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A NOTE ON NATM AL-DIN AL-RAZ! 

AND THE BAHR AL-HAQA'IQ 

·The lack of p~rsonal information is one. of the major obsta­

cles to. any· critical study of the great seventh and eight·. century 

masters· of 'Irfan. In the case of. Najm al-Din al-RazI l this lacuna 

ha~· been especially frustrating •. _Naj.m al-Dih was widely travel-

• led- and well known 'in his own time. He was al'l author and tea­

che!_' ~hose .importance and influe~ce have ·not diminished ev.en 

• into modem tim~s 2• Consequently he. has been the. subject of 

often confusing hagiography 3· ... and scholars studying ,his works 

have been forced. to· speculate about his education·, tr~vels, and 

spiritual pedigree~ Now, - on the basis of an apparently unstudied 

Arabic. manuscript of the • Bal:lr al-I;Iaqa'iq in the Sulemaniye Lib-. 

raiy 
4

;· we can begin to .sqrt oi;tt and to answer some of the que­

stions ~onceming Najm ·al-Din's spiritual growth and the compo­

sition of his Qur'ani<:= • exegesis. 

The manuscript's authority is specific and incontestable. 

, The following inscription appears on the penultimate folio in the 

same hand._as the· rest of teh text; '.'End of the commen.tary parts 

one an_d two of the book Babr al-I;Iaga'ig wa al-ma'anI fI tafsTr 

al-sab' al-mathanI. This copy· wa·s completed on Wednesday the 

Eleventh of Rabi' al-Awwal 5 in the year 647 in the city of Tu-

. star, by the .weak·,· the servant, the needy of God's grace, beg­

ging His pardon·, Abd al-Malik Mul:lammad ibn Muzaffar Tiyar 

( Tiyal) 
6 

al-Tustari'i, ~his is followed by a standard formal 
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·end-note praising God, Mubamm~d, ,his family, and his companions, 

concluding: the text ... 

There follows another long passage in- a different, or more 

hurried; hand~ which becomes increasingly hard·· to read and_. fi­

nally indecipherable. It is a· ·catalogue of .the men. present at the·. 

inajalis where _this text was reaq aloud and is introduced, by the 

following; • "The whole of this volume was listened to. by its au.thor~ 

the Shaykh, the Imam • of inspir<;ition, the Sultan of the Sha_ykhs ·of 

Islam.· •• Abu Elakr-Abd Allah_ Shahiiwiir S:1..:Asadi ~-RazI", Mo.re-

. over~ ti'lere appears at the .very end of the manuscript, ·in yet a 

third .(oversized).·· handwriting, the. following; . "A correct· (sound)'. 

:hearing ( iist~ning to,/ auditi;n) • and transm~~ion, Con-~cted by the. 

faqir Abu Bakr Abd .Aflah. Sha.ha.war al~Asadi al.-Razi on the ?e­
venteenih ·c,f Mubar~am. in the· y~ar·, 650", 

It i~ .clear fr~rri the context; the. difference in h_;~dwriting,•th~ ••••• 

differences in the manner of formal; address, and the differences- • . . . . ' . • . . 
in how Najm •• ai-Dih. is. himself ict,entified, that this. 'tatter witness ii;; 

his own 7 , Najm al-Pin corre-~ted and signed as accurate this 
. . .· 

particular manuscript,. 

.Among those cat~logue._? attendants of the majalis; the maie►.-­
rity are identified as • llal-Tustari". We hav.e c;,.lso seen that· the 

manuscript was ;;;opied in 'I'ustar (Shushtar) three years earlier~ 

We must stress that the catalogue· f:>f name.s as well as the au­

thor's· own signature dearly follow the formal completion of° the. 

text. Thus, • we . can • confirm that. Najm a1..:orn .. was in Tustar tea­

ching from his ta' wil only four years before his -death in 55·4~'. 
. . . 

