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THE CONCEPT OF TIME 

IN- .THE ISMAELITIC GNOSIS 

I. THE "CONSTRUCTION_" OF TIME 

Although theory _of time as a phenomenon or a category of 

the pe1·ception of the world is. not given ( afforded) extensive 

and explicit treatment in the literature of the Ismaelitic tradition, 

nonetheless the pr~blem of time deeply permeates the entire do­

ctrinal system and its philisophical exposition; what is more, it 

is _far from overstating the case to ,;ay that the question of time 

is fundamental for the system. The_ - Ismaelitic 'thought, c onsHtut­

ing a rich .and. integr;al systerri which sprung from the Islam - a 

system which absorbed. traditions of the antique philosophy assi­

milated J:,y the Muslim civilization, thereby cont'inuing the chain 

of early gnosis. and esoteric knowledge - comprises bo~ the 

theory_ ·of' universe a~d nature, and also the· mystical psycho!~· 

gy as well -as theology and theory· of creation. Hence_ the .issue 

of time pervades th·.e whole _ ot_· this heritage; for time is simul- .. 

tan.,;ously _a universal ( cosm.ic). phenomenon and a' situation of 

the ·soul making for or returning to - :as any gnosis would have 

it - ~teriiity. • 

To survey the problem of time in the totality of Ismaelitic 

theories· it 'is therefore indispensable to c onsid~r its corelations 

. :with ontology and_ cosmology on the one hand, .and with the psy­

chological analysis oL the inner life ( the ~i~d) of an individual, 

on thE: other.·-Anothel'. t~r-rain where the issue _of time predomi­

nates· is gnos,tic • ·bistoriosopny. ·This rnultifari.oµsness and /:letero-
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genity assumes the shape of a coherent system only when pro-

. jected up:::>n the framework of myth situated ase the very heart ,::,f 

the. doctrine. In the sphere ::,f mythica.l events, centered . Up\:m 

the drama of descent and return of soui, the timele-ssnes.s of cre­

ation is united _with th·e mystical autognosis ·of an individ_ual en- •.• 

• 1·n t'--,e Chr1·st1·an thc,ught is. _acco~plished by. tangled in time.· What , 

the agency of. divine: grace - namely the· enhancement of soul and 

its ascentiop to the he·avenly kingdom -- here, .it· stems as it were 

fro~ the dynamism of the. system, based on -the . structure of a 

closing c·yc1e·. Cycle and homology,. st~uctures cnaracteristic for 

mythical construction, determine the _way of time _.per"ception first, 

through· the great transformation cycie time !'.lisengages· from, an·d 

then re-enters eternity: second, this transformation is contingent 

on the· corresponden.ce of cy,::les occurring on all ·ontological le­

vels,. which in a way "elevates"·. higher and higher an ·act tak-

1 f h eXl 'stence 
1 

A_ ccordingty, this ing place on the !eve o · uman 

framew 0 ·rk m~e.s • for the homology of myths, individual, social 

and cosmic, in the dynarriics of their· interde·pendence and inter-
• ~ . . .· 

action. 

The fact that myth constitutes· the core of a gnosis seems 

to be intimately related to the prin_cipai. character _of gn·osis • as· 

an exegesis _of an early ( ancient)" myth facin·g the danger of los­

ing its symbolic }unction and being· reduced ·to the canon of tra­

dition .. Such exegesis is founded on the substance of religious 

myths ( prophetic and eschatological, an·d even earlier cosmolo-. 

. gical myths), interprets ·the principles oi their structure, and re­

stitutes ·them into the. shape of a new ·myth. whose ~.ro • is the 

intellect se_eking r"or its own principle and pursueing _complete 

s~lf-consciousne.ss. 2.- Thus it describes a circle leading.from the 

timelessness_ of the myth about the beginning, toward the past 

of tradition anq .Ori to. the. ·present ·instant· of• self-knowledge· ap-

proaching ·: the • livi~g eiemity • of th~ ·beginning. By virtue of this 

.exegetic _•imetamyth~ it is not ~o 

_· t<!,p~y:sics that is tl"le Sl~bstanc~ 
. . : ~ . ., 

~uch ; pi:..~ely speculati~e me­

. of gno"sis, ·as the. dialec:tics • of 

·mtelle_ct_ entangled from the _very beginning: in contraints preclud-
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ing_•. a· recoi.;rse to the simpl~ ( pr~itive) Carte.si.,;_n "cogit~" 3 . The 

intellect .cannot transcend the m~ho-histor_ical dimension,_ • which· 

is but Hs m,n· pl'ojection, Ne_;.dless to say, a more detailed and 

extensive study of this aspect ·of gnosis .goes·. beyond the scope 
. . 

-_of the present paper, ·rt _would have to ·acco.unt for the way tne 

··structure of such· a "metamyth" appropriates the sub.stratum of a 
• • . ' -· . 

traditional myth, a,nalyses its structure and turns this structure 

into its own semantic substance to invest. it with a sense it had 

not h.;_d.: as a pattern structuring its original subsh.nce. In other 

words, whereas iri the original myth its structure was '.'immanent­

ly'' co,,.;tained -in· it, the structure ·of the super_i_mposed myth is 

transce~dent: in relation to the _original myth, transforming itself 

• irito the immane,,.;ce of the· myth-cre_atlng intellect· which invents_ 

myths observing the . n..iles of a syntax which . are intrinsic to it. 

This is why the individual intellec·t pursuelng _self-knowledge 

( self-definition) according to .the doctrine must yield :to the 1·ules 

imposed on it by the "universal intellect" - the angel of reve- . 

Iation
4

• -This is precisely ·h;w myth re~e-rts to symbol - a mir­

ror w_hich mediate.s bet,.Neen con·sciou.sness and the world in 

which the consciousness perceives itself as intellect. 

The. foregoing considerations are of utmost importance to 

the problem. of ·time .. • In I.smaelitic gnosis we find temporal struc­

tures • of • mythlcal type - closed cycles, prophetic history, escha­

tology of -resurrection beside philosophical analysis ::if cosmic 

time ( n·ot significantly developed, however)., all this is subject 

to "interiorizration" and symbol.ic ·interpretation; meanings· ar_e in­

terspersed in the uitimate end of the great cycle, confining the 

frames ::,f • crea:tive process, where all symbols. are finally e-luci­

dated. Thus the problem • of time is intimately related to the crux 

::,f·-gn::,sis and may be c·onsidered. to be a priviledged terrain 

whereupon its fundamental structures are imposed. 

This article is the first part of· a larger w ::>rk, and will be 

c omple...-1ented by a discussion of the Ismaelitic vision of hist:>?"/ . 
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Let us commence with what the Ismae_litic authors say expli­

citly a_bout the nature o( time. And they do· not say much. ln th_e 

literature ·available to me I have found only one passage which 

con ta.ins a kind of definition. This is in Hami"du I d-di"n al-Kirmani's 

book entitled Kitabu' ·r-rijad passing judgement on the polemics. 

between two other Ismaelitic· authors 5. At some place·in his work 

Kirmani says the following: 

The claim advanced· by the author of al-L"?lal;l whereby 
Intellect and time are one because created being and cre­
ation, time and wholeness ( tamam) are one indivisible en­
tity is erroneous, for time is a number of movements o( the 
celestial spheres; it is a period ( mudda) envisaged ( muta­
wahh.ama) between the movement of -one phase and_ the mo­
vement of the following phase ur.1til the ·tatter replaces the 
forme1· one. On the other hand, creation, whose object - is 
Intellect and whol_eness _ontologically precede_s the existence 
of the universe .and its spheres whose movements constitu­
te time; hence, the attribution of the existence of time to the 
Primal Intellect and the conviction that it is true contradict 
the principles of the guiding message 6 . 

• • I 

This definition is ·akin to the Aristotelean concept of time 

as a measµre of movement and relates· its existence to- the _re­

gularity of celestial _ sphere revolutions - the cosmic _clock. Let 

us n my examine in more _ detail the c o.mponents of ·this definition: 

1 - Regularity and measure constitute the frames cons.training 

.movement", investing it with ·period and termination. They p-re­

sume the existence of the order. arranging matter arid impos- _ 

ing on it _the rigour of form . 

• 2 - Measure· of _titne is intimately related to· space - the ·point' 

of reference in space is indispensable so that -time might 

have an abstract, reproducible form, and for the movements 

to be comparable. 

3 - As the abstract, reprodµcible form, measure is intelligible, 

accesibl_e to inteilec_t without being the immanent property 

- of matter. Harmony and order are ascribed tq intellect, and 

period is envisaged intellectually - hence the necessity of 

·the existence of the reason ( mind) positioned ( fixed) in time 

_I 
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and conceiving it in terms of measure ancj duratio•·, __ exceed­

ing the immEdiate presence of a moment. 

Although the definition says nothing· about intentionality, 

nevertheless the emphasis on the order precludeo; any con-

cept of time in terms of infinite extension and points to an in­

terpretation in terms of" the construction which controls· ainor~ 

_Phous chaos evading thought. The notion of continuity; a pe­

_riod between two temporal points corresponding to one iden­

tical point in space ( rnore precisely, to commuting spacial 

parameters) establishes in the chaos of points_ a delimited 

continuum. 

4 - Apparently, such conception of time- must· le1'.d to the idea of_ 

absolute. time uniform (or the entire· universe- indicated. by· the 

-revol~tions • of ctelestial bodies. • lt.s intellectual -mee.sure would 

-in t_urn require tl,e existence o( the universal supraindlvidual 

;,,;nd ( reason) which would be reflected in the individual, mind 

or rather the indiyidual mind would approximate it, driven by 

the desire of perfedion. There is inde-ed room in the ismae­

litic doctrine for the· cosmic intellect, but the ,:elationship bet­

\'lieen this intellect and human mind ·is not merely that of the 

reflection o( ideas, with the revolutions of the spheres only 

signal1Lr1g the ·sequence ·of events exceeding any temporal 

measure. It is the tresspassing of the cosmic borders and 

reacing: wholeness liberating it from the c;ontroz" of time that 

i-';>,.th8 ·u1tim;,,_te - goal of ·the human mind. 
----~·--

Although Kirmani's d?finition assumes that time_ is a measure 

of movement, it does: not· explain the characteristic property of 

time, that is, its "dfrectionality" ( linearity)." its didsion into past, 

future arid present" - all that mak&s time "escape", "fly", but al_so 

_ last. This triple_ dimension _is a function of presence and ab.sen­

ce_ simultaneously, .or rather incomplete presence. The movements 

of celestial bodies provide the measure and limits,_ and thus they 

at the same tirne introduce Jt"der arid delimitation. f'c,r the limit 
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. to be .. constituted a point in presence "inus_t be c o_mparable to. a 

• ~;in.t ·in absence; there· w~·l..!ld ·be .. no- ·time· if. durabiiity of· existe~--· 

·ce were-not vulnerable. e·u.t-'on· the ·other hand, if thet-e.w<?r'e; no 

durability in some ~e-nse, • be it. the dur;,_bili_ty of moverrtenf.or b;­

ing, joini~g twa -points and_.·eX:tending b~tweeri lhem;°'-even· demar­

kation of the· very :po.ints would. be·; impo:Ssibie.· Henc::e •• the. presen_t 

. moment must: have_ a refere,.;.;e• :t'o the.· past· wherein ·1t has alrea­

dy occured_ or has ,not- yet. occured, and at _the same time it .an-· 

• ticipates the. futur'e wher:ein . it wili. continue to lelst' or _'W i.11 end or 

else it wi!l· ultimately yield entities. now inexistent.. Accordingly, 

the world defined and delimited .,n.tenns· of·tim_e· is·th.e .d.omain of 

lnc ompl.ete. beings·; • ~xt~ndlng from :t~e future.· to~ard· the • past. · !± 

is the. w orici _of e~erg-~nce int~ being: and regress to. rfonexisten~ 

.ce,' the world of existence an_d destru,ction -- 1alam.:i_ '1-kawn • wa' 

1-fasad. Applicable to .it· is Aristotle's dichotomy of being in actu 

;,_11d being· in potehtia bl'i-kuv,rwa wa bi'l-fi'l inb-oduced to the 

Ismaelitic ·system in'. order to_ explairi_ the distinction between be­

in.gs • eternal and· immutable - always actual and accampHshed 

(fullilied),· free of ~my deficiency ~ and the world of potential be­

ings, _ latent as it w~r·e, which for th.;ir own_· accomplishm.erit re­

quire time; 'time is then the measure of. their ·'imperfection. And 

thus. time_ proves ·'to be: the measure a~d. func.tion o( deficiency 

and .non-fulfilment. 

