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CARLETON T. HODGE

AN EGYPTO-SEMITIC COMPARISON

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The following is an effort to define more closely the
relationship of Egyptian to Semitic. Bergstrisser’s list (1928:
181—92) is taken as a representative Semitic corpus and probable
Egyptian cognates given wherever possible. The proportion of
Egyptian words found to be cognate should give us a good
estimate of how closely Egyptian approximates Semitic (but not
viece versa, which would entail taking an Rgyptian list and
searching for general Semitic cognates).

1.2 Assumptions. A number of assumptions are made, the
following being the primary ones:

1.2.1 The language groups known as Semitic (Sem.), Egyp-
tian (Eg.) — including Coptic (C.), Omotic (cf. Fleming 1969,
Black 1972, Bender [1975]), Chadic and Berber are genetically
related, deriving from a common proto-language. The group
as a whole the present writer prefers to call Lisramie (L), though
it is more commonly known as Afroasiatic, Hamito-Semitic
or Semito-Hamitic (see Hodge 1972). The hypothetical parent
language will accordingly be referred to as proto-Lisramic (pL =
PAAs = pHS = pSH).

1.2.2 These six groups of languages are not coordinate in the
sense that they all diverged from the proto-language at about
the same time. While the latter is a possibility, it is not a proba-
bility. It is more likely that there was a series of splits from the
parent language, similar to the situation found in Indo-Hittite.



