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THE ANCIENT MONUMENTS OF ALEXANDRIA 
ACCORDING TO ACCOUNTS BY MEDIEVAL ARAB 

AUTHORS (IX-XV CENTURY) 

a) General information concerning the ancient· monuments of 
Alexandria. 

All Arab authors give an identical, though fairly general 
description of the structure of the town, all agree in emphasizing 
the existence of a regular network of streets. This common obser­
vation may be the result of surprise, as previously the Arabs had 
known only towns with narrow winding streets. ·with great admi­
ration mention is made of the numerous columns and white walls, 
from which an extraordinary brightness is reflected. 

The earliest mentions of .Alexandria in the works of Arab 
Moslems can be found in the accounts of Ibn Hurdadbih 
(820-913) .1_ More details ai'e contained in the writings of Ibn 
al-~akam, who lived in Egypt (died 870~ 871) 2• He states that 
Alexandria consisted of three towns (that is, three districts), of 
which the richest and most developed was the part where Pharos 
was situated 3 • Each district possessed its own walls; in addition 
to these the town as a whole was surrounded by a common wall 4• 

The traveller and geographer Ibn ~awlF'al (active during the 

1 Ibn .l;iurdabih, Al-Masalilc wal-Mamalilc, ed. J. de Goeje, 
Leyden 1889, p. 115. 

2 Ibn 'Abd al-1:Iakam, Futul:z, Mi.~r ed. 0. Torrey, New Ha­
ven 1922, pp. 28-45. 

3- 4 Ibn 'Abd al-I_Iakam, op. oit. p. 37. 



78 

years 944-977) restricts himself to the statement that ,,.Alexandria 
is a great town, which possessed many columns and much marble" 5• 

.Al-Mas'iidi (died ~58), describing his sojourn in .Alexandria, 
became the first to give a greater number of details 6• He writes 
that ,,.Alexander, in the place which he chose for building the 
city, found there the remains of former buildings and many 
columns" 7 • This statement is important in that it occurs five 
centuries prior tot the opinion of al-Mal.uizi, who maintains that 
.Alexandria was founded on the site of ancient Rhacotis (see 
below) . .Al Mas'iidi a).so drnw attention to the fact that the ,,city 
is composed of tiers, beneath which thei'e ai'e vaults". The buildings 
were erected on archlike constructions, supported on columns, 
sometimes forming more than thi·ee levels 8 • The purpose of such 
construction was the creation of subterranean wells to collect 
water seeping through from the Nile, and from rainfall 9 • .Al­
Mas'iidi, l1ke many others, also writes that ,,in .AlexandTia there 
was so much marble, that during the night no light was necessary, 
because the marble shone so brightly" 10 • According to this author 
the town was surrounded by seven walls (of multicoloured stone), 
between which there were moats 11• In addition Al-Mas'iidi men­
tions the ships which came to Alexandria from Rhodes, and 
maintains that the marble was brought here from this very island, 
also from Sicily, Ifri~iya and I¾:ritis (Crete) 12. Nor did the ancient 
inscriptions escape his notice; he mentions the finding of in­
scriptions, whose translation he gives and which he calls ,,~imy­
aritic" 13. This, of course, is impossible; as is known from other 
sources, the Arabs often considered unknown and incomprehensible 
writing to be ,,himyaritic" 14. Presumably al-Mas'iidi had come 
across Greek inscriptions. Or perhaps they were Egyptian hiero­
glyphs? 

In the XII century .Alexandria was visited by Ibn-Gubayr 
(1145-1217). He gives a very detailed description of everyday 
life in the XII and XIII century. In his account he draws at-

5 Ibn ]:law~al, Surat al-Arif, ed. J. K. Kramers, Leyden 1938-39, 
pp. 150-151. 

6 al-Mas'iidi, Murug ad,-l}_ahab, ed. C. B. de Meynard and P. de 
0ourteille, Paris 1861-1877. t. II, pp. 420-441. 

7-14 Ibid. t. II, pp. 420-430. • 
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tention to the constructions under the ground, that is, to the 
wells for collecting Nile water. In those days the town possessed 
many rooms for guests arriving there, al.so numerous baths, 
hospitals and schools 15

• This author also tells of the strange 
luminosity :reflected from the marble,· so bright, that people could 
work at night without -artificial light 16 • 

Abii'l-Fida: (1279-1332) writes clearly, that ,,Alexandria is 
a most beautiful city, that it was built in the form of a, chessboard 
and that such a structure of the streets made it impossible for 
a stranger to be lost in the town" 17 . The symmetrical lay-out of 
the town is mentioned by YalFiit (1179-1229). According to him 
.Alexandria had eight intersecting streets 18. 

.Al-Ma1Frizi (1364-1442), who knew .Alexandria well, states 
that the city was built by .Alexander on the place whe.re ancient 
Rhacotis once stood 19

• He repeats many details given earlier, for 
example, about the different levels of the buildings. He writes 
that there were 12,000 baths (dimas) 20 in .Alexandria, and also 
many statues (200 made from gold). The buildings of .Alexandria 
extended as far Ar-Rashjd (Rosetta). Among the inhabitants 
there were about 40,000 Jews. Of special interest is Al-Makrizi's 
remark, that all brick buildings thi·oughciut Egypt origi~ated 
from Persian times, whereas those made of stone date from the 
times of Riim (Byzantium) 21. 

b) Descriptions of the ancient buildings of .Alexandria 

The Arab authors devote much attention to the individual 
ancient buildings whose remains they -visited, or whose descrip-

15 Ibn Gubayr, Ri!J,la, ed. W. Wright, Leyden 1907, pp. 38-40. 
16 Ibid. pp. 42-43. 
17 .Abii'l Fida', Talpwim al-Buldan ed. J. T. Reinaud and de 

Slane, Paris, 1840, p. 230. 
18 Ya~iit, Mu'gam al-Buldiin Leipzig 1866-1873, ed. F. Wiisten-

feld, t. I. pp. 254-265. . 
19

_ al-Ma~rizi, Al-Mawa'i~ wal-'Itibar Ji Dikr al-]Jitat wa l'Atar, 
(al-l;htat) Cairo-Bula~, 1270 h. (1853-54) t. I, pp. 232-233. • 

20 Domas, Damus, Daymus, Dimas. Etymology from the Greek 
demosion, etymology and the meaning given by R. Dozy Supplement 
auw dictionnaires arabes, Leiden 1927, t. I, p. 460. ' 

21 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 232. 
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tions they found in the works quoted by them. Part of these 
monuments can be identified with the buildings already known 
to us; however some still remain enigmatic, and it is impossible 
to establish their character. Among the ancient edifices, whose 
identification does not cause particular difficulty, one may men­
tion above all the lighthouse on the Island of Pharo$, also the 
ruins of the Serapeum (called by the Arabs ?awari Sulayman), 
the so-called pillar of Pompey ('amud a?-?awari), the Caesareum 
(al-Kay~ariya), the two obelisks (al-misallatan) and the Museum 
(ar-.Riwa"[c). Moreover, reference is made to the theatre (dar al­
rnal'ab), the Green Cupola al-1[:ubbat al-J!,aif,ra') and the great 
bronze statue (sarab,il). In the unpublished part of al-l_Iimyari's 
work a description of a magnificent palace (al-~a~r al-A'fam) 
can be found; however, it is difficult to identify this. Perhaps it 
is yet another description of the Serapeum, or an account, unique 
until this ·day, of the ruins of the Ptolemy Palace (see below). 