Far the presen_t ,is. nothing- but m;r~ actuality - the presen­

ce of that which i~s inhe_rent- measure has imported .from the_ past 

and brought into· being; thus realizing certain potentiaiity. On the 

oth~r· hand; ·1atent in ·the· pres~nt· i~ what will· b.? actualized in 

the future, i; e., when the future will "descend'.' :nto the present. 

Wawever, sinc:e the future occurs as a~tuality, the previous ac-
• ·'· 

tuality must give· way and descend into the past. Ther.efore as 

Icing a,s a future is expected·, the. prese.nt o.ct;.iality remain~ vul­

nerable and }n.evitably endangered· by non-existence, for His de­

stined·. ta. the past which wili d_evour it. In ather words, as long 

as there exists a pot'entiaiity not y_et realized, there wili be ·the 
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aniinous past, '.he _potential obsolescence, the necessity of ex­

tinction (non-existence). T'his is preciseiy 'Nhat distinguishes 

the world of existence and destruction from the -world af creat­

ior:,. and emcJ.atio_n, beihgs ei.erna! _( 'alamu 'l-ibda' wa' 1-inb·,, at);_ 

• kawn - exi 9 tence, though ·ac-1:ual is a.t the same time deficient 

• and in fact contains potentiality; it ,is bo1.h the potentialir.,r of 

changes and' the pos'sibility or anticipcttion of a being_ extrinsic 

to a giv:en a~tv~ai being, to which the latter must give .way, it­

self c:easing to exist. Hence, the discontinuity in time. 

This law refers to. the material Wo!"ld. In it we ce..n perceive 

·entities fin.i.;shed ai,d ac omplished, actual, which have terminated 

their .evolution, but' despite their acomplishement they will not· !.a:St 

foreve!", because. there are ·other potential forms of existence, 

. d,stinct from ·the former, and they must· come· into -being, for this 

is entail.2d in the process whose fragments they are. ·1',,.is i.s the 

reason why. the rri'easure of 'the emergen.ce of some entiti~s is 

simultcineously the measure of extirction of other· entities. V.ve are 

talki.ng ahout co1~c1°ete time, about the me•asure contaii1ed in things 
• ' 

tht?r.'J..sel"ves. This viewpoint 1rfronl·1A'ithin 11
, the perception. of Hme 

immanent to _things, whic!"l i~ their mode of being, complements 

the fo~egoing discussion of the concept of tim~ as the extrin.;;ic 

measure controlled by the_ ?'evoluti~ns d the cosmos. 

The Ism&el;tic philosopher is not, t1oweve:r,. content to state 

the facts, but· he asks the· metaphysical question: _Why are· beings 

entangled in time. how ~ome that ·there exists this movement, now,_ 

emar,ation- and extinction?· And. he answers: -potentiality is the want 

• of actuali1y, and this deficiency •is caused by an obstacle w.-'lere­

by the ac-complishrner,t of form is not im.inediate. The obstacle the-­

refore impedes Lhe process of actualization and causes vir-tuality, 

inde>terminacy, the past and future. The obstacle is, in .·opposition 

• to the 'form, the. matter, which, not LL"llike in Aristotle, is a pote.nt­

ial. passive factor. assuming a form. and silaj:>ed by this form. The 

• "matter" of., time is the r,,ture, expe~tati.;n, nonaccomplishment; thei 

se are the effect of actic:m or rather passivity of that ·matter which 
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is ·the substance of. b•eings and at the same time preclud_es the_ir 

readiness to timeless existence, But· this matter', together with all 

the forms it has. been endowed with, constitutes the., world whose 

ultimate for will simultaneously. be its transcendence; and the mat­

ter itself ( hajula) is of the nature so absfract that this . ultimate 

form it will eventually .. assume will not be· similar. to any of the 

particular forms giving existence to the .fragments of the .matter. 

And or, its ultimate realization it will end the process wh.i,ch over­

comes the passivity and undefinability of the matter. 

Such form must be independent of the matter, free. oi· the 

ob~tacle that might interfere with its actuality,. that is, its action, 

for act ( fiCl) is also action; it must be i,.;susceptible to in.utations· 

and ontologically_ dependent only on ·the form super~rdinate • in. 

the hierarchy, which -inve.st it with a _.shape,· likewise without- any 

meditation of the matter. These properties distinguish and· define 

the spiritual form - such _and only· such ·form can be fully actual 

and become the pure, undescructible intellect.. 

With the problem -of spiritual forms we pass from the physi­

cal time .:. th,;, measure of existence· of things - to the cons•cfo­

usness of time or rather the consciousness immersed in time. 
. . 

The definition introduced above· containes • an element wbich ex-

plidtely refers to such consciousness: ·Namet-.1, it says that time· 

is the period imagined ( constitut~ng_ tt,e substance of conscious~ 

ness).- Therefore period as a temporal relation .of sequence ·and 

the distinction ·in 1.the set· c,.f ·temporal poi,nts of a.-defined, irre­

versib_le ·course, which may be ·comparable· with another ·course 

both in respect to 'its measure and to the relation .of sequence, 

requires the consciousness ordering the data of p~.-ception; How­

ever· ·this ''image" should. not be. confused· ~ith a b-arisce~dent.;;. 

al ca-t_e~(ory; the perception of time is lor the consciousness its­

own situation, inasmuch as temporeneity .is a· situation of physic.;;. 

al beings,_ deprived of_ ·consdousness,' cannqt be aware of.. their 

o~n imperfection, _the _soul, whose image is parallel. to the ri;;,al/-. 
ty of deficient w-orldf perc-eives its . own • deficiency and lives. 

with it. Perception is not mere.ly the reflection of' the external 

world, but also the participation in this world. As long as the 

soul is pregnant with· the image of tirne, it remains immersed in 

and limited by time. Perceiving period as a measure of movement, 

it simultaneously sees its own time, its duration ~nd its movement. 

.Philosophical theories taken over from the Greek an_d Hel­

lenic tr;adition, the pbilosophical meth.od adapted by the Ismaelitic 

theologians, who themselves were high functionaries in the eccle­

_siastic organization; close to the imam - al~ those contributions 

do not constitute the c.ore of the gnostic doctrinal complex. They. 

serve both the· building of theodicy and the rationalistic and in­

tell<;>ctual exegesis of the revealed w?rd. However, the essence 

of 'the system sprirgs from. myth and symbol.- the substratum of 

soul,. which, with their _aid, climbs jts mystic way. On the way 

it reaches and realizes ·successive stages of . being, which the 

philosophy .distinguishes and defines, thereby implementing philo­

sophical speculation:· Contained in the philosophical system· as 

a substance ·occupying its place in the hierarchy, it reinf?rces 

.. in its action, ·in its ad, the truth and the sense of this· system. 

On the cognizance of 'its· ~ystic way through philo;.ophy, it is 

both subject and object simultaneously; it com_;,s_ to know its ro­

le and ·realizes it. Accordingly, the· degree of cog~iza;,Clle it· rea­

ches determines -the stage of its self-realization and perfection, 

:and the substance of its cog_nizance ·becomes for it the. form it 

assumes. This. 'is_ the distinctive epistemology of gnosis and it 

must be bom •• in mind in any considerations of the way soul is· 

rela.ted to time and eternity. 

11. TIME. EXTRINSIC AND INTRINSIC TO SOUL. 
TIME AND ETERNITY 

Jn the previous chapter we observed that time in the Ismae-. . 
litic phibsophy is conc'."ived of in 'two complementary ways: as 

a measure of niovement and as a. (unction of the potentiality of 

being. We have _also mentioned that human soul is invested with 
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the c::,nsciou.sness of time through the image of a period and 

c::mtinuum extending betweeri points distant in time.· ·Thus its pre­

sence in lhe c:>smos ma.kes it aisa ·subject ta temp:::,ral c:::,ntinuity. 

and disc:::,ntinuity. For the conscious huma1: soul ( 'an-nafsu' 

n-natika)° is a potential Lr1t_ellect which must undergo actualization 

if it aspires to .bec_ome the spiritual substance no longe·r suscep­

tible t:::, temp:::,ral mutati:::,ns 
7

. Hence measure and limit bear up on 

it as they do upon unconscious beings, and are extrinsic to it 

or contain it, for it resides in and is dependent upon them .. F·or 

the humai, psyche, unlike f:::,_r objects unconscious with temporal 

·existenae, time ha;.s a characteristic which is missing when tim.;._ 

is merely a measure of movements of <;=elestial bodies - namely_, 

·t h • 8 O • 1 as meaning .. bv1ously, it has a sense, natura~ as ;t were 

- ·such that on the one han,i, it is a dimensi"on of duratio,,, and 

on the other, it is the cause :::,f impermanence.- But time is m:::,re-· 

aver a cai:'ri':r of meanings, a screen,. as .it v;ere, upon which 

images are projected,· arranging themselves into structure with 

coherent architecture. It has its lendencies, predominan·t points, 

tensions of forms, its limits and subdivisions. Isolated in the 

theoretical infinity of. temporal points is· th;. beginning arid end, 

:w_hic)'J. also becomes the central·· point where all lines converge. 

Such meaningful ordering of time, "cultivating" of the former wild­

erness is not - it must be clearly noted -. the same as· endow­

ing with sense through history,. To_ the Is;.,,aelites the ·beginning 

is sit'-:'ated .-somewhere .·above·· history, in the great mythicaf time; 

. similarly, this is also ·true· about the ultimate end, in which the 

entire ·construction -is closed and completed. The irreversibility 

of .time, .its anis;~r~pkity, as a modern\ theoretician· would have 

it - which althou'gh bein." a forn1al pr ty t ·1' • t' • • s . . ·. oper , . o sou.. exrs 1ng m 

time appears to be an e.ssential ·property, because for the soul 

means uniqueness; unr;-epeatability . of its states,· or a series of 

unrelated acts - is here -overcome by identifying the real present 

with the archetype.· -This· does not imply_, however, that the Isma­

elitic gnosis "disposes" oC time the way it was done in cultures 

based on myths, which·· simply invalidated secular· time,: because 

historical. dimension of history was alien ·-to th_ese culture.s. Here, 

time appears in ._it.s most .,_:wesome and dignified, as a brce both 

creative anci destructive; be.sides, _its existenti,;,1 _ aspect is not di­

mini~hed to. the advantage_· :::,f the essential archetype; _And his­

tory, too, co_nceiv:ed as progress and _accumulation :::,f events, 

m;3.rks its presence in the system. However, thi;; • history takes 

place on a different -level than the history of· nations and_ ·king­

qoms; its hero is. soul, which perc.,;ives the sense of _this . his­

tory in its own self and in its own reading of the history. This 

is why th~ entire. c6nstruction is accessible· and- can be inter­

preted; it is• endowed· with me,:,_nings. ·and images. Thus it is both 

symbolical and communicative - symbolical because sense is 

not inhe1.·erit to history as such, but to what it signifies and_ ma­

·teri_alizes; communicat_iv_e, because it con'stitutes· an act of con-

vention, a· kind of_ la_nguage, la1·d down • th ··n t • by 1n e s en a . ss :::,f 

time. It is i:iot an entity with absolutely closed structure ·a1thoC:1gh 

it·:appears to be sc,. It is' not formal properties _but me~hing, ex­

perienced. and _existentiaily significant; that determines the dis­

tribution. of its components; the·refore from one of its ext~emes. 

there leads a pe!.ssage ·opening· _towards 6ne .who inte-rprets and 

re-constitutes the symbol. With.out it, the entire construction might· 

Cali .down and disperse to. re_turn· to chaos. 