Having--: verified the importance of this manuscript, we.shall 

review carefully the information we· are most concemed with here 

- the ~xtensive autobiographical entries. Folios 3-10 are prima-, • 

rily devoted ·to a_utobiographical accounts and there are several 

personal comments throughout the sixty folio introduction, No other 

manuscript of the Babr al-I;Iaqa.·' ig available in the Libraries of 

Tehran or Istanbul contained like material. These. entries are as 

surprising as they are informative. That a. shaYjkh of ·Najm al..-Din's 
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stature should.a narrate such .. complete .autobiographi_cal passages 

is -a· '1alued rarity •• That he should ;.; systerria ically elaboi:ate 
' .• 
his· relati;nships: with three of the greatest shaykhs· of Sufic Lore 

is a··.provid~ntial- discovery ·and must, ·in the end, alter the- frame­

work .within which we stU(;iy .his· ·1ife: and• his Sufism. 

Najm a1.;.Dfu tetj~ us th~t there-,were four great shaykhs to 

whom 'h~ ~ari~usly ~t~ched him~elf. 'I'his in: it.self le not surpris­

jng; It :~~~ _comma~; indeed ,alm()St necessary in any religious 

text, . that .the. ;;;_utho~ • identify the teache!r from . whom he le6;rned 

specific. ~arks ~/interpretations.· B~t Najm ai-Din here enumera­

tes a c:°hronological list of th_e· shaykhs . he was associated with 

and the authorities he has from eS:ch, It ·was aiso not uncommon 

to have more tha,n <0ne _ shaykh. One s_haykh might send a disci-

ple ·to ~tudy._with ~nother, or a disciple might associate. himself 

-with _ a ~ew • shaykh upon the., death of his· original murshid, 

• We .have l~ng. known. that Naj~ al-Din had a· close relation; 

ship ( spiritually a~d personally) with Majd al-Din .al-Baghdadl 

and to some ·extent •with .al-Baghdadi's master and the founder of 

what becaine the ·Kubl.'awiya ·Tariqa, Najm al-Din al-Kubra._ For-

~ately, we can now pinpoiflt with ~ome ·accuracy the tim~ _ se­

quence and the nature of these two affilati6ns. -But the most re­

markable information yielded·· by this manuscript ( including the in­

.formation about his . short·. and unclear -associ~tion with a relati­

vely unkniown shaykh in Hamada;,) is the extensive and recur­

rent . i~portance in the spiritual and te~poral life of our shaykh 

played by- Shit;tab al-Din • 'Umar al-Suhrawardi. He lists the shay­

khs • as follows 
9

; 

The first shaykh, referred to as "our shaykh, shaykh of the 

ld • . Abu Sa'id Sharaf ibn al-Muayyid Abi al..Fatl;i al-Baghda-wor ... . . . 

di, •entitled ( with the laqab) al-Maj d. I served him for five years 

in Khwarazm". He teUs us that from al:..Baghdadi he took' hi:o 

"Tariqat al-sulu.k wa'l-sayr Ila Allah,. his Khirqa of sanctity 
,- a • 11 . • • 

and its ljiiza, ljaza in I;Iadith and Transmission ••• • remammg 

in his service, honored by his companionship until .he was mar:-
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M d "nht (Sun.day Nig,_ht_) the last of Jumada. '1-akhir :tyred on .. . on ay n1-= 

at the end of 606" .. 

As for the second shaykh; "T~e illuminate_d shaykh/ my shaykh, 

and the shaykh of. my .5hayktJ.,; exe,;,plar of the w~rld in truth, proof 

of God to. creation, Abu· al-Janna:b Ai;lmad ibn 'Umar•-ibn Mul;lammad 

:ibn 'Abd Allah al-Khavufi entitled ai-Najm al-Kubra.... He was my 

shaykh • in •companionship ( 9u]:iba) Transmission,· and Auditions 

(sama'). He w·as martyred: in Khwarazm in the. Mongol attacks 

in 617 or 616. 

