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A FIFTEENTH CENTURY· SH!<:J MOVEMENT 

IN KHUZISTAN AND SOUTHERN IRAQ. 

The lowlands of Khuzi.stan in the_ .southwestem corner of 

Iran, a:s well as the neighboring marshlands of _southem ·Iraq, 

were a center of· ShI'i activity· during the first half of the fifte­

enth century under the short-lived dynasty of the Musha<sha<s 

or Musha <sha <iyan. ShICism. 1 in this region was growing almost 

'at the _same time as the $ufi order, of Ardabil in the northwest 

( Azarbayjan) was fast being transformed into a militant ShI<i 

• ·m;,veme~t ~hich, towards the end of th_e century, led to the· es­

·_t.;;_blishrnent in ~e whole of .Iran of. 'the new dynasty of the $a­

tav:ids. • The two· movements·,· growing in either corner of western 

... Iran, finally. clashed. Victory was with Shah lsma <n and the· ~a-
. 2 
-Jc1.vids'. • 

On the Iranian side~ this is th~ area watered. by the Ka.run 

·-river which originates in the highla_nds of Iraq-i Ajam or Jibal 

··and flows southwards until it empties in Shatt; al- 'Arab at Khor­

ramshahr ( Mof:iammarah). Along the nothern Ka.run. and its tri­

butaries lie Dizful and Shushtar ( Tustar), and in the vicinity 

are the ruins or' Shush or Susa·, the .ancient Achaemenid capital. 

The· major Iranian city of Ahvaz lies on the Karun river in the 

center of this region·, and sometimes lends its name to the whole 

province of Khuzistan·. About forty miles to the west of Ahvaz 

is located the small viilage of I:Iuwayza' ( Hoveyzeh), at one 

_time the center of Musha<sha' activity. Ten more miles to the 

west is the modern Iraqi boundary line 
3

. 
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•On the Iraqi side are the marshlands of the lower Tigris 

and Euphrates rivers which· meet at a, place· known· as al-Qumah, 

a few miles west of the Iran-Iraq border. From there to the head 

of -the Persian' Gt.tlf,· about • a hundred miles to the south, is the 

waterway known as Shi;i.H al-'Arab • ( or Arvand Rud as the Iran­

ians referred.to it in recent times)~ Ba 9 rah, ·the old'Moslem gar­

rison town, lies ori t_he Iraqi side halfway down the- Sha!i;. Due 

to the swampy· character of -the lower ·l'igris-Euphrates valley, 

the a:rea has often been called al:-Jaza'ir ( literally the i~lands). 

The geographical inaccesibility of the terrain to armies coming 

from· ·the north played an important role in the early successes-

of the Mus ha 'sha' movement 
4

• 

In pre-Islamic times, .Khuzistan was-· an important province 

first of the Achaemenid and later of the Sasanid empires. By 

_the year 640, the region was conquered ·by Mo'slem Arab armies 

and was one of the few areas of Iran that was almost totally 

colonized by Arab settlers, hence sometimes assuming the name 

of 'Arabistan. During the high Caliphate ~eriod the province was 

the center of the Zanj rebellion (861-883), and was subsequent­

, ly under the .control of whichever regime was in power in Bagh­

dad ( Buyids, Seljuks~ l'Ikhanids) 
5

• 

Religiously, Khilzistan and lower Iraq appear to have been 

under Shi<i influences originating in 'f;Iillah ( and the neighboring 

centers· of Kufah, Najaf and Karbala) ·to the northwest~ and in 

the l;Iasa.-Qaµf-Bal;lrayn area fo. the south. Economically, the re­

gion has been known for its agricultural produce since ancient 

times. The tenth century Persian geographical handbook, Hu'1ud­

al-'alam, says, 

This pr·ovinc·e is more prosperous than any province adjoining 

it. Great rivers. and running waters are found in it. Its country­

side is flourishing and its mountains are full of utility
6

. • 

\ 
The settleme,nt of ·the Near Eastern questlon by Timur may 

be said to have ended • in failure with his death in 14 0_5- 06. His 

successors, the .Timurids, were· more interested in· establishing 

their pow~r in M%iva.ra'annah~. although they did m~i~tain a shaky. 

control ·over Iran ·a:nd lt'a:q~ Khuzistan and southern Iraq were • 
• . ·-· • . 

rule~ by local governo_rs -appointed_ by. 'I'imurid princes in Shiraz. 

