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T.D. PROFFITT
THE EXODUS AS A REVITALIZATION MOVEMENT*

\

European hxatomography has developed several v1ews of the
exodus. Pederson (1934) and Noth (1958) took the view that
Ex. 1-15 was ™a passover festival legend holding that it camel
into bemg over the course of centunes"l. Mowinckel, however,

- opposed this vxew In Le décalogue (1927) he viewed the first -
fifteen chapters as a descnptmn of a cullic festival or covenant
renev’val festival. In thxs he comes close to appronmatmg the b
view of this writer, .Others trled to asaocxate different parts of

"~ the exodus expenence with” dlfferent groups of Israehtes. Some
».hke Osswal_d and SChMId, however, viewed the book of Exodus
ras “the prodﬁct of accumulated tradition". witho.ut reference to
Moses. ' A bk ; : ._

For Fohrer' 'Mosés was "t‘irsf ‘ar;d for‘emvcst a .recipient of
revelation, founder of a . cult »énd inspired leader of a nomadic »
:-(or semx—nomadxc) group that achieved sohdamty on the basxs v
.of its new. rehgxon and sought to realize the promlse of terrifor-
ial possession. The escape from Egypt took place under the
aegxs of this new rehelon"z Israelite conquest of Ca.naan pro=-

b, moted Yahwehxsm to the status of a wor‘ld rehemn. Fohrer be-
lieved, ' ; : )
C For the late William B, Albnght, dz2an of American "Biblical

archa_eologlsts", Moses..‘was the fot.,mder_ of Israel’s religion a'nd._'

*Thxé is Ia revision of a paper originally given before the-
Phi Alpha Theta Society Conference, April 25, 1981, at the Us
g mversl’ty or Caleomxa, Santa Ba.rbara CA USA.. !
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cammonwealth Dehverance from Egypt was the anvu upon whach
“lsrael's nat.lonhood and falth ‘were foreed
Current Anglo—Amemcan hxstor:ography focuses on the route
' and date of the exodus, the nature of Israel‘s monothelsm4, ‘and.
the role  of the covenant The latter is seen a_s the baszs for the )
'legal structure of, the Mosaxc code 5. Anglo-Amencan hxstorlogra-"

‘phy ‘sees Moses, the exodus, and Mosaic ethxcal monothexsm as

basic to Israelite: natzonhood hfe, and culture 6-. The exodus mark-‘

ed "the begmnmg of the Hebrews as a nauon"-(_'.
But did israel’'s faxth begm with Moses and the. exodus”
Roy b, I—Ioneycutt Jr:in The Broadman Commentary (1969)

wrxtes with reference to Alt that the phrase "God of your fa-—- 5

thers™ "underscores the distinction between patriarchal rehgmn
and the revelation mechated through Moses, whxle at the same
time mdlcat.mg an ‘essential contmux’ty between the religion of the
patriarchs ‘and the worship' of Ya_hweh durmg, the era of Moees"
(p. 315). The exodue fulfilled G.od’s ‘p.romise ‘to Jacob (Gen. 46:
1-4). This view c'omec. cloge to Mowinckel’s idoe ofv covenant
renewal. But ne-ither' Honeycud: nor Mowmckel nor F‘ohrer w1th
his ‘idea of Moses as a recipient of revelatlan or founder . of aA
cult, adequately explam the exodus- dehverance or the role of
Moses in the hfe and faith of Icr'ael A more accurate vxew can_
be had by applymg the 1n51ght= of the anthropalogy of religion
to a study of .the: exodus.” Such an approach takes Mo=@s, the
exodus event, ahd the text of Exodua on thexr own terms. The
ingights of revxtah/atlon anthropology when applied to Exoduc
prov1des the hxetoman and theoloélan with new msxght a new
genre and motif. ' )
Anthony O ot Wallace, an mrltl1r0p41'7515t, prov;tdee such an
approach to folk history and legend that lies at the heart of this
new interpretation of Israel's deliverance. from Egypt. In The De~

- kanawideh Myth Analysed as the Rec o“d of a Revitalization Mo- .

g : 8 o 4
vement (1958} «-Wallace altempts {o reconsiruct an historical

event. out of its' legendary mairix. Wallace defines a revitalization

239

rﬁwement as a "deliberate organized effort [ ...] to produce a more
satysfying culture" during or after a perlod of stress and cultural
disorientation.- Such a movement axms at- stability. Beginning. with

an outlme of the legend of- Hlawatha, a North Amemcan lndxan,

-Wallace develops an Iroqums ‘culture hxstory in which the decline

of the social order is the result of mstabxhty due ‘to increased
populatxon and blood ieuds.,The lack of soc1a1 stability and the

presence of blood feuds showed. the need for revitalization. Hia-

- watha’s preachmg agams_t blood feuds led to social stab{llty (<.
“AD 1400-1600,. esp. the laiter).