The third· he· never refers to specifically. as· "my shaykh"; 

"the undelimited ,shaykh, leade~· thro~gh God; guide of men, • Abu 

Mul)ammad lYI~mud .ibn Khudadh il:m Abi Bakr a1-•1raqI entitled 

al-Taj ai-AshmanI. I associated with him in Dettestan; Rayy, and 

Hamadan •for a lcir;ig ·period· as a disciple. I. benefited from him in 

Hamadan ·for. numerous ·yea;s a.11d _I ·have from him Auditions and 

Ijaza in hi~:·m.~ hand. He cued in 'Hamadan in 620. 
·•. • 

"As for the fourth ·shaykh,· and he was my shaykh also, 

shaykh .of· the shaykhs <:>f his· time~~- Abu I;!af9 .'Umar ibn .Mu!)am­

mad _al-Suhrawardi entitled a:1-Shii;lab. I ·associated. with hi_m for a 

-while' in Baghdad.•• He was~the·: first :·from whom I t0~k 'j:'ariqat .al-

-suluk and sech,isions ( khalwa). and fourty day retreats. ( 'arba 

'inat). I was dressed by· him in the cloak of companionship; I_havt_< 

from him Ijaza as a shaykh ( Ijazat al-shaykhukhiya), a'nd the in­

vesting of others with the cloak ( Ilbas al-khirqa), and transmis­

sion. From the t~~ 6f the ·beginning of my journey to ( ~it!,) him, 

my occupation ·was with seclusions ( 'uzlai) . a~d • retreats with 

him, and benefiting from him• befol'lc' I was commanded to ~ave! 

from the uhseeri - three times consecutively. But I hated travel­

ling: from him before perfecting my share in being his _companion. 

I iriformed him· ,of the th.ree visions and , he ordered· me to set 'off, 

after thiriking over my situation carefully. And _that was in the 

year 601 ". 

"Then I was· ennobled by serving him in Rayy after my re­

turn from Khwarazm .and Khurasan in the year 614,· and he gave 
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me Ij aza in the transmission of 'dhikr and the placing of • ( disci­

ples) in the khalwa"·. 

"Then I was fortunate time ··after time in serving him in i Irbil,· 

Mawsil, Rum, and Baghdad~ That was the last time that I was for­

_tunate to be in his service. And I !'lave delayed in . mentioning him 

among these shaykl_,s, even though he was the firs~ of them w_ho­

se companion I became,· because he wa:,; the last of them to die, 

in the year 632";: 

When we make a comparison be~een the various other auto­

biogi-apHicctl ~xtracts in this· text 
12

; this· i~ormation; arid the facts 

.of • al-RazI's life ·that have . been pr·oposed or substantiated by o­

ther .. resear~hes, - ~ relatively whole and c·qher~nt picture of the_ 

first part of . hls lorig lif~ on the Path enier~e~. 
13 

He left his home in Rayy in the year \599; at the age of 27 

and we can establish that. he :was born in ·572, that is, he was 

88 (lunar) years old ·at the time of . his death in 6 54, .Most pro- · 
14 

bably .he was buried at Baghdad ., although we h1;tve shown that 

he could riot. have spent the last thirtyodd .. year~ or' his life in r~ 

tire:ment there - as has been subniitted-
15 

• - since we have loca­

ted hii in Tustar in 650. 

•. Leaving Rayy he travelled .l::>y way bf Syria and Egypt :to 

the Hijaz· and visited Madin~ Although he does not specifically 

mention it we can well. assume that the effective purpose for this ' ' • . • . 
journey was pilgrimage, after which he sl?ent about one year in 

Baghdad, It must have been during this period that. he first en­

countered Suhrawardi, whose service he ·left, as we have seen, 

because of several visions in 601. 

By way of c Iraq and Khurasan he proceeded to Khwarazm 

where he tells us he remained for some years. We have no way 

of knowing for certain how long it took him to reach Khwarazm, 

but by early 602 • he had certainly made the acqauintance of and 

taken initation from Majd al-Din al-BaghdadI. And .we know from 

his own testimony that he stayed in the service of -this 'mµrshid 

for a period of five years in Khwarazm until the latter was m :i.r-
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tyred in 606. ·Their association must have begun sometime . at 

the close. of 601. 