• I;Ience the: in.te·rest is the analysis· of.· experience·d·. tim.;_ 9 .• 

This analysis is· confined within ·the framework of .a ·specially 

co!"lstituteci ~ymbolic ·structure .. It rnay, be assumed that this con-

. cen;i _is a general. feature . of Muslim mysticism despite some dif­

ferences· between. pure ta'?awwuf and· esoteric gnosis of the ba.­

tin,ijja and ·im§.mijja :type. Aparl. from its di°redionality, time expe-

• rienced and sustained is also inves_ted 1,vith 'multifarious ·quali­

tative values, co"r'res;onding ·to the complexity 6f the mental life 

of an: individual;·· • 

Generally spe_aking, ·in, gnostic systems the problem of· time 

is intirr,ately .relate.d. to the .qu~·stfon of soul·. This ·is aff the· m:,re 
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conspicuous in the Isrriaelitic _system ;,,hich 1 having_ ad.opted neo­

p°latonic ontology, situates the. Universal Soul in. between. the Uni­

versal Inte.llect and ·Ma.tter :i o, and individual souls are made to 
. . 
progress through time .towards ·eternity. If soul is abie to over-

come time, it is only because time. is the want of ·_'presence and 

be.cause tlme presumes _potentiality of .being and unfulfilment. Sin- • 

ce soul existing in •time cannot enco_mpass itself· in its· accomp­

lished wholeness· a _form directly and immediately ·prese~t; ·there­

fore potentiality is inhererit to it. But as. soon as it becomes in­

'tellect, that· is, consciousness capable_ of c_omprehending its_ own 

·essence· and limits ·wh_ich constitute it· as· it is; the soul 'attains 

actuality. free -of ,a divi.~ion in.to seperate moments,· and not .sus--, 

ceptible to the possibility of mutations; 

Thus· both time· and its su~a-;,sing are, above-- all, the states 

_of -soul, whose degree of cognitiv_:, perfection determines its mode 

0f existence. Tim~ a1~d e.tern:ity ,;,_re· not ·realities independent of 
. ' . 

each· other, .between •which there is a leap_ over the paradoxical 

·border of the carnal· death; they are rather ·the two exi:,onents of 

• the same ontological reality, creation being its p~ime cause. 

The. Universal Soul- is _an 'indispensable el.,.ment· in the whole 

ontological system, without which the ·syste.m··would be inc-omplete; __ 

this is reiterated in a number ot' documents. Likewise, individual 

so.ul is necessary for. the co~c,ept of. eternity to gain ils c::oncrete, 

reaffirming ·realization., 'The combination of astronomical and psy­

chic time_ ·results in what mc,.y, be labelled as _monadisation of 

time. Precluded is the conception • of ab~olut.e and linear time,· 

which might .. inhere, simultaneo·usly or in succession; an infinite 

multipli~ity of courses and mo~ents. On the contrary; the tim.:, w'e 

are concerned •with is, firs_tly, a. concrete time ·related to. beings 

. and their actualities;_ secondly, it• is. a time that tends towards 

convergence in concrete, fully ·a·ctual stibstantfal individuals into· 

a:n inc omrriens~rable and undivided and·. unlimited et'ern.al ·moment., 

but reproducible in multiplicity of individuals. Accordingly, • eter­

nity wou_ld be c_onceived of as a dime~sion n.ot affec::ted ·by di-
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visbn and [ragmentarisation. Its number is always one, but this 

number does not imply ·singularity whose. logical c,onsequence· 

and continuation would b'e number two. For·.it' is only a pel."fect­

ly complete monad, .free of. a division into multiple components, 

that may flnd its pla_ce· in the dimension. of eternity. 

Time thus conceived, reaching eternity -in substantive mo­

nads,. could provide an alternative 'to asharites' temporal at::,mism, 

for whom each atom (.moment) is .a separate divine action 
11 

Let· us refer again to the text by Kirmani. introduced· above: 

Ii: implies clearly that etet-nity takes p~eced~nce ove·r fime in exi;. 

s·tence:· 

The claim advanced by the author of al-1,;lal;i whereby 
Intellect and time are one because created and creation, 
time . and wholeness ( tamam) are one indivisible entity is: 
err::,neous; for time is a number of movements of the ce­
lestial sphe~es: it is a period ( mudda) envisaged ( muta­
wahhama) between the ·movement of one phase and the 
movement :of the· following phase until th~ latter replaces 
the former one. On -!:he other hand, creation, whose object 
is Intellect and wholeness ontologically precedes the e•xi­
stence or' the universe and its spheres whose movements 

• constitute· time; hence, the attribution of the· e,xisten_ce of 
time to the Primcll ·intellect and the conviction that _it is 
true c ontradfct the principles of the guiding mes~age 12 

· It follows that the fundamental ·creative act whereby the bas-

is of all existence is constituted, does· not take place in !.ime, 

nor dc,es if delimit the beginning of time. -In s·o far as temporal 

. existen~ i~ incompl~te and .imperfect, it is consequently im­

possible: that it should be, the domain of the creator's direct a-
13 

gency ( which is precisely how time is conceived of in Koran) 

and even: more s.o, that infinite time itself should be the manifest-
I 

ation of deily, as it was maintained by adherents of the philoso-

phical' school called ·dahrijja 
14

: this. was a much disputed point 

among Muslim thinkers Di various. sects. 
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IIT. ME'I'APHY_SICS .Qf;' THE ACT AND THE .PROBLEM 
OF' TIME 

In the fundamental writ from the Fatirnide period, Rabatu '1-'aljcl, 

written by the already introduced ·author, Ham,du 'd-din al-KirmanI, 

we fi."1d the following: 

There are three ki.Y1ds of action: the first, fullest and 
most ·perfect, accomplished extemporally _(la Pi-za'.'1an} and 
this is called creation; then, the second, which _is accom­
plished metatemporally ( ma'a 'z-zaman} and called emanat­
ion· and· the third and last, the lowest and least perfect, 
ac~o.mpHshed ci:Jn-te~porally (fI'z-zaman}, called the event. 
'l'hat which is accomplished con-temporally is_ the agency 
of a cause facing an obstacle either in ·itself or in matt_er, 
which- does not immediately yield to its a_ction, or else m . 
both at the '.same tiI11e - this affects the world of existence 
and destruction. That which is accomplished metakmporally 
sho·uld be attributed to a cause whose· agency- is limited to 
itself or to somet~ing that totally yields to this agency -
this affects n·on-carnal beings which are completely actual. 
And· that which is accomplished exte.mporally is an action 
coming not from a cause in itseif, neither from a cause en­
c ounterinl:1 an obstacle in itself or its matter, out from God 
Supre,;,e,= who is .above it a.U 1 5. 

. . 

'.I'he al:5ove quoted text is of particular importance in this 

discussion f~r: it is one·. oi the very few extracts from Ismaelitic 

literalure which explain the rofe of fane in the totality of -this 

metaphysical construction. ·I'here is also an.other reason making 

us dwell upon_ this text in _greater. length: 'it captures· the· crux 

of that metaphysics wl-lich may be ·referred to as metaphysics 

o( the act. God is not "the 01;1e who is" but the. one who mani­

fests himself_ as an i~per·ative: ·be ( the act· of creation is·. the 

word "be" _ kun, calling into being). A retum lo the y.rorld of 

creation means for .• the soul a transformation into the epiphany 

of a ,:; reative act,· ~ • transformation~ through.· t.~e noes is of the 

imperative worcl, into its pure actuality, immanence. of the cre­

a.tive c<:>mmand. The act of creation is absolute; it presurr,es un­

llate~alitv and irreversib.ility, and pr~cludes the under~ta.nding of 

the cau:e ( G~d ~ei{s hi~self -~ith his., act - jatal;\aggab). Go·d 

as an impereli:ve is situated .abo·~·e exi:::-tence and above r.•~:::f'!·:-:: .... •~ 

He is unknownab!e because all abstract terms wherewith intelle>ct 

aspires to describe creation, !=·uch as unHy, goad, :,r even bt=-in.~ 

- are essences accessible to intellect and, moreover, they have 

one substratum, a subject which existentially precedes them and 

takes them over. Therefore they presume duality and division: u­

nity - and that which is unity, good - end that which is good: 

Only the divine imperative may make the subjE•cl and predicative 

word be identical; and about god revealed his ( ~ifat) attributes 

be· shown correctly 
16 

Only he causes that divinity is accessible 

as essence and -that this essence has existence in the shape c,f 

the subject. - the First lnteilect whicl;'> is the very· God re•,re.aled. 

'l'hus we are above the metaphysics of necessary being, ·,rhose 

essence is its existenc·e,·· for the imperafrve is transcenden+ both 

in relation to e·xislence and essence. The double tav,hir!, that is 

tanzih and tagrid - depriving divinity of its attrlb•.Jtes and not en­

dowing creation with divinity 
17 

- conceives of God as an act of 

grace lavished upon intellect which gains the· canflrmation of the 

truth ·of what if ascribes to the creato1·, but it is then its own 

truth, a metaphore 
18

, as it ··,Nere, of the transcendent tr,,th (al­

.-}:la~I~}. 

This reflection of the· primary act which turns towards itseli 

.is the end of the acf of creation as its object. And the end of 

the act brings ·about' passivity as its re,.-,erse. The First Intell~ct 

is therefore the essence of the ;,,,et founded on the creative pr·i~,­

ciple ( mal;lc;lu '1-fi'l ·a.7:..~adir ·•an al-muta'lilI) 
19 

but ~t the . same 

Hme it is the object of ·this _very act. rt is a .creation, pure im­

perative: be, but··also the. subject that taki:s ·over the essence 

of being and is. As such if contains in itself a double aspect 

of activity and passivity because in it the· a~t breaks down and 

appears. as the result. This twofold. relation. ·makes il. bgically 

possible for· the act t_o be transferred :furthe,r to two mul.ually op-· 

posed beings, and for the· monad to be decomposed into diad, 

whose internal relation will in tun, be defined by the relation to 
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w,ity. Kirmani" discusses here the· emanation ace omplished through 

the intellect turning towards itself and through self-knowledge. 'T'he 

First Jntellect perceives itself like in a mirror which it. creates 

f:Jr itself and on which it projects its· own picture 
20

. 'T'his is the 

point: when the Intellect ·Looks in the direction of it_s • creator, he 

is inaccessible to _it. But when it conceives of this inaccessibility 

in terms of transcendence it gains the confirmation of this trans­

cendence in itself. And. when it now ·turns towards itself in· attempL . ' • 
to know the transcendence in itself, this self-knowledge breaks 

into Soul and Matter, the first of which gives form to the second, 

once again confirming the truth of the ·Iritellect. It may also be 

said that while shaping. the Matte,. the: Soul creates symbols, 

through which __ Matter'gains the consciousness of __ itself and in. a 

·concrete sign int"orms what the Intellect directly -conceiv_es. 

'T'he dialectics of the· sign and what it. signifies; the symbol 

.. and that which is known through the _mediation ·of this··symbol, 

lies at the foundation of the existence· of .lsmaelitic worlds. In­

vestigating itself, the Intellect creates a sign, or rather uses the 

sigri, thereby buildlng th~ ~hole world below itself,· which ls re-

latively autonomous ontologically .. But at the. end. of this process 

tJ:,e .,symbol, read and interpreted, ultimately tu:,_,.,s . towards that 

·which it means, it "bec·omes transparent as l;>eing nothing ·but 

: meaning· - it loses its autonomy··ror the benefit of the conscious­

ness which investigates itself through ·.It and becomes conso.lid;. 

.ated in its•: fo_rm as a ··reflexior, of the creator; that ·is_· the one 

:who is above the consciousness and beyond anything that it. 

·. could perceive. outside itself .. 