The real emerging power in Ircm and Iraq ( including -eastern 

Anatoiia) during ~e po_;;t-T.im.ur' per,i9d wzj.s tha; of the ·'I'urkma.n 

tribal federations of the Qa:ra-qoy~nm..a:nd the A.q-qoyunlu. While . . --
these Turkmans. originate·d elsewhere, it was only after they con-

trolled the· great- metropolitan centers • of Baghdad an·d Tabriz that 

they became recogni~ed establi~hed states 
7

. 

The Musha<sha< movement began during the first ·decades 

of the fifteenth· century when Sayyid Muf;lammad ibn Falal;l, the 

'rounder of the "dynasty .. decla·red himself to be the Mahdi. 

It is not possible yet to outiinJ in detail the history of. the 

Musha 'shac movement. in Khuzistani and southem Iraq. To begin 

with, no sufficient research has yet been done on this move­

ment, ancf the information on it is sca_tter_ed .. throughout the con­

temporary and later chronicles. No·1single chronicle exists that' 

is devoted solely to the _history of tfiis dynasty - if indeed we 

can call it so. However·, many works that deal with the general 

history of Iran ~d Iraq d1.+ring the; fifteenth century and later; 

and in particular those chronicles that cover the era of the 

-?afavids, ordinarily include. a. section on the Musha 'sha<s. 

Khunji's 'I'arikh-i a.lam-ara-yi. Aminil for examele,· devotes several 

pages to Musha 'sha~ affairs, but his information, although of con­

siderable importance,· is only incidental to his chief interest in 

late Aq-qoyunlu history 
8

• i fhe same may be· said about con­

temporary and later Persian chronicles. 

A major source on the l.\irusha~sha< movement~ however, is 

the yet unedited and unpublished wor,l< by the lesser .known 

Iraqi chronicler 'Abd. Allah ibn FatF;i Allah al-Baghdadi, author 

of at-Ta.rikh al-Ghiyathi 
9

. Baghdadi,- like Khunji, is a contem-
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porary-· of the .. events he chronicles, . and is • perhap~ o.ur earliest 

and most ·tn,;stworthy s9urce, on the subject. 1n fact,· it appears 

that :Baghdadi's acceu~t. of th~ Mush~ c~bac· ·.movement was. for a 
' . . . • ... 

long time the ·only sourc·e of· infor!T)ation • on the. dynasty·· and its 

;arly history. This account i.vas _made ~se of by. th~· celeb~at~d 

:'3hiCi biograph~r. of. the • early severiteenth . cenh;ry, Qadi Ni:ir Allah .. • 

Shushtari in his work rviajalis .;_1-Mu'minin whe_re the author of 

at-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi ·is q~o~ed • directly 10 •. 

One of· the· earliest inqdern :Schola!;'s who was first to deal • 

with the Musha<sha< movement was:.the °rate Werner Casicel, wh_o 

devoted two articles to .this subject. which appeared in the ·.now 

defunct jpurnal lslamica l l. One of ·these ai:ticles deals with ·the 

origin of the ·movement and the affairs of its founder -Sayyid Mu-· 
I 

_l;lammad ibn Fala.l;ll. and his im~ediat~· successors. The ~ther deals 
I. 1] ·. 

with the dynasty wti;en, after its subjugation by Shah Isma<n, the 

Musha <sha< si:.iltan~ became _governors of Arabistan ( Khuzistan) 

under the $afavids. A short section of this second article brings 

the account of the dynasty to the _present. 