We know· also, that· he considered himseU to· be a disciple 

of Najm al-Din al-Kubra. Under9tanding al-Kubra's p_osltion, as 

hls mas_ter's master, it is only natural that al-Razi should inclu-

de and acknowledge this connection. Al-Razi must have consi-. 

dered that his own discipleship stemmed ultimately from al-Kubra, 

and most undoubtedly attached_ himseU to the majalis o~ al-Kubra • 

when al-BaghdadI was killed in 606. Indeed~- .it is likely that what.­

ever initiation took place in Khwarazm was directed by al-Kubra 1•
6

• 

While we are certain that there was .some· inner· motive force 

that led al-Razi to the East~· we cannot overlook the • previous 

connection between his two famous murshids· and it is quite pos­

sible that SuhrawardI sent the young al-RazI to Khwarazm and 

introduced him to the circle. of Najm al-Din al-Kubra. Although 

subsequently forced to flee,· Razi ce~inly would have honored 

this formal affiliation at least until al-Kubra's . death .in 61.8. Tra.;. 

ditionally, al-Razi· has-· been revered· as a great Kubrawiya shaY,.;. 

kh 17 , but is not listed. in that ~rder'~ silsila 18 • • • ' 
In any event·,· this period must ·have also included the inte!'­

val of his return. to 'Iraq in 614 which he qiscusses in regard 

to his relationship with Suhrawardi~ The chronicle of his travels 

con-oborates this 
19 

•. • Af;..R.azr° recounts that after -spending some 

years in Khwarazm, he returned ot <1raq,· visited Adhabayjan,--and 

returned again to the East where he remained several more years. 

The question we must pose at this jun.cture, and _in many 

ways the most provocative problem here presented, is to consi­

der this combination of ·suhrawardiya and Kubra.wiya lore ll"I the 

person of al-Razf. We_ know that Suhrawardf and al-Kubra pro­

bably lo"lew one and another, both being near contemporary dis­

ciples of Suhrawardi's uncle 
20

• Any further • investigation _must 

deal with this connection between two major Sufi orders, and 

must accept the possibility that Abu l;Iaf 9 sent, with deliberate 

intent, his disciple to Khwarazm and .to Najm al-Din al-Kubra. 

• 

• 
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The- next period _of his life is well documented and the work 

of previous reseaTCh. is ."confirmed in. this accoun~ .. He left Khwa­

razm in 616,· made· a·short pilgrimage· to .the Hijaz·,· and we find 

repeated acc_ounts of his refuge- in ,clraq and Hamadan during the 

tumultous. e~ents of 616-616 
21

• He remained in Hamadan until 

the· e~d- ~f ·617 when he---was 'again. forced to flee from· the Mon­

gol adva~-c~s~ Thi~- must mark the ··end of his. ass~ciation 
22 

with 
. . 

• the shaykh Taj a_l-A.shmani who died in 620~. For by 620 Razi 

was _in AnatoUa, •• and can be closely Heated in Arz~njan in 621 
23

. 

Najni al-Din tells us that he was -the disciple of. the al-Ash­

mani for· a number of-years in <1raq·· ~d-_Hamadan~- There seems 

• to· be·;. according to hi~ ·own . chronology·;· no other opportunity. 

Although:" he unfo~ately provides, no dates in the notice devo­

ted to this shaykh;: other than death-date~· between 601 and 616 

• he· was cle~riy in service \o· _another shaykh ( living shaykh} by 

formal initi~tion. He may· have- Shi3,red company with al-AshmanI 

before ·he left ·for the .East .... ~r ev_en- during any of the intervals· 

we _hav~ seen· in. between when he, was in crraq' for -short pe­

riods, perhaps he even left Khwarazm· ·ea·rlier that' 616,--but it 

seems most iikeiy . that . their productive relationship· was during 

al~Razi's retreat. It: also .suggests that in this period of deep per­

sonctl a:nd 'po1.itical agitation -
24

• Najm al-Dfn .-sought the c ompa­

nionship and security of ·a,n :acknowledged spiritual connection. 

He left. Hamadan· in 618~ travelled to Anatoiia and met s~ 

hrawardI .for the Jtlird and final time. This meeting in "Malatya, 

. and the resultant introduction at court which led to the compo­

sition of the .Mir~ad al-'Ibad·,· is quite famous and until now . ap­

peared a singular and fortuito"'s. encounter 
25

• He lists Irbll, Maw­

§il, .. and Diyarbakr separately and says that he "remained for a 

while in Rum and Anatolia';. Thi:S • stay - well into 622 - also in­

clude·s his residence at the court of Dawud Shah-
26 

for whom he 

composed the . Marmuzat. He must· have left Anatolia sometime in 
•• I 27 

6 22, as Professor Landolt has !shown , because he was a mem-

ber of a political mission from Baghdad to Tabriz in 6 22-23 • 

• • 
• 
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Although this incident is not itseli discussed in the m~nuscr_ipt, 

he comments that he "travelled frequently between places ·invol­

ved in strange affa_irs" 
28

. 

