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THE UNPUBLISHED DIRH.AMS 
FROM THE POLISH EARLY-MEDIEVAL HOARDS 

The present paper includes the description of 25 fragments 
of dirhams found within the last ten years in Poland. Fifteen 
from among them are included in a large early-medieval silver 
hoard 1 , discovered by chance during the building operations in 
Nowa Ruta, a city-quarter of Krak6w (Cracov); the archaeological 
researches undertaken in the close environment of the place where 
the hoard in question has been found, proved the existence of 
an early-medieval settlement in this area. These fragments, 
though not too well preserved, and though they form only 
a small part of the hoard which includes them, deserve a special 
attention for the following reasons: l. The Arabic silyer forms 
a very rare component in early medieval silver hoards from Malo­
polska (Little Poland) 2 • 2. From among the 10 registered finds 

1 Comp. below, p. 110 and Note 4. 
2 It is only in ten from among the 70 known early medieval finds ' 

unearthed in this area that we find dirhams which in most cases are 
scarce in number (one or two specimens). Only two sets included 
considerable quantities of dirhams: 1° - the hoard from Przemysl 
which has gone lost and has not been described (comp. M. Haisig, 
R. Kiersnowski, J. Reyman, Wczesnosredniowieczne skarby srebrne 
z Malopolski, Blq_slca, Warmii i Mazur, p. 24, N° 43); 2° - the hoard 
from Ozech6w near Lublin: this set has been found on the territory 
which, though historically and administratively appartenant to Malo­
polska, was through the trade routes more closely connected eco- · 
nomically with the areas of Eastern Europe as well as with Central 
and North Poland, and thus it cannot be treated equally with other· • 
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from Malopolska, we have sufficient informations only on five of 
them. 3. These dirhams belong to the hoard which indispersed 
rnached the hands of the archaeologists. 4. The hoard is con­
nected with early-medieval colonization on this territory. 

The remaining 10 specimens which we shall describe below are 
loose finds unearthed during the archaeological excavations on the 
tenitory of early-medieval burial grounds and castles in Po~ 
merania (K~trzyno, Bardy, Swielubie) and in Silesia (Wszemir6w), 
and thus in the areas where the Arabic coins occur considerably 
more often. The mentioned specimens have been delivered to us 
for description by the institutions which take care of archaeological 
researches, and for which they were an important factor helping 
to date both the relics which accompanied them and sites where 
they have been found. 
• • We describe the dirhams according to the scheme which we 

were serving ourselves of in our preceding works (publications) 
<i similar kind 3 • Besides, we insei·t the essential informations on 
each find as well as the concerning it, up to date literature. 

KRAK6W - NOWA HUTA­

Unea,rthed: 1961. 
Circumstances: during the building opera.tions. 
Kind of find: hoard. 
Composition: dirhams (15 fragments), Europea,n coins, ornaments, 

raw silver 4 . 

finds of early-medieval coins from lVIalopolska (comp. T. Lewicki 
in: A. 0zapkiewicz, T. Lewicki, S. Nosek, M. Czapkiewicz, Skarb 
dirhem6w arabskioh z Ozeohowa, Warszawa-Wroclaw 1957, p. 241-247). 

3 Comp, A. Kmietowicz,. F. Kmietowicz, Dirh.ems de t?-esors 
polonc£is de Ha11,t Moyen-A.ge, inedits, ,,Folia Orientalia", vol. IX: 1968, 
p. 306-319. 

4 Apart from the 15 fragments of Arabic coins described in our 
paper, the hoard included 609 European coins (English, Danish, Italian, 
German, Polish, Czech, Hungarian and s. c. cross deniers), 118 frag­
ments of ornaments, as well as raw silver and plumb, ea 2000 g 
altogether. Comp. Haisig, Kiersnowski, Reyman, Wozesno­
sr.edniowieczne skarby .. . , p. 19-21, N° 27. 

Description of coins 

1. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Isma'il it,n ~mad (Samanids). 