1n dealing with the origins and early _history of the Musha­

<sha < s, Caskel bases his .information on the available accounts 

o! the chronicles such as Khwandamlr's Hablb as-siyar, Munshi'~ : 

Tarikh-i alam-ara-yi Abba_si, and other geographical and biogra.;. 

_phical works like Hajji KhaITfah's Jihan-numa and Shushtari's 

Majalis al-Mu'min!n. 

• Walther Hinz·, in an article on the sources for 'I'Imi:lrid his_;. 

tovy, included a short s-ection on Musha 'sha< bibliography which. 

added little to what w~s then written about this dynasty 
12

. 
. •, . . 

At _ about the same time, the late great Iranologist Vladimir 

Minorsky published a short but comprehensive article on the 

Musha<.shaCs in the Supplement to the first edition of The En­

:cyclopaedia. of Islam ( 19 34). Minorsky depended . primarily on 

Casket's work, ··but for the religious vi~ws of the movement he 

,also utilized Al;lmad Kasravi's· Persian work on Khuzist~n 'I'a-.. , __ 

rikh-i pansad salah-yi Khuzistan·,· in which the celebrated Ira-
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nian •sChola~ had dev~te_d • ~ faM;i la!;'g~ section on the Musha<-
. . 13 . . . • 

.shaC • movement . The _importance !ot· Kasravi's work lies chlef-

_ay in his· use .of the .so-called Kalam -al-Mahdi, a w·o~k done In 

Jmitation, of· the Qur'an .and ascribed to_ the . founder· of· the· Mu­

sha<shaC dynasty, Sayyid. Mul;l_amm~d ibn Falal;l hims~lf. Kastavi 

_also us_e.!;i at-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi, apparentl-y: only in the recension.· 

-of Shu.shtari's Majalis, .and utilizes ,a numb.er of other .. impo~nt 

mat1?rials 
14

. 

The only author .who appears to have used at-Tarikh al­

;_Ghiyathi in its original form • is the modern Iraqi. scholar, the 

-l~te CAbbas al-'Azzawi, who was writing, a few years late-r, his 

multi-volume .w_ork Tarikh al-'Irag bayn ihtilalay~ 
15

. <Azzawi was· 

using the· manuscript of the -said at-'I'arikh al-Ghiyathi which· a 

leading Iraqi scholar, Fr. Antoine-Marie· al-Karmili, had purchas-' • 
ed at Najaf 1n 1.917 

16
• 'l'his appears to be only manuscript of 

.this work known to exist. 

But in .spite of the fact that four scholars ( Caskel, Minol'­

sky, Kasravi, and ·'Azzawi) have dealt with the questio~ of the 

M~sha <sha<. movement with. varying. degrees of interei;;,t and at­

_tention, there is much yet to be known. A closer look at the 

available sources, and a thorough examination_ of certain other 

material either '."leglected or unavailable at the time to these ·scho­

lars, w·ill yield significant information on one of several such 

socio-religious movements that rocked the Moslem world during 

the fifteenth century 
17

; 

II 

Like the $afavids, the Musha <sha' s claimed descent from 

the Seventh Shi'i Imam Musa al-Ka'.?im. According to the genea­

logy of Sayyid Mu!Jammad ibn Falah, he was fourteen genera­

tions removed from Imam al-Ka~im 
18

. The ,<:;;afavid family's claim 

was in ·the twentieth generation;· but a section of that genealogy 
19 

has been proven wrong • Caskel does question the veracity 
20 

of Musha'shac genealogy , and although he makes some at-
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tempts at reconstruction in the various names by a comparison 

of the sources, he leave_s the matter unres·olved. 