Th_e last. account he prov.ides_ is that he visited Tillis after 

its conquest;· That is, he 'had been to Georgia after 626 
29

• He 

then retumed·· to the Iranian heartlands, Arra.n, Adherbayjan~ 1Iraq, 

F'ars, and K_huzestan,. But between 6 26 . in· Georgia and • 6 50 in 

Tustar; we cannot. locate him. And 6 26 • was ten years before he 

began the Baor al-f;Iaqa'iq. 
. . 

It is not. our purpose· here to detail the modem•: academic 
• . • l H -·,. 30 controversy surrounding the history of the Bahr a - • aga 19 • • . 

But is seems that .an answer can now be· approache·d on the 

authority of this unigue text. Unfortunately the msinuscript • itself 

rEipresents. but .a small fraction of. the whole. Counting 523 fo-
• , .. 
lios, beginning, with th~ F'atil-;lc!-, it stops abr.ubtly at ~urat .• al.:.Ba-

qara, verse 252. The· scribe tells us in his ending • colophon that 

this volume comprises. parts one and • two of the. who_le, and therE• 

is no solution here as to how much of th~ commentary • in the 

Eiabr is original with Najm al.,-Din, PJ.l of the evidence to date 

supports the opinion that the only • completed about one-third, me 

bulk of· the text being the commentary of the later Kubrawiya' 

shaykh al-Semnani;_ But that Najm al-Din claims this volume to 

be his own ls beyond. question. He devotes long passages to 

discussions of his travels in search of I;Iadith and esoteric· her-
!.· •• , . • d ·rt .k. 31 meneu,,1cs as a:prelude to precisely this un • e a. 1ng . He even 

·includes a section enumerating the differences betwePn tafsTr 
32 

and ta'wTI , emphasizing that his i:s an esoteric ta'wil ~rawing 

on the traditions and lessons of many shaykJ:is and masters ~vho 

were also men of l;iadith. 

Indeed when Raz( includes an original interpretation it is ex­

plicity • attributed. to himself with the phrase "thus said the Imam, 

the author". The majority of traditions, stories·, and interpreta­

tions are similarly cited with the name of the •man who made them 

fc,mous or from whom Razi he·ard them. This is the key to .the 

• 

• 
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. _composition. The whole work, with the notable exception of the 

Fatil;la, _whose authorship all have conceded to him·,· was then a 

collection, selection, and comparison of sufi exeges·es. 

While as one. wot.1ld except,. he includes much o! the inter­

pretations taught .by· Naj_m· al-Din al-Kubra, an attempt tC? show 
.. · • .-

that al.:.Kubra was the ·a~thor.and al-Razi ·the copiest seems .not 

only·· a.' misdir~cted _but a- :counterprochictive appro·ach,' Rather, 

·.what • is requ.i~e·d is' ·a • systematic comparison of _each. important 

·section wfth their. originals-~here available-whether 'they are • ta­

ke·n. ·from al-Kubra, al-QushairI,' al-MakkI, or al-Ghazzall. • 

As for the_ date of the ·Ba:l;l~-♦- we· can only fix its beginning, 

and we assume • he worked on it until his death. He tells us that 

he began work in· 6 3 5 ; "In 6 3 5, the thirtysixth ye~r of rny tra­

vels ( when he was 63 years old) I. undertook the composition 

of a commentary· <:n• the. vedties -of the Qur'an ". In addition,' he 

makes it quite cl.,;ar that he intended to cover the entire text of 
. . . 33 

•the _Qur'.an; "incl ding every one_ of the surats and verses ... " 

Again. in a: discussion imm1;1diately following a description of the 

four levels of Truth inherent iri any re:velatory· sign 
34

, he reminds 

·the reader that his· work is an h-1.;,,,estigation .. into· the l;iaqa'iq, the 

·deepest,· most hidden \realities of the Qur'an, and that other kinds 

of Commentary can be left to jurists and lesser men. 