’I‘he technique . that Wallace uses requires several versions
of the same legend preferably from different periods of time 9.
He sees the prophet as an mno_yato_r. Other prophetic movements,
h'wuever, show that a prophet’s message is usually conservative,
telling how to restore the old ways. Thus for example, Old Tes-
tament prophets called for. radical changes that were.io return
Israel to her or1g1na1 covenant relatlon.shxp thh God that began
'w1th the patriarchs, Although Wallace's approach does not fit ali
ev1t_'xhzatmn movements. it does fit many. It is a tool that the hi-
stonem can use to open: new windows -on. the past This paper
appl;es_Wallaces techqut to the accounts of the. Hebrew Exo-
dus. . ; '

For Wallace the process of revitalization® consists of five

¥ stages: -

'I. - Steady State,‘ go

II.‘. - Period  of Individual Stress,

1. Period of Cultural Distortions
o (8 Period of Revitalization;

V. New Steady State.

The fourth pemod Re\ntahzatxon, Wallace further sub-divides

into six stages:

A, Revelaticn,

B Communication,
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g ‘Organization,.

D. .. Adaptation, -

E.. ¢ Cultural Transfomatloﬂ,
P, _Routmmatmn._ ;

Wallace n'otes fhat_the process begins with a vision in which

a deity outlines sociéty's p-roblems and their, sélu‘tioﬁ. The solu}
ion often consxsts of a code .of behawour, belief, ritual, saciai,»'
and/or economm practlces. The prophet is. challenged with com-
mumcatmg 'the message and gathermg dxsciples, “If all goes well,
the code is fmally mstltutlonalxzed by the socxety as part of its
culture". “Thus the prophet is cal.led é.nd ngen ms m:ssmn to

transform soc:xety 2 ) A .

It is the contentxon of this wrlter that the Book of Exodus,
like the story. of H.tawatha, is a record of a. revitalization mov-
‘emerit. All of Waliaces stages are present:’ : ] g

N4 and I "Steady State" ‘and "Individual . Stres:"l- Wallace
notes that the Iroquois’ omgmal ‘steady state was interrupted by
increased -ihte'récti.on broug'ht -about: by‘.popu.laﬁon_ increase. We
.read the séme of the Hébréws in Exodus 1 : 11-22, "Therefore
they (the Egyptzans) did set over them (the Hebrews) taskmast—
ers to afflict them [...]But the more they (the Egyptlans) afflict-
-'e‘d them, the more they (the Hebrjews) multiplied -and grew [...)".

Moses' period  of personal stress is recorded in Exodus 21 11-22,

the episode .in which he kills an Egyphan for beating a Hebrew
and then fléss into the desexrt ; _ : it
III. "Cultural Distortion" ~ The most likely ':eq;xivale,nt to Wal~
lace’s Period of Cultural Distortion is Exodus 1: 14 and 22,
"And they_(the Egypti&ms) made tl'i_eir (the Hebre.ws‘) lives bitter
[...] ‘Every son. that 'is born you shall throw into- the river [...7".
Haviﬁg been invitved'into_Egy'pt by an earlier phar"aoh under a
‘pharaoh who "knew not Joseph! they now forced into corvde la-
bor and experienced acuie demographic change. A generai lack
of social cohesioﬁ may also be implied. in the peoplesg’ reaction
to Mosesg’ (irst bid for leadership: "Who mad'e-you a prince e;md

a judge over us?" (2:14).
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v, "Revxtahzatxon" - Exodus chapter three - the parauels

i w:th Walhces Revrtahzatlon ‘Period ar'e clear. Exodus 3 and 4,

the eplsode of the bummg bush, is’ the pomt of revelat1 on:
when the pr')phet Moses is called and. ngen Ais message G-od
speaks from a ﬂammg bush and teus Moses to go to his people,
‘to rally them around the standard of patnarchal faxth and to Iead
them out of Egypt.: T . : -

Wallace "Communicatlon" and "Orgamzat:on" stages within

‘the "Period of Revxtahza.tlon" are seen m Exodus 4: 29 - 11: 9

in' which Moses has the task of convincing Pharoah and the He-

brews to obey the LORD. Pharoah ‘had to be convinced to let

‘ the Hebrews .go; and the Hébr_e_ws had to be convinced io leave.

