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1
~- Inventaire ·deS in.s.criplians de Palmvre .X~ 114. 

18. · • 
Parmeau I, 20-24 = palm .. ·1,7-11. 

19
V::>ir Fevrie r, op. cit., pp. 40-41. 
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THE EXODUS AS A REVITALIZA'I'ION MOVEMENT* 

European historiography has de-;eloped several views ::>f the 

exodus. Pederson (1934) ·and Noth (1958} took the view that 

Ex. ~-15 was •11a passover ·festival legend, holding that it came 
. . 1 

into being over the course of centuries" . lVIowinckel., ho•Never, 

opposed this view. In Le decalogue ( 1927).. he view•ed the first 

fifteen chapters as a· description of· a cultic • festival or .covenant 

rene,;..,a1 festival. In this he comes close to approximating· the 

,view of this writer .. Others tried. to ·associate different pa·rts of 

the exodus exp.;rience with· different groups of Israelites. Some 

.like Osswald and Schmid, however, viewed the bo::>I< of Exodus 

as "the product of accumulated tradition" without reference .to 

M::>ses. 

F'::>r Fohrer Moses was "first and foremost a recipient of 

revelation, founder ·ot a cult, and jnspired leader of a nomadic 

( or semi-nomadic)· group that achieved solidarity on the basis 

of its new. religion and sought to realize the promise of territor­

ial possession. The escape from Egypt took place under the 

aegis .of this new religion" 
2

. lsra~lite conquest of Canaan pro­

moted Yahwehism to the status of a world religion, Fohrer be­

lieved. 

For the late Will/am F. Albright, C:,2an of American "Biblical 

'. archaeologists", Moses .was the founder of Israel's religion and 

*This· is a revision of a paper originally given before tl1e 
Phi P..lpha Theta Society Conference, April 2_5·, 1981, at the U­
·nJversity. of California, Santa Barbara, CA, USA. 



comm.bnwealth.· Deliverarice from E~ypt was the ahvii upon which. 
• • . • . . •3 

Israel's na,tionhood ·and: faith ·were forged ,• 

Current Arlgl°""American historiography focuses .on the r61.Jte 

·and date of the exodus, the t,~ture' of .Israel's: mon~thefs~ \ .and• 

the role of. the cove~a~t; The latter is see~ <'is the· basis for the 

leg·a1 structure of;,U-1e M'?sai~ -~ocie·
5

. At,glo-,Americ,an hist_oribgrc,_-

• phy sees. Moses, the exOdus; ·and Mosaic ethical monotheism as 

basic to Israelite _nationhood, life,· an~ c~ture 
6

; The. exodus· mafk- · 

_ed '.'the- beginning of the Hebrews as a naUon'.' 
7

·; 

But did ,Israel's. faith begin _wHh ·M~ses_ and the. exodus? . 

Roy L .. H o·n e y cut t, Jr. ·in .The Broadrrtan Com·mentary (1969) 

writes with referenc~ to· Alt that° .the phr'as_e ."God 6f your. fa-. 

thers": "undersco~es the :distinction hetv,i"een patriarchal religion 

and the revelation media.ted· through Moses., while at the _.same 

time indicating a"i-1 • essential _continuity between the .reUgion of the. 

patriarchs ·and the worship of Yahweh during. the era of Moses" 

(p. 315). Th: exodus fulfj.lled God's promise to Jacob ( Gen. 46: 

1-4 ). This view comes_ close to Mo~inckel'.s ide_a of covenant 

re·newal. But ne-ither Honeycutt,- nor ·Mowinckef, ·nor f'ohrer with 

his -idea or Moses as a recipient of revelation or founder -of . .a 

cult, adequately explain the exodus· deliveran_ce · or the r.ole of 

Moses in the .illEf an_d faith of Israel. A more accurate view can 

be had by . applying the insights of the anthropology of religion 

to a study of. the· exodus. Such an approach take.s Moses, the 

exo~us· event, and the text o.f Exodus _on .thei;... o~n terms. The 

insights_ of revitaHzation anthropology when applied to Exodus 

provides the historian and theologia,.; with new insi.gtits; • a new 

genre an::d motif. 

Anthony F. C .. Wallace, an anthropologist, provides such an 

appq:iach to folk history and legend that lies at the heart of thi,; • 

·new interpretation of lsra?l's deliverance from Egypt. In The De­

kanawideh Myth Analysed as the Record of a RevitaHzation l\:b- . 

vement (1<:l58) 
8

; -Wallace _attempts to reconst~uct an historica.l 

.event. out ·of its leg~nrlary· matrix. Wallace. defines a re.vitalization 
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movement as a: "detiberate organized effort.(" .•. ) to produce a more 

·salysfying cult,,-re_" duri~g ·or· after a; period of stress an~ cultural 
. . . . . 

disorientation. Su_ch a movement aims at stability. Beginning. with 

an outli~e of the legend of· Hiawatha:, a North American India,:,, 

waua:ce develops an Ir;,cjuois c_ultur"'. _history. in .which' .the dee-line 

~f the social. orde~ i; the· result of in_stability ·d_ue • to increas_ecl 

, population _and blood feuds._. The lack of .social ·stability and th_e 

presence- of .bl_ood. feuds showed. the need for • revitaliza.tio11. Hia­

watha 's pread~lng agains.t blood feuds led .to. social. stability ( c. 
· AD 1400-1600,. esp.· the latter). 