In conclusion, this raie text~ while a.nswering several ques­

tipns surrounding the life a.nd adventures of Najm al-Din and con­

firming, in our· opinion, his authorship or' the Bal;lr al-I:faqa.'iq, has 

presented a puzzle of more profound consequence. We .face a 

perplexing situation. The historical place of a master whose 

, works are popJlar a.nd in use· eve,n today must be re-eval~ated. 

This triangle of al-Baghdad!/ al-Kubr~, S.uhrawardI, and al-RazI 

provides a new overture for understanding Razi's later work as 

well as nis formative spiritual development. It may prove, that 

the discipleship Najm al-Din completed, directed as it was by 

three uniqµe forces contributed to and influenced his method in 

the Bahr al-!;Iaqa'iq . 
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NOTES 
. . 

1 Abu ~akr ~hal;lawa~ al":'~adi al-Ra~iwith•--the l~qa~ Najm 
• al-Din•· al:-Daya," Vir;tui;l,lly ·nothing. exists in English coriceming al­
-~azi; - 'Dhe·· reader is directed to· Prof. L a n d o l t 's introducUon 

_ to- _the Marmuz·at-i Asadi • dar Mazmurat-i Dawudi; 'I'eheran • -197 3. 
Also chp. V_in_Corb.in, The Man of·Light in Iranian ·Sufism"· 
(trans, --N. ·.Pearson], ,:Boulder 1_978~ · · - .-. . . _ .-· • - _ 

• 2 Sev~ral active o~ders use Ra·~ i's· Mirs~d ai...<ibad as ·a 
manual for practical ·sufism, notably the·· Ni•matallahiya and ."the 
Naqshabandiya. Recent ac.ademic:. interest is evidenced· by seve­
ral Persian Language editions. iri th:e. last ·decade, ·a forth.coming· 

. translation of the Mir.sad al-'Jb~d; and my • own of ••the Risala.:..i _ • 
'Ishg va 'Agl. - • -· • 

3- . • ' :- . -_ : . . • ' 
For. example: .a· disc_ussion· has cieve·loped concerning Jami's 

account· -qf the meeting._ between, Najm -:al-Din, Jalal al-Din Rumr, 
and ·9adr al-pin Qunyawi. Curiously no: one questions· Ja,mi's as:.; 
.sertlon that Razi · is buried· .in the, Shuriiziya in : Baghdad~ Najm 
al-Din was in :uie right.place at the right "time· for $uch· a. mee~g, 
and whether. or not the· story is, literally true, it confirms· his-· pre--
stige among· the· Folk. _ _ . . • • • -

4 H. Hilsnil ·37 Mukarrar; I• am· indebtecl to William C:hittick, • 
and Comell Fleischer who. unraveled • difficulties ,in- the text bey-' 
ond my ·capacities. _ _ 

5 
For those who apprecia'.te such events, I discovered and 

read this -note on the Eleventh of Rabi al-Aww.ai 1399. 
6 

Mss. unclear. _ 
7 

Najm al-bin would never ( nor· l ·suspect ·would any true 
·shaykh) assume to_ himself ·a title other than faqir bi-Allah, or 
its rough equivalent. And no disciple· would. presume to address 
his shaykh, in writing, by. ·a series . of honorifics less Intricate. 
\han those we find here. 

. 
8 

Mei~ r, introduction to Die Fatva'ib al-jamal wa fawatib 
al-;jalal des Najm al-Din al-Kubra, Wiesbaden 1957, • 

' 9 
Ff. 4b ff. 

10
we should understand this as an indication of formal ini­

tiation into a Tariga. 
11 

Mss, unclear. 
12 

Ff. 3b-4a.·. 

. 
13 

It seems that Razi had little contact with the Folk before 
59'8-99. He comments that he was spurred to wander by a vi-

. I 
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sion·and·the·sul:>sequent_-pain.in his soul. Th~·is a prototypical 
call to the Darvish Way. He ~o makes quite vivid the misgiviri'.gs 
and protestations of his family, (f. 2b). See Ka d k an r, Persian 
-introduction to his ·edition of the Marmuzat ( op. cit.) for a com­
parison of other accounts. 