Obv.: Rev.: 

Slightly visible outlines of letters 
(three· legends). _ J:-]-1 

Weight: 0.33 g 

Remark: 

Size: en, 1/6 

Margin: outlines· of letters. 
Border 1: single, linea,r. 

of a dirham. 
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The mint date of the fragment has been fixed on the basis of the 
regna,l years of the emir (278-295 H.= 892-908 A.D.). 

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Na~r ibn A~mad (Samanids). 

Obv.: 
Preserved the beginning letters 
(sahada and inner margin) 

Rev.: 
• - J_,]. ... ) 

-J.1::Ll\ 

..u-] I U.~ 
Outer margin: cut. Margin: cut. 
The specimen is very well preserved and legible. 
Weight: 0.43 g Size: ea 1/6 of a dirham. 

Remark: 

The fragment has been struck between 301-320 H.= 913-
932 A. D. This date has been suggested by the regnal years both 
of the emir (301-331 H.= 913-943 A.D.) and the caliph (295-
320 H.= 908-932 A.D.) 

3. Mint:?, Date:'?, Ruler: Na~r ibn A~mad (Samanids). 

Obv.: 
Sahada 
Marginal legends: cut. 

Border 1: single, linear. 

Rev.: 
..d­

-u]ll J.,-J 
-u.l½ (5'°1)1 

..1..l~-I LJI .r"' 
Margin: cut. 
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The fragment has been cut out of the central (middle) part of 
the coin. On one of its edges deep incision. 
Weight: 0.60 g. Size: ea 1/5 of a dirham. 

Remark: 

The fragment has been struck between 322-329 H. = 934-
940 A.D. This date has been suggested by the regnal years both 
of the emir (301-331 H.= 913-943 A.D.) and the caliph (322-
329 H.= 934-940 A.D.) 

4. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Niih ibn Na~r. (Samanids). 

Obv.: 
Separate words and letters from 
.three legens preserved. 

Rev.: 

.J]5:::_[J1 
J.,..; 0! c[_,; 

:Border 1: double, linear. Below: a trace of orna,me:i1t. 
Margin: illegible. • 
Border 1 : single, linear. 
Border 2: single, linear. • 

The fragment bears the traces of having been broken. On the 
edge small incision. 
Weight: 0.56 g. Size: ea 1/6 of a dirham. 

. Remark: 

The years of the caliph's-reign (333-334 H.= 944-946 A.D.) 
would permit to date our fragment. However, we know from the 
history of Samanid minting that even for a many years after the 
abdication of this caliph (al-Mustakfi bi'llah), the coins bore his 
name 5• This makes us inclined to accept the first regnal year of 
the caliph and the last one of the emir as limita,ry terms of its 
mintage (333-343 H.= 944-945 A.D.). 

5 Comp. A. Kmietowicz, \V. Kubiak, Wczesnofredniowieozny 
skarb srebrny z Zalesia, poiv. Slupca, vol. I Monety arabskie, Wroclaw­
Warszawa-Krak6w 1969, p. 287-288. 

5. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Niih ibn Nasr (Samanids). 

Obv.: Rev.: 

Separate words and letters from 
the three legends preserved. ,JJ ... 
Border 2: single, linear. J.,..; 0 [: -

Margin: several letters. 
Border 1: double, linear. 
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The inscription executed in characteristic kind of script. Untypical 
borders. 
Weight: 0.62 g. Size: ea 1/5 of a clirham. 

Remark: 

The letters preserved on the obverse (inner margin) include proba­
bly the name of the mint. It may be the part of the incorrectly . 
written name .;,L:J I as-Sas (,.r-l-) with the article omitted, or 
the name .,ii:~ Nisabur (abbreviated'?). The regnal years of the 
emir 331-343 H.= 942-954 A.D. fix the date of the coin. The 
name of the caliph except for its second part (probably <ll 

li'llah) illegible. 