The technique that Wallace uses requires· several versions 

of the same legend, preferably from different periods ~f- tim~ 
9

• 

He sees. th~· prophet as ~n innovator. Other prophetic movements, 

however, show that· a· prophet's message is usually conservative, 

telling how to restore the. oJ.d ways .. • '.I'hus fo; example, Old 'Tes­

tament pr_"ophets called _for, radical changes that were. to return 

Israel to her original covenant relationsh_ip with God that began 

with the patriarchs; Although .. Wallac,e's approach does not fit all 

revitalization movements, it .does fit: many. It is a tool that the hi­

storian can use to ·ope_n· new windows -on.· the .past_. This paper 

appl_ies. Wallace.'s techniqu,, to-the ac,:;ounts of the- Hebrew Exo­

dus. 

into 

For Wallace the process of· revitalizatio_n consists of five 

I. 

II. 

m. 
IV. 

v. 
·I'he 

six 

A, 

13. 

Steady State; 

· Period of lndiyidual Stress; 

Period of Cultural Distortion: 

Period of Revitalization; 

New Steady• State. 

fourth period, Revitalization, Wallace further sub-divides 

stages: 

Revelati.cn, 

C_ommunication, 



C. - ·Organization_,_ 

D.- Adaptation, . -

E. Cultural_ 'I'ra~sformati~n, 

F. R_outini:zation. 

Wallace notes that the _process· begins with a vision in which 

a deity outlines society's p-~oblems_ and lhe_ir, s~lution. The solut­

ion_ often consists -of a code .of b_ehaviour, belief, .:ritu_al', s . .:icial, 

and/or econ~mi.:O pr,;_ctice~.: -The- prophet is challenge_d with com­

municating the message and gathering disciples. "If_ all goes· well, 

the code is finally in~titution.alized -by the society as part" of its 

culture". Thus the prophet is called_ and given his mission_ to 

transform society. 

-11. is the contention of this_ writer that' the- Bo·ok _of Exodus, 

like the story of Hiawatha, is a ·record of a. revitalization mov­

·emerH. All., of 'Wallace's stages are present~ • 

I and II "Stea_dy State" and "Individual Stress" - Wallace 

notes that the. Iroquois' original ·steady state was interrupted by 

increased interaction brought about'. by populati:m increase. We 

. read the same of the Hebrews_ in _Exodus 1 : , 11-22, "Therefore 

they ( the· Egyptians) did set over them ( th& Hebrews) taskmast­

ers lo afflict them[.:_· J But the more they ( the Egyptians) afflict-

e_d them, the more they ( the Hebrews) multiplied and grew [ ... )", 

Moses' period of personal stress is recorded in Exodus 2·: 11-22, 

frie episode .in which - he kills an Egyptian for beating a Hebrew 

and then fless into the dese!'l. 

III. "Cultural Dist'ortion" - The .most likely ·equivalent lo Wal­

lace's Period of Cultural Distortion is Exodus 1 : _14 and 22, 

"And they_ ( the Egypti~ns) made their ( the Hebrews') lives bitter 

[ ... ] 'Every son. that is born you shall throw into the river[ ... ]"'. 

Having been invited· into Egypt by an earlier phara.oh under a 

·pharaoh who "knew not Joseph" they now forced into corvee la­

bo1· and experienced acute demographic change. A general lack 

of sc:,cial cohesion may also be implied in the pec:,ples' reaction 

b Moses' first bid ior leadership: "Who made you a prince and 

a judge over us?" ( 2 : 14 ), 

24:1. 

fll. "Revitalization"·_: Izy Ex·odus chapter-- three -the parallels 

with \-Vallace's Revitalization ·Period are clear. Ex~dus 3 ·,;,_nd 4, 

·th.;, episode of t':e bui,ning bush, is ·the point- of" rev e 1 at i O n· 

when_ th'2' pr-:,phet Moses is called and. given his message. God 

speaks - from a flaming bush -_and tell~ Moses to go b hi_s people., 

·lo rally them ar9und ·the standard of _patriarchal faith,_ and· to lead 

them out of· Egypt. -• 

Wa.lla.'ce•s ."Cc;,mmunication" anr:J "Org~niz.ation'~ stages "''ithin 

·1he "Period of Revitalization" are seen in Exodus 4: 29 _- 11: 9, 

in which Moses has .the task of convincing Pharoah and the He­

brew.s to obey the LORD. Pha;oah "had to be convinced to Jet 

the Hebrews go; and the Hebrews had to be convinced to leave. 

Like Mohammed,_ Moses'- first conve.rts, his first disciples, were 

members of his own °family. Later the elders bf Israel· sided with 

him (4: 29). Eventually· the peep-le, loo, came to believe in the 

possibility and necessity of deliverance. 