• • It has • been·_ -!11.~ntioned that the object of creation appears 

as ·a:new-·subject_(-gat) ·_except .the divine .. one, whosi"e:act is· 

knowle.dge.; Then° the ·a~t ·of -e~anation produces tw,:, subsequent 

subj~cts, wl,ich :~ivine creatjon into two 9ubstances. One of them 

. - Soul. enables consciousness. to be individualized in muitiplicity 

·of subjecfu· w.hich will realize. ·the truth ·•:of the universal intellect 

( <~lu ii-.:.ktili) ~d ~~s~ ·niumti:..cte will be able • to ~xist . in the 
eterriity, • ~stentiauy _-individuali;!:ed.· 

Let us r~turn ·_to the F~irst Intellect. Without affecting its unity, 

•• it c_a.uses, nevertheless, the existence of· dup1,·c·,·ty stemming from 
its_·_ two_ as·_p·ects_; one - as. the es.sen_ce of the act c· o· crea~ion. 

e:nd. the __ other_ - .as its passi~re ··object. Sinc-e .. a reversal of th,~ 

unilateral creation. is impossible,· and _it.s true __ subi·ect remains. cor,-

• cealed, therefore the lnteUect takes_ ::,yer the function of subject 

. and object. ·simultaneously,· at the ·same: time- closing ·in the sphe-. 

re of its activity all other activities which are its c onsequents 

(-this _is why any· actuality, any act, whatever its nature, is placed 

in ·u-,"e orbit of the -_univ_ e~sal i,.;tellr->_ct). At t•,,e • • • same time the· irre-

vers.ibility of .the act_ of creation causes _that the active Intellect 

.transmits its power of action further, t_o subsequent .beings which 

it produces as. the subject and object of th_is very actie>n.• Since 

it is a •• di-ad ·_that_ implies dualism· and divergence or even opposit-

• _ion, ·therefore they· cannot both be ·_actual· and equally p~rfect. 

thr.oug_ h th~. participation_ .In tI~~. • • f 'T'h ,_ primary ac. e act of creation 

if it· .attempts at the _understanding of .itself, can ~roduc.e only a• 

reflection w_ hich. is les_ s perfect that· itsc • • _ essence; emanation may 

'progress. only toward; imperfectio,.; • and passivity. It is a move-

. _ment_ b.ack,,va_rds ··and at the same .time a_ descent, a regression 

•• ·.in relati~n to· the imperatively gra~teci ·dynamics. 'T'his. is the· rea­

so1~ .why. subse·quent • h,.;du·d ( steps ·in the_ hierarchy ·-· -concern­

ing _both extramaterial intellects ar,d the mastic hierarchy) ate 

said to be· retarded, ·-_c_ompared:lo .those standing above them. 

'T'his retardation does ·not necessarily imply a temporal sequen-

ce. _The em~c1ted • inteliec:t or· th~ ~iversal soul is. reta.rded in 

• relation to the cre~ted iritetiect bec~u.se. re·,;~tlng from ~d de­

; pendin_g bn it is its form, but its. ;,,._ct_js m~taiempbral ·and does. 

not contain a te.inporal distan.ce· between e~enfa or ;,,._ny growth 

or .cha~ge •. Such "~etardatio.;.,;; caim_o_t be _susceptible to .reduct­

ion bec~use • it. i~ inqepende·n~ of: "tim'e. It -is ::,nly the individual 

soul, which_ "descends"· int~ matter. and 

• te!Tlpor;,.:l dimensi_on thereby being made imperfect; that has 

whos·e . ac_tivity assµmes ' 

the 

··.retardation whi~h is. the "fundicn of its. imperfecti~n and. ,;;;hich 

'm,:,~, undet;go reduction. 
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Let us summarize what has been said . .so far .. Metaphy.;a;ics • r 
. . 

of the act draws _the d_ivision· of being info_ diver-se kinds of actu-

alities. The fir.sf i:S the actuality. qf the evep.t which fills the • tem­

poral. frame. wh.ereby {t .is· lirniteci and _re.mains ~nal:lle '. to regi..date. 

the measur~ • of ti~e.· .1t is. ·an ._eph_emeral, tr,;,nsltory •. actuality·,. 0hi_ch •• 

c.onlains. in itself· a germ o.f. its ~wn .anrtihilatl;n;° - it is .the actu-. . , . , 

ality. enjoyed by ithe ~ublunar worl.,i Th~- .third is ·the ac_.tua.lity ·oi. 

crecilion,• beyond: ai;,y frames and . limifati~ri_s. - This· .ac_t .-o,:i°c.e • and 

f:,r ·au. esiablishes ( d~Catan wal;lida) the totality ;;,f ·the. world·-· oi 

inteliect~ in' th~i/ ~~tltiplicity ,(<a1a~i...•1.;..<amr); and this wo~ld be-

e :,,;es estabiisheci as an .integral · t1nity. Thus the ur1ity ·:,f ere at-. 

ion determine·s the unity of being. The· act o( c·reation. does not 

k_now· time. anp has no. ·relali~m to it. 

There remains• that kind of act which KirmanI places betv..,e·­

en cr.eation ·,;1.nd ·event. Wh~t ls. emandtion? it may -be briefly' • de-
. . . . . . . 

fined ··as the :,peration which introduces· to. the _unity of i:,.eing a .• 

. division into multiplicity of aut9non'io~~ beings, .,,;,/,k:h, in their 

~t~ucture,: realize this Ul'.1,ity. F.or it creation. ~alls not. being nu­

merous 1ntellects, then it· but ·aeii~iis U<1eir polential~ty •. that is ere-· 

ates frames wherein they • may. exist. 'I'he. ·Ismaelitic ontology • re­

fers to this possibility of -_existence in ·terms. of the first p·erfect-­

ion (al.:.kamalu't--awwai). 'on trie: othe~ hand, the.ir actua:liz~tion de . .:. 

pends on the agen,;y ·or the Fir~t- Intellect. and: on the extent to 

which they yie.ld to and · repeat this agency, assuming their form 
. . . . . 

- the· second perfection .( ai.:.kamalu't-tani) .. It has .been said that 

emanation· is· acco~pHshed ~hrough .the· eme.rgence from the First 
. . 

Intellect of a picture in ·whic.h it r'ec ognizeS: •itself. Th·~~·; ~man,:,_t_ • 

-ion is· nothing_ but the emergence of this_· auton~mous ·pictur~ -

an ontological shape· ( .;;4ra in its: two. meani,ngs - picture and 

rorm)· ·Nhose. actuality ·depends on· whether ·;t is a carrier of the 

same truth, the • same m e an.in g ,. which. constitutes the First 

Intellect in its capacity a_s a universal patte·n, of being. Emanat-­

_ion as a l<ind of ,,;et conce~;;;. ext\:a_.carnal · iiltellects; b:.it lt must 

be emphasized that the· same term is used _in the l.smaeliti~ Ute-

ratur-e. for .the· emergence ·of ·-per:fect intellects from lhe. material 

• world 
21 

.. -Thus: emanation is· a process 01 the formation ::;f soul 

through mystic:al_ life progressing. within .an esoteric ecJ.esia •0 c • 

the .imam. 

Ger:ierally, the _term is us.eel in reference to personai monad~_. 

( da.;,,,a:t) ~J~osei ~rne.rg.;nce. is. a ·r~sulf of the subjectivity of the; 

F'irst Intellect an_ci whos<c! acti:,aii~ d~rives _ir6m·_ t~eir _obj.;ctivity_ 

tnrough ·thee asstuning _of creative energy of ~rim_ary-· pr~nciple;_ 

tt:,at is, through _the gnosis· transformi9g • the ego· into archetype. 

Ol;>jectivizaiion is. at the sa·me .time individuation;· simira....ry; the 

First Intelle.ct is not -1.iinited by having the consciousn_ess of the 

idea of all beings but· it also constitutes -an archetype of ·the 

·person. 

't'he 1:-°'irst. Intellect, ·constituting a· dire~t act· o°r _creation,. does 

not have any_ refe·ren·ce to time ... lt is. immemnria.l and unchange­

able ( aza!I .wa ba½:i), being. Itself the· essence of eternity . and 

••• •. unchatJg~ability. ( a·zal .\'Va 'ba½:a'). On. the other· hand; emanative 

• in°tellects • ( ,,i~ci1 inbi 'a!ijja), .whos;e • activity is .. of double. nafure: 

\mcter~·tariding • :of themselvesc· that is,• their .own limit. {_imitation of. 

lhe supe_r;_.,rdinary.- level. - assuming .its. e_pipha,.-;ic f~ndion);° and 

• act.irig· in_· ma.tte·r in.. order. to .d.erive . fr.om it the actual intellect !,.ave . 

·. ·_by the· s~me token a do;_;ble reference_: ta° ete-rnity, as beings a-

. ctual -and eternal, . pc;rticipating • in the eternity of_ ·fh,; First lnte.l-­

lect - and a refe're·nce to tim~ ... a~. the activity parallei to the 

··course of_ time. _Since So<-:tl .is contained_.within the c·reative· In-· 

tel~ecl, there_fore ·_eternity cons_titutes ·its ·limit; an:d its .eternal° per~ . 

. fection. is .in -a. sense a ,_~eflexion. of ~he.· ~t~rnity :;_.,r creation: And 

if Matter together with ti~e -to _-which it -is _.subjected is contained. 

wi:thin and limited by Soul (mal;lduda) • .. • hence time .togeth_er with 

·its structure is defined and· limited by the a.c·tivity of $oul. Whilst 

Soul possesses immanently the i.inage 

~uri) apart fr::>m substantial existence 

• of ··a· ·creathie act • ( wug Lid 

( ~ugud gati) 22 
antj thPre~ '. 

fore is an _int.ellec·t "(holly actt,a(.ti'ie Matter·.not ·ti<>ving·.accept­

ed the tra.nscendentai° principle- ( and ignoring the existence • of 
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Sc,ul) 
2

j deriv.es frc,m Gc,d's cr.e~t;on_ but -does not p~ssess _,ts 

· ac+':'al image .. Th._us i.t ·fc,rms a.· passive and· potential _-intellect: it 

p::,ssess.es -entity (a.l-kamalu' 1.,-awwal; ~he iirst perfectic,n) . but does 

.not possess h·rm (al-_kamalu'l-!)5.nI-, th<=' $econd p.;,rfection} which 

would c:mstitut<a the projection ·or ·the act of creation ·and give il 

personal· indepe-,.;d·ence,- an integ_rity _allowing for eternal· and,actu­

·al- exLstence .. . . 

Confrontatbn. and mutual corripleme,.;·tation or° :::ip"inlons-· of'-. 9~f-

ferent Ismae:litic writers· dating back· to_ ~ario~s- periods :,f the gno­

s1s • formation allow .. the .rec :,nstruction of. a h_omog_ene·ou.s_. sy_stem 

unde·rlying thA. basis • of the i-netaphysi~al C on.3tructlon. different: ver­

_sbns of which can·_ be ·fo~m~-cl _in_ works .from ·Fatirilide epoch; __ in. 

·Yemen man~scripts ·of. the p~st-F'ati;,.,ide period and in the· East­

en-:, _;t."raditbn fr:,m .the· times _of . the Alamut .. f or'tress, 1! earl be th.en 

seen., how dlffer~nt ~xplanations·," ~ither 'extracted_ from: old images 

about .-the desce·nt and return_ of the soul _or new c·onstru·ctions _of_ 

_a mythical ·character_ appear· to se.cure· • the effkiency· of _the: meta­

.temporal. lev'el who,se purpose is to fiil .in the -!~a'.p between: the 

externar" creation· and action . in. time .. Fbr, .placing . matter on -}he· 

lowest level of emanative intellects. ~-o~stituting. the ·:o.;_,.;,rall. -stru-. . - . 
c;ttire of. be_ing, merely· p"ut~ an .end to th.e errianati:..-~ serie~ which 

exists. timel~s.sly. M~tter is the last ema~~tion .itself .placed_. out­

side time and above the concrete· of ,.;ature; ii_-:~ onstJtutes' 

last part of the series _or .:.1ements related ·-s~~~du~ally. cind 

the·· 

not _in· 

· terms of time. sequenee. ·1t· is only at. the. c-ross(ng point, the p~int­

of contact of the activity 6f s;,ul and.-passivii;._ ~f. Matter·;. or •on 

this p_artic~lar lev_;,l of "compassionat_;, leaning_- of Sout over Mat­

ter"' on the level describ~-d-. by: Yem_e~· a_uthors.- as. the. second 

a_im (~as.d t_a~I~as dit'r.,irent fr~m-:k·_·a:.s •• d_.· 1 • • ~ aww-a - . the. prim,ary aim 

which is ado~ation of the· Creato·r • and fc>r which ·creation was 

e;,tablished) that time appea,:-s; , : 

Time is a· functic;,n ~ it. appears where m~tter ·unites· with 

form. Matter is. still c,·utside :time, (ortl'_l is_ set ··Within lime; their 

.very c·onnection remains,- th_ough, imperceivable':· Event, •;onstitut.,. 

