ofT. Lewicki, sign. K III-102, u. 27-30. 
'" As above, u. 38-45. 
19 As above, u. 1-6. 
"' As above, u. 6. 
21 Materials ofTadeusz Kowalski, sign. K III-4, u. 61. 
22 As above, Part III, sign, K III-4, u. 7, pp. 21-26. 
23 Materials of Roman Stopa, sign. K III-125. The papers being classified. 
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Although most of these scholars taught at institutions of higher education, 
lectures form but a very small part of their paper collections24

• Reviews of 
published works are the most numerous in the papers ofTadeusz Kowalski, 
Tadeusz Lewicki and Wladyslaw Kotwicz25

. Two of the collections, those of 
Jan Grzegorzewski and Roman Stopa, include works of a kind not found in the 
others: the former, literary works not necessarily connected with Oriental 
topics, the latter, musical compositions 26

. Notable among scholarly works, 
again, are t~e paiticularly valuable and numerous transla~}?ns of Zygmunt 
Abrahamow1cz and the travel reports ofTadeusz Kowalski- . 

· The group of documents which concern the Orientalists' other occupations 
is only a meagre reflection of their activities. They worked as scholars and 
teachers, organizers of science, editors of scholarly jownals, participants of 
many conferences and congresses and members of learned societies, often 
holding important positions in them (for instance, T. Kowalski was Secretary 
General of the Polish Academy of Sciences and Letters in 1939-1948 and 
W. Kotwicz, Chairman of the Polish Oriental Society in the years 1923-1935 
and 1937-1939). Prominent in this group of records are the abundant 
documents of Wladyslaw Kotwicz from his days at the Russian Ministry of 
Finance (1896-1917), among them, the many unique statistical and economic 
data concerning Mongolia 28

. Among Tadeusz Kowalski's papers, there are 
items showing, albeit in a fragmenta1y way, his activities at the Polish 
Academy of Sciences and Letters and the Jagiellonian University ( especially 
his work as administrator of the Professors' House at No. 1 Lokietka Street in 
Cracow and his function as chairman of the board of the University Printing 
House) and his participation in meetings and conferences 29

. Interesting, too, 
are the records of an exhibition on "Polish-Turkish Relations During the 
Course of History", shown in Ankara and Istanbul in the spring of 1959, which 
was prepared by Zygmunt Abrahamowicz as its director on behalf of the 
Polish Foreign Minist1y30

, material documenting Roman Stopa's efforts to 
create a chair of African studies at the Jagiellonian University and records of 
Tadeusz Lewicki' s activities at the Polish Academy of Sciences31

• 

24 Materials of Wladyslaw Kotwicz, sign. K lll-19, LI. 50-54; Materials ofTadeusz Kowalski, 
sign. K lll-4, u. 65-72; Materials ofTadeL1sz Lewicki, sign. K III-102, u. 66-73; Materials of 
Marian Lewicki, sign. K m-7, u. 23-25 

25 Materials ofTadeusz Kowalski, sign. K 111-4, u. 73-96; Materials ofTadeusz Lewicki, Part 
I, sign. K lll-102, u. 75 and 76, Part II, u. 114-119; Materials of Wladyslaw Kotwicz, sign. K III-
19, u. 49. 

26 Materials of Jan Grzegorzewski, sign. K 111-6, u. 9-15; Materials of Roman Stopa, sign. K 
lll-125 (the papers being classified). 

27 Materials ofZygmunt Abrahamowicz. Preliminary list in preparation; Materials ofTadeusz 
Kowalski, sign. K Ill-4, u. 98-l 02. 

