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of the Khirbet Qumran and who has published most. of the Qumran manuscripts 

available so far, about 160 plat.es! The main topics of the next colloquium wi II be 

the presentation of new texts, Qumran and pseudepigrapha and the Copper Scrol I. 

All scholars who would like to attend the 3rd International Colloquium in Mogilany 

in 1991 are invited to contact Dr. Zdzislaw K a p e r a, Executive Secretary of 

the Oriental Committee of the Polish Academy of Sciences, Cracow Branch, Slaw­

kowska 17, 31-016 Krakow, Poland. 

It is expected that before the next col loquiurn the Polish Academy of Sciences 

will be able to publish the papers of the 1989 conference in Mogilany either ·in the 

coming volumes of the Folia Orientalia or in· a separate book. I am glad to add 

that several scholars who were not able to come have sent us their papers for pu­

blication. I am happy to mention among them Professor J. C. T r e v e r, one of 

the pioneers of Qumran studies, and voluntary Director of the Dead Sea Scrolls 

Project in the School of Theology at Claremont, California., who sent us a contri­

bution on The Cave I Manuscripts and Archaeology Converge to Reveal the Oumran 

Story. Some other people have been mentioned above. 
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THE MQGILANY RESOLUTION 1989 

MINUTES OF A MEC:TING OrC PARTICIPANTS OF THE DSS COLLOQUIUM 

(MOGILANY, 14 SEPTEMBER, 1989) 

At the Colloquium of Qumran scholars held at Mogilany under the auspices of 

the Polska Akademia Nauk, Krakow Branch, Orienta,I Commission·, on 14 'September 

1989 the following resolutions were passed: 

1. That this Colloquium of Qumran scholars finds the present and continuing dealy 

in publication of Qumran scrolls material wholly unacceptable, damaging to the con­

tinued health of the subject and depriving yet a third generation of Qumr.an scholars 

linguists, philologists and historians of material which in point of fact could have 
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• been long ·since available. Such delay cannot possibly have been foreseen or intended 

by the grant ors of the rights to preparation of such material for pub! ication. Ac­

cordingly, to remedy this serious matter the Meeting calls for the following: 

a. That in regard to future volumes of DJD the Delegates of the Clarendon 

Press, Oxford, publish the plates of all as yet unpublished material as soon 

as possible as separate volumes and in advance of the accompanying ·defini­

tive critical editions of that material, and 

that in this connection the relevant authorities in Israel release these plates 

to the Clarendon Press for such immediate publication. 

b. That the Oriental Commission of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Krakow, 

in cooperation with the Groningen Qumran Institute, concentrate on quick 

preparation of Qumran bibliographies and present them on computer discs, 

before publishing them with full copyright: In the meantime the Meeting 

welcomes the kind offer of Professor Young, of Kansas, who has some 

10 000 items on disc, to make that material available.· 

c. That the Oumranforschungsstelle at Gottingen complete the Worterbuch and 

the Konkordanz to the Oumran texts with all speed, and that in the mean­

lime all arch.ival material held there including 
1
that relating to unpublished 

texts be freely available to scholars. 

d. That preliminary publication of new texts from Qumran appear in Revue de. 

Q~~ or in Oumran conference proceedings rather than in less widely 

_accessible publications such as :C-estschriften. 

e. That the final publication of data on the excavations at Qumran be comple­

t"'o as soon as possible .. 

2. That the Colloquium on the Dead Sea Scrolls meet again at Mogilany in July 

1991, and that at that Meeting decisions be . taken on the dates of future 

:neetings. 

3. That the Colloquium notes with appreciation the arrangement by which Sheffield 

Academic Press would facilitate the publication of English translations of East 

::uropean works on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 

4. That this Colloquium agrees to instruct Dr. Z. J. Kapera, as Executive Secre­

tary of the Oriental Commission of the P.A. N. in Krakow, to release the text 

of the motions in .Item 1 above to all relevant parties. 

Max Wilcox 

Zdzislaw J. Kapera 
Executive Secretary 

Philip R. Davies 

for the Colloquium 
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• • • 

P.S. • 

1. Before this text was first printed Prof. E. U I r i c h had kindly reminded 

me that his team had more or less finished its work on the -Biblical manuscripts 

from Qumran Cave 4. The first of the three planned volumes, on disquettes, is in 

the hands of the Oxford University Press, the two other volumes wi II be definitely 

prepared for print in 1990. This great news was in fact unofficially announced at the 

Groningen Conference in August 1989. I am glad to mention it and to print it here.· 

Even so, should the publication be delayed, publishing plates first would be a good 

solution. But let us hope that the not very_ good experiences with the Oxford Uni­

versity Press publication of the Discoveries in the· Judaean Deserl s.eries (some volu­

mes took six years or more to appear) belong to the past. 

2. Magen Brosh i, Curator, The Shrine of the Book, D. Samuel and Jeane 

H. Gottesman Center for Biblical Manuscripts, ·Israel Museum, Jerusalem, lsrae.I, 
' has kindly sent the following comment on the Mogilany Resolution in a letter dated 

Nov. 1, 1989: 

Could Short-Cuts Be Taken In Publishing The. Dead Sea Scrolls? 

"I wish to make a remark concerning a resolution passed by the DSS Colloquium 

held at Mogilany, Poland (September 1989). This resolution calls .for the publicat.ion 

of 'the plates of all as yet_ unpublished material as soon as possible as separate vo­

lumes and in advance of· the accompanying definitive critical editions of this ma­

terial'. The call is addressed to the Clarendon Press, Oxford, and the "relevant 

authorities in Israel".· 

This is definitely ari impractical idea: neither the British press nor .the Israeli 

authorities do have any plates of the unpublished material. Such • plates can be 

supplied only by the scholars in charge of publishing of the Scrolls. One wonders 

how such a basic fact has escaped the notice of the learned participants of. the 

Colloquium. 

Preparing the plates of the extremely fragmentary scrolls is _quite a complica­

ted Jigsaw puzzle. To get a satisfactory solution (a ,perfect one is _well-nigh impossi­

ble) the scholars in charge of publishing Cave 4 material had to sort 15.000 frag­

ments (almost all the unpublished material came from this cave). A work such as 

this requires talent, erudition, imagination and ,endless patience. see no reason 

why those scholars should not be given the 6-.7 years they asked to complete their 

work properly". 