6. Mint: Samar~and, Date:?, Ruler:? (Samanids). 

Obv.: Rev.: 
The final part of sahada pre- Severallettersfrom bothlegeudH . 
served. Below: t_ t_ Border 2: double('?), linear. 
Inner margin: -~..:- ..ciJ.[- -

Outer margin: - [J'-}. ..i.:A A. -
Border 1: single, linear. 
The fragment is round in shape, cut out from the centr::1,l }Jc1Tt of 
the coin. 
Weight: 0.48 g. Size: ea 1/6 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
The name of the mint, as well as the types of inscriptions and 
ornaments (borders and letters t_t_) permit to count the coin in 
question among the Samanid dirhams. 
}'olia Orientalia, t. XI 8 
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7. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: Rev.: 
.A. part of sahada preserved. 
Inner and outer margin: cut. 

.)-

Margin: cut. 
It is a fragment from the central part of the coin. 
Weight: 0.22 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 
Remark: 
The words partly preserved on the reverse area are presumably 
4.1_,..JI ad-dawla and tl..l - imam (1). The origiri. of the coin has 
not. been fixed, but it is certainly not a Samanid dirhem. 

8. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

On obverse and reverse only several words preserved. 
Weight: 0.39 g Size: ea 1/8 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
The type of inscriptions and their disposition make us presume 
that it is a fragment of a Buwayhid or Hamdanid dirha,rn. 

9. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: 
Several words and letters from 
three legends preserved. 
Border 1: single, linear. 

A crack on the edge. 

Rev.: 
Several letters from two legends 
preserved. 
Border 1: double, linear. 
Border 2: single, linear. 

·weight: 0.38 g Size: ea 1/8 of a dirham. 

10. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: 
Beginning of sahada. 

llfi 

Above: ?) Margin: cut. 
Marginal legends: cut. Border 1: single, line:;i,r. 
Border 1: double, linear . 
Weight: 0.41 g Size: ea 1/6 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
Both the characteristic sign above sahada and the type of script 
suggest that it is a fragment of a Samanid coin (the regnal years 
of Man~ur ibn NiilJ 'l • 

11. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: Rev.: 
Traces of letters from three Traces of letters from 
legends. Inner margin: probably legends. 
part of the date .._.J, Border 1: ~ 

Weight: 0.27 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

Remark: 
The fragment comes from the IV-th c. H.= ea X-th c. 

12. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Central legends - cut. 

two 

Traces of letters of the typical marginal legends of the obverse 
(2) and reverse (1). 
Border 1 on the reverse - single, linear. 
V{eight: 0.23 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

Remarks: 
The fragments nos. 12-15 come probably from the IV-th c. H.= 
ea X-th c. 

13. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Traces of letters from the typical legends of the obverse and 
reverse. On the reverse: border 1 - double~ linear, and border 2-:­
single, linear. 
Weight: 0.24 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

8* 
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14. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

On the obverse, a broad border preserved. On the reverse traces 
of letters from the inner marginal legend and a single linear border. 
Weight: 0.27 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

15. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

On the obverse - traces of letters (central legend). The reverse 
effaced. 
.A crack on the edge. 
Weight: o.24 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

WSZEMIR6W• 

distr. Trzebnica 

Unearthed: 1966. 
Circumstances: du.Ting the archaeological excavations 7 • 

Kind of find: a grave-find. 
Composition: 3 fragments of dirhams 8 . 

Description of coins. 

1. Mint: Samar~and, Date:?, Ruler: Isma'il or Na~r ibn A~mad 
(Samanids). 

Obv.: 

.J~_?­

t-

Rev.: 

6 This is the second find of Arabic coins from tb,is locality. Comp. 
Haisig, Kiersnowski, Reyman, Wczesnosredniowieczne skarby ... , 
p. 62, N° 56. 

7 The excavations managed by Establishment of Silesia's .Ar­
chaeology (Zaklad .A.rcheologii Sl~ska) in Wroclaw. 

8 In the close environment of coins there were fragments of clay­
pots and relics of bmnt bones. 

Inner margin:--'-;.; J]-'. r"' J..ui -
Outer margin: - ......, -
Border 1: single, linear. 
The inscriptions well legible. A 
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Margin: - .:,J-1 J_..) J LP[~ll'. -

Border 1: single, linear. 
Border 2: single, linear. 
crack and a, small incisions on 

the edge. 
Weight: 0.68 g Size: ea 1/4 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
On the fragment only the second element of the emir's name ...>.,7\ 

.Ab,mact preserved. Since the mint name and the type of the coin 
point to its Samanid origin, we suggest that it might have been 
the emirs Isma'il ibn . .AJ;imad (279-295 H.= 892-907 A.D.) or. 
Na~r ibn A~1macl (301-331 H.= 913-942 A.D.). 