28 Materials of Wladyslaw Kotiwcz, sign. K III-I 9, LI. 94, 97-107. 
29 Materials ofTadeusz Kowalski, sign. K [l[-4, u. 138a; Part ll, LI. 8; Part III, LI. 12-14. 
Jo Materials ofZygmL1nt Abrahamowicz. Preliminary list in preparation. 
JI Materials of Roman Stopa, sign. K-lll-125 (the papers being classified); Materials of 

Tadeusz Lewicki, sign. K 111-102, Part Il, u. 201. 
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The biographical material contained in the collections presented here does 
not make it easy to trace the important stages in the careers of their authors. 
The documents are scarce and fragmentary (usually just one or two items), 
except for the papers ofWladyslaw Kotwicz, Marian Lewicki and possibly also 
Roman Stopa. Particularly noteworthy is W. Kotwicz's collection of 
decorations, which includes among others a rarely found Mongolian order 
called "Erdeni-yin-vacir", whose award was tantamount to a Mongolian 
dukedom, the "Star of Buchara", and the medal awarded by the Petersburg 
Academy of Sciences32

. Further precious items in this group are: records 
of reunions of the eighth fonn of grammar school No. VIlI in Lvov ( e.g. 
an album of caricatures) in the papers ofTadeusz Lewicki, Marian Lewicki's 
notes of Wladyslaw Kotwicz's lectures of 1926-1930, and the memories 
of Roman Stopa; this kind of material is not found in the other paper 
collections33

. 

The sparseness of activity records and biographical material is partly made 
. up for by the rich correspondence, which concerns mainly research _anp 
editorial work, but sometimes also touches on personal matters. We find m 1t 
the names of the greatest Polish and foreign Orientalists (such as A Gawron­
ski, J. Kurylowicz, S. Schayer, Ananiasz and Wlodziinierz ,?'.aj<l_czkows1?, 
F.'Babinger, A Caferoglu, J. Deny, K. Gronbech, Avon Gabam, L. Hamb1s, 
L. Ligeti, B. Nikitin, F. Taeschner), among them also the names of the other 
scholars whose papers are presented here. Particularly copious is the corres­
pondence of Tadeusz Kowalski, which comprises some 4,500 letters, including 
more than 400 letters from Wladyslaw Kotwicz'4 . Many letters of that excellent 
Altaic scholar, with much valuable scientific information, are also preserved 
in the materials of his pupil Marian Lewicki35

. While using the papers of Jan 
Grzegorzewski and Wladyslaw Kotwicz one has to be aware, however, that 
most of their correspondence is to be found in the collections of the Library of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Cracow. 

The groups of records devoted to the o~iginators o! the_ collections the~­
selves or to their families are very few. One includes ob1tuanes ( of W. Kotw1cz 
and M. Lewicki), a bibliography (T. Kowalski's) and some reviews and 
opinions ( concerning works by M. Lewicki and R. Stopa)36

. A second 
comprises fragmentary records of t~e life, ac!ivities and correspon?ence of 
Wladyslaw Kotwicz's daughter Mana, a long-time employee of the Library of 

" Materials ofTadeusz Kotwicz, sign. K lll-19, u. 139. 
33 Materials of Taduesz Lewicki, sign. K III-102, Part II, u. 216b; Mate1ials of Marian 

Lewicki, sign. K III-7, u. 86-88; Materials of Roman Stopa, sign. K III-125 (the papers bemg 
classified). 

34 Materials ofTadeusz Kowalski, sign. K III-4, u. 165 and 166. 
35 Materials of Marian Lewicki, sign. K III-7, u. 97. 
36 Materials of Wladyslaw Kotwicz, sign. K III-19, u. 155 and 156; Materials of Marian 

Lewicki, sign. K III-7, u. 99 and 100; Materials ofTadeusz Ko~alski, si_gn. K III-4, Part II, u. 10; 
Materials of Roman Stopa, sign. K III-125 (the papers are bemg classified). 
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the Polish Academy of Sciences and Letters and the Polish Academy of 
Sciences37

. 

