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METHODOLOGICAL NOTES ON THE INVESTIGATIONS 
OF LINGUISTIC AND CULTURAL CONTACTS BETWEEN 

ASIA AND AMERICA IN PRE-COLUMBIAN ERA 

1. It seems that in the investigations of relationships between 
the cultures o{ Asia and America in the pre-Columbian era, both 
in reference to the accepted northern way of penetration of whole 
cultures and peoples and to the discussed transpacific way of 
penetration of particular elements of culture, complex and highly 
specialized studies are most effective. 

2. The linguistics analyzes different kinds of relationships be­
tween all the languages of the world. A linguistic family contains 
all the dialects derived from the same parent language recon­
structed on the basis of comparison of all its members. This kind of 
relationship has not been proved to exist between the Asiatic and 
American languages. The linguistics examines the secondary rela­
tionships between the languages, as well. These relationships result 
the from mutual influence of languages. belonging to the same lingu­
istic area. The relationships of this kind seem to exist between some 
Asiatic and American languages. The structural similarities between 
them prove that they belonged formerly to the same linguistic area. 

The population of the pres0olumbian America was extremeiy 
differentiated from the linguistic point of view.because these peoples 
were descendants of different tribes pushed out of Asia to Alaska 
across the Bering Straits in the course of many millenia. The 
aim of our research was to isolate these different strata of 
the population succeeding one another. On the basis of linguistic 
evidence the isolation of two main strata seems to be possible 
at present. The older stratum occupied the territories more distant 
from the Bering Straits, i. e, almost the whole area of South 
America and the eastern section of North America. The languages 
of the newer stratum predominated on the territories less distant 
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from the Bering Straits: on th~ Pacific Coast of N.orth America 
and in a part of Canada, Mexico, Central America and in the Andes. 
The languages of the older stratum penetrated into America in 
such a remote antiquity that their relationship with the Asiati~ 
Janguages could not be proved. On the other hand many 
structural similarities between the American languages belonging 
to the newer stratum and the languages spoken in the extreme north­
eastern Asia (Chukchi-Kamchadal family) and in Caucastis 
(North and South Caucasian families) suggest that all these lan­
guages belonged formerly to the same linguistic area. This problem 
was discussed in the preceding pape~· of T. MiLewski: Typological 
Sim,ilarities Between Caucasian and American Indian Languages. 

3. The present prevalent point of view is that although 
the American aboriginal high cultures have arisen independently 
from the foundation transplanted through the north_ern way, so.me 
particular items ·could eventually have penetrated thanks to the 
sporadical transpacifical contacts with the Asiatic centres of high 
cultures without changing the originality of the American cultures. 

It seems that in the investigation of these contacts the research 
in which the data of highly specialized natural sciences are con­
fronted with the data of diverse humanistic branches may be more 
fruitful than the research of the complex of similar items. The 
investigations for which the gemmological and phytogeographical 
data are tho starting point - in connection with the archeolo­
gical, ethnographical, historical and linguistic data - seem to 
be most promising. The preceding papers: Jan· Kinle The 
Jadeit - its Importance for the Problem,s of Asia-Am,erica Pre-. 
Colum,bian Relationships and Tomasz Marszewski The Age of 
Jll[ aize Cultivation in Asia ( A Review of Hypotheses and N e'U.1 Ethno­
graphical, Linguistic and Historical Data) are examples of this 
kind of researches. 

Similarly, investigations based on purely linguistic problems, 
e. g. the comparative studies of the structure of the whole linguistic 
systems as well as the studies of their particular elements, can also 
offer very valuable results. In the field of onomastics this type of 
studies is exemplified by the paper of Tadeusz Milewski: La 
comparaison des system,es .anthropony11iique azteques et inclo·­
europeens, ,,Onomastica", V/1, 1959, p. 119-175. 
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P. B. KEBY llA,U3E 

K BOITPOCY OE OEPAIUEHHH ITOJibCKHX MOHET B I'PY3HH 

B 1453 rom,, nocne 3aB0eBamur TYPl<aMa-ocMaHaM.D: KottcTaHTaHo­

nomr, I'py3lUI ?Kil3aJiaCb B 0l<py)KeHaa MYCYJibMaHCMX rocy,n;apcTB. 