·ing a protofyoe of al) time events, the p::,;nt of reference and tb-, 

beginnil'1g·.of·~tfle _'1vr,ty -_irl i~elf is not yet an event, rrrev'"::>cably 

-a_nd pe·rtectiveJy. having oc.curr·ed in. the pa.st time. T'.vo beginning 

·is,· .then·, reproducibl•e· ·_ it is __ -someh.ow the. model. and tl1e a.rche­

type of the beginning, the event which is n'e>t embodied in natural 

al:' hisbrical time: .TherefD~~. -it - ::,r. it:s successive replicas 

•• will _reproduci periodically, marking its units, braced by a mythic­

• al ·_buckle, ;,.; _natural time: 

· Metatemporal l"eve·l. e>f" existence guarantees somehow that 

/.'~n the other. . .side .of time" its_ course has already been cl9sed 

~rid_ realized; that -wha.t set$ bQundari,:-s • to timP is 11stronger 11 a~ 

a·· being._ The relation of metatemporal to temporal level. c orres-

ponds· therefore to the opposition of a.ccomplish0d - not 

plishe_d. 

accom-

Eventually creation ap.pears -as a tree-v~·iriged act wh:::>se dj­

vision c6.rre_,;p:,nds to three· ba-sic levels c,f the wor!d of God's. 

imperative; pu-t"e act, or the essence -:,f a.et; perfect and imperfect 

c.ct. The first does not have any reference to time ( ia bi-zaman). 

the second is eternally ·perfect archet-:-rpal (rna<a'z-zaman), the 

third is temporarily imperfect ( fi 'z-zaman ). 'I'h!? last tv,o refer to 

time in.· the ··sense tii~t the second, aithough always ·actual. 

somehow. ha.s c:,mprisE•d .and dei.;,a\ed in it.self that interval 

yet 

se-

parating· perfecthn· from imperfectbn ther2fore its c\ctuallty is, 

in fact._ potentiality realized from fhe beginning ( behve.:en its po­

tentiality and .actuality there exists !!>s:.. ·!ii'L"tt<: interval - says one 
· . .· . . 24· • . • · • 

of. the I.smael1tic authors , , ·:tn r.c!·.,::Alhre!!' - is!ibak - about which 

of the.m w.ould take the. ran!<. diredly ·be-1-ow the First lnrellect, 

whii"e all the time the victory had been secur'?d for the first 
25 

::,ne Nevertheless, all. three levels repre_sent the same· crE·at-

ive· act in its different· forms. 'T'riple-creatbn is an operation tend­

ing towards achieving· unity in 'which the ·multitude of elements 

leads to, the unity :,f act. I~ structure L;; based on bi-directl:,n 

rnaking tra11.sfor.mati:,n pos.sibiP: transiHon fr:,m 1_.i;-·tH-y t:i mttltipH­

city, from eternity to time - and vice versa, lhe :,~der -,i. ana-
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lysis. and· synthesis: Neverthe{ess, tl~e ,,:pp~arance :::,i .ten'lporai1ei-. 

.ty,·tt:io.ugh· within the :emanatrve system, .is a not quite compr~~­

hensible m_oment. The ·fact, that th_e • sphere of temporal tra1'.isfor.;,: 

mations contains in itself a· p.otentially indestr~1ctible. ·intellect, and· . . 

'the way the· reversal of the persp.ective_· is performed, -lacks· am~· 

le elucidation in. metaphysics, Matte.r· - the third inteliect· 'in the.· 

emanative ser_ies, • and matter submitted to _form a:re two different 

• being.s. The difference between them is expressed • in that as. ·;n 

intelle.cf Mattei- exi~ts oi:}ly potentially 'to become· actual. only_ after 

.having undergone transformations·,. metamorphosis_ in the .worl<;! of. 

'?iature. Matter and form, though belong t~ the real, sen~itory per-. . '. . 

ceptible world .. Hence the distinction between. the first • ~d the 

second. matter.-· a.n absolute-,-i,ody; • s·i~ilar shuati-bn aris~s • with. 

t~e transition from analysis lo. synthesjs ·- -it ~alls for: the. change. 

-o( the: lang1..iage ·because from metaphysical terms one ··has .to turn 

to psychology _and .history. Ii,. the "emanative -series tl:ie·· unity_· of 

creation descends to matter, i"1, a serise, _by means· of imj:>etus. 

. and the force of in'erti·cin - beginnir1g from _experienced nature and 

histi:,ry one' has t~ climb s_trenuously • up' towards unity; eh oosing 

~ way which would o~ercom'e_ difficulties ?-ri~ adve;sities . .Si,mtl­
taneously with the change. of perspective tine_ ·more. mysterious· 

entrance ·upon· the· stage of· thought will take· place: creati,on ·e-­

merges from the unity of principle, wherea:s ·synthesis ·arises. 

-from dualism - for there appears Iblis - the -en_emy,_ force -of_ evn 

and destruction ·which. does not exist in ·the. ·act of creation_, all"." 

hough it is_ presei,t and· active in the ma.terial world. 

N. MYTHICAL TIME 
. . . . . • • . 

The" sphere· of t.emporaneity a:_;,·d tempo~al change!; is inse-

· parably relafed t~ ·the. divisio,.:,•. ·i,.;,to parts and the pretensions o!· 

these parts to being· ~ri _inleg_ral entity,--.The n·otion of· entity is 

cu~necteci in the lsmaeiitic philosophy with the notions of· c.om­

r,',c,leness 'iama:m ). perfecti:Jn ( kamal) and autarchy ( ~inja,. 

istigna•) 
26 

.• Meanwhile,._ when a· ·being disintegrates into multiplici­

ty of fragments an'.d corj.sis'te~t parts, it contains, ,except itself, 

··some excess. whiCti is, above all, ·a sum· or .s,,:nlhesis of its parts, 

·and 'torms an entity ·only in potentia.. A part implies the eJ<lslence 

of- another part; ·a characteristics or a quality • is fr9-n.sformed into 

its ·oppo.sltion. This· dl;3.lectiq,_l principle rules the world =,f_. exis-· 

ten;e• and ·aest~uction 27 • The :~xistence· of pj:1,rls leads to chaos, 

is the transgre,;;sio~ of the b'?undaries denoting unity .and inteJ?,ri­

ty and ge·(s. dos6· fo the • {mposs'ibility of. exist,;,nce. Eriste,~ce it,.. 

.self ~ontains, therefore, negation. Tr,at, w!-,ich. is 'tempor~ is a 

struggle between negation • and existence., unstability and per,;,an­

en,~e-. Time· .• derives from a.bsence ( na½:'?), as ~,eU. as f~~ supel"­

(lu::,:~s excess, ,;ebellion. and transgressio~ 
28

, 'I'e_m~or-aneity.·( un­

derstood as ·•=V!'rything that fiD.s up lime and happens in it - mu-

• t_azamminat in Moslem philqs·opbkal terminology - i .. e·. pracesses, 

o;:,vents;" cantinuity of hist.:,ry and. ~vo1utbri - similarly as extens.:. 

in ._itself;. p;;rallel /o eternity '( i. e·. its subjects) and together- wi.th 

it fu.ity taking part ih the act c,f creation. It is rather the limit ol 

the act ·o{ creation, a. ·1evel which· resists it, but, o;; the., other 

hand, must be;' subm~tted· to it. 

Does. tim·e have a beginning? Its origin is creation· ·.itself be­

_cause time reveal~ Itself in it as its =verse - continuous· dis­

continuity, the poisibiHty c,f cJ:'lange:as unlim1ted as. the virtua:lity 

.of th~ creative p_ower. but with. a negative absoiutenes.s. Thus., 

time d::>es not have a beginning but it cannot be said. to ·be ·eter­

nal and endless because there are proc~sses and events talcfrig 

place_ in time ·which ,;_re finite. Rather, it'. may be described as 

absence ::,f _eternity, zero. eternity - the obscurity of eternity a_nd 

its .:::-rroi-~_eous imi~ati:>0, d mom~nt's claims to etern:ity. It se~ms 

that such message cctn be. gathered fr,.:,m Yemen authors when· 

they soy _tha1. • Pdmitive 

as it~ limit ( tn,undary) 

29 • • • r . ) 
Matk·r acc.e-pted Intellect , creation 

and directed its adorali:on towards him, 

t-ut that the matter did n::,t accE-pt Soul which, rut<?r all, precedes 
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it and constitutes f.;,,· the matter the only way to Intellect and_ to 

parti~ipati::m in creation 
30

. By means ·oc this "illicit overstepping 

of the· boundar.-ies .the Matte!· got a wrong notion of Intellect. and 

its role,. because. it _did. not get· to know. its creational reference, 

the aspect of dependence on the creator; and so it knew nothing 

aboui the exi,;;tence of _the transcendental ·principle. The ·mistake . 

of the _Matter was. its conviction about· the im·manence of the prin­

ciple and about the direct accessibility of eternity. This mistake· 

caused its paralysis- and perplexity .and the dexcent into "negat-. 

ive infinity" so far that it causes immobilization and disintegrat­

(on, ·For Matter (in· the Yemen system identified with _the. ·Third 

Jntellect) turned ·to subjective existence "or Intellect· ( gat) and not 

t; the form· (-?ura} which makes. it• act.:U..1 
31

.• "Thus, this mistake,_ 

the slip of the Third _( zalla) causes matEcrial ·density to occµr 

{ .ka!fila) which explodes· in the ·I'hird _imr11.:,bilizing hi_l'l'l and, in_ a 

way~ paralyzing· him in. h-lfinite void .. U ·happened instanteneuously. • 

And ever since, that ve'>' moment w"ill be· lit Gan :already be· dis­

cussed in terms "s1nce" - "to") the proto_type_. of ephemeral moment, 

an .erroneous reflection of the act of creation. Since this moment 

( the moment) entrance into -the world of potentiality and ··distance 

is perpetrated, in which .,;verything is. tainted· wlth mistake.· and 

insufficiency. The mist_ake of the Third ·was unintention~l.: • 

The mistake which happened ( to him),. his slip, -per-· 
plexity and stupefactbn were not intentional and conscious', 
neither did they _result from untamable obstinacy, but they 
happened as accidental in relation to his ·nature. Becal,lse·, • 
if the mistake had been intentional and. c.onscious, he would 
have perished himself· and destroye·d. his w ~rld; he would 
have c~,nfused and disgraced himself with guilt .. However, 
this insufficiency in him was. not intentional ·and his weak­
ness wa.s not the result of rebellion and obstinacy 32 , 

lr,_ the meantime, the Third is· reduced to rank ten, which is 

the la.sl in the series. of ncm-carnai beings. But as his "fault ·was 

not intentional, he is given a _chance· of retu,.;... At this point the­

re appear echoes of metaphisical F'atiinide tradition· in which. in-, 

sufficiency and irnperfec"tion result in a necessary way from -the 

:,rder. of: cr~?',tion~ The che:ngt• .of tanguage~: hovvever, is apparc.•nt. 

.As -in that: tradition the· handicap resulted ·structurally_ from i.h<.> 

emanative : system as such, here it is the result oi" an eve1,t. It 

may be logical: ·if the act of c;eation . as such is to be an exl.ra­

..:1emporal event and not only the relation between principle ;;lnd 

oneness· ( KirmanI ar·gues with the· theory. of the emanation of U10 

fi~st being rr·om divine nature, which ·corresponds to Plotin's me­

taphysics) 
33 

then should not ti1e creation of lime sphere be an 

event as well - a metatemporal event, not temporal yet? Si.nee 

·then· on we find ourselves in the reality of the myth. What makes 

il .difficult from pure metaphysics? We have said earlier that in 

metaphysical thinking U1e transition of the soul into the realm of 

the world embodied by lime forms a certain' kin~ of .mystery. 

When lri a system there occurs exteriorlzation of time from the 

hermetic ·sphere of eternity, it·· causes the interio·rization of it.s 
. . 

comprehension - • the acceptance ::,f the language ·of a subject 

submerged in time -and rationalization of its situation perceived . . - : . . 
primarily as an· existentional experience. _Only when _we accept 

'for real a subject __ in _ehich \his tran.sition, transgression of the 

realm inaccessible to an·alytic metaphysics could have been per­

formed, then,. and_ only then, will -we .get a notional tool allowing 

for -the _ leap from eternity to time. 

