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amenerait sans doute pas au camp de l'armee suedoise, situe aux 
environs de Brzesc Kujawski 10• 

Est-ce qu'on en peut tirer une conclusiln que les informations 
de Nordberg et d' Adlerfeld ont ete tout a fait inventees, Cela nous 
semble etre peu probable. Ce qu'on peut supposer, c'est que ce 
n'etait probablement que Mel;1.med Aga qui promis au nom de la 
Porte Ottomane, qu'on faira racheter des soldats suedois, pris 
par les Russes et vendus en Turquie, pour les renvoyer par quel­
conque voie au roi de Suede, ainsi qu'il promis aussi de fournir 
des troupes auxiliaires turques et tatares a son allie, le roi de 
Pologne. 

10 Voir .:A.dlerfeld, t. III, p. 222 et Oh. v. Sarauw, .Die Feldziige 
Karl's XII, Leipzig 1881, p. 232. 
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AS-SABiBi - POET AND SCHOLAR 

Mu};lammad RiQ.a As-Sabibi was born in 1889 - he died in 
1965. He belonged to the well-known Iraqi family of As-Sabibi. 
Mu};lammad Ri9-a was the son of the poet Gawad As-Sabibi. Ba~ir, 
the brother of Ri9-a, was the first journalist of the paper ,,Al­
Furat", which was published in An-Nagaf, the great cultural 
centre of Shiism. In this newspaper the revolutionary ideas of 
1920 found their reflection. Contrary to his father, who represented 
the old school in poetry, Ba~ir made a great effort to modernize 
his art. In accordance with the spirit of the time, social tendencies 
begin to appear in his poetic works. As'ad, the son of Ri9-a, con­
tinued the family traditions in the field of literature and poetry. 

The most outstanding figure of the family was Mu};lammad 
Ri9-a. He lived and was educated in An-Nagaf, later in Baghdad. 
From early youth he was interested in literature and poetry 
publishing his verses and articles in numerous Syrian, Lebanese 
and Egyptian periodicals, namely: ,,Lugat al-'Arab", ,,Al-'Irfan", 
,,Al-Mu~tabis" etc. Together with Ar-Rusafi, Az-Zahawi and 
other poets of the period, Ri9-a devoted himself to the struggle for 
the Arab freedom. He called for the unification of the Arab world 
demanding complete independence. During the First World War 
he took part in the Arab revolution, at the head of which stood 
Sharif of Mecca Al-~usayn Ibn 'Ali. 

During the period of 1922-1950 he held the office of education 
minister five times and was repeatedly elected member of parlia 
ment and of the senate. He was president of the Academy o­
Sciences in Iraq and also a member of the Academy of Sciencef 
in Cairo and Damascus. For his activity in the field of litteraturs 
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and history he was awarded a doctorate honoris oaiisa by the Uni­
versity of Cairo. 

.After the First World War and the failure of the British to 
keep their promise made to Husayn to create a great Arab state, 
Ri9-a As-Sabibi addresses a ma.ss meeting demanding the establish­
ment of a constitutional government with the king at its head. 
He also acted as mediator between ~usayn and revlutionary 
patriots of Iraq and Syria. During the Syrian rebellion, protesting 
against the French invasion of 1920, he was in Damascus. He took 
part in the revolt, returning to Iraq after its defeat. He described 
the events in Syria in his book entitled Rilila Ji Badiyati As-Sa­
mawa (Journey through As-Samawa desert) . .After 1941 he was 
one of the organizers of the political party called Al-Gabha As­
Sa'biya (The Popular Front.) 

The political involvement of Mul).ammad Ri9-a was reflected 
in his literary works. He wrote poems both on socio-political ,and 
lyrical themes. He professed the view that ,,the duty of a poet 
is to defend the interests of his people". 

The volume of his poetry published in Cairo (1940) constitutes 
an example ot the neoclassical school which developed at the 
begining of this century in Iraq and many other Arnbic countries. 
lt is divided into several chapters thematically linked with each 
other. For example, the first chapter (Bab al-J!amasa) contains 
patriotic poems, the second (Bab al-J!ikmiyyat) moralistic and 
philosophical verses, while the third (Bab al-'Igtima'iyyat) is de­
voted to works commemorating specific events. The poetic works 
contained in this collection are the fruit of 30 years of his creative 
activity. The themes of these verses were inspired by occurrences 
of greater or lesser importance, which took place· in his native 
country. One of these poems, considered among the best ever 
written by Ri9-a, is the so-called ,,weeping ~asida" entitled Bagdad 
wa Dimasl.c (Baghdad and Damascus), dating from 1918. ]n it 
the poet shed tears of regret at the fall of Damascus first into 
hands of the British, and then the French. It is against these two 
invaders that he directs many of his most expressive verses. 

In Ri9-a's poetry an important role is played by the problem of 
the rights of women and their social position. He devoted some 
of his most beautiful works to the women of Iraq. He writes in 
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a traditional manner, retaining in the 7_casida both rhyme and 
metre . 