BttyTpeHHae pacnpa a He6naronp1unHoe BHeWHeil0JIHTaqeCKoe nono­

)KeHae BbIHY)K,D;aJil'l rpy3l'lHCKaX Qapdi: acl<aTb C0I03IUJ:K0B cpe,n;H xpH­
CTHaHCMX rocy,n;apCTB. 3THM n· 061,.srcIDieTCH HX IlOBbIIUeHHbIH lf.HTepec 

I< 3ana,n;y lf. CTpeMJieHHH 3aB.sr3aTb C 3arra,D;HbIMH rocy,n;apCTBa~m; Il0JIH­

Tl{qecKHe H 3K0H0MHqecm1e CBH3H·. 

IlepBM TaKM Il0ilblTKa HMeJia MeCTO B 1460 ro,n;y, - rpy3HHCK0e 

npaBHTeJibCTB0 C r0T0BHOCTbIO 0Tl<JIHKHYJIOCb Ha npH3bIB nanbI pHMCl<0rO 

Ihrn II K KpecTeBoMy noxo,n;y npOTUB TypoK H HanpaBHJIO nocJIOB B PHM 

H <f>paHQHIO. 

Cne,n;yIOII.\M IlOilblTl{a 3aB.sr3aTb ,D;HIIJIOMaTaqecI<ae CHOllleHJUI C 3a-

1IllAH0H EBponoii: OTHocaTrn l< 1495 ro.n;y. Uapb KapTm,1ii:c1orif KoH­

craHTHH, C QeJibIO yqpe)K,D;eHaH l<OaJIHQHl'l npOTRB TypoK, HanpaBHJI 

cBoero HaCTaBHRl<a KopHeJIHH B HcnaHaro a PHM qepe3 IloJiou.ry. 

MO)KHO npaBeCTl'l ell.\e HeMaJI0 cpaKTOB B3aHMOOTHOllleHl{H I'py3Hll 

c EBponeii:cKHMa rocy,n;apCTBaM.D:, l<al< HanpHMep: nepenHcKa Qap.sr 

Teir111ypa3a I c pHMCl<HM nanoi-i:, )];HilJI0MaTaqecI<a.sr MHcca.sr Cynxami­

Ca6a Op6eJIHaHa B EBpony, TIHChMa Qap.sr BaxrnHr3: VI K paMCKOMY 

nane a aBCTpliHCKOMY l{MnepaTopy. Tal<HM o6pa30M, HeCMOTpH Ha non-

• .HYIO l'l30JIHQHIO, I'py3HH Bc.srqecKa CTapaJiaCb He TepHTb CBH3eH C eBpo­

neHCKliMH rocy,n;apcTBaMH. 

Ho Bee 3Tl'l neperOB0pbl RR I< '!eMy He npaBeJIH l'l peaJibHOH Il0MOIQH 

I'py3HH OT EBpOilbl He nonyqana. ,I(eJIO B TOM, qTQ 3ana,D;HaH EBpona 

Bena npoTr,i:Bo-ocMattcI<yro nponaraH,n;y JIHillb c Qem,ro yc.1-VIemrn I<aTo­

.Jil'lQH3Ma l'l yn:poqeHHH CBOH;X TOprOB0-3l<0H0MUqecK:H;X Il03l'lQl'lH Ha 

nJJ:H;)KHeM BocroKe H, ecreCTBeHHO, He CTpell'mJiaCb OKa3aTb CK0JibKO­

llli6yTb peaJJbH0H IlOMOIQH I'py3M. 