The language of myth will thus operate with event because 

it belongs to the ·language of a subject existing in _discontinuous 

time. But the event, _having a symbolic function ( ih the most fun-. . 

damental me,;,n_ing ~f the word - the ·function of combining differ-

ent reali~es) • tra.nslates. the e~tratemporal into· the language of 

life and history, itself remaining in 1ntermediate · and intermediary 

sphere. It does not form the. beginning of time so much as the 

border~g point between time and eternity;· an· entrance open for 

the. transition fro~ • one domain into. the other: .The reverse is 

also true, because the first· event (the· fall of the Tenth into ma-· 

teriality, darkness _an,d density of the matter) is _immediately ac­

.comp.,,;.nie·d .. by· ~ext. ~nes: th~ Soul's· help for the Tenth, urging 

. him to recognize. the intervention and to return from. darknes_s: 



• Jntellects. have 'him help and' enlightened him s'o. that· .he 
would !iiive testimony to Him who ha.cl beeri ackno.wledged ·by 
the· first. being created und. confess that· he. 'did· not possess 
ch.iracter)sUcs 'of' ariy. of .his creation, He· understood that 
arid again undertook his act whichi he· 'should have b~en per:. ' 
brmirig, he repented and.·'was ·obedien·t, and ac.knowledged •.• 
lh<c> ·intervention of superior 'iritellects.· [.' ... J Hi:e .is .Universal 
Soul •ror both worlds. For the high w.orld he fs th.e· :soul and 
:the high world. is inteilect for him, He: receives inspiration· 
and. grace, and;' in turn; .breathes d·own the Holly· Ghost who 
remains .in ·contact with ,him, .and Providence which flows, clown. 
towards, him. He is aiso the ,;soul.· of everything .that exists in 
material' world because he himself is in a subtle state and 
an below him is in a dense state. and the life of the ~ewer: • 
world flows down • from him uriinterruptedly. His agency in .·· 
this world is also. corytinuous and un·ceasing -'-. he is the cre-
ator. :of time • and .space 34 , • 

•' -. ..· 

Now, .ther,:; a,ppea·r:s· a m.ultiflslde. of ·angels who belong tq the 

sphere_ .of the Tenth;. and :who reproduce his .misfake. it tut'rts 

out that the Tenth c6nta;,.;s whithi~ hirii~elfthe wh6le: world of 

angels whkh, .after his slip, appears as··.mult'itude. )t was: per-: 

ceiv,ed only when the Tenth ·fell· irito darkness an_d formed (rcim 
- ... ' .•. . 35 .·.· 

himself· his·. :Shadow i .. e?Ciet1dible ma~er :. . • 

The Te;.,tl, appeals to the fa.He~ and .;;u~mon·s them to re-. . -. • . ·- • • , . -

turn, to ·acknowledge the Soul. and t.he· .Creator. And then the slip; 

the. mistake,. 'gives· weiy to rebellion ai,d conscibus • o'pposition. 

They cause the_ Dcc~·r.e~~e of an ll"reVerSible f~;t as i~ .. 1:i.~E> -~c;>n-

s::,lidated an.d justified itself. through creation of perfecthre - ·past, 

.•at t)-,'~ same time ,·superimposing over' this accomplished .fact the 

potentiality of· imp.erfect futurum. Because som,e ·ot them rebelled 

'and ,decided·. to remain in materiafity when t.he others responded 

'to the appeal and decided to .reh.trn. Nevertheless, their' _mistake: 

re.sulted in a delay. (talJalluf), and this delay· becami the· measu,-. 

re of the time. of their .return, On the oth,;,r .hand, ·those who ·did 

nof hesitate. help· the ·Tenth b save· and extricate the delayed, 

thus creatir1g th~ most 'perfect parts· of' .Cosmos thor~ughl~ per--

• mealed with spirituality th::,se. parts which are devoted to the 

cause ::,i salvation, The auth::,r Ka:nzu'l~~alad teit~- ab~ut a in 

ihe- f::ill-:nving way: 
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And so delay happened through cond.,;nsation; and. the 
change of light to darkness, the subtle state. to extense, the 
change was cause by the .occurence of evil in themselves 
·and from themselvs>s .because the beginning ::,f ·evff·does n::,t 
exist in creation. As the. wise .man says~ is G::,d is just in 
his judgements, then eve·ry evil • in the 'world .must ha.,;e its 
j l.istificati on 3 6 . 

Evil, then; results fr~m negative freedom, from the conceit o{ 

rebellion.· 'I'his is why it remains somehow. ·seperated from the 

roots - • active .. but having no real basis except for itself.. 'I'o be 

sure, the poss.ibility· bf the occurence of • evil is Created . by the 

archetyp.al mi.stake of l:he 'I'enth, • but it is only a potential possi­

bility and its existence. is the result of eh oice. The problem o( 

the beginnings o( evil is, of course, well known from Christian 
. . 

apologet.ics but here the interest .lies in the con~ectio~ between 

• .its elucidation and the interpretation of the nature of. time - evil 

works against return, in spite of the 'boundaries imposed· through 

the archetype of the Tenth, in spite· of immam which represents 

• the call. of the .Tenth .on the Earth, and la.st of all, in spite of., 

I:Ca'im • - a Messianic figure whose advent will be the ·end of do­

mination ,of time and:the defeat, of Iblis. Does this rebellion: not 

. require· .. the .transgression of thi;, ·b~undaries ::i extendibility 

extensio, existencei in space, and time. expansibility ·whic;h ·.is, no-. 

thing else bu.t incessant negation ·of unity ·and incessant. des­

tructio;.,? 
37 

Is it not the. jµxtapcisition of intensio - unity; and 

centreward motion, the approximation of limits? Those ·.antagoni­

•Stic directions .of tensions will decide· the structure and .the· cy­

clical construction. of time, causing the boundary of the. distance 

to be equal, in a. sense, .to the return to the starling point. 

Here lsmaelitic .authors refer to Koran, quoting the foUow­

ing verse:. "You shall be enemies· to one another, and on: the·. 

rth hall b • b d d • • f • ti " 38 
ea you s e grven a o e an posses1on• or a me · . 

Obviously, 'it ref.ers to different cat;,.gories of fallen ancestors 

·of pres"'.nt-day mankind and rel:>ellbus supporters· of Iblis. The 

.. ea1·th, the te·mporal ·and mundane. wortd .fa the place of t.he· con-
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frontation o[ the powers of the De-vii a,~d the powers of c r:eation , 

- destruction and existen<:e. Therefore, the world is uncertain 

and unstable; existence ancl cre-ation ha,ve· not won the final _vi­

ctory yet. B~th powers are still potential, .. presently, though, the­

re is a battle between them, the result of which is still hidden 

ir1 future: 

In the meantime the Tenth takes up. regency over the world 

of nature, constructs the· Cosmo_;,, - a h" - mac U'le revolving regular-

. ly and influencing the surface of the earth v,hich exists in • 'the 

very centre, in order to save souls closed in expansible· .matte1·, 

and to derive from it the character of ~a'im. It will be a perfec, 

riuman being who will rise to tr\e horison_ of the·. ~;diless· world 

of· creation and from there he will take up regency over ·the na­

ture in subsbtuti'.)n for the Tenth who,· in turn, wii+ rise one_ rank 

higher in the hierarchy_ of_ intellects. ~a:'im :- an intellect ·emanat­

Gd frc.Hl'J the 

is a perfect 

world of nat~re is know~· unde·~ different nam~s: •it 

son (al-walad. at-:ta.mm), or a form ( 9 ura) which the 

matter lost the. moment ·it· fell, and which will return on the day 

of resurrection, or, finally, it is the' third emanation • ( al-inbi<a-!_u'1-

-!iill!). 

Myth supplies the notional tool for comprehending the sen-

se and direction of time. Substituting a succession of eventsfor 

the structure it transfers its sequence into time element impc:,stng 

cGdain meanings on the substratum which the natural character-

iElics· of tirne are, itc. • ·t t' l d - ex1s en ,a uree and il.s historical dirnens-

bn. The --:,bjec_t of myth is not some event sequel which simply. 

"happens" i.l, tu"ne and fills it up, itself having significance inde­

pendent of its· temporal meaning. On the contrary _ those events 

ar.e not, in any way, contained in .tin'le bU.t • r~ther they them-selv­

es contain and envelop time, their sense,. on the other hand, is 

closeiy ;-elated to it as time, and, specifically, its symbolic ex-

pression. is just the obi'·ect of the>_ m·yth I • • • c a1mmg exegesis and 

archP.typal interpretation of a languag.e "established" in time re­

alhy s::> much that i~ is in1po.ss.ibl.::. f:, grasp its source-s and, at 
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the same time, limitations. l'he subj,~ct of U'ie myth, l·,owe,·er - il 

the S'.)Urce of the :ny,h can be sought. bei::rw the level of it.s tran,..-

m;ssion at all will be mind which uses this language and wants 

to placP. itself somehow above it to prove to itself thal it is 

restricted by this language. This gnostic attempt r<esults irom 

not 

a 

c::,nviction; consciously or uncon.sciously taking for granted_a· se­

·mantic and communicative· character of 2xistence, the>t- time i:;. so­

me kind of a language, a means of expression asa murl1 a-"' a 

m~~ans of existence ( mayl•e even mo1e so)· - and. ei.s _such it 

·submits to inteilectualization and abs-:,rption by lhe mind. So "me­

talanguage" o_f the myth concerns its metalemporal sphere P.stab"­

shed c,nd built within it. The roncerr, o' the thought a, .. ,,lysed he­

re being that the language could em0r-se logic- "til'.)i fr 1,n • dntl =­
turn to the "metalanguage"_. The myth, handling e~~e,nts \Vhi~h ~ 

not in time yet, interrupts the emanation order in a t~mporal way, 

breakir,g up\ asit were, the struc"ture of emanation into a tim.,._.. 

-order ·_ thus linking metaphysics with history. It pre,,ent m ta­

physics in a historical way, and. makes metaphysical h.islorbso­

phy. By such means it opens way for symbolism, mysticism and 

theurgy granting t'eality to something• of a "hjerophanic ti:ne", a 

time of arc_hetypai ev.ents, revellations- and mystical realizations. 

The role of a symbol lies also in the (act that it lransforrns lhe 

supraindividual relations inlo human language - an indh idual <~­

xi.sting ll1 time. Putting an equation n:iark beh .. ,:'"~n t.l;c TC1irU - ob­

slract primitive matter in Kirmani's system, and thP T'enlh - Spi­

ritual Adam·_, which is the symbo: of a man tied t.:::, matter, has a 

momentous result, in that it allows to obliterate the differenc" 

in scales: hiperc osmic, raacrocosmic and micr ~c '.)smic, as well 

as to establish between ,1·1em a symbolir. conr .. • ion ba,a;ed ::m 

homology: 

C::,smic machine ,vhic~. by means ot its re·v::,\lt.di:,ns·, re~,1!at­

es and measures time is for the lsmaelitis the lo:>I :::,f th•1 Tr•nlh 

transmitting divine justice t., the sublu,·.ar w:::,rld., arlil')C "ror ti1P. 

salvation of the fallen. In ·thiE cas+-:-. r,othing is said ..11):,ut ·u1c-
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deed of. the evil Demiurge which is against. creation . asit happen-, 

ed. in other gnostic systems; • evil appears in fallen souls only, 

whereas Demiurge acts for their. salvation and. separation of the 

evil which has been attached -to them .. Cosmo~, and time which 

it evolves from itself are of ambivalent. nature, and . this very am­

bivalence • is . the evidence qf justice: 

•. Said sajjlduna al-Mu'ajjad: Praise be to God who cre-
ated ·the. world base·d on ( alternation of) oppression and 
freedom, and Established time of sweetness and time of, bit­
terness- for· a reason which minds are unable to grasp, which 
the· imagination was mistaken about, ·and which evoked long­
-lasting controversies, and souls could not f_ree themselves 
froin the shackled of irresolution,' .or cast .off the ·mask of in­
ability of g.uessing • this reason. I praise Him, I, who_ • am :,p­
ressed, and in my ever-prolonging oppression am awaitit~g 
liberation, and I know· that the divine thing is immense and 
imme:'9surable but God made. a measure for everything ( el-
se) 3 . • 