Sayyid Muhammad was born at Wasit in the lower -Tigris-
- 21· 

-Euphrates valley halfway between Ba~rah and Kufah , .He 

studied at the great ShI'i cent~r of 1:fillah under Shaykh Al;lmad 

ibn Fahd aJ-l;Iilli 
22

• 

.The first facts recorded in the source_s· about Sayyid Mu-

l;lammad deal with relations between, him and his teacher. We 

are told that, 

Shaykh AJ:imad had written a book on the strange sciences 

( al- 'ulum al-gharibah, i. e~ magic); and when he was about to 

die he gave the book to his servant to throw away_.in the Eu-

. phrates. By means of_ a trick Sayyid MuJ:iammad.~. was able to 
·23 

get hold of that book... • 

Jt ,is also· stated that . Sayyid Mul;larr:imad's father died when ·his. 

son was still an infant,· and that Shaykh A}:lmad married his 'rn'~ 
ther and subsequently gave Sayyid Mul;lammad his own daughter 

. . 24 
.in marr1ag e 

This paternal-filial relation between master and student did 

not seem to give Sayyid MuJ:iainmi:i-d a special position. with his 

•Shaykh; for we are told that; when. Shaykh Al;lmad·_ learned that 

his student had· by. trickery obtained possession of his book of 

miracles and magic·;-he sent· a ·mes!senger after him ·demanding 

:the book back._ "Sayyid • Mu}:lammad: denied ( that he was in pos-

1ses.sion of the ·book) and claimed that the Shaykh had become 

•senile from illness and that· he • was a Sunni while Sayyid Mu­

l;lammad was an Ima.mi (i.e.,· ShI'i-ithna<ashari). •• He ran •away 

in· the darkryess of the night and became eaE!er to read the bo0k ••• 

,He went to I;I~wayza' 25 and begar:i ·perforrn;g many miracles 
260

•• 

• Later when Shaykh Al;lmad learned that his former student was 

beginn~g to assume the" role of a "Mahdi" he issued a fatwa· 

against him 27 • He also tried to have· him killed and wrote to the 
• • 28 

:Amir of Wasit .accusing Sayyid Mul;lammad of kufr ,- Mu])ammad 
29 

·manged to escape 
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Baghdadi's at-Tarlkh al-Ghiyathi speaks of a tuhur ( i. e., 

manifestation / epiphany) of Sayyid Mul;lammad. ibn Falal;I in the 

I 30 
year 820 1417 • Other authorities· speak of a tuhUr in 828/1424, 

and even later in 840/1436 
3 1. Accord 1~g to at.-"'a-rikh ~, ="-"_.~:..=:.:.:....:a=l:..-..:G::.:.;h:.:.iY.z..:::a:.:th:.:.:,l, 

our most trustwo_rthy authority_, 

•. At that time (820/1417) Sayyid Mul;lammad .often used to say, 

'I will make myself manifest; I am the expected Mahdi,' These 

wo;ds were communic~ted _tp the. Shaykh (Al;lm~d ibn Fahd) 

who condemned Sayyid Mu]:lammad andl forbade him to •utter 

such wo·rds since ·they are contrary to the beliels of the ithnei­

<ashari ShI'a 
32

. 

Earlier in his life, it appears that. Sayyid Mul;lammad was in­

volved with long-established _centers of Isma<m teaching in eastern 

Iran ( Quhistan). He is said to have. paid a visit to that region 

and to have "acted in accordince with the vi~ws -of philosophers . 

and Ism.a 'ilis 
33

. 11 

At-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi gives more details about the theological 

tra'ining and religi0us practices of Sayyid Mu}:l.ammad: "This· Sayyid 

. had .specialized in both the rational and traditional sciences ( al~ 

-ma'gul wa al-mangul). He was also a $ufi with deyotional, in­

spirational, and exemplary powers, When he was in an inspira­

tional state he would announce his ~- •. Among his devotio­

nal practices was the_ time when he lived in seclusion for a 

wh.ole year in the mosque at Kufah eating nothing but some bar­

ley. flour. At the beginning of his ~ he manifested some deli­

rium ... so that his master ( Shaykh Al;lmad ibn Fahd) ordered 

hiin to be killed "
34

. 