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nasr ibn Ahmad (Samanids). 

Obv.: Rev.: 

-J..wiJ\ 

.A,7] I U. ..JA, 

u' 

Marginal legends: sevenLl letters lYiargin: outlines of letters. 
respectively preserved. Border 1: double, linear. 
Border 3: double, linear. Border 2: single, linear (broad). 
The edge uneven, the s1uface of the coin - porous. 
Weight: 0,84 g Size: ea 1/4 of a clirha,m. 

Remark: 
On the basis of the preserved names of emir N a~r ibn AJ;imad and 
caliph al-Mu~tadir bi'llah we assume that the coin in question 
has been struck in the years 301-320 H .. 913-932 A.D. 9 • The 
letters ./ which occur below the obverse area, appear on the 
coin struck in 317 H. in Andaraba and described by Tiesen­
hausen 10. These letters, Tiesenhausen considers after Torn berg 
to be an abbreviation from J~ 'adil, and -½;,J rasid, the words 
indicating the proper weight of the coin. However, on the dirham 

9 Comp. above, p. 111, nr 2, Remark. 
10 W.W. Tiesenhausen, 0 sama,nidskich monetach, S. Petersburg 

1853, p. 169. 
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described by Tiesenhausen, these letters are accompanied by the 
letter i mim on the reverse, while on our fragment we have v" si'n 
instead of i mim. The letter v" sin is, according to the standpoint 
of Miles 11 , an abbreviation from word i)I_ salam used as a be­
nedictory or pious accesory. 

3. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

The inscriptions on the obverse effaced; on the reverse - un­
identified letters of two legends. Border 1 (on the reverse): double, 
linear, probably with an ornament of annulets. 
Along the line of division - a scratch made with a sharp tool. 
"\Veight: 0.32 g Size: ea 1/8 of a dirharn. 

K~DRZYNO 

distr. Kolobrzeg 

Unearthed: 1959. 
Circumstances: during the archaeological exca,vations 12 . 

Kind of find: lose finds. 
Composition: 5 fragments of dirhams. 

Description of coins 

1. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? (Umayyads). 

Obv.: ')11_ 

o-b-[J -

,J cl[~f' -

Rev.: 

Border 2: double, beaded. Border 1: single, beaded. 
The surface darkened, the inscriptions very well preserved. 
Weight: 0. 72 g Size: ea 1/4 of a dirham. 

11 G. C. Miles, The Numismatic History of Ray7;, New York 1938, 
p. 56. 

12 The excavations managed by the Establishment of the Polish 
Academy of Sciences for the Archaeology of Great Poland and Po­
merania in Poznan (Zaklad Archeologii Wielkopolski i Pomorza). The 
coins were being found 0.77 m-1.52 m under the surface. 
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:Remark: 
On the basis of the partly preserved central legend of the reverse, 
as well as on the basis of the type of inscriptions and borders, 
the appartenance of the fragment in question to the Umayyad 
,coins could have been fixed 13 . The lack of date does not permit 
to identify the name of the ruler (Umayyad caliph). Dating: 
ea 680-740 A.D. 

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? (Umayyads.) 

Obv.: 
Central legend: cut. 
Margin: - ...01 r 
Border 2: triple, stringlet. 

Very well preserved. 

Rev.: 
Central legend: cut. 
Margin: .:., - J..,-_; .J.f­

Border 1: single, stringlet. 
Border 2: single, stringlet. 

Weight: 0.33 g Size: ea 1/8 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
The disposition and character of the inscriptions and borders as 
well as the very accurate outer form of the coin permit to count 
it to the Umayyad dirhams in spite of the lack of other data. 