Time serves to defeat evil which is brought forward and 

under.tak~~ by the rebel. a;,d lead to the victory. of creation and 

being· which are ;:,.complished by a religious man. This is why 

time is a kind.. of genera~. outline into'. which a soul writes its 

substance and expresses itself in it, retumin·g to a pattern cre­

ated for it. And so one ·more, probably basic meaning of retum 

in gnosis comes to light: through time everything returns to its 

source, its-mythical_ archetype to which .. it b·el'ongs. If_tiine i_mitat­

es eternity, and eternity is. a_ perfect time,· then it happens so 

because· this eternity,. embodied in a· concret~ being~ _becomes 

its boundary .. and time, in. itself embodied in its subject,· ·aims' 

and directs itself towards this boundary. On the other hand; 

however, ·everything that is· potenlial, hidden in this world, is 

brought forward in a specific. subject, and in t.his way, on the 

day of resurrec_tion_, as .kalami Pir - a treatise of the Alamut 

period says, , everything is made concrete· ( ~uCajjan) and has 

its p·erson {musalJ.t;ia'?).· 

99 

V. COSMIC TIME 

If cosmic time, time of a life of an individual and history is 

enveloped in. the· same supei:i:or metatemporal event which is their 

model and stretches them•. between ignorance ( gahl} and gnosis 

(ma'rif.,;_, Cirfan), then da'wa - religion is a universal-way which 

leads from the. threat of nihility to salvation defining the length 

and structure of- time interval stretching between the exit point 

and the intended end. For ·lsmaelitic theosophers, cosmos itself 

is a religious· activity, t.hough it. is an activity hidden in matter; 

getting out of nature a spiritual being to form the essence ( hu­

la?a) of its changes is the aim of the religion r,f cosmos as 

much as geltirig out of man his sacral forms is the aim of revelat­

ion religions, and getting archetypal ( fitra) religion out of multi­

'plicity of religious f-orms. is the aim· or' ·sacral history. The cha­

racte·r of ~a'im - .an e·schatological re.pHca of the '.I'enth Uriites 

in itself all those· aims as the terminal point towards which the 

developmerit· of,.macrocosmos, ·m'icrocosmos and the world of re-

• tigi:m aims." Neve-rtheless, th~ ~oad to it requires· the undertaking 

of a certain transformation .;. through reaching· the point o.f ~a'im, 

man gets out of cosmos which su_rr~..ind.ed ·him before and reach­

es hipercosmic position, simultaneously taking_ over the regency 

in nature. Cosmos, then, .enables man to get. bey_ond _matter;' sup­

·plying him 'with thf' way· of return," and this- is what his religious 

activity is based· upon, the activity which defin~s the _struct~re 

of the time of c cigmic cycles. And it so happens because the 

basis of the organization· of cosmos arid u's m·ovement· i~ 'the 

entity of the soul which permeates it. )smae!ltlc· Cosmos _is para.­

psychic:· 

The sense ( maCna) which has been esta,blished _in you, 
is ·sensuous soul penneating the whole creation. It is a form 
united with matter from the very beginning, hidden in its 
essence and visible in its· symptoms ( batinu'g-gat wa .~ahi­
ru'l-ajat) and in its ,activiHes. In c-elestial spheres it .will be 
the power flowing from the.· circuitous sphere all the way to. 
the Moon :Sphere, and _their_ ·_form endowing t.hem with move- : 



;,enl <.tnd sl1aplng t1-1c--ir bodi~~s. r;-i ele~ents Jt COnst.i.tuie:S 
p:.)\:ver• fl~,vin~ in the:m to -th.e ce1""1tre of the earlh and actin~ 
in ev€'ry eleme11t thr~ugh analysis and. syntr~esis.; i~ n1ine- -
?\."lls ·:- jbining power givihg tt:Jem the .totality of ·bein'1; in 

• rj!,rnt.se - ve?etative power urging them to acquire f.;;d; in 
animals - ves1elative .. and .sensory soul which directs their· 
develJprr1ent ihrough its s,?:\--en po,vers ~nd gives them· sen­
se>ry feelings thr::iugh its five .s;enses. In man, however, it 
ccmstitu-ces sensory soul which, if it is subjE;>cted ·to educat­
ion_ finds a righteous •-tu.tor and receives his instructions ..., 
raises t::, the. :rank of intelligent ones ·and gets to know the 
whole of divine .creation. Then it .becomes meaning ( ma'na) 
surr::iundmg and including· in itself heaven and earth in 
double sense: bodily and spiri,ual, whereas bodily h~aven 
is ce.lestial spheres - each sphere makes one heaven; .and 
spfritual heaven is l)udud, each of which is hea~,en for on~ 
of a. lower rank than ·itself, and earth for· one of the hh2her. 
rank. Bodily earth, however, is one of the elements of -;:,a­
ture which is present in the centre , of the world. 'I'heref ore: 
surrounding and inclu5iing in oneself heaven and earth 
me'."ns acknowledging the hierarchy and ·true sense 40. 

'The soul, also called Spiritual· Eve - e. partner for Spiritual 

Adam, being subjected to him, f.o!"ms an active l?ower of· cosmos 

which o?"ga.nizes its ,natter. Simultane,ously, thanks to the ability. 

oi inc,·easing selforganizatiori, she raises from one grade to a-

n oth,:ar in the hierarc;hy • of beings, aiming at revealing . herself as 

an autonomous intellect and .substit,:,ting • the Tenth. in. his ·ru~ct­

ions 
41

• She is· also d·escribed as creative .. nucleus ( al:..IJamira­

tu'l-ibda'ijja) out of which an intellect returning to the world of 

creative plerorne is supposed to emerge .. At the top of this PY-
ramid ::,f beings there is man, and to him, by. way o( unce.asing 

evolution, life rises through ~ succession of levels to perfect, 

in the end, its indestructible ·spiritual ch.aracter in holy ecc.lesis. 

The history ·or Cosmos is, therefore, expressed .by evolution, 

the entelechy ::,f which is }$a'im as . an .originally founded. idea 

and the end. of ·the creative task ( awwaiu'l-fikra wa a]Jiru'l-'a­

mal): 

The original idea .and the end . of: th.;; task for which 
everyti:ing. which is subjected_ to movement m~ves· f .. ,],. 
far which time and spatia.l .beings have been· set in. order 
in .space· and •tii:ne, an·d .from which guida.nce ( imima) ste.ms 42'. 
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Evolution, which is be.lng discussed here, should be diffe..: 

rentiated .fr.orn (he ·modern understanding of the word. It does not• 

mean tt-1..e deveiopment of many or one species which is achiev­

ed through subsequent phases in which the lower precedes. the 

higher in tirr,e and tJ-,,.n cease to exist giving place to their suc­

cessors, lsmaelitic. cosmos has had constant and identical stru­

cture since the beginning - an levels which the soul has to climb 

are presenl simultaneously;. inanimd:te nature, :plants, animals, man, 

the w or!d of r<?!igion. What, then, undergoes the evolution? Time 

does not bring anything new into the constant classification of 

beings., nor does it and any new species to: those already exist­

fr1g. Nevertheless, it causes rearrangement, replacement c,f sche­

mes :n ontical structure, al1h::,ugh n·ot necessa-rily in the struc­

ture of nature. Prese,-ving the immutability of species and types 

in nature, it. gets out of them the "individual hidden in them .as 

the universal ma tel"ial and final unity. It is the matter - intellect 

hidden in the multiplicity of species and secondary individuals 

born in the world of ... natul'e, returning to his identity in the shape 

c,f ~a'im. Differently from natural evolution, time here will not be 

an abstract measure of changes of a reai world growing in line­

ar lime continuity, but an actual homogeneous transformation 

growing and taking· place in a hierarchical and spatial, ever the 

same, ,,.., orld. Through fa1dividuals, in natural evolution there tak­

es place a transmutation of species - her<:' through species the-

re takes place a transformation of an idenlical individual a 

person forming him.self during passing through impersonal stru­

cture ::,f material vv orl::!. General ideas are not more eternal 

."tr.d perm,:,.nent than· sepe¥·ate beings because the subject of e­

ten-dty can be only a person repeating tawl,id and tawa.',l;lud of 

the Pirst Intellect. ':Phus, it will be above everything which is 

g~nerai and particular - hence above nature and cosmos. With 

such an outlook on cosmic time, it is not only a measure oi 

evoluti::>n of species through the birth and annihilation of entit­

i.t .s, nor a measure of exchange of entities within permanent 



102 

. . ~ . 
·species ·and types. The first possibility assumes _a basically 

changeable nature wh;se form never js, :· and neve_r .can: be whol­

ly "ready"_ - - the other, ho,-vever, assumes ·a nature basically un-
.. · .. 

·chang~able, just as the Greek philosophy in,agined it; where 

planet revolutions - constahtly repeating the ··s~me c_or,figuratioris 
' . 

- restore app_;,_rent changeability to constantly .recurring .configu-

;ations, ·a,~ir time becomes rather_ illusory _compared tothe reali­

ty· of eternal return.·- ·1n _gnosis; which is the object _of our con­

sideratbns, we deal with. still another solution - namely, that a 

dosed time interval, bringing al:>out a perceptible change. through 

metamorphoses of entities_, :retaining ·at the s~~e ·ume unchangea-

, bility .of species, prbciuces a hiperindividual whose peri;ona1 uni- _ 

ty is situated above the oposition:: particular - g-~nerai and chan-

geable - permanent. The return whose function is the time· cycle 

reins· through a unique and unreite1·ated· way - each cycle ab­

sorbs and concentrates in itself the totality of time which passes 

with the end of the cycle. The time ·of return· being realized i~ 

the form of a pers_on retun,ing to lost _eternity appears -to be 

more specific _and meaningful at the- same time·,- than ·the time of 

material entity d_rifting towards its annihilation in the .imper.scmal 

world of cosmic Fate, and more real also than the lasting .of 

types and universals. The revolutions - of celestial"- bodies guid­

ing_ the metamoph.osis ;r' the world of --~xistence. and destruction 

can· thus be doubly u_nderstood, eithe·r_ as the measure setting 

U,e time of destructi_on of beings irrevocably departing into. non­

-existence and· pe-rishing in the element of matter or as a sub­

stance out of which -eternity is formed arid existence emerges. 

b1 ·the first case, time. presents the face of a devouring demon, 

in the latter - the face of an angel -and has a creative power. 

The perception of evolution and its sense is, therefore,· a 

matter of inte.rpr·etatio11. There is no possibility of time aiming 

forward unendingly - the fact, that it is superimposed on- sha­

peless matter as a structure and dynamism· of Logos, binds it 

to manifest the Logos, 'and to returi1 to it mastering the en-

J.03 

·thropic _ character· of matter ahd ·overcoming chaos. But the re­

·turn to eternity is- possible on:1y_ • when- the individual manages to 

• transform itself into a person overcoming :the abstractness of its 

species'.. That is why, humanity united in the shape of ~&'im. ( in 

spite of. the· fact that' this; which ._will be the duration after the 

day of resurrection,_ is _impossible to describe in precise terms 

-··and • submits . anly to approximati't;m by. me,;_ns of a symbol) 
4 3

• It 

will certainly be basically different fram humanity understood as 

.a natural species, -or even a ·society united by social ties. On 

the· other hand_, if an entity remains only as a specimen .of a 

species, then it returns to shapeless~ess, non-existenc_e ( sat:,ik) 

with the advef}t of its dale in order to reappear, after some timl.~. 

as ·another individual 
44

. It is necessary to state that for the 

gnc::sis, apart from _changeability and metamorphosis, _there exists 

• a convergent unity of time in which a· sacred person ·is created. 

and besides unstability of existence the permanence· of life pur­

posefulness of ·energy a-re found. 

Time-and-space as the activity of Logos is plainly visible 

in' the description of th.; constructipn of the cosmic mechanism. 

Material cosmos ·as such is the result of co-operation of two 

elements - matter and form. Matter is the lowest spiritual being 

_ -vegetative soul; soul, however, the life of the universe, 

with matter gives the image ( ~ura) of th,;, First Intellect 

united 

and 

then carries in itself the ·reflection of his eternity. Form is the 

organization and knowledge of matter higher and higher as it 

assumes increasingly developed and complicated shapes. Abso­

lute passivity and negation of the matter would make the exist­

ence of :time impossible. Activity and movement are impossible 

in the state of inertia in which the matter ( le,; to itself and de­

prived 0 ( the "help'.' of the for·m) dw·,~us. S'or the time to exist, 

it is necessary that there were an impulse of initiative, a move­

ment forward which gives the beginning to some potential energy 

_ which ;s necessary to create p os.sibilitias af further mavemei,ts 

and changes. E,;,,en the lowest arganizati.:m and struc!t.:ralism 
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bring about the possibilily of activity. It stems from certain. ope- 1 

rational r·ules which the structure possesses, . and· which c onsti­

tute for it· something° very Much like "memory". The who!e nature, 

therefore,_ must have know.ledge, and this knov,ledge is its soul 
45

. 