The papers of Marian Lewicki include particularly interesting records 
which originated with other people. Foremost among these are the papers of 
Mohamed Agabekzade Sadyk-Bej (1865-1944), a teacher of Oriental Iangu~ges 
at the Jan Kazimierz University (Lvov) in the years 1927-1941. He was a friend 
of Marian Lewicki's, whom he appointed to be his executor. All the groups o~ 
records of a standard paper collection are represe!1ted in the Sady~-BeJ 
materials, in fra~entary fo!11138

. Other records which i:nust be me~tio~ed 
include Kazimierz Zurawski-Zarski's papers connected with the orgamzat1on 
of the Far East Society in Lvov and a valuable collection of Goldi (Nanay) 
riddles and lexical data on the Goldi language which once belonged to the 
eminent specialist on the small nations of eastern Siberia Bron~slaw Pilsudskr~. 

As important as a review of the contents ~f the~e collections_ of papers _is 
information about their size and state of class1ficat1on. The archival funds m 
question vary widely in this respect. . . 

The best catalogued collections are those of Jan Grzegorzewsk1 and Mart~ 
Lewicki, which have printed ihventories40

. The papers of Jan Grzegorzewsk1 
(call no. K III-6) received in the years 1958, 1963 and 1969, a~ount to about 
0.4m of shelf space. The Archives possess only a small _part of his papers: The 
majority, including among others his scholarly an? )1terary w~rks, art1cl~s, 
press polemics, notes on history, ethnography, lingu1sttcs ~nd Onental stud~es 
and interesting correspondence, are preserved at the ~1brary ~f t~e Pohsh 
Academy of Sciences in Cracow (mss. 4606-4644). Marian Lew1ck1 s pap~rs 
(call no. K III-7) were purchased in two instalments (19~0, 1969). A th1rd 
batch was donated by his sister Irena, a grammar-school Pohsh teacher, whose 
papers came to the Archives as well, in the re~rs 1988 and 1989. The paper~ 
of brother and sister form one fund cons1stmg of two parallel elements. 
A - Papers of Marian Lewicki ( about 1.8m), and B- Papers ~f Ir~na Lewicka. 

The case ofTadeusz Kowalski's papers (call no. K III-4) ~s d1~erent; onl( 
the part of the material purchased in 1957 (ab?ut 2~) h~s a pnnted mventory . 
The archival material donated by the scholar s family m the years 1992-1994 
( over 2m) is accessible owing to a preliminary list. The same h?lds for the 
materials of Wladyslaw Kotwicz ( call no. K III-19), purchased m the years 
1967 and 1976 (about 3.4m) and Tadeusz Lewicki (call no. K III-102), 

" Materials ofWladyslaw Kotwicz, sign. K III-19, u. 158 and 162a. . 
" For example, manuscripts ofTurkis~ ~d Pers(an gi:ammar handbooks, mat~nal connected 

with his teaching work at the J~ Kaz1m1e~z _l}mvers1ty, Lvov, autob10graph1es, testament, 
correspondence (Materials of Marian Lew1ck1, sign. K III-7, u._ 101-112. . . 

39 Materials of Marian Lewicki, sign. K III-7, u. 118; Matenals of Wladyslaw Kotw1cz, sign. 
K III-19, u. 166. . 

411 z. B on a r o w s k a, Materialy Jana Grzegorzewskiego, and Z. B o n ~ r o w s k a, I. B 1 e 1, 
Materialy Mariana i !reny Lewickich, both articles in the "Biuletyn Arch1wum PAN" No. 32 
(1989). 

41 J. Poradz i sz, Materialy Tadeusza Kowalskiego, "Biuletyn Archiwum PAN" No. 16 
(1973). 
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acquired in the years 1988, 1993-1995 (a?out 6,?m). But let ~s note that a pa1t 
of the Kotwicz papers, as has been ment10ned, 1s preserved m the collect10ns 
of the Libraiy of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Cracow (mss. 4572, 4594-
4605)42 . The papers of Zygmunt Abra~an_10wjcz, acq_uired in 1991 and 
amounting to some 5.3m, have been prehmmanly classified and work on a 
prelimina1y catalogue is continuing. There is as yet no inventory of Roman 
Stopa's records (call no. K III-125, about 4m), which came to the Archives in 
July 1995. That is why information about them is very fragmentary. The 
collection of Roman Stopa's papers, like those of Tadeusz Kowalski and 
Tadeusz Lewicki, is expected to be extended soon with material which still 
remains in the hands of the families. 