Let us now consider in turn the available data relating to 
each individual monument. 

1. The Museum 

The Museum appears in medieval Arab sources under the 
names of A.r-Riwal,c, Riwal,c ·A.ristutalis or Maglis al-'ulama'; there 
is, however, no detailed description of its remains. 

Ibn Gubayr (1145-1217) tells of a place for philosophers 
where there was a multitude of marble pillars, some of them 
very high 22 • 

Yal,cilt (1179-1229) names it a place ,,where scholars and 
alchemists sit. The place of their sessions was like stairs, where 
they sit divided into classes. On the lowest level sat the alchemists, 
making gold from silver by chemical means. Next to these stairs 
there was a spring of water able to cure leprosy" 23 • 

.An-Nil wayri (died 1332) writes clearly, that ,,of the ruins 
of the .Academy only a few columns remain" 24• 

22 Ibn Gubayr, op. cit. pp. 40-44. 
23 Yal~ ii t, op. cit. t. I, pp. 254-265. 
24 an-Niiwayri, Nihayat al'Arab, Cairo, 1923-33, t. I. p. 398. 
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Thus it can be seen, that on the subject of one of the most 
famous buildings of .Alexandria, having particular significance for 
world learning and art, only a few general remarks have survived 
in the texts of Arab writers. 

2. The Caesareum 

It is mentioned once as Al-~aj~ariya (Ibn al-~akam, died 871). 
Presumably it was converted by the Christians into a church, 
which can be identified with the Kanisat 'asfal al-'ar(l ( church 
beneath the ground) mentioned by al-Mal,crizi. On the other hand, 
there are many descriptions of the obelisks which stood in front 
of this building; they were very well preserved and always roused 
the admiration of visitors to the city. They were known as ,,Cleo­
patra's needles", or al-misallatan. 

.Al-Idrisi (110-1166) writes of two obelisks consisting of 
square-based stone monoliths. Their height was 5 "[ciyam (5 times 
the height of a man) and one side of the base was 10 sibr (2,25 m.). 
They were covered with inscriptions, which al-Idrisi calls suryani 
(Syrian). The author adds that the obelisks were hewn out of the 
Bedim mountain in Western Egypt. He gives a translation - of 
course, hypothetical - of the writing: ,,I, Ya'mur the son of 
Shaddad, built this city" 25• 

The two obelisks are mentioned also by Yal,ciit (1179-1229). 
They were situated near to the ,,Mosque of Mercy" (Ar-Ra!i,ma), 
and were covered with Himyaritic writing 26• 

.Al-MaIFrizi (1364-1422) informs us that the height of each 
obelisk was 80 ,J,ira' (43,20 m.), that they were decorated with 
figures and covered with inscriptions. Re adds that they were 
built by the Coptic Kings or by the Pharaohs 27 . 

Ibn al-l_Iakam (IX century) comments that there were 
5 mosques in .Alexandria: 

25 al-Idrisi, Nuzhat al-Mushtak ... ed. J. de Goeje, Leyden 1864, 
pp. 137-141. -

26 Yal~ ii t, qp. cit. t. I. pp. 254-265. 
27 al-Mal~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 242. 

6 - Fo!ia Orientalia, t. XIII 
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1 - The mosque of Musa, situated near the Minaret and even 
closer to the church, 

2 - The mosque of Sulayman, 
3-4 ~ The mosque of Du 1-~arnayn (i. e. of Alexander) or· al­

~adir; it stood close to the swamps of al-~ay~ariya, that 
is the Caesa'reum, 

5 - The 'Amar mosque of. unknown situation 28
• 

3. Serape.um 

This is known in Arab sources aff•ffawari, sometimes f!awari 
Sulayman, and - in comparison with other buildi~gs - a gr~at 
deal· of detailed descriptions have been devoted to it. It owes its 
Arabic name ffawari (columns) to the lai·ge number· of pillars 
characteristic of this place. • • 

Ibn Rusta (c. 903) states clearly, that in this place there once 
stood a palace, now in ruins, and of which only the columns 
without the roof have survived. The l;milding once had door. en-

.. 29 
tirely hewn out of stone, as smooth and clear as a mirror • 

On the other hand Al-Id'risi (1100-1166) maintains that here 
was a ,,meeting place", which was situated in the Southe~n part 
of the city, called by the name of Solomon, son of David, ~nd 
built by Ya'mur, son of Shaddad. Al-Idrisi gives the followmg 
account of this building: ,, ... the columns form a rectangle of 
16 x 67 columns,. and in the Northern corner there is a laTge 
column with a capital and_):-esting on a marble base, whose cir­
cumference is 80 sibr (18,00 m.), while the circumference of the 
column is 40 sibr (9,00 m.), and the height of the column from 
the base to the head is 9 qiyam (9 times the height of a man). 
The capital is beautifully sculptured. Although it is slightly _lean­
ing it stands firm" 30 • So the deffc'ription of the Serapeum is ac-

, ' ill companied here by an account of the so-called Pompey s P ar, 
• amud as-sawari which is mentioned many times in the sources. 

. . ' 
28 Ibn'Abd al-l;Iakam, op. cit. p. 41. . 
20 Ibn Riista (Rosteh), Kitiib al-Buldan ed. M. J. de Goe3e, Ley-

den 1892, p. 117. 
30 al-Idrisi, op. cit. pp. 140-141. 
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The traveller Al-Garnati (1080/81-1169/70) also defined the 
Serapeum as a ,,place of meetings" built by the Djinns for So­
lomon. The colu~ns were made from 'red marble, shining like 
a mirror and able to 'reflect the human figure. The author esti­
mates the number of columns at approximately 300 and the 
height of each was about 30 iJ:.ira' (over 16 metres). The marble 
ba_ses and th_e capitals were beautifully decorated. Acco'rdi_ng to 
this author, m the centre stood another very high marble pillar 
of the same colour (111 iJ:.ira' i. e. 60 metres high) 3. 

Ya~ut (1179-1229) writes the following about Pompey's 
pillar: ,, ... I visited the whole of Alexandria, and most of all 
I admired 0:1-e column, which is close by one of the city gates, 
the gate of Sagara". After a detailed description, which I shall 
not quote here as it resembles other accounts, Yal,riit adds: 
,, ... I was told that there is a pillar similar to this one in .Aswan 

' ' 
hewn on the spot out of stone and then smoothed down". The 
author continues to mention that the 'Amud as-Sawari of .Ale­
xandria was brought from Aswan down the Nil~ ·by raft 32. 

Al-~azwini (1203-1283) writes that the column was situated 
near the gate as-sagara (,,Gate of the Tree"), and compares its 
size to that of a minaret; he also draws attention to the fact that 
it was made from a single block 33• 

Abu I-Fida' (1273-1332) estimates its height at 43 dira' 
(23,22 metres) 34_ -

Ibn-Battu'(ia (1304-1377) considers this pillar to be one of 
the wonders of .Alexandria. He also emphasizes the fact that it 
was made from a single block, and placed on a base made from 
square stones. It is not known, however, how the column was 
put into position 35• 

Al-Mal,rrizi (1364-1422) describes it as a large column of 
shining red speckled stone. Nearby there stood 400 columns 

31 al-Garnati, Tub,fat al-.Albiib ed. G. Ferrand, Paris, 1925, 
p. 73. 

32 Yal~iit, op. cit. pp. 254-265. 
33 al-~azwini, '.Agfi'ib al-Manlukiit ed. F. Wiistenfeld, Gottin-

gen, 1849, pp. 97-98. V • 

34 Abii'l-Fida', op. cit. p. 230. 
35 Ibn BaHiita, Tub-fat an-Nuzziir ed. C. Defremery and R. San­

guinette, Paris, 1879-1893. pp. 10__:_ll. 
6• 
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(he means the columns still surviving from the Serapeum). The 
height of the pillar is estimated at 70 <!:_irii' (37,80 m.), and its 
radius - 5 dirii' (2,70 m.). He adds that a similar column can be 
found in .As;,.an 36• Furthermore he writes that ,,'.Amiid a~-Sawari 
is one of many pillars, which mark the place of .Aristotle, where 
the study of philosophy took place" 37

• 

The so-called Pompey's pillar is a characteristic feature of the 
Serapeum, distinguishing it clearly, for example, from the museum, 
inspite of other indications to the contrary. 

Finally, an-Niiwayri (died 1332) describes a building which 
could be taken for the theatre, but for the fact that he mentions 
the rem~ins of pillars, and above all ,,one standing. within the 
whole called Sawari, very straight and high, of red stone from 
Aswan" 38 • This shows that the account must refer to the Sera­
peum. It ~ppears that scholars used to gather in this place. Here 
is its description: ,,.All have a similar view and can see one another, 
although they occupy different places. If someone does something, 
all see it, if someone says something, all hear it, whether from 
nearby or from afar" 39 • Perhaps ap.-Nuwayri, writing about 
a building which he had not seen himself, confuses here facts 
drawn earlier accounts. 

4. The Theatre 

The two accounts cited below undoubtedly refer to the .Ale­
xandria theatre. In the unpublished (apart from fragments) work 
of al-Himyari (XIII-XIV centuries), mention is made of a ,,House 
of Ga~es" (Diir al-mal'ab), which in the times of the author was 
already lying mostly in ruins. ,,It was built in a very wise manner: 
people went there to settle their affairs and to exchange view~. 
Each man who sits there is face to face with another, and all 1s 
visible both for those sitting nearby and afar". On certain festive 
days the rulers, nobles and common folk used to gather there, 

36 al-Mali:rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 257. 
a7 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 257. 
38 an-Niiwayri, op. cit. t. I. p. 398. 
39 an-Niiwayri, op. cit. t. I. p. 398. 
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while the young played ball by means of a stick. There was 
a soothsaying, that a ball falling into the sleeve of a person sitting 
~mo~g the a~dience predic!ed that he would rule over Egypt. It 
1s said t~at .Amr Ibn al-'.A~, before conquering Egypt, lived in 
.Alexandria as a merchant, and that just such an event happened 
to him" (see below). 

Similar information is given by al-Ma]p-izi (1364-1442). He 
relates that a thousand people come to this building. Each man 
can see the face of the others. If someone reads a book all hear 
him. If a game is played, all see it. People are spaced out ac­
cording to their social standing 40 • Elsewhere al-Makrizi writes: 
,,In the city, which lies in rui;ns, there is a theatr~ (al-mal'ab) 
in the shape of a circle, surrou;nded by seven columns; at their 
head stand small figures made of bronze" u. 

5. The Lighthouse (Manara) 

In an account dating from the IX century, Ibn-Hurdagbih 
(846) tells of a building containing 366 rooms all arou;d it and 
a mosque at its top. The building is ringed by a spiral app;oach 
without steps, just as the Surra-man-ra•a mosque in Iraq 42_ 

Ibn-Riista (903) estimates the height of the .Alexandria 
minaret at 300 ells. It was approached by 300 steps. Each step 
had an opening, through which it was possible to look at the sea 43. 

Ibn-~awfal (943-977) is the first .Arab writer to attempt 
to describe the purpose of this astonishing edifice. Re holds the 
view that the lighthouse was used to study the stars and so stresses 
• ' its scholarly application. Re denies the existence of a ,,mirror:"«. 

.Al-Ma~'iidi (died 956) writes of the covetous Caliph al-Walid 
(VII century), who damaged the building and destroyed the mirror 
for the treasures they contained. After this event the minaret still 
stands today (332 R = 943 .A. D.) 4s_ 

40 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. pp. 255-256. 
41 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 235. 
42 Ibn :ijurdadbih, op. cit. p. 114. 
'

3 IbnRiista, op. cit. p. 118. 
44 Ibn l;Iawli:al, op. cit. t. I. p. 151. 
'5 al-Mas'iidi, op. cit. t. II. pp. 433-436. 



86 

Al-Garnati (1080-1169) in his description of this building 
clearly mentions three tiers, of which one is square and built of 
limestone, the second is octagonal, made of brick, while the third, 
which is round, consists of hewn limestone. He also· mentions the 
destruction wrought by al-Walid; he adds, that after the damage 
a new mirror was built in the tower, but subsequently it was 
eroded by rust. ·To the lowest part, built by Alexander the Great, 
there leads a gate which is about 200 ells higher than ground level; 
it is entered via • an archway built from hewn stone. 

To the right there are doors leading to the place of assembly. 
This chamber has an area. of 20 square ells (to the right and left 
there are further i·ooms, reached by light from the outside). On 
the higher floors it is the same; and there were fou:r such floors. 
The author visited these chambers in 511 H = 1117 A. D. Al­
Gharnati. appends a very interesting sketch of the building and 
its entrance (see fig. 1) 46 • 

The real purpose of this impressive edifice is described by 
Ibn-Gubayr (1145-1217): ,,it guides the ships, which without 
it would not find their way into the port of Alexandria". Ibn­
Gubayr measured one of the four ~ides of this building - its 
length was over 50 ba (100 m.), while its height was estimated 
at 150 ~ama (150 times the height of a man). ,,Inside the edifice 
there were gigantic stairs and passages, also so many chambers, 
that OP.e could become lost in them. On the top there was a mos­
que, in which I pi·ayed and was enthralled by its construction" 47 . 

Ad-Dimas:!Fi (1256-1327) mentions the ancient sculptures 
adorning the Alexandria lighthouse: ,,On the Manara (lighthouse) 
there were many figures of copper. One of them is a copper monu • 
ment, pointing with its right hand at the sun, and turning around 
with it. Another monument had its face directed towards the sea, 
and as soon. as the hour of the night passed, a melodious voice was 
heard" 48 . The minai·et was built of polished stone and streP.gthened 
with lead. 

Also al-Idrisi (1100-1166) defines the purpose of the building, 

46 al-Garnati, op. cit. pp. 71-72. 
47 Ibn Gubayr, op. cit. pp. 40-44. 
48 ad-Dimas~i, Nu~bat ad-Dahr ed. A. Mehren, Leipzig 1923, 

pp. 36-37. • 

Fig. 1. The Lighthouse (as given by Al-Garnati) 
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saying that ,, ... day and night fires burned upon it to guide 
ships". He estimates the height of the building at 300 ells 49

• 

Yakiit (1179-1229) writes that ,, ... the manara is a square 
edifice, :reminiscent of a fortress or a cloister. One corner was 
damaged, but king f;lalah (Saladin) and certain viziers ordered 
it to be repaired. The repaired part was better than the old part 
of the building. The manara is a high fortress on a lofty cliff, 
overlooking the sea. It is situated on the end of an island, which 
cuts into the port of .Alexandria. The edifice consists of three 
tiers (fig. 2). It is said that their are no dwellings within, but 
around it run stairs as if to an empty well". The author, who 
visited the place, confirms that the mirror was missing from the 
tower. There were no traces of it, moreover, as he adds - how can 
one see oneself in a mirror at a distance of over 100 ells~ He esti­
mates the height of the building at 230 ells, and considers it to 
be the only :remaining part of the sunken town 50

• 

Al-Kazwini (1203-1283) in describing the manara repeats 
the information given by Ya~iit, and also gives a similar drawing. 
Moreover he states that ,,in our times ,manara is a high fortress 
on a high mountain, looking at its own reflection in the sea. It is 
situated on the edge of an island, which extends about 100 metres 
into the sea. ·The fortress is square and possesses wide stairs, which 
one can pass on foot and on horseback. They are made from large 
stones. They lead to a higher lev~l and ·are facing the sea. In the 
centre there is a smaller fortress, which is entered by other stairs 
leading to a higher floor with little balconies, and in the middle 
there is a beautiful dome, probably a place for a sentry" 51

• 

The next Arab author Abii'l-Fida' (1273-1332) also men­
tions a mirror made of ,,,Qhinese iron", destroyed in the times of 
al-Walid (VII century). He assesses the height of the building 
at 180 ells 52• 

Ibn Battuta (1304-1377) visited the manara and noticed 
that one of the corners was damaged. It was a square edifice, 
rising steeply into the air:- The gate was positioned above ground 

49 al-Idrisi, op. cit. pp. 137-141. 
60 Ya 4: ii t, op. cit. t. I. pp. 254-265. 
51 al-~azwini, op. cit. pp. 97-99. 
52 Abii'l-Fida', op. cit. p. 105. 
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level, and beside it there were other buildings. A wooden bridge 
lead to the gate. Behind the door sat a guard. There were many 
chambers. The width of the entrance (corridor) was 9 sibr (2,025 m.), 
the thickness of the walls 10 sibr (2,25 m.). The width of the mina­
ret on each side was 140 sibr (31,5 m.). The manara was situated 
on a small hill (tell) at a distance of 1 farsah (1 F = approx. 6 km.) 
from the town by overland route. The la;d on which it stands is 
rectangular, surrounded on three sides by the sea. On the area 
joining the manaraz with the bank there is a burial ground. In 
750 H (1349/50 A. D.) on returning from a journey Ibn Battuta 
went to the manaraz which had unfortunately been ruined, and 
so it was not possible to proceed to the top. An-Na1?ir, sultan of 
the Mamelukes, who ruled until 1340, intended to erect a similar 
edifice. He began work on the building, but death interrupted 
him 53. 

Al-Ma~:rizi (1364-1442) repeats many facts given by pre­
vious authors. He mentions the date when the manara was de­
stroyed by an earthquake: 777 H (1377-78 A. D.), adding that 
,,the manara was built from smooth stone, hewn and then bound 
together by lead. It possessed glass vaults (he uses the past tense). 
There were 300 chambre situated one upon the other, in the 
Eastern part there was an inscription, which translated into Arabic 
reads: ,,This mirror was built not long ago by a Greek, the daughter 
of Marinos, in order to observe the planets". The manara was 
erected by one of the Ptolemy family - the Greek kings after 
the death of .Alexander. The manara is 230 ells high (once 400 ells). 
It consisted of three levels. The lowest was square and made of 
white stone, about 110 ells high, while above it there towered 
the part having eight sides, made of stones held by mortar, less 
than 60 ells high. Around the octagonal part there was an open 
spiral gallery, by which one approached the round building. 

Ibn Tilliin (IX century) wanted to :renovate the manara, and 
therefore he built a wooden dome on the top, which is entered 
from the inside. The cupola was open, round and without stairs. 
On the northern side of the manara there was an inscription in 
Greek in letters made from lead. The length of the letters was one 

53 Ibn BaHii~a, op. cit. pp. 8-9. 



Fig. 2. The Lighthouse (as given by Ja~iit) 
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ell, and their width one span. The western corner of the building 
facing the sea was damaged. It was rebuilt by general Humara­
wayh, son of Ibn '.fiiliin. At this time the distance bet~een the 
minaret and the town was one league. In 344 H (955 .A.. D.) about 
300 ells of the upper part of the building was destroyed during 
an earthquake. 

At the manara there was a mosque, in which the people prayed. 
In 673 H (1274 .A.. D.) Baybars ordered the destruction to be 
repaired and a mosque to be built in place of the dome. This 
mosque was also destroyed as a result of an earthquake in 702 H 
(1302-3 .A. D.); it was rebuilt in 703 and stands till today 54 • 

Many of the earlier facts are repeated by an-Nuwayri (died 
1332 .A... D.). He considers the Ptolemy kings to be the builders 
of the manara. He distingiushes three tiers of -various shapes, built 
from different materials. The lowest part was made of stone, while 
the middle ( octagonal) part was built not of stone, but of bricks 
and mortar; its height was 60 ells. The highest part of the building 
was round in shape. In this place Ibn '.fiiliin (IX century) erected 
a wooden cupola, but it was destroyed by winds. In its place 
Baybars built a mosque, later destroyed by an earthquake. In 
703-H (1303 .A.. D.) this mosque was rebuilt by .A..n-Na~fr (sultan 
of the Mamelukes in the XIV century) 55 • .A. -very interesting account 
is contained in the manuscript of al-~imyari. 

6. Other buildings 

.A.part from the above named buildings, which are relatively 
easy to identify, the .Arnb authors refer to other monuments, which 
cannot be defined so exactly. 

One of them is the so-called green cupola .A.1-~ubbat al-1~1:aQ.ra'. 
Ibn Riista (903) states that ,,a dome known as the green cupola 
could be seen there, of which it was said that it was the cupola 
of the Pharaoh. The dome is suspended on 16 pillars cut out of 
the rock. In the cupola thei·e are statues and ornaments mostly 
destroyed, howe-vei·, some still exist. This place is called 'Place 

54 al-Mal~rizi, op. cit. t. I. pp. 251-255. 
55 an-Niiwayri, op. cit. t. I, p. 395. 
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of the Pharaoh' (Bab Fir'awn). Near to the pillars there is something 
resembling two square minarets, which are shaped like the hand 
(of a sundial), made of copper or brass. On them there is an incom­
prehensible inscription - presumably they are wise proverbs". 
Beneath the monument which stands against the minaret fires 
were burned. Once the monument caught fire and melted, des­
stroying both minarets. ,,The green cupola is situated at the 
'Eastern Gate', and above it there stand 16 marble columns. It 
is in the centre of the city. To the right of the cupola is the sea, 
and to the left - sycamore trees and vineyards. Opposite is the 
market" 56 • 

.Al-Ma]µ-izi writes: ,,O:ne of the marvels of .Alexandria is the 
green cupola, wondrous, faced with copper - like pure gold, 
which nothing can destroy". In the centre of the town Rhacotis 
(arab. RalF.iida - where .Alexandria stands today) a cupola was 
constructed on pillars of gilded copper . .Above it a mirror, made 
of various metal alloys, was suspended. It had a diameter of 
5 sibr (11,25 m.) and a height of 100 r!:_ira' (54,04 m.). When 
a strap_ger approaches, or when somethi:i;ig emerged from the sea, 
the mirror focussed accordingly sets the approaching man afire. 
It now lies under the sea . .Alexander built the .Alexandria lightouse 
after the fashion of this cupola 57• 

These accounts are presumably references to the devices with 
which the lighthouse was equipped ~ clockwork mechanisms, 
the entrance ramp fulfilling the role of a gnomon, and the ,,lenses" . 
.Among this same group of monumets we may class the 1escrip­
tion of the colossal bron,ze statue called sara"ly,il by the .Arabs. 
.Al-M!lilF.rizj, quoting Sa'id ibn '.Abd ar-Ral}.man Ibn Yiinis, writes: 
,,In .Alexandria on a coastal cliff there is a statue pointing to 
Constantinople. We know not, whether this is the work of Solomon 
or .Alexander . .Al-Walid melted it down, as he was in need of mo­
ney. The eyes of the statue were made of semi-precious stones" 58

• 

Of special interest is the full description of .Alexandria - so 
far unpublished- given by .Abii '.Abd .Allah Mul,lammad b. '.Abd 
al-Mun'im al-~imyari in his work .Ar-Rawc;l al-Mi'tar (VII cen-

56 Ibn Riista, op. cit. pp. 117...:..,_118. 
57 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 233. 
58 al-Ma~rizi, op. cit. t. I. p. 174. 
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tury .A. H. - XIII century .A. D.) 59• The .Arabic text with an 
English translation are presented below. For this paper I have 
used a microfilm of the Istanbul manuscript of Bayram Nur 
Osmannah, Istanbul No. 44. (referred to by the abbreviation Is.). 

~.).A.:C\ 
1 

~ 0-! )..\..:.C, \II ~l: f'4A )½.) if ~ ~- ..lA ~.)-A.:.C\ 

1l.a:...I W J~ \II 01 cl);_, &11 
2

J~ J>-L. ~ ~ _, ~I.··. , 

~.,) 0l(, ,_,)\ )~ 0A ~\/1_, L._, 4A_,) ~., ~):>l: J ~JI .t.l 

~~~WI_, 4:.;ll_, 
4

~1)1 ~~~~ ~ 11 
3

1l;..l, if J~. ~ 
u _, 0~ j\ l~ ~l~l; ~.).A.:C ')/\ ~ _,,. J'l, ~~ ~-..\.A 

0 A J_, \/1 pi ~., ..c._JI rLaJL. ~ .,s::: ~~ r,t~ ) yf l~ ,l> 1 

..:-ki _, )I _,ll c.S ..\.c~ u) -A..::. )l~ ;.,: ) I -A..::. ~\ )k .:.l _,l. _, ~ 
1 

J'\il 

~\ )l-11 01; 1JI ~~_, )\},\/1_, J~\ t-1_,..::._, )l-ll ~ 

$~\ Ja;I_, 1Jl<4.:.!_..\.A l.:.410 ~1 01 u) 11_, )~I J l~b ~~ f 
~.ki ~11 ~; l-R_, 0 .:.~~1 L.0 .:.:l~l; r\/1_, 

6

J~1 0 A ,...u c.S; 
8 7 6 

)_r.- ~~ ~ _,;L \I_, J~ a ~ \I JI ..JI ~l,11) if ~; 1t; 

c.SIJ ;_,4' )~\ j! _ _;..l\ 0lkL _, J~·\/1 tlk..a;I_, JI-AAJI 1l:J us:J _, 
9 

c.Sl1 W; ,c.S-A•: l~..uL . .,;i~_ Yl, cS / J_,k _, c.S~;. ~✓ _, cS j\ 

. • 
59 Sa!eh K. Hamarneh, An unpublished Description of Jerusalem 

in the Middle Ages, as found in the ar-Rawij al-Mi'tar, ,,Folia Orientalia", 
tome XI, Cracow 1970. pp. 145-146. 

1 IS. JJ-. 2 IS . ..i"'!I. 3 IS . .)\5, 
6 IS . .J~· 

7 IS . ...r· 8 IS . .)Iv-, 

4 IS. I~ I. 
9 IS. <$1.J, 

5 IS. d.\.JI. 
io IS. ~-l__w,. 
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2 1 1/ -~ 
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3 
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7 • 6 • • 
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. a 

)..a: I ~ ½: ....; lk:;.. ':I _,..a;. ':I\ J:. _) .. I Ji~ l1i J _,,.a.;_, lll) \ .,...., \ _ J► 

l~i I J l.a:' ... ) .,_,., J ..>...:.;.. ) .,..., y; \ lA I ) \ r 1 4.tt~-l~}► L5~., u--L.l I 

).:.JI 0 .:; _ _, ~ l:~ ~ ~\ _, ✓ J ':J \ J .,___. j ~~ ~:. -\A ~ \ ~; I< 
9 • 
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9
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11- 10 f 
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if ,.A. lA l~:' ~; 4~:.✓ ~ 1 J\> I 0A -.::,..~) J ..\., ; I rl I 

if ~l_, .. ll ~) 0t; ~ ~1il::; ,~.\ ;~ ... A J► ., -A .. l\ ~57✓ 
1 IS . ..,,_L..,. 2 IS . .k.1.,. 3 IS . .::...L:...:... 4 IS. l:.,, 5 IS. ,_;;,·. 

6 IS . .r.A!. 7 IS . ._:-#. 8 IS. ~- 9 IS . .f-· 9a IS. '.>_,J,1. 
lO IS. ;;\)-1. 11 IS .• 1).1. 12 Is:~ 
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~ t..~ ,.r~ _, ii ..,.JI l~: ~lk _, ~i _,; ~- 0l1i, L. 1 J\;.. I .::.,l.f ..u) I 

,-~ _, u--\j i:,r J:tl...i· Jl.:....ll j J--::--_, l~ ?l; ~51..,.JI dt;· ~ 
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~A Jl..i.i· ~A ~l.,:o:.. l!., ~..>..i'_, t,.:,· o_.rf.( 

cll..u c_4-~~ 
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1 IS. r.· 2 IS. ~..). 3 IS. ($J'.• 4 IS. J,_L,.,. 5 IS. 0.1:>• 
6 IS. '.?J'..• sa IS. wJ?.• 7 IS. l:.,. 8 IS. l:.:. 9 IS. l5''.J· 10 IS.\.::., 
11 IS. l:.:.,· 
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l~I;) 0 _,;l4i" 4\ _,I., ~\ 0 .:::,. 
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7 - Folia Orientalia, t. XIII 
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TRANSLATION OF THE TEXT 

.Alexandria is a great city in the land of Egypt, built by 
.Alexander the son of Philip, and the city is called after him . 
It lies on the bank of the Salt Sea. When Alexander had esta­
blished his reign in his country, that is, Rome and all the countries 
of Riim (Greek and Roman) -Alexander himself was said to be 
a Roman (Greek) - he searched for a healthy place with good 
air, soil and water to build a city to live in. Then he came across 
the place where Alexandria (now stands). There he found the traces 
of buildings and columns of marble; one of these was very great, 
and on it were inscriptions written in Musnad 60, that is, the first 

60 By early Himyaritic writing we understand, Sabaean writing, 
]Jatt M usnad or ,,engraved writing", probably refers to its appearance, 
reminiscent of specific kind of construction set upon columns. (see, 
Hans Jensen, Die Schrift in Vergangenheit und Gegenwart, Berlin, 1958, 
p. 321.). • 
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language of the Himyarites and the Kings of 'Ad. (The inscription 
reads): ,,I am Saddad Tbn 'Ad. I shook the valleys and cut the 
great columns, mountains and hills, and I built Iram :Qat al­
'Imad, which has no equal to it in all countries. In this place 
I wished to build a city like Iram and to bring here every walking 
man from the different tribes and nations, but something hap­
pened to me which caused me to be in great haste, leading me far 
from what I desired. Then I had to leave this home, not because 
a tyrannical king forced me, nor was I afraid of a great army, but 
because I fulfilled what is written, because my trail was broken 
and because of the power of the Great and Almighty. Whoever 
sees my trail and knows the story of my long life on. earth, let 
him not be tempted by this world after me". 

When Alexander saw how good was the place and how healthy 
was the air and the water, he decided to build a city there. So 
he sent to· all countries for skilled craftsmen and marked out 
the foundations, bringing the pillars of marble and the coloured 
marble and stone by sea from the island of Sicily, from the land 
of Ifr,~iya and from Crete. He built tp.e city upon vaults and 
in tiers, making passages and openings for light. Through these 
passages a warrior can walk bearing a spear in his hand, and it is 
not too narrow for him. From these passages a way leads through 
the whole city of Alexandria. The bazaars of the town were situated 
one upon the other, so that the people are not exposed to the rain. 
Its walls are built from different kinds of marble, white and colo­
ured, so are the palaces and buildings; at night the city was bright 
without lamps because of the great whiteness of the marble. 
Sometimes green silk was hung over the walls and palaces, so that 
the whiteness would not hurt the eyes of the people. 

Around Alexandria seven walls were built. Before each there 
was a moat, then another wall ... (one word illegible). It is said 
that this was the most magnificent city ever built on earth, having 
the most wondrous buildings. He (Alexander) built the Manara 
(Lighthouse), which has no equal to it in all the world. He built 
it on the tip of the tongue of land, which extends from the bank 
out into the sea. He erected it on a base of glass made of flat 
plates, placed in the sea. Its height above the earth was 1000 i!:_ira:, 
and at its peak he put a mirror. This mirror was made from various 

,. 
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strange substances mixed together, so that the ships of the enemy 
could be seen in it at a distance of several days' voyage. Thus he 
was prepared for them. And when these ships approached the 
city, the people made ready various paints known to them; then 
they covered the mirror with paint in such a way, that the light 
from it was directed at the oncoming ships, burning them. On 
the Manara monuments of copper were erected, and also different 
talismans which protect and guard. The monuments had various 
properties. One of them points towards the enemy if he approaches 
at a distance of one night's journey; if he comes nearer and can 
be seen with the eye, then a horrible voice is heard from this 
monument as far as two or three leagues away. From another 
monument, when the hour of the night or day has passed, a melo­
dious voice, differing from the other, can be heard. Some people 
believe that this lighthouse was built by Alexander, while others 
think that it is the work of Queen Daltlkah. Still others· say that 
King Gibriin built it. And still others claim that it was built by 
the man who built the pyramid in Egypt. And still others say that 
the builder of Rome built Alexandria. Alexandria bears the name 
of Alexander because he lived there and from this place he con­
quered the other countries of the earth. 

It is said that Alexander was never afraid to attack an enemy 
from the sea and he was never afraid of other kings, because he 
had guards and sentries. 

It is said that the first ruler of Alexandria was Far'awn 
(Pharaoh), who built there workshops and places of assembly, 
and that he was the first to make the city prosper. After him the 
King ruled in the city, and Solomon, peace be with him, lived 
there. Beautiful palaces and workshops were built for him by 
the Djinns. And he erected on the Manara a strongly made mosque, 
which is still there today. 

The truth is that Alexander built it from the beginning, 
planning its foundations and erecting the Manara, at the top 
of which he put a mirror; it is said that no enemy ever appe­
ared on the sea until· the mirror was removed. 

The King of Riim (Byzantium) devised a cunning plot to be 
rid of the mirror from the lightouse. He sent one of his close ser­
vants, a shrewd and knowledgeable man. He travelled to one of 
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the ports (of Syria) asking for shelter, and was taken to (Caliph) 
Walid (I). He told Walid that he was one of the close servants 
of the King of Riim, and that the King wanted to put him to 
death because of unjustified hatred; and therefore he had fled. 
He said he wished to proclaim Islam, and so became a Moslem 
in the presence of Walid. He showed Walid that he was sincere 
and advised him in what he had to do. He uncovered from the 
earth some buried treasure in Damascus and in other cities of 
Al-Sam. He unearthed them with • the help of a book which 
he had with him. When Walid saw this he became covetous, and 
his greed took possession of him, so he began to discuss with the 
man about his art. He told Walid that Alexander, when he ruled 
the countties, of the world had gathered much riches an~ treasures, 
which belonged to Saddad Ibn 'Ad and to other kings of the 
Arabs and the 'adjams (Persians ~nd non-Arabs in general). He 
built for them vaults and underground passages and put there 
these treasures, riches and jewels. Then he built upon them the 
lighthouse of Alexandria. So if this Manara is destroyed, we can 
take from beneath it the treasures and .riches wliich belonged to 
Saddad Ibn 'Ad. • 

- I· 

Walid believed this and was possessed by gTeed'., so he sent 
one of his servants with this man in order to destroy the light­
house. He ordered the ruler of Alexandria to help him and to 
give him that he needs. Then this Ru.mi (Byzantine) destroyed 
the minaret until it was half and removed the minor which was 
his goal. The people of Alexandria heard of this and were indignant 
[Lt such a cunning act. When the news was spread around, the 
Ru.mi became afraid and fled during the night on a ship prepared 
for this purpose at the proper time. The Manara remained at this 
level, and its height is 300 rf:_ira 'Rasasi, that is, 3 sibr. The ques­
tion of Alexandria and its Manara is more famous than can be 
recounted in this book. (The distance) between Alexandria and 
the ManMa is one league by sea, and three by land. 

Alexandria is one of the cities of Egypt and one of its centres. 
The land of Egypt joins its Southern border with the land of an­
Niibah, from the North it borders with the Mediterranean Sea, 
and in the direction of As-Sam (Syria) there is the Fal).~ al-Tih 
(Sinai desert). From the Eastern side it borders with the ~alzam 
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sea (Red Sea), while from the West it joins the lands of the oases. 
Concerning the Manara, today it consists· of three levels. The first 
is a well constructed square edifice built of squar(l stones. They 
fit sb'closely that they appear as one stone, and time never changes 
theni. Its height is 320 rf:_ira'. On the top. The thickness of the wall 
is 8 sibr, and the height is 10 IJ:.ira'. 

The rest of the building is octagonal in shape, and its height 
is 80 rf:_ira'. The thickness of its wall is less than the wall below, 
namely, 8 rf:_ira'. On it another square building was erected, its 
height about 50 rf:_ira'. At its top there is a mosque, which once 
belonged to Solomon, peace be with him! On the Northern side 
of the Manara there was an inscription made of copper. Nobody 
can read it, nor knows what it is. The gate of the Manara is of 
iron_:, nobody knows from which time it is. The door is entered 
fro'm below the Manara at the height of its first level and is ap­
proached by a road, which can be passed by two warriors walking 
over easy ground. You do not know whether you are ascending 
or going straight. At every bend the door of a building is encoun­
tered. Inside dwellings can be found. Each of them is 20 x 10 iJ:.ira' 
in :dimension, and possesses an opening for light [md air; so it is 
not 1 blown over by the wind. The number of such chambers in 
the Manara is 364. One enters them from below upwards. There 
are 72 spirals, e:1ch of which is approached by 12 steps. All its 
chambers are vaults, and the entire building of the Manara is 
strengthened with [oak woodj. The number of its visible doors 
i.s 22, opened to let the wind pass through. Without this the 
Manara would collapse. ·whoever entei'S the Manara not knowing 
his way is lost, because there are paths leading down to its lowest 
level, to the sea. It is said that some soldiers of the governor of 
al-Maghreb, when his army came to Alexandria during the rule 
of Caliph al-Mu~tadir (908-932 A. D.), entered the Manara on 
their horses to see the wonders within. They were lost, and fell 
with their animals, and many of them perished. On the Western 
side the sea has eroded the lower part of the building, creating 
a great cave there. One of the Egyptian Emirs covered it with 
marble plates, placed one upon the other. Today one can see 
how the water comes and strikes the plates, leaving them intact. 
On·the Northern side of the Manara there is a building, very high 
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and -very wide. It rises up from the jaws of the sea, until it appears 
on the surface of the water; this shows that once there were 
workshops in this place, which are now lost. This building is called 
al-Fariis (Pharos) and beneath it there is a harbour for ships, 
since it shelters them from the waves and the winds. Some think 
that it is not a building, but part of the fallen stones of the Ma­
nara, which has already been mentioned. 

In the .Alexandria Manara once a year there is an assembly 
called the ,,Thursday of Lentils" - the first Thursday in .April -
when all the people of Alexandria gather together . .A.ll of them 
without exception come to the Manara, having prepared food 
and drink, and among the food there must be lentils. The gate 
of the Manara is open for the people; they enter, some pray to 
God on high, others amuse themselves until midday, and then they 
all return. On that day a sentry is stationed by the sea and within 
the Mana~'a. Inside people make fires throughout the night on 
the lowest level. So the sailors on the ships direct their course 
towards the fire from all the countries, and the owners of the ships 
burn fires in their ships. If these sentries notice the fire out at 
sea, they begin to add more fire, and also fire is made in the 
direction of the city. When the sentries in the city see these fires, 
they begin to call on the trumpet and with bells to warn against 
the enemy. 

Around the Manara there are places where precious stones 
are obtained for rings. It is said that many jewels could be found 
here and that Alaexander sunk them in the water around th~ 
Manara, so that he could take them when in need. They were 
safe in this place. Thus he showed the people for all times how 
magnificent was his kingdom, what deeds he can perform and what 
riches he possesses, as no other man. It is said that the precious 
stones came from the drinking -vessels of Alexander, and that 
when he died his mother broke them and threw them in that place, 
because she was jealous lest some other man should use them 
after him. 

The great palace al-~a~r al-'.A.~am, which is in Alexandria, 
has no equal to it in all the world. Today it lies in ruins. It was 
situated on a high mound by the Mawsam gate. Its height was 
500 ~ira' (270 m.) and its breadth one half of the height. Of this 
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building only a few columns remain. Its gate is a great edifice and 
is magnificently built. Each part of the double doors closing the 
gate is of a single stone. The cross-beam is also of a single stone 
(perhaps the architrave~). At the doors (by the entrance) there 
are 100 columns, among which there is one so great, that none 
like it has ever been heard of; its thickness is 36 sibr (8,10 m.). 
It is so high, that one cannot throw a stone over it. At its peak 
there is a beautifully adorned base of red stone. The width of 
each side is 20 ·sibr (4,5 m.) and its height is 8 sibr (1,80 m.). 
This pillar is set in the ground and embedded in an iron frame-

, work, and when a very strong wind blows it moves, and when 
one throws a stone beneath it (presumably into the loosely fitting 
framework), it is crushed. This pillar belongs to the wonders of 
the world. It is said that the Djinns built it for Solomon, peace 
be with him! In the middle of the cupola of the palace and all 
around it there were pillars, and at its head there was a dome like 
a great shade, made from a single block of white marble, magnifi­
cently constructed. When Solomon died the Djinns removed the 
dome and threw it into the sea. It was one of the marvels perfor­
med by the Djinns for Solomon, peace be with him! 

One of the kings of Egypt entered Alexandria and saw how 
wonderful were its palaces, and how beautifully built they were. 
So he called upon the craftsmen to build for him a palace like it. 
They answered that they could not do it, but he insisted. Then 
an old man stood up among them and said: ,,I will build for you 
one like it or even better, if you do for me what I desire". He said: 
,,Verily". So the first said: ,,Bring me two oxen yoked together 
and a cart". He ordered it to be done. Then he (the oid man) 
entered the burial ground of our forbears. There he dug up a gra~e 
and removed from it a great skull. He put it on the cart, and with 
much difficulty the oxen pulled it along. He came with it to the 
king and said: ,,May God help you, if you give me men with heads 
like this one, then I will build you a palace like that one". Then 
he understood that it cannot be done. Someone saw in Alexandria 
~ butcher, who uses the teeth of a man as a balance. Its weight 
1s 8 ratl. 

There was in Alexandria a theatre (Daru'l-mal'ab - ,,House 
of Games"), most of which now lies in ruins. It was built in a very 
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wise manner. People went there to settle their affairs and to 
exchange views. Each man who sits there is face to face with 
another, and all is visible both for those sitting nearby and afar. 
On certain festive days the rulers, nobles and common folk used 
to gather there, while the young played ball by means of a· stick. 
There was a soothsaying, that a ball falling into the sleeve of 
a person sitting among the spectators predicted that he would 
rule over Egypt. This fact was well known to the people and they 
did not doubt it. '.Amr Ibn al-'.A.~ travelled to Alexandria in 
gahiliyya as a merchant with cotton and oil. He was present in 
the theatre on that day. They were playing with the ball, which 
fell into his sleeve. They were astonished and said: ,,Never does 
this ball lie, only today". Then it happened what God had ordained: 
Islam came, and 'Amr Ibn al.' As thrice became the governor of 
.Alexandria. 

.Alexandria rouses the admira.tion of all who see it because 
of its magnificence and beauty, because of its high, well con­
structed buildings and because of the broadness of its roads and 
streets. It is a city of the land and of the sea. It is full of 'dches 
and fruits, which cannot be found elsewhere, besides its fr.~sh air 
and rich soil. One of the Mufesirin (commentators) said that1 Ale­
xandria is Iram Dat al-'Imad. 

~Awaf Ibn Malik, on entering .Alexandria, said to its people: 
,,How beautiful your city is". They answered him saying that 
Alexander, when he built it, declared: ,,I shall build a city which 
will always be in need of God and not of the people". And because 
of that it still retains its beauty inspite of time. Al-Farma,. his 
brother; said: ,,I shall build a city, which does not need God, but 
needs the people". And so it was destroyed, day by day, until 
it was finished, 

Once the King of Rum wished to count the kings and nobles 
of .Alexandria, and he found them to be 600 000. 

Much is known about this land, but for us it is enough what 
we have said. 

JANUSZ KAMOCKI 

FOLIA ORIENTALIA 
TOME XIII 1971 

LA RELIGION DE LA POPULATION DE PAL UE ET SES 
ELEMENTS PROTO-MALAISIENS 

Parmi les petites iles de l'archipel de la Sonde, a 121 °43 de 
longitude est et 48°21 de latitude sud se trouve une petite ile 
V'olcanique-Palue. L'origine de son nom jusqu'a present n'est pas 
elucidee et les habitants de cette ile l'appellent -,,Nua lua", ce 
qui veut dire ,,ile de fou". Plus de 10.000 personnes vivent sm' 
une etendue de 70 km 2 environ, sous la menace constante de 
!'eruption du volcan Roka Tenda forme de 5 crateres. Qa et la 
s'eleve. de la terre une vapeur et dans quelques campagnes, on 
peut cuire les aliments en les enfouissant pendant un certain 
temps dans le sol. 

Les. versants des vallees erosives sont couverts de bois de 
cocotiers, de champs de majs et de ,,ubi" bulbeux; le sommet est 
compose d'une dense foret tropicale. L'ile ne possede pas de 
source d'eau douce et les boissons des habitants, sauf a la saison 
des pluies, sont le jus du palmier tiiak (Arenga Saccharifera), le 
jus des bananiers et le lait des noix de coco. 

Le peuple Palue base en grande mesure son economie sur le 
piochage dont sont charges les femmes et les enfants. Les hommes 
s'occupent de la peche, font du petit commerce et du transport 
maritime; cependant ils ne dedaignent pas la contrebande. Par­
fois ils quittent l'ile pendant quelques mois et n'y reviennent que 
pour la saison des pluies. C'est ainsi que Palue est connue comme 
l'ile des femmes. Dans la structure sociale_ de la population, les 
laki mosas se distinguent nettement. Ils constituent un genre 
d'aristocratie indigene. Les chefs spirituels qui exercent en meme 
temps le pouvoir juridique traditionnel se recrutent parmi eux. 