. Like Mohiamm'ed,AMoses'- first conve.rts. his first diéciples, were

memberé of his own 't';am_ﬂy._ Later the ellder'si of Israel.sided with

him {4': 29). Eventuany‘ the people, too, came .to believe in the .

possibility and. necessity . of deliverancé. ' h
Wallace's stage of "Adaptation" ( "strategic innova"cion") i’s

seen in the Passover Supper. (Ex.A12‘)v. Israel found unity of

 faith and practice .in this new institution. But "Cultural Transfor-

mation” and "Revifalization" proper took place en r.‘oute, in the

b-e?&odus jitself. Most of the Book of Exodus details” the changes

wrought ‘'under Mosges’ théocratic_: leadership, changes that pre-

vpai"ed' the Hebrews for life in the Land of Promise. Just as Hia-~
watha's rule against blood feuds "effectively transform(ed) the

Iroquois ethnic confederacy into a political confederacy” so the

Passover, sele_cti.;vn of judges and pri"ets, the Law of Sinai, and

' the building of the taberacle (Ex. 18 -'31), the major évents

.of the exodus, galvanized Israel into a theocratic nation. Israel’s

religious change resulted in social change. Renewal of the divi-

ne covenant revitalized Israel.’

In the wildermess and in Canaan, Israel’s "Steady State"

developed. Israel’s Steady State, interrupted as it was by the

:l?hilistines, wé§ not any less steady than that of the Iroquois,

which was interrupted by Bluropeans, In both cases the political

B



242

machinery estabhshed allowed the Iroquois, and Hebrew natmns_
to become estabhshed and to ‘grow. Only m Is.raels case was

a true nahon state eventually esta.bhshed

The exodus was an event with many dimensxons. I was a ok

po lit ie al challenge to the Egyptian estabhshment Reh— ‘
gmucﬂy it was a power. enc ounte r between ‘the gods of
.. Egypt and the Creator God of Israel. Soclologxcally the exodus §
was ‘a movement that created a nation. To view the éxodus
as purely a socxo—pohtical phenomenon is to limit one's under-
_standing of the exodus, for revxtalxzatxon movements are born out
of the encounter of the natural and the supematural dxalectxc
become synthesis 1‘1. E s

Neither h:etorxoﬂraphy nor exegesls can 1gnore the socnolo-
gical, cultural or hterary dxmens:ons that estabhsh the context

‘of an event. It is possible, thanks to Wallace. to identify a new

literary category revitalization e,enre. The followmg chart’ outlmesA

the exodus as a revitalization mov_en_lent.

The Exod}u‘l's-as a Reviitalizat_ipn‘ _Movement:__

'L Steady State - Exodus 1;
IL* Period of Stress - Exodus 1-2; &
" NI, Period of ‘Cultural Distortion’ - Exodﬁs 1214 22, 2;14‘,'
v, -Penod of Revxtahza.tlon - Exodus 3-40; :
A Revelatxon - "BExodus ' 3=4,
: B. Commu.mcatwn - Exodus 4,
. ‘'C. Organization = Exodus =11, Levxtlcus,
'D. Adaptetion - Exodus 12,
E._Cultura.l Tra.nsiormation and Routmxzahon - Exodus
.. ' 13-40, Deuteronomy; .
b o New Steady State - Josuah a.nd Judges.

ln the hxstory of Israel Moses was the Hebrews Hxawatha
leading Israel through a penod of stress into a state of socm.l
and: rehglous revxtalizatmn. Like all prophetxc movements. the e-
‘ xodus was a conscxous. dellberale, organized effort to produce ;

.

12

a nioi‘e_satisfying ‘culture via religion. It revitalized the culture’
and faith® of the Hebiﬂews. Because of what the exodus did it may

be defined as a rev:tahzatxon movement perhaps the earliest .

kn own to l'nstory

NOTES

: G. Fohrer, History of Israelite Religion, Nashville 1972,
p. 68 with reference to Pederson, Passahfest und Passahlegen-
de, ZAW LVI], pp. 161-'-1_7'5; and M. N oth, Das zweité Buch Mo-
ce, Exodus (1959), pp: 70-77. (Fohrer’s original edition. was
Geschichte der Israelitischen Rehglon, Berlm 1968)

21"ohr-er g. cit:, D72,
2 Ct.” W.-E. Albright, F‘rom Stone Age to Chrlatxamty

© Monotheism_and the Historical Process, Garden. City 1957, p.

258. Yet cf. R.J. Grenald, The Philistines: An Hlstomogra-
phic_Analysis (unpubhshed) Masters thesis, Department of Hi-
story, California State University at Fullerton 1969, (Avmlable,

" University Microfilms), for the thesis that the Israelite state
- came into .being in conflict with the Philistines. (See also J,
'Brxe hity Hxatory of Israel,. thladelphxa 1959, pp.,153-5 163)

Brlght op. ‘cit., pp. 111-115, 1395 JsD. Douglas
(ed) New Bible Dxctmnaxy, Grrand Rapxds 1962, pp. 402-403;
K, A. Kitc hen, Ancient Orient and Old Testament, London
1966, pp. 57-75; L. T. Wood, Date of the Exodus[in:]J. Bar-
ton Payne (ed.), New Pérspc—,ctives on _the Old Tegstament,
Waco 1970, pp. 66-87; and H., Sihhran ke The Exodus and the
Crozsing of the Red Sea According to Hans Goedicke, pp. 42-
~50, with - A Critigue of Professor Goedicke's Exodus Theories
by Charles R,  Krahmalkov, pp. £1-54, Biblical Archaeology Re-
view VI 5 ( Sept/Oct., 1961). Goedicke tries to identify the pha~
roah of the exodus with Hatshepsut whose armies he claims
drowned in a tidal wave caused by the eruption of Thera, the
discharge of which was the pilar of cloud and fire; while Krah-
malkov has a few hundred Hebrews cross the Red Zea by boat!