3. Mint:?, Date: 194 H.= 809/10 A. D., R_uler: al-Amin (Abbasids). 

Obv.: 

Margin: .:.,:]......;·_,(!JI~ _ 

Border 2: triple, stringlet with 
ornament of annulets. 
One incision on the edge. 

Rev.: ,_ 
............ .J.f-

.J:"]')11 ~: .,....1 L~ 

Margin: 0.f[r-11 - J_,-J .J.f-

Border 1: single, beaded. 
Border 2: single, stringlet ( '?'). 

Weight: 0. 76 g Size: ea 1/4 of a, diTham. 

Remark: 
The contents of inscriptions preserved in the reverse a,rea as well 
as their disposition permit to reconstruct the date as .:.,:.....:,·_, ~;I 
-co_,= 194 H. . 

13 H. Niitzel, Katalog de'i· orientalischen JJ!Jiinzen, vol. I, Berlin 1898, 
p. 67. 
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4. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Separate letters from central legends of the obverse and reverse 
preserved. On the 1·everse: border 1 - double, stringlet. 
Weight: 0.24 ·g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

Remark: 
Judging from the type of inscriptions and omements, it is a frag­
ment of an early-.Abbasid dirham. 

5. Mint:?, Date: 2 .. , Ruler:? 

Obv.: Rev.: 
Central legend: cut. 
Inner margin: u:=,'] L. J -

Outer margin: ~lll _,.,..~ -. 

Border 2: single, linear. 

Central legend: cut. 
Margin: . - Jr J .. [r _ 
Border 1: double, line~n·. 

The fragment consist of two parts fitting to each other. 
Weight: 0.32 g Size: ea 1/8 of a dirham. 

Remark: 
Judging from the preserved part of the date 0::::]L. J and two­
hundred, the dirham in question has been struck after 200 H. = 
after 815 .A.D. This supposition is also supported by the presence 
of outer marginal legend on the obverse 14• 

B.ARDY 

clistr. Kolobrzeg 

Unearthed: 1962. 
Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations 15 . 

Kind of find: loose find. 
Composition: 1 fragment of a dirham. 

14 H. Niitzel, Katalog .. . , p. 194. 
15 The excavations on the territory of an early-medieval cai;tle 

managed by the Establishment for the .Archaeology of Great Poland 
and Pomerania (comp. above, Note 12); comp. also .A. Kmietowicz, 
F. Kmietowicz, Dfrhems de tresors polonais ... ,,Folia Orientalia", 
vol. IX, pp. 318-319. 
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Description of the coin. 

Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: Rev.: 
Traces of sahadai. 

Margin: r"'J -1JI \..us_ Margin: - _s .. ~~ -u....JI .JJI J_,[-J-
\Veight: 0.96 g Size: ea 1/3 of a, clirham. 

Remark: 
The lack of the outer m~,rginal legend on the obverse suggests 
that the coin mm;t haive been struck before 200 H.= 815 A.D. 
Type of the l'.Oin: ea,rly-.Abbasicl. 

SWIELUBIE 

distr. Kolobrzeg 

Unearthed: 1968. 
Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations 16 • 

Kind of find: grave-find. 
Composition: 1 fragment of a, dirham. 

Description of the coin 

Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? 

Obv.: Rev.: 
A part of sahada preserved. "'J-[_f-J_, - "".J 

<l - _]\ 

Marginal legend (or legends) 
- cut. 

Margin: cut. 

The inscriptions very slightly visible. Badly preserved. 
Weight: 0.28 g Size: small fragment of a dirham. 

16 The excavations· managed by the Establishment for the Al·­
chaeology of Great Poland and Pomerania in Poznan (comp. above 
Note 12). Comp. also .A. Kmietowicz, F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de 
tresors polonais ... ,,Folia Orientalia", vol. IX, pp. 317-318. 
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Remark: 
This is probably the fragment of an Abbasid dirham from the 
tum of the II-nd and III-rd cc. H. = beginning of the IX-th c . .A. D. 
On the reverse graffiti \,<../'_ made with a sharp tool1 7 • 

17 Ulla S. Linder-Welin, Gmffiti on oriental coins in Swedish 
Viking Age Hoards, ,,Meddelanden fran Lunds Universitets Historiska 
Museum", Lund 1956, pp. 149-171; the graffiti resembling a runic 
inscription appeared also on the dirham from Bardy distr. Kolobrzeg, 
described by A. Kmietowicz, F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de tresors 
volonais ... ,,Folia Orientalia", vol. . IX, p. 319. 

5.1. P . .UAUIKEBW.J, 3. TPhI5.IPCKH 

FOLIA ORIENTALIA 
TOME XI 1969 

APM5IHO-Khll1qAKCKHM ,UOKYMEHT 

113 KOHCTAHTHHOI1OJI5I 1618 r. 

B OTJIH;qHe OT ony6JIHKOBaHHbIX paHbllie Ha CTpaHH:QaX BOCTOKO­

:ae,n;qecm~x M3J];aHHH KbmqaKCKO-IIOJihCKHX 6IIJIHHrB II3 JihBOBCI<IIX co-

6paHHH 1 ' cero,n;HHIIIHHH rry6JIHKaQHH IIMeeT HeCKOJihKO oco6bIH OTTeHOK. 

YHMKaJibHblH xapaKTep 6:HJIIIHrBbl orrpe,n:eJIHeTCH TeM, qTo JJ:OKyMeHT 

1618 r. - e,n:HHCTBeHHblli JJ:O CHX rrop II3BeCTHbIM ~HCbMeHHbIH naMHT­

~HI< Ha apMHHO-KbJilqal(CKOM H3hIKe, COCTaBJieHHhIH BHe npe,n;enoB 

cpe,n;HeBeKOBOM PeqH IlocrroJIIITOM, BHe npe,n;enoB cyI.QeCTBOBaBIIIHX Ha. 

ee Teppnropmi: ap~1HHCKHX KOJIOHMM .. HamrcaHHbll1 B KOHCTaHTHH?Il~:Jie -

JJ:OKyMeHT' y,n:oCTOBepeHHbIM IlOJJ:IlHCHMH mITepbIX apMHHCKIIX KyrIQOB' 

HBmieTCH B8)I{HblM CBH)];eTeJibCTBOM Toro, qTo H .n;aneKO 3a npe,n;enaMH 

,rtOBOJihHO Y3KOrO, IIO-BHJ];HMOMY, B nepBOH II0JI0BHHe XVII. B. apeana. 

apMHHO-KbJilqaKCKoro H3bIKa, M0)I{HO 6&IJIO HaMTl-l JIHQ, BJia,n;eBIIIHX 

3TIIM H3bIKOM II ,n;ame C0CTa:('!JIHBllIHX JJ:OKyMeHTbl Ha HeM. 

HTaK, B U:eHTpaJihHOM rocy,n:apcTBeHH0M HCTOpIIqecKOM apxnse 

YCCP so JlhBOBe 2 xpaHIITCH cne.n:yroI.QHH .n;oKyMeHT Ha apMHH0-KhIIl­

qaKCK0M H3bIKe 1618 r. II COBpeMeHHbIH eMy rrepeBOJJ: Ha IlOJihCKHM H3bIK. 

A. ApMHHO-KhrnqaKCKHH re1<cr 

l .A.nun .A.[sdu~o]y 
2 zamaninda x[a](:'lc'[o] serepk'[o]vii; ne(:'ik' k'arvcin basinin naten(:'as 

bar(fa 
3 joldaslardan tanlangan lc'ielip stimb[olga] d[jaf]n 12 Iuni biz asaya 
4 jazilganlar vlasniy xollarimiz bila zeznavat etip beriyirbiz 
5 bu atestaciyani p[a]n ivask'o jak·ub oylu varterisovii;nin 

1 CM. ,;Rocznik Orientalisiiyczny", XXXIII, 1, c. 77-96, • 
u· XXXIII, 2, c. 67-107. 

2 B ,n:aJihHeii:IIIeJVl UJJJA . 