Sayyid Mut:iammad began to spread his teachings among the 

Arab tribes in and around Wasit in the lower marshy lands of 

the Tigris-Euphrates valley, Among .the tribes mentioned in the· 

sources were the Banu Salamah, '.fayy, and the Nays ( a clan 

of the Ma'adi tribe 3.
5 )~ In certain c~ses there ·was ·some opposi­

tion to these new ideas particularly. by learned scholars in the 
36 

area However, we are told that at one time Sayyid Mul;lamrnad 
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was able to convince. one, of the tribes ·to ·sell their ·cow.s· and 

oxen and -buy weapons. "Each cow, was sold for a ·sword .a_nd 
• 37 

ten_ dirhams" • 

·,. The Arab ethnicity of the itribes· in .southwest. Iran and in 

southern -Iraq, and_ the :whoie question. of their. "conversion"·. by 

the Musha'shac movement:, poses. many _interesting p~oblem_;; Ior 

the general .. conside.ration of religio_us guestions during this pe­

riod, For whereas,· in tracing Shiq develc;>pments in the fifteenth 

century,· we are met nearly always ,by people of either pative 

Persian stock or of wandering Turks and 'I'urkmans who_ were 

in the process· of settlement ( and. ~o· later were mobilized into 

the $afavid .movementL' it is curious to note _that in __ the south­

We~t si~ilar Shi<i devel;,pments were· touching people.· of Arab 

stock. In ~ther words~ the $afavids, in· the norf¾iwest and the l'i(iu­

sha <sha<s . in . the southwest • appear- to have_ been moving along 

si~ilar • religious lines. 

It is • difficult to attempt to trace the spread and expansion 

of the Musha C5hac movement during- the period of its founder 

Sayyid Mul;lammad ibn -Faliih •... ,he sources do not 1T1ake this 

matter clear. On the contrary~-- the whole picture. is confused and_ 

disorderly. Baghdadi" in at-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi gives many details, 

but they are . of a disorganized nature. It is perhaps best to pa­

Taphrase him as follows: 

H.:; ( Sayyid Mul;lammad ibn Falah_) withdrew to a place inhabited 

by al-MaCadi tribes •. They are- the group that gathered around 

him and joined his move;;;,:;~t.~. Other gr~~ps (tawa'if) from among 

the Arabs came to. him and settled down in that area and con­

gregated around him ••• At that time he claimed to be the· Mahdi 

and performed certain miracles ( khawariq), Subsequently he 

left this ar~a and ea.me to a ·place called _Shawqah ... Wheh the 

ruler of this place heard this he set out to fight them killing--ma­

ny ·,of the Musha 'sha's and capturih.§1, prisoner·s.,, After that .they 

returned to their original· dwelling places (mawapn) ... After some­

time they left for ad-Dawb, an area where. al-Ma<adi tribes usu-
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.ally stay somewhere_ between the Tigr 1·s r· d H 
1ver an . uwayza~. 

The. Musha '°sha Cs settled dciwri there, •. 

After sometime he ·( Sa~id M_ uh. ammad). d" 
. _1scover2d that hard-

hip and droight had ·befallen his people (qawm), Thus he led 

.-. his armies (juyb.sh) towa_rds Wasif and the neight>~ring regi~n. 

• There he fought and killed .forty Mong ols and fled, Then he 

___ turned agains,t the n·amadic_ tribes, attacked them; and seized 

their pt"oduce and: property to compensate far. the hunger· and 

h_:1rdships that had befaUen_ hi~ followers (Casha'ic) .. ; _ 

Suddenly, he led ab~ut thre_e thousand fighters _(sig~. mu1:tarib) 

against. Wasi! and defeated :its 'ruler at first· "'h l tt · · ·· · · . . . • -'- e a er .coun-

teratta:cked and was vict•o~ious)killing as many as eight hun-

:dred·· _Musha<shacs, Many .others perished as they witrigrew, 

This campaign caused lassitude- in the ranks of the i Mu- . 