However, by far the strongest side of Rida's activity is his 
social work and scholarship. A large part of his literary output 
deals with the reform movements in Islam, at the head of which 
once stood Gamal ad-Din al-.Afgani and Mu];tammad 'Abduh in 
Egypt. The greatest obstacle in the way of the rebirth of Iraq 
Ri9-a sees in the stagnation of cultural life. He places particular 
emphasis· on the moral regeneration of the nation, saying: ,,If 
God desires that the nation should perish he will deprive it of 
morality". He laments at the state of the .Arab countries, which 
have lost their unity. 

In his research into the history of Iraq Mu];tammad Ri9-a 
contributed greatly to the uncovering and popularization of the 
work of Ibn al-Fiiti, the great chronicler of the Mongol invasion 
and rule. As-Sabibi's two volume study on Ibn al-Fiiti entitled 
Mii'arri~u 'l-'Iral.c Ibn Al-Futi was published in Cairo in 1950. 
Ri9-a portrays Ibn al-Fiiti as one of the writers who had an excel­
lent knowledge of the political, geographical and cultural aspects 
of the Mongol problem. Ibn al-Fiiti knew this period perfectly 
thanks to his personal contact with the sultan's court and to his 
participation in the sultan's everyday life. Ibn al-Fiiti was also 
a student of literature. In his work he always sought his own way, 
never imitating others. He spent most of his life in Maraga, where 
he enlarged the planetarium and the famous library. 

A second work in the field of historical research is the book 
entitled Adabu'l-Magariba wa'l-Andalusiiyin published by the Arab 
League in 1961. It deals with the works of Andalusian and Maghrib 
poets and writers, who at the turn of the 5th and 6th cen­
turies H (11-12th A. D. centuries) left Spain and North Africa 
finding refuge in Egypt, especially in Alexandria. MuJ;iammad 
Ri9-a describes their nostalgia for their native land, while at the 
same time analizing their literary writings. He acquaints us with 
such works as: Sirag al-JJ1uluk by At-'~:artiisi, Al-£!adi7_ca by Ibn 
Abi'~-$alt, Kitab al-Miitrib Ji Ma?iasin Ahli'l-JJ1agrib by Ibn 
':Isa Alisa', and with the manuscript of the book Ifaridatii'l­
~afir wa Garidatii'l-Ahli-'l-'Afir by 'Imad al-Katib al-A1;,fa­
bani". 
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.Another literary genre pursued by Muhammad Ri9-a is that 
of travel accounts. These are the so-called Rib,lat. One of them is 
the above mentioned Ri(l,la Ji Badiyati ..As-Samawa published in 
1964 by the Academy of Sciences in Baghdad. It contains a de­
scription of Ri9-a's journey to the Hashemite family as the envoy of 
the Iraqi patriots. The author pays particular attention to the de­
scription of the desert itself and to the customs of the people living 
in it. He is greatly impressed by the shrewdness of the desert 
people, by their bravery and hospitality. He contrasts them with 
people from the town, whom he defines as ,,languid and somno­
lent" . .Another work of the same kind is Ri(l,la ila'l-Magribi'l-A"lpJa 
published in Baghdad by the .Academy of Sciences in 1965. In 
this work Mul;tammad Ri9-a describes his journey to Moroco on 
the invitation of the Maghrib government to celebrate the 1100th 
anniversary of the building of the al-~arawiyyin Mosque and the 
foundation of its school in the town of Fas. Ri9-a is interested 
in the views expressed in the Madrasah. He divides the rhymes 
in them into conservative and reformatory. He presents an image 
of the everyday life, habits, customs and dress of the peoples 
living in the Moslem territories lying farthest to the west. 

Mul;tammad Ri9-a also shows himself to be an excellent specia­
list in the field of Moslem pedagogics. He states his opinions on 
this subject in the dissertation published in 1955 by the Baghdad 
.Academy of Sciences, entitled ..At-Tarbiyya fi'l-Islam. The author 
criticizes all those who take Western education as their model. 
He considers that the Islam world should return to its own tradi­
tions, to the climate of its own society. 

On comparing the two schools from Maghrib and Spain with 
the two Eastern schools of Egypt and Iraq, he arrives at the con­
clusion that the Western schools are more conservative. In the 
West the method of learning by memory is still prevalent, whereas 
in the East the level of schools is higher and the methods of 
learning are more rational. Mu};lammad Ri9-a mentions in his 
treatise the names of famous Moslem educationists, for example: 
Mu}:lammad Sa]:iniin, al-Kayrawani, az-Zarnilgi, Ibn Maska­
wayhi, Ibn Sina' (.A vicenna), al-Gazali and others. 

I hope that these pages will succeed in acquainting the reader 
with the literary and social activity of Mu]:iammad Ri9-a as-Sabibi, 
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a reformer and scholar whose lasting contribution to historical 
research has exerted a great influence upon learning in Iraq and 
other .Arab countries. 
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