, Hopefully the latter two do not .represent the best of the latest

Awmerican scholarship. (Both teach at Amencan umvercltxes)

B Cf. G. E. Mendenhall, Lew and Covenant in' Israel
and the Ancient Near: Ea.st, Pittsburg 1955, pp. 24-49,
2 Cf. J. Kenneth Eakins, Moses, Review and Expositor
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LXXIV: 4 (Fall, 1977), pp. 461-472, for a survey of interpretations

of Moses as prophet, deliverer, guide, covernant mediator, lawgiv-
‘er, and "midwife". y

‘Clyde T. Francisc o, The History of Israel [in:] C. J.
Allen, ed., The Broadman Commenta Vol. 1, rev. (Nashville: &
Broadman Press, 1973;,3p. 58. "In the Exodus the latent power
of Israel's faith received a thrust that would never be denied.
Later Israel would look back to the deliverance from. Egypt to
keep its faijth alive" (p. 59). Dhe discovery of the books of the

Law sparked Josiah’s reforms (cf Mendenha 11 oE. cit.; pp.,
»4(-50)

Reprmted from Ethnohlstog B 2 (Sprmg, 1958) PP. 118-
-130 [in:] Kenneth M. Morrison, ed., American Indian History: A
Reader_in Early Culiure Contact, 1492 - 1760 (Los Angeles: Ame-
rican Indian Studies Center, UCLA) 1975. No pagination.

9 For the exodus this involves ‘the books of Exodus, Levxh-
cus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy plus Psalms 105, 106, and 136.
10

Under I-hawatha ‘the Iroquois’ estabhqhed the confederatmn
(Leaaue) of PFive (later Slx) Nations, centered on the Great’
Lakes of the United Siaies and Canada. Not all Iroquois peoples
were in the Confederation (e g., the Cherokees) There were a
- number of vassal states and peoples. (Cf A. F. C. Wallace,
The Death and Rebirth of the Seneca, New York: Random House
1972). Although the Iroguois did not become a true nation state
their confederation inspired the American federal union (cf. Do-'
nald A, Grinde, Jr.,, The Iroqubis and the Founding of the A-
merican Nation -(San Francisco: Indian Historian Press, 1977).
The Iroquois League may be likened to early Italian and Greek
Leagues or perhaps the Philistine and Hebrew iribal confederat-
ions. The latier are amply discussed in Bruce D. Rahtjen,
The Philistine Amphictyony , Unpublished Doctoral dxssertatlon,
Drew University, Madison, New Jersey, 1964 (available from Uni-
versity Microfilms). . Such leagues were fairly common in Amerin-
dian' North America in' pre-Columbian and early colonial times
(-e. g. Cahokia_(?),' Natchez, Powhatan, Cherokee's).

Ly Cf. A. F. C. Wallacwe, Religion: An Anthropolaexcal

View (New York: Random House, 1966) p. 38.
12

Longellow s depiction of Hiawatha in the poem of the same
is purelv ﬁct)onal.
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Joachim  SLIWA

-EGYPTIAN SCARABS FROM THE COLLECTION
OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM' IN POZNAN

In the collection of ancient objects gathered in the National
Museum in Pozna@ there are twelve -Egyptian scarabs™ ‘which

are unfortunately deprived of any data. connected with their pro-

‘wvenience. Not even a single example of this collection was ever

’.a subject of any publication. The oldest objects of the discussed

collection come from the Second htermediate Period and are e-
xamples of the Hyksoé scarabs., The -other objects are the exam-
pfes of scarabs from the times of New Kingdom and Late Period.
Although the pr‘esénted collection dbes not comprise a big or ho-
mogenveous. group, it preseﬁts, however, an interesiing material
for the la‘i'ely developing research and thorough studies on the

Egyptian scarabs,

Catalogue

The c:a{a}ogue entries placed below include the main inven-
tory data, short descriptions aiid inferpretation of the objects.
While deszcribing the bae:}ce of the scrabs the author did not take
into consideration the useful but complicated typology introduced
independenily by many authors (e.g. P. E. Newberry 1907, H.
R, Hall 1913, A. Rowe 1936); howevém the author paid atiertion
to some of its charactéristic features and each note is provided

with the phofograph of the . object and the base drawing. All the