14 Jami~- N~ahat al-'uns [ed. M. Tawhidi Pour),· Tehran 
1337 ,· p. 435. 

15 - . , -
- • L a n d o l t, op. c1t., p. 8, 

.16 Or ~nder his - auspices. 
17 D e h k hod a-,' Loghat Nameh, vol. 21. Husayn-i K h w ii-

r a z.m i~ ·Jawahir al-Asrar [in:] Meier·,· Die Fawa'ih... • 
18 He is considered one of the twelve major discipleshaykhs 

of Najm al-Din al-Kubra, but no line of transmission continues 
through him. For ·-more, see Trim in g ham, The Sufi Orders 
in Islam, Oxford 1971". -

19 F.· 5b, 
20 Abu al-Najib al-SuhrawardT, d. 563. The picture looks like 

-this_; 

. . - I . 
Abu l;lafs 
al-$uhra~ardi 
d. 632 

Abu al-Najib al-Suhrawardi 
- I I 

Isma 1il ''Ammar 
, al-Bidlisi 

d. 596 

al-Qa~ri 
d. 590 

___-:---
~Najm al-Din 

al-Kubra d, 618 

Najm _al-Din al-Razi 
d. 654 • 

21 Risala-i '-Ishg va 'Agl, [ed,- T. Tafazzoli) , Tehran 1973. 
The Persian introduction· to this work by M. M in o v T covering 
the "Life and Works" is the best single account, combining pri­
mary and all relevant' secondary material in one article, • 

22 $ul;lba as that special _ sort ·of murshid-murid relationship 
although not necessarily formal initiation. 

• 23 L a n d o l t, op. cit., p. 8. -
24 In the tenth chapter of the Marmuzat he discusses the 

Mongol horror ·as a portent of the "End of Time". 
25 Landolt, op. cit., p. 9. 
26' 

Regnum 616-625, 
27 

Cf. 2~ . 

2s·F', 7b, 
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29
For the in conquest of Georgia ·and .the stratagem· involved 

the capture of Tiflis Se"e; Cambridge •History. of Iran· • vol ni • 
p. 328. . ' . • • 

30 • 
. Summari~ed in M.; Mino y i's .iJ_1troduction cited above~ 

Or see Co r b 1 n, La philosophie shi'ite Bib I · • • 
p • 1969 Al , • ran1enne 16 

_ar1s • so Meier, introduction to Die Fawa'·h : also· 
cited above. 1 • • • • , 

31 • 
F. 6a. 

32 
F. 9b. 

33
F. Bb. 

34 
Ibid; 

I . 
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ELEMENTS OF CHRONOLOGY· 

OF THE KHA.RlJITE INSURRECTION OF l;IAMZIYYA. IN ·sISTAN 

( 8-th - 9-th CENTURY). ITS OUTBREAK AND FALL 

·For ~any year~,- uryder the three 'Abbasid caliphs: 

al-Rashid and his two successors: al-Amin and al-Ma'mun, south­

eastern Persia was the field of activity of _insurgents belonging 

to the kharijite sect of bamziyya~ called thus by later Moslem 

theologians after :E;famza lbn 'Abd • Allah- al-Khariji 1 , its founder, 

leader ·and ideologist; Though if considered in terms of the who­

le nation the inserrection of l;!amza_ was an event of lesser im­

·portance in the period when almost the whole caliphate was sha­

'ken by anticaliphate and anti-Arab risings,· it had an unquestion..: 

able influence _upon the subsequent events ·in Persia in the 9-th 

century, especially on the establishing of the $affarids' state, 

being the first independent state in Moslem Persia. It left also 

an .. indelible~ imprint upon Persian literary and religious tradition 
2

• 

Nowithstanding the co·nside_rable importance the insurrection 

of :E;Iamza had for the studies concerning the restoration of the 

sovereig_n state rule in Persia,. lost by this country in the result 

of the Arab invasion, the topic had not been researched through­

ly yet. This _particular situation results from incompleteness of the 

records, certain divergence of opinion on the subject in Persian 

and Arab sources, as well as from the fact that the insurrection 

took place not in the central territories but in the eastern bor­

deriand. The .. date of its outbreak is unknown and the time of lts 

fall has not been determined even approximately. 