The Orientalists whose papers are in the possession of the Archives were 
members of the Oriental Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and 
Letters (J. Grzegorzewski, W. Kotwicz, T. Kowalski, M. Lewicki) or of the 
Oriental Committee of the Cracow Branch of the Polish Academy of Sciences 
(Z. Abrahamowicz); T. Lewicki and R. Stopa were members of both. A few 
held various functions in the committees' governing bodies: T. Kowalski was 
chairman and director of publications, M. Lewicki, secretary, T. Lewicki, 
secretary of the Oriental Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and 
Letters and chai1man of the Oriental Committee of the Cracow Branch of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences. Their work in these bodres, which grouped 
together the most distinguished Polish scholars, is reflected in the files of the 
Oriental Committees of the two Academies. 

The files of the Oriental Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences and 
Letters (call no. K I-2 PAU W I-204) are modest in size, some 0.02m. They 
comprise the minutes of meetings, proceedings and correspondence 43

. It is 
worth pointing out, however, that the material of the Polish Academy of 
Sciences and Letters includes the particularly copious and valuable corres­
pondence of its secretary general, which gives us a picture of the activities of 
the Academy as a whole and of its individual committees44

. The entire Polish 
Academy of Sciences and Letters fund has a card catalogue. 

The records of the Oriental Committee ofthe CracowBranch of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences (call no. K II-1) are much more copious; they include 
the files of individual members (motions, biographies and bibliographies, 
copies of appointment letters)45, correspondence of the years 1963-1982f , 

42 Kotwicz's library was donated by his daughter Maria to the Department of Philology of 
Central Asian Peoples of Warsaw University. 

43 Minutes of the years 19 I 8-1939, 1945-1952; proceedings of the years 1921, 1922, I 926-
1930, 1932-1939, 1945; correspondence of 1926, 1933-1939, 1945 (including activity reports, lists 
of collaborators, membership rolls, Regulamin "Sekcji Orientalistycznej przy lnstytucie Nauk 
Antropologicznych Warszawskiego Towarzystwa Naukowego" ['Regulations of the "Oriental 
Section at the Institute of Anthropological Sciences of the Warsaw Scientific Society"] dated 19 
February 1933 and a copy of the Society's report for the year 1932/1933. 

44 It covers the years 1873-1952, sign. K I - 2. 
45 The years I 962, I 963, 1966-1970, 1974, 1975, 1977-1979 - about 0,02 m. 
46 About 0,06 m. 
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many studies, materials and translations 47
, photocopies (about 1.7m), micro­

films of Orientalist prints and manuscripts (over 200 rolls) and some 12 
running metres of bibliographic cards. These files have been preliminarily 
classified and are accessible on the basis of transfer and receipt protocols. 

The originators of the Orientalist papers kept at the Cracow Branch of the 
Archives of the Polish Academy of Sciences were scholars of widely varying 
interests. This is confirmed by the diversity of the material they left us. Some 
of this material has never been published or used in research and is still 
waiting for scholars who will continue the work initiated by their eminent 
predecessors. The paper collections presented here and the files of the Oriental 
Committees of the Polish Academy of Sciences and Letters and of the Cracow 
Branch of the Polish Academy of Sciences are mutually complementary and 
constitute valuable sources for the study of the history of Polish Oriental 
studies since the tum of the century, especially of the Oriental studies pursued 
in Lvov (until World War II) and in Cracow. 

47 About 3 m. 