The creation. of such of time and space ( as formed in the 

mafter of structures, a construction endowing it with order and 

dynamics) is brought about as a result of the ·movement ·af the 

saul aiming at its· salvation. Three movements farmed archetypes 

-:,f three basic di.mentions, and those - an Jsmaelltic .author puts 

it - gave the beginning. to the formation of space in order to cre­

ate time 
46

. Anothe·r work from the Yemen period. ·states ti1at the 

beginning of the first movement was heat - a paint which, it is 

said, ''was a whole, not a part" '
17 

Time-space undersfoocl in such a ,-vay is characlerizecl by_ 

vectorial dynamics causing mavement, actively setting in m,:,tian 

beings subjected to it, contrary ta the statics of categories whi_ch 

only 'arrange movement. Neill,er form nor malter ,exist seperately 

from each othe.r, but together they appear as organization and 

construction. That is why, time and space, _!hose foundations· af 

the structure_ of nature, are not· so much ·the form of matter, as 

the structure. within which matter assumes form. Structura!ization 

of. cosmos, the creation of co.smic mechanism the work of th!." 

Tenth Intellect - .appears to be for· -the fallen soul a blessing_, ah 

act of grace. Heavenly spheres thanks to their pe·rfect and. har-­

monious built, become the quintessence of form imitating ihe im­

age of. primeaval ·rule of existence and thus can be the "argum­

ent" of ·rebelled Primitive Matter 
48

. On the other hand, if. we con­

sider the spacial structure, then its primordiality in comparison 

to real, materi~l object~ ·whi~h arrange themselves ;;.,·.it., arid its 

"spirituality" - appear _in the ideal chara.ct_er of. vectorial relat­

ionship ·prior to real space, Movements of the soul fix the di­

mentions th_rough estabHshing points, their. opposites· and corres-

• pondence ( muna?arat ·wa muls:abalat) producing a crosscutting 

cluster which forms the central point in the point of intersectior,. 

Those relatiunshir,,=; ai'"1d theil" comnion point ar'? cnU,:;;d .substrGturn 

of unity (gat wal;;i'i-:la) organizin_g the multiplicity of.bcings·int;) one 

• ent~ty neven before . those icte·al p;ints have as2iumed the shape ~[ 

bod.ies percepti'?le through senses" 
49

. Spacial relrifi:1ns, . bc.\.SPd :)it 

-:}pposition .and ·~o_rre-spon~.enc:e. prepared a nt~twork :Jf dc-tr~rminanl.-1 

for the occurrence a! time, ari.d since lhen ( in what.hv~r • immemor­

ial past ocurred the "then") celestial b::,c!ies maving in c::,smic 

space ·form a __ clock measur:ing the time of birth a·nd • death ::,n 

earth. They regulate metamorphoses taldng place l>eb.•,ee11 ext,•-,.,-,_ . 
. . 

es of cliafectir::-al contradictions: every quality or natu,·ct1 ch.:tracter--

istjcs has fts opp::,s1te and whenever this char.:icteristics loses il:s 

power, tl?cen it is overtaken by its antHhesis which annihilal.-s it 

taking its place instead SO Similarly, the- arrangement of hie1·ohis­

t::,rical cycles will be dual becu.use material cosmos includes du-

• a.lity, the basis of which is the appositb_n of form a.nd matter, 
. . 

111:;,vemenl \'lnd repose, activity and passivity, and finally tension 

between extremes of potentiality and actuality. 

The question of c<:>smic time brings lo mind the> problem of 

the begrnning. If ·time does not come fr:::m crealbn and is th.,:, 

work of the. Tenth, f.hen_ the time distance cap.not be eternnl, and 

time cannot be- "more ancient'"· than the beginning. ::,f everythin9,. 

However, search for a beginning which would be !he zer::, point 

ior histo1-ical chr_on::,iogy or thee scale a{ casmic age, is clo::,med 

to fail. The paradox -of the beginning H~,s in ·the fact that it wJulcl 

have to be such a p_oint from which time is derived - thus, a 

pojnt .which is not included in time. and at the same- timE" 1 5Llch 

a one; which.would be the first point of a set ::,f time momer.ts. 

Besides, there .could not exist .any pc,int which would precede: it, 

and which, at the s:ame ·time would remain the first, from which 

past ·be,gins, a·.-,d the only·· one which_ would r. ot. be inctudFod in 

U--.e potential fulure. The imp::issibilily ::,f imaginin·g surh a point 

si:.eaks. slro1\gly ag_ainst lhe existence :lf a zc='r::, P~int in nbS::,-
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'!'hat is why_; the beginning _of_ time is enclosed onty_ in the r 

symbolic· reflection of es~hatological end, which, in tum, is not 
. . 

only the border: of. time measure, but __ a1so th·e connection with me-

tatemporal level. 
. . . 

}$a'im-'is the-form which is-to.'appear with those, who detach­
ed 'themselves from bodies in small or big cycles. Matter 
and form however, are .the third. emanation whfch did not re­
spond ( t~ the call of the_· First Intellect) because the second 

·paii ( of _the c·r,;,atlve world) which rebelled and persisted in 
·its .mistake ... fell_ into darkness and got mixed up, resulting 
in _two· thin. 3y" connected into a_ pair at the _ beginning of time 
and space . . . . . _ 

. . . . . . 

In IsmaeliHc c"osmos, m_;crounity. consists· of. ~n astrological 

cycle finished by annihilation and _recreation of cosmos from 

chaos. It coincides with the_ great hierohistorical cy_cle because 

wi~h its end, there· is formed a spiritual. shape of· ·_}$a'ini who un.:. 

dertakes providential rule over nature in place- of the preceding 

intellect. It .means that he- becomes, in a_ way, the energy of co­

smos, the structure which organizes it, and gives it Us form -

and, at the same ·time, an intellect performing conc_ealed care of 

the evolution of religion ( dacwa). Quite _haturaily, _ the cycle is di­

vided into· a string of. smaller units which, in turn, consist of in­

numerable multiplicity . of moments. "The basic characteristics of 

such a cycle is its overall character. It results from the conti­

nuity of evolutional process which takes place· in ·it, ·and its or­

ganic cohesion. 'I'he continuity of evolution· and the entirety of 

its product cause time to become an entirety which ··oversteps 

the total aggregation of points, thus converging into a unit - a-. 

con. We can draw a conclusion, therefore,· that in the Ismaelitic 

notion of time, there can be seen two different ways· of under- · 

standing its measure - according to distingui_shed kinds ·or topi­

cality: 

1. a unit of imperfect creation, measuring and embodying 

the existence of partial and _incomplete beings - a mc>ment in­

cluding ephemeral and transitory actuality; 

2;- a unit,. ·conc.entrafing in· itself ·the whole of. pet1'ec"tect ( not_ 

'.'.lril_y pa.s.t) • time, which in-easu1;es· ()Ut "the.· creation- of p.arlect .be­

ings reac
0

hing eternity at its end. 

!f it !s to be· somet~ing: r,eal; eternity becomes somehow a 

sublimation of a m'?mel'\t .- a lasting· actu<>.lity of its subject, an 

ete~,al momerit, __ which·: does_ ;,ot_ kn;w_intemal divi5.ion_,_ which is 

imme,-i.surable .and simultah-E!ously d~prived of that, - which,_ in tem­

·poral mc>m.ent even _m_ost intensiv~ly expe~ie;,~ed evo~es fe~r -

the feeling c;,f .the· impossibility of ·e;,closing the whole fim_e, us­

ing it up in· the pres,.nt moment. Ismaelitic gnosis does not allow 

for a sudden, extatic tr<;1nsition from time to eternity in which the 

I of a· mystic becomes the evidence of Divi.r,e ego 
52 

- between 

eternity a..;d time, this system places a seperaling· !aver of me­

tatemporal level. In fact, it is nothing else but an· operative myth, 

acting and existing· presently not only iri legend and. tradition or 

a book. Hence, the possibility of the ·existence ·or personuies 

ch.aracters enco·mpassing_ lhe. whole -of time 
53 

• Time is he1·e a pedodical .measure of absence; an ·announ­

cement, a: sign of hierophany • which will c oml" true only with its 

end - cosmic rhythms as .such a.re not, and cannot be hiero­

phany. It so happens becaw,e, in spite of repeatedly underlined 

mutual conformity of soul and cosmos, .it is, in fact, the former 

whic.h, above ali, is the epiphanic place, and it is the soul which 

gives sense to cosmos-, not -th~ olher way- 1-ound. 
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bin in his paper Le temps cycU-g.ue clans le ,maz.deisme· et l'is­
maelisme, Erano,a Jahi'buc-h 1951, pp. ~11-217. 

-~ ' 

~ CC. C orb in' s emphasis of the re..:Constructive role of ta-
wil ( Histoire de la phibsophie isla-mique, pp. 13-3C). 

3 
Problems of gnosis are here consciously related· to the 

issues o( hermeneutics as • developed by P. R i c o e u r, espe-· 
cially those, which has be-en discussed in tl-,e w·orl< Existence 
el hermeneuttque, published in the collec'fi.on ·-"Le confUt des in-
terp·retations", P-aris 1%9, pp. 7-2.9; • 

4 
H. C orb in, Hist<:>ire de la phll.osophie is.lanug.ue, "P.• 126. 

5 
The .polemics wa,s .initiated by A-b ii l;{ at i m a r-R a-

z 1 s treattise Kitabu '1-L?.la:b-, whereil"I _criticism was le-.reU.ed 
against the work enU11e-d Kitabu '1-mahsYl attribute-a to Mu-
1_, a m m a d. i b n A I;> m a d a n - N a s a f. i. Tbe -iatter was .in 
tum suppoi:-ted by Ab.u Ja<Ji:ub as-Slgista.n1. 

6 
Kitabu'r-rij.ad, p. 39. 

7 &..&, pp. 496-505. 
8

• er. C~ G. Jung• s remarks in Aton, eh. Die Struktur 
Lo1d Dynamik des Setbst on the sub}ect o{ the fundi::>n of time 
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• Di.I? ·:e:infUhrung der 'Hlrkische~ Sprache in ,die. osmanischen 

'.S~hulen im jahrl? 1839 war ein Resultat der. im 1$. Jh. dafUr • un­

ter';1ornmenen BemUhungen-, Sie liess die schnelle EntwickJung 

und. die Belebu;.,g de,,; Interes,ses filr die Mutt~rsprache erwa.r­

ten. W~nn _da,s T'_h,~r,;a ·det· 5pracherneuerung in: der 'l'Urkei: be­

rUhrf. tmd neben. dem Beg riff "cm devrirni" ( Sprachrevolution.) in 

einem At<:amzug ?-Ui'.;::h. der .Name. von_ AtatUrk.,gena_nnt _wird, dar(. 

· .. • nk:ht ,:,.ergessen \,v~~den, da,;;s Kemal Pascha seinen E:rfo.lg in 

eine.in .hohen .Gr';',de den im J.9; Jh·. wirkenden Patrioten ve.rdankt, 

die es ve~stancter.; die tUrkische Geseilschaft auf die langwieri­

ge: Sp.rachrein\gt.1rig ~orzubereiten. Aber die Ge~el!schAft ·war sich. 

weder in dem BectUrfnis nach puri;;;Usch~n Reformen, noch .Uber 

deren ·Arbeitsmethoden. einig, 'l'roti vieler Stromurigen und unter­

schiedlicher Meinungen !asst· sich • nur 2.!!:l. Sprachemeuerungs-

pr .. ograrnm· als umfassend· und ko~1arent be-zekhnert .. Sein Autor· 

war· Ziya Gokalp (1876 ... 192·4 ), .der seinen zieinlicl, ·massvoU~n. 

und •sehr realistischen ·Plan iin. w·erk Ttirk<;uli'..!i, esaslar, ( Prin­

zipien des Pantu.i-klsrnus) darstellte· . 

. Das nachste puristische Programm wurde· v::m • Atati..i.rk vc,r-­

geschlageri, Diesmal: war .es jedoch ·el:ler ein radikaler_ PurismL1s. 

Die 1:i-ste Organization fUr Arbeit an der tU.rkisc_hen Sprache na.ti,1-

te .sich "Di! .. Hey'etJ" (Sprachkomission). Die schnelle _A•..dlosung 

• •• d<c•r Organization ·.wurde durch .die unzureichende Sac~kenntnis· 