_shacshacs and s~pped the_ir streng·th since most of the fighl:-

itig men were decimated. Sayyid Mul)amma_d later moved from 

al..Jaza'ir (i. e. s outhe.rn Iraq) tci f:!i:iwai?;:a' destroying the vil- · 

!ages on this way and_ killing everyon~ he met ... 38 _ 

This • eclrly period of Musha CshaC activity appears to have 

benefited greatly from the unsettled political situation· in Khu;i­

stan ani::i" so.uthe~ Iraq -at this time. It wiII be recaUed that in 

the early: decades of., the. fifteenth. century western Iran ·and the 

adjoining parts of Iraq we·re being contested by the Timb.rids 

ahd the ·rising power of the Qara-qoyunlu, Timur's successors 

in IVIavara 'annahr·_were trym· g· to.· preserve their hegemony in 
the west trough the. ir governo~s m· the • • various provinces, 

The Qara-:-qoyunlu mf;!anwhile ha<i put an end to the Jalayir dy­

nasty and were, again through governors _of their own· dynasty, 

trying to impose their swa,y over_ th.;, whole of Iraq a·nd ·Iran 39 . 

One of the early struggies of Sayyid· Muf:iammad ibn Fa!ab, 

which appears to have been of considerable magnitude, was 

his attempt to seize I;Iuwayza' fr~rri s·haykh Jalal ad Din Abu al 

Khayr ibn Mul;lammad al..Jazarr',· its governor appointed by Sultan 

,CAbd Allah lb;; Mir;;ii Ibrahim ibn Shah the TimCirid prince of 

Shiraz 
40

• In order to a·llay th f f ,, e ears o the Qara-qoyunlu Amfr 
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Ispand ibn Qara.,.,Yilsuf, the governor -of Baghdad from 836/1433 

to 8.48/1445, ·w·ho appeared· at this time ·bent to march south. and 

settle the situation, • Sayyid Mul;lammad sent )'lim presents which • 

'he had seized from ·.Sha;kh Abu- al-K~ayr. Baghtjadi's at-Tan7ch 

al-Ghiy~thi giyes the following de.tails about this. military-dipioma­

tic effort of· Sayyid Mui;iammad ibn Falal;l: 

,Sayyid Mul;lammad. sent an emissary to Amir As ban ( Ara­

bized from of Ispand/Isfahci) and presented to him' gifts • 

and treasures which he had seized from Shaykh Abu al­

-Khayr. - .He apologized for his: actions. and wrote to him ma­

ny t.imes beseeching him to accept his presents ..•. Amir 

As ban • was satis_fied and ordered that· the boats be filled 

with rice and sent ( down the river) in the direction of 

• 'd. M h • d 41 
Sayy1 u. amma . • •. 

Thus Sayyid Mul)ammad ibn Fala.I) reaped some benefit from 

Timurid-Qara-qoyunlu. political rivalry, and the Qara-qoyun19 to0 

realized the usefulness of a possible "ally". The ties between 

Sayyid Mul)ammad and Ispand Mirza appear to have gone a step 

(urther; for, we are told, that when. the giran ( propitious conjun- • 

ction of the stars) occurred signalling the ,?:UhCir of _Sayyid Mµ­

l;tammad, Ispand invited ShI<i and Sunni scholars to argue about 

the faith and elected the Shici religious views ( madhhab) and 
- 4~ 

• struck coinage in the. name of the Twelve Imams ~. 

This honeymoon between the Mus ha <sha <s and the Qara­

-qoyunli:i did not last long. The Qara-qoyunlu crushed Timurid 

power in Iraq and Iