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THE UNPUBLISHED DIRHAMS
FROM THE POLISH EARLY-MEDIEVAL HOARDS

The present paper includes the description of 25 fragments
of dirhams found within the last ten years in Poland. Fifteen
from among them are included in a large early-medieval silver
hoard !, discovered by chance during the building operations in
Nowa Huta, a city-quarter of Krakéw (Cracov); the archaeological
researches undertaken in the close environment of the place where
the hoard in question has been found, proved the existence of
an early-medieval settlement in this area. These fragments,
though not too well preserved, and though they form only
a small part of the hoard which includes them, deserve a special .
attention for the following reasons: 1. The Arabic silver forms
a very rare component in early medieval silver hoards from Malo- -
polska (Little Poland) 2 2. From among the 10 registered finds

1 Comp. below, p. 110 and Note 4.

2 Tt i3 only in ten from among the 70 known early medieval finds -
unearthed in this area that we find dirhams which in most cases are
searce in number (one or two specimens). Only two sets included
considerable quantities of dirhams: 1° — the hoard from Przemysl
which has gone lost and has not been described (comp. M. Haisig,
R. Kiersnowski, J. Reyman, Wezesnosredniowieczne skarby srebrne
# Malopolski, Slaska, Warmii i Mazur, p. 24, N 43); 2° — the hoard
from Czechow near Lublin: this set has been found on the territory
which, though historically and administratively appartenant to Mato-
polska, was through the trade routes more closely connected eco-
nomically with the areas of Eastern Europe as well as with Central
and North Poland, and thus it cannot be treated equally with other
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from Malopolska, we have sufficient informations only on five of
them. 3. These dirhams belong to the hoard which indispersed
reached the hands of the archaeologists. 4. The hoard is con-
nected with early-medieval colonization on this territory.

The remaining 10 specimens which we shall describe below are

loose finds unearthed during the archaeological excavations on the
territory of early-medieval burial grounds and castles in Po-
merania (Ketrzyno, Bardy, Swielubie) and ia Silesia (Wszemiréw),
and thus in the areas where the Arabic coins oceur considerably
more often. The mentioned specimens have been delivered to us
for description by the institutions which take care of archaeological
researches, and for which they were an important factor helping
to date both the relics which accompanied them and sites where
they have been found.
" We describe the dirhams according to the scheme which we
were serving ourselves of in our preceding works (publications)
of similar kind 3. Besides, we insert the essential informations on
each find as well as the concerning it, up to date literature.

KRAKOW — NOWA HUTA"

Unearthed: 1961.

Circumstances: during the building operations.

Kind of find: hoard.

Composition: dirhams (15 fragments), European coins, ornaments,
raw silver4. .

finds of early-medieval coins from Malopolska (comp. T. Lewicki
in: A, Czapkiewicz, T. Lewicki, S. Nosek, M. Czapkiewicz, Skard
dirhemow arabskich z Czechowa, Warszawa—Wroctaw 1957, p. 241—247).

3 Comp. A. Kmietowicz, F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de trésors
polonais de Haut Moyen-Age, inédits, ,Folia Orientalia®, vol. IX: 1968,
p. 306—319. -

4 Apart from the 15 fragments of Arabic coins described in our
paper, the hoard included 609 Furopean coins (English, Danish, Italian,
German, Polish, Czech, Hungarian and s. ¢. crogs deniers), 118 frag-
ments of ornaments, as well as raw silver and plumb, ca 2000 g
altogether. Comp. Haisig, Kiersnowski, Reyman, Wczesno-
$redniowieczne skarby..., p. 19—21, N° 27,
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Description of coins

1. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Isma‘il ibn Ahmad (Samanids).
Obv.: Rev.: ==

Slightly visible outlines of letters 2
(three legends). — o]l
: Margin: outlines of letters.
. Border 1: single, linear.
Weight: 0.33 g Size: ca 1/6 of a dirham.
Remark:
The mint date of the fragment has been fixed on the basis of the
regnal years of the emir (278—295 H. — 892—908 A.D.).

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nasr ibn Ahmad (Samanids).
Obv.: ' Rev.:

Preserved the beginning letters — Jo]s
(Sahada and inner margin) e, 3 | L
i

Outer margin: cut. Margin: cut.

The specimen is very well preserved and legible.

Weight: 0.43 g Size: ca 1/6 of a dirham.

Remark: v

The fragment has been struck between 301—320 H.— 913—
932 A.D. This date has been suggested by the regnal years both

of the emir (301—331 H. = 913—943 A.D.) and the caliph (295—
320 H. = 908—932 A.D.)

3. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nasr ibn Ahmad (Samanids).

Obv.: Rev.: -
Sahada A
Marginal legends: cut. APt J g

Al el )i

Border 1: single, linear. Margin: cut.
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The fragment has been cut out of the central (middle) part of
the coin. On one of its edges deep incision.
Weight: 0.60 g. Size: ca 1/5 of a dirham.

Remark:

The fragment has been struck between 322—329 H.= 934—
940 A.D. This date has been suggested by the regnal years both
of the emir (301—331 H. = 913—943 A.D.) and the caliph (322—
329 H. = 934—940 A.D.)

4. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nih ibn Nasr (Samanids).

Obv.: ' Rev.: e
Separate words and letters from —_
three legens preserved. —
| A1
A= o cls
Below: 'a trace of ornament.
Margin: ‘illegible.
Border 1: single, linear.
Border 2: single, linear.

Border 1: double, linear.

The fragment bears the traces of having been broken. On the
edge small incision.

Weight: 0.56 g. Svize: ca 1/6 of a dirham.

Remark:

The years of the caliph’s reign (333—334 H. = 944—946 A.D.)
would permit to date our fragment. However, we know from the
history of Samanid minting that even for a many years after the
abdication of this caliph (al-Mustakfi bi’llah), the coins bore his
name °. This makes us inclined to aceept the first regnal year of
the caliph and the last one of the emir as limitary terms of its
mintage (333—343 H. = 944—945 A.D.).

5 Comp. A. Kmietowicz, W. Kubiak, Wczesnosredniowieczny
skarb srebrny z Zalesia, pow. Stupca, vol. I Monety arabskie, Wroctaw—
Warszawa—Krakow 1969, p. 287—288.

5. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nuh ibn Nasr (Samanids).
Obv.: Rev.: —

Separate words and letters from het's

the three legends preserved. al...

Border 2: single, linear. gl e —
Margin: several letters.
Border 1: double, linear.

The inscription executed in characteristic kind of seript. Untypical
borders. g

Weight: 0.62 g. Size: ca 1/5 of a dirham.

Remark:

The letters preserved on the obverse (inner margin) include proba-
bly the name of the mint. It may be the part of the incorrectly
written name M a$-Sa$§ (o) with the article omitted, or
the name ks Nisabiir (abbreviated?). The regnal years of the
emir 331—343 H. = 942—954 A.D. fix the date of the coin. The
name of the caliph except for its second part (probably <
li*llah) illegible.

6. Mint: Samarkand, Date:?, Ruler:? (Samanids).

Obv.: Rev.:

The final part of Sahada pre- Severalletterstrom bothlegends.
served. Below: ¢ ¢ Border 2: double (?), linear.
Inner margin: — -&w 45 ufw

Outer margin: — ¢ i) e[ —

Border 1: single, linear.

The fragment is round in shape, cut out from the central part of
the coin.

Weight: 0.48 g. Size: ca 1/6 of a dirham.

Remark:

The name of the mint, as well as the types of inscriptions and
ornaments (borders and letters ¢¢) permit to count the coin in
question. among the Samanid dirhams.

Folia Orientalia, t. XI 8
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7. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.: —
A part of Sahada preserved. -
Inner and outer margin: cut. —
-
W -
§ o
Margin: cut.
It is a fragment from the central part of the coin.
Weight: 0.22 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.
Remark:
The words partly preserved on the reverse area are presumably
4,41 ad-dawla and ¢bl — imam (7). The origin of the coin has
not been fixed, but it is certainly not a Samanid dirhem.

8. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

On obverse and reverse only several words preserved.
Weight: 0.39 g Size: ca 1/8 of a dirham.

Remark:
The type of inscriptions and their disposition make us presume
that it is a fragment of a Buwayhid or Hamdanid dirham.

9. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.:

Several words and letters from Several letters from two legends

. three legends preserved. preserved.

Border 1: single, linear. Border 1: double, linear.
Border 2: single, linear.

A crack on the edge.

Weight: 0.38 g Size: ca 1/8 of a dirham.

10. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.: 4
Beginning of fahada. wfe
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Above: » Margin: cut.
Marginal legends: cut.
Border 1: double, linear.
Weight: 0.41 g Size: ca 1/6 of a dirham.

Border 1: single, linear.

Remark:

Both the characteristic sign above Sahada and the type of script
suggest that it is a fragment of a Samanid coin (the regnal years
of Mansir ibn Nih?).

11. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.:

Traces of letters from three Traces of letters from two
legends. Inner margin: probably legends.

part of the date 4.t Border 1: ¢

Weight: 0.27 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

Remark:
The fragment comes from the IV-th c¢. H. = ca X-th c.

12. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Central legends — cut.

Traces of letters of the typical marginal legends of the obverse
(2) and reverse (1).

Border 1 on the reverse — single, linear.

Weight: 0.23 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

Remarks:
The fragments nos. 12—15 come probably from the IV-th c¢. H. =
ca X-th e.

13. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Traces of letters from the typical legends of the obverse and
reverse. On the reverse: border 1 — double, linear, and border 2 —
single, linear.

Weight: 0.24 ¢ Size: small fragment of a dirham.

8*
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14. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

On the obverse, a broad border preserved. On the reverse traces
of letters from the inner marginal legend and a single linear border.
Weight: 0.27 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

15. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

On the obverse — traces of letters (central legend). The reverse
effaced.

A crack on the edge.

Weight: 0.24 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

WSZEMIROW

distr. Trzebnica

Unearthed: 1966.

Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations 7.
Kind of find: a grave-find.

Composition: 3 fragments of dirhams 8.

Description of coins.

1. Mint: Samarlgand, Date:?, Ruler: Isma‘il or Nasr ibn Ahmad
(Samanids).

Obv.: SR Rev.: e

deb o )

e— Ak —(?)

.,\:-[l s

¢ This is the second find of Avabic coins from this locality. Comp.
Haisig, Kiersnowski, Reyman, Weczesnosredniowieczne skarby...,
p. 62, N° 56.

" The excavations managed by HEstablishment of Silesia’s Ar-
chaeology (Zaklad Archeologii Slaska) in Wroctaw.

8 In the close environment of coins there were fragments of clay-
pots and relics of burnt bones.
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Tnner margin: — 45 5|ew ol —  Margin: — el RES) ©ofel —
Outer margin: —4x —  Border 1: single, linear.
Border 1: single, linear. Border 2: single, linear.

The inscriptions well legible. A crack and a small incisions on
the edge. ;

Weight: 0.68 ¢ Size: ca 1/4 of a dirham.

Remark:

On the fragment only the second element of the emir’s name -=|
Ahmad preserved. Since the mint name and the type of the coin
point to its Samanid origin, we suggest that it might have been
the emirs Isma‘il ibn. Ahmad (279—295 H. = 892—907 A.D.) or.
Nasgr ibn Abmad (301—331 H. = 913—942 A.D.).

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler: Nasr ibn Ahmad (Samanids).

Obv.: — Rev.: —
' - 2t
/ _)-1:3.”
ar]l gy
v

Marginal legends: several letters Margin: outlines of letters.
respectively preserved. Border 1: double, linear.
Border 3: double, linear. Border 2: single, linear (broad).
The edge uneven, the surface of the coin — porous. '
Weight: 0,84 g Size: ca 1/4 of a dirham.

Remark:

On the basis of the preserved names of emir Nasr ibn Ahmad and
caliph al-Muktadir bi’llah we assume that the coin in question
has been struck in the years 301—320 H. = 913—932 A.D.°. The
letters ,# which occur below the obverse area, appear on the
coin struck in 317 H. in Andardba and described by Tiesen-
haugen . These letters, Tiesenhausen considers after Tornberg
to be an abbreviation from J-¢ ‘adil, and +*, rasid, the words
indicating the proper weight of the coin. However, on the dirham

9 Comp. above, p. 111, nr 2, Remark.

10 W. W. Tiesenhausen, O samanidskich monetach, S. Petersburg
1853, p. 169.
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described by Tiesenhausen, these letters are accompanied by the
letter ¢ mim on the reverse, while on our fragment we have o sin
instead of ¢ mim. The letter o sin is, according to the standpoint
of Miles ', an abbreviation from word M- sald@m used as a be-
nedictory or pious accesory.

3. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

The inscriptions on the obverse effaced; on the reverse — un-
identified letters of two legends. Border 1 (on the reverse): double,
linear, probably with an ornament of annulets.

Along the line of division — a scratch made with a sharp tool.
Weight: 0.32 ¢ Size: ca 1/8 of a dirham. -

KEDRZYNO

distr. Kolobrzeg

Unearthed: 1959.

Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations 2.
Kind of find: lose finds.

Composition: 5 fragments of dirhams.

Description of coins
1. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? (Umayyads).
Obv.: e Rev.: 3

°-*’-[)— s,
T — s Ay
— 1S d
Margin: — w40 lis o[> —  Margin: Jy 45 a0l o o felad —

o

Border 2: double, beaded. Border 1: single, beaded.
The surface darkened, the inscriptions very well preserved.
Weight: 0.72 g Size: ca 1/4 of a dirham.

1 G. C. Miles, The Numismatic History of Rayy, New York 1938,
p. b6. :

12 The excavations managed by the Establishment of the Polish
Academy of Sciences for the Archaeology of Great Poland and Po-
merania in Poznan (Zaklad Archeologii Wielkopolski i Pomorza). The
coins were being found 0.77 m—1.52 m under the surface.
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Remark:

On the basis of the partly preserved central legend of the reverse,
as well as on the basis of the type of inscriptions and borders,
the appartenance of the fragment in question to the Umayyad
coins could have been fixed 2. The lack of date does not permit
to identify the name of the ruler (Umayyad ecaliph). Dating:
ca 680—740 A.D.

2. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:? (Umayyads.)

Obv.: Rev.:

Central legend: cut. Central legend: cut.

Margin: — b Margin: O — Jym AF

Border 2: triple, stringlet. Border 1: single, stringlet.
Border 2: single, stringlet.

Very well preserved.

Weight: 0.33 g Size: ca 1/8 of a dirham.

Remark:

The disposition and character of the inscriptions and borders as
well as the very accurate outer form of the coin permit to count
it to the Umayyad dirhams in spite of the lack of other data.

3. Mint: ?, Date: 194 H. = 809/10 A.D., Ruler: al-Amin (Abbasids).

Obv.: — Rev.: b
............ K
— <k ey J:‘]\“ 4 o La
Margin: s @il ¥« —  Margin: af [ AN e gy of
Border 2: triple, stringlet with Border 1: single, beaded.
ornament of annulets. Border 2: single, stringlet (7).

One incision on the edge.
Weight: 0.76 g Size: ca 1/4 of a dirham.

Remark:

The contents of inscriptions preserved in the reverse area as well
as their disposition permit to reconstruct the date as s ed
oy = 194 H.

13 H. Niitzel, Katalog der orientalischen Miinzen, vol. I, Berlin 1898,
p. 67.
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4. Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Separate letters from central legends of the obverse and reverse
preserved. On the reverse: border 1 — double, stringlet.
Weight: 0.24 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

Remark:

Judging from the type of inscriptions and ornements, it is a frag-
ment of an early-Abbasid dirham.

5. Mint:?, Date: 2.., Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.: v
Central legend: cut. Central legend: cut.
Inner margin: =ley — Margin: . — Jg 4[f —
Outer margin: i [ Border 1: double, linear.
Border 2: single, linear.

The fragment consist of two parts fitting to each other.
Weight: 0.32 g Size: ca 1/8 of a dirham.

Remark:

Judging from the preserved part of the date -]y and two-
hundred, the dirham in question has been struck after 200 H. =
after 815 A.D. This supposition is also supported by the presence
of outer marginal legend on the obverse 4.

BARDY

distr. Kolobrzeg
Unearthed: 1962.
Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations '°.
Kind of find: loose find.
Composition: 1 fragment of a dirham.

14 H. Nitzel, Katalog..., p. 194.

15 The excavations on the territory of an early-medieval castle
managed by the Establishment for the Archaeology of Great Poland
and Pomerania (comp. above, Note 12); comp. also A. Kmietowicz,
F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de trésors polonais... ,Folia Orientalia®,
vol. IX, pp. 318—319.
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Description of the coin.
Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.: a(?)
Traces of ¥ahada. Jsmy of#

Ma,rgin; ¢ A i — Margin: —_— ;9"6”’ b yf allf J)[“)——
Weight: 0.96 g Size: ca 1/3 of a dirham.

Remark:

The lack of the outer marginal legend on the obverse suggests

that the coin must have been struck before 200 H.= 815 A.D.
Type of the coin: early-Abbasid.

SWIELUBIE

distr. Kolobrzeg

Unearthed: 19638.

Circumstances: during the archaeological excavations 6.
Kind of find: grave-find.

Composition: 1 fragment of a dirham.

Description of the coin

Mint:?, Date:?, Ruler:?

Obv.: Rev.: -1 F

A part of Sahada preserved. Js -]~
gl

Marginal legend (or legends) Margin: cut.

— cut.

The inscriptions very slightly visible. Badly preserved.

Weight: 0.28 g Size: small fragment of a dirham.

16 The excavations managed by the Establishment for the Ar-
chaeology of Great Poland and Pomerania in Poznan (comp. above
Note 12). Comp. also A. Kmietowicz, F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de
trésors polonais... ,Folia Orientalia®, vol. IX, pp. 317—318.
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Remark:
This is probably the fragment of an Abbasid dirham from the
turn of the IT-nd and ITI-rd cc. H. = beginning of the IX-th ¢. A.D.

On the reverse graffiti \x( _ made with a sharp tool”.

" Ulla 8. Linder-Welin, Graffiti on oriental coins in Swedish
Viking Age Hoards, ,Meddelanden fran Lunds Universitets Historiska
Museum®, Lund 1956, pp. 149—171; the graffiti resembling a runic
inscription appeared also on the dirham from Bardy distr. Kolobrzeg,
described by A. Kmietowicz, F. Kmietowicz, Dirhems de trésors
polonais... ,Folia Orientalia®, vol. IX, p. 319.
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. P. JAIIKEBUY, 3. TPBIAPCKHU

APMSIHO-KBIITUAKCKUN TOKYMEHT
N3 KOHCTAHTHHOIIOJNS 1618 T.

B orimune OoT onyOJIMKOBaHHBIX DaHbLIE Ha CTPAHHUIEAX BOCTOKO-
BEMUECKUX M3HAAHUN KBITUAKCKO-TIOJHCKUX OHIIMHIB M3 JILBOBCKHUX CO-
Opanuii !, ceromHAmMHAA MyOIUKalusa UMEET HECKOJIBKO OCOOBIH OTTEHOK.
VHuKaIpHBIN XapakTep OMJIMHIBBI ONPEENISETCSI TEM, YTO HAOKYMEHT
1618 r. — eOWHCTBEHHBII OO CHX IIOp HW3BECTHBIN NHCHMEHHBIA IIaMsIT-
HHK Ha apMSHO-KBINYAKCKOM fA3bIKE, COCTABJIEHHBIH BHE IPEIETIOB
cpenueBexoBoii Peun Ilocrosnmroi, BHE IPEHENIOB CYLIECTBOBABIINX HA
€e TEepPUTOPHM APMAHCKHX KojoHui. Hanmcammeni B Komcranrusonone
JIOKYMEHT, YIOCTOBEPEHHBIM IOMMUCAMY IISATEPHIX APMSHCKHAX KYIIIOB,
SIBJISIETCST BRYKHBIM CBHCTEJIHCTBOM TOrO, YTO M JAJIEKO 3a NpeIesiamMu
JOBOJILHO Y3KOro, IO-BHAUMOMY, B mepBoi mosnosume XVII B. apeanma
apPMSIHO-KBIITYAKCKOI0 3BIKA, MOYKHO ObLIO HAWTH JIMIl, BIAJEBIINX
9THM SI3BIKOM M J@)K€ COCTaBJIABIIKX JOKYMEHTHI HA HEM. '

Wrax, B IleHTpadpHOM TrOCyJapCTBEHHOM HCTOPHYECKOM apXHBe
VCCP Bo JIpBoBe ? XpaHWTCS CIEAYIOIINH JOKYMEHT Ha apMAHO-KBII-
YaKCKOM s13bIKe 1618 r. 1 COBpeMEHHBI eMy HepeBOJ Ha TIOJIbCKUM A3BIK.

A. ApMAHO-KBINYaKCKUNA TEKCT

1. Anun Alsdudzoly

2 zamaninda y[alék[o] sérépk lolvic mé¢ik’ k' arvan basinin naténcas
barca

3 ioldaslardan tanlangan Iiclip stimblolga) d[iarln 12 Iuni biz aaya

4 iazilganlar vlasniy yollarimiz bila zéznavat étip bériyirbiz

5 bu atéstaciyani plaln ivask’o takub oylu vartérisovienin

1 Cm. - ,Rocznik Orientalistyczny®, XXXIII, 1, ec¢. 77—96,

u XXXIII, 2, c. 67—107.
2 B pmamemetimmem ITIOTA.