Wallace's stage of "Adaptation" ( "strategic in_novation") i,;, 

seen in _the Passov..:r Supper ( Ex._ 12), Israel bund unity of 

faith and practice. in this new institution. But "Cultural Tran.sfor­

malion" and "Revitalization" prop~r took _place ·en route, in the 

exodus itself. Most of the Book of Exodus detail,;; the changes 

wrought ·under -Moses' theocratic leadership, changes that· pre­

pared the Hebrews for liie in the· Land of Promise. Just as Hia­

watha's rule against blood feuds "effectiv_ely transform( ed) the 

lroquois ethnic c:mfederacy into a· political c:mfederacy" so the 

Passover, selection of judges and priets, the ·Law of Sinai, and 

the building of the tabernacle ( Ex. 1_8 - 31 ), the major eve.nts 

o( ·the exodus, galvanized Israel into a theocratic nation_. Israel's 

religious change resulted- in social change. ·Renewal of the divi­

ne covenant revitalized Israel. 

In the wilderness and in Canaan, Israel's "Steady State" 

developed. Israel's Steady State, interrupted as it was by the 

Philistines, wa:5 not any less steady than that of the lroquois, 

which was interrupted by Eu.ropearis. In both cases the political 



machinery esta,blished allowed the Iroquois. and_ Hebre:w nations 

to become established and to ·grow. Only. in· Israel's Cc!-Se was 
· • • 10 

a true nation -state eventually e-stablished •. 

The exodus was an event with ma,ny dimensions. It was a 

p O I-l t-i c_ a 1 c h a· 11.e n g e to the Egyptian _establi~hment. R_eli-_ 

glously it was a pow.er. e-~--~o~nter ·be_tween,the g·od.s of, 

Egypt and the Creator· poci of Israel. So_ciolcigically th_e exodus 

was a m o v em en t that created a nation. To view the exodus 

as purely a sociq-polltical phenomenon is ·to !imlt one's under­

standing of the exodus, f~r revitall;ati~n movements are born out 

of the encounter of the natural and the supernatural, d1alectic 
• . 11 •• 

bee ome synthesis 

Neither historiography nor e_xegesis can ignore the sociolo­

gical, cµltural, or literary_ di~ensions that est_ablish the context 

· of an event. It is possible,_ thanks to. Wallace, to identify a new. 

literary category: revitalization genre. 'l.'he following ch~rt' ·outlines 

the exodus as a revitalization mov~ment. 

The .Ex o d-u·s . as a Rev it a 1 i ,z: at ion Movement: 

• I., 

II .• 

III. 

rv. 

Steady State - Exodus 1; 

Period of _Stress -. Exodus 1-2; 

Period of Cultural Distortion - Exodus 1:14, 22, 2:.14; 

-Period of Revltalizatio~ - Exodus 3-40; 

• .A. Revelatiori ... .-._Exodus • 3-4, 

s; Commun.ication - ~xodu.s: 4, . . 

C. Organization Exodus • 4-11, .-Leviticus, 

D. Adaptatfori - _ Eitodus 12', 

E. Cultural ·Transformation and Routinization - Exodus 

13-40, Deuteronomy; 

V. New· Steady State - Josuah an°d Judg~s. 

:In the hisfory. of- Israel,, Moses was ·the Hebrews' Hi~watha 
12

, 

leading_ Isra~l. through_ ;,_. period of stress ·into a state of social 

and_. religi,o~s· revitali2;atior,. Like all ·prophetic movements, the e~ 

xodus was · a c_or1scious, deliberate·;. organized effort to prqduce 

a more satisfying ·cult_ure. via religion. It revitalized the c u_lture • 

and faith cif the Hebrews. B~cause of vihat the exadus did it -may 

be defined as a _revitalization movement,· perhaps the earliest 

_.known to" history. 
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. EGYPTIAN. SCARABS FROM THE COLLECTION 

OF 'l'HE NATIONAL MUSEUM IN POZNAN 

In the collection of ancient objects gathered in the National 
• 1 

Museum in Poznan ther·e are twelve •Egyptian scarabs whi.ch 

are unfortunately deprived of .any dat'a. c·onnected. with their pro­

·venience. Not even a single example of this collection was ever 

a subject of any publication. The oldest objects of the discussed 

collection come from the Sec.ond Intermediate Period and are e­

_xamples of the Hyksos scarabs: The ·other objects .are the exam­

ples of scarabs from the times of Ne.w King<;lom and Late Period. 

Although the presented collection does not comprise a big or ho­

mogeneous group, it presents, howev.er, an interesting material 

for the la.tely developing research and thorough studies on the 

'Egyptian scarabs. 

Catalogue 

The catalogue entries placed below include ihe main inven­

tory dala, short descriptions arid interpretation of the objects. 

While describing the bact<s of the scra.bs the author did not take 

inlo cc:msideration the useful but complicated typology introduced 

indcependently by many authors (e.g. P. E. Newberry 1907, H. 

R. Hall 1913, A. Rowe :l.936); h~wev,,;r, the author paid attention 

to some -:,f its characteristic features and each note is provided 

with the photograph of the· object and the base drawing. All. the 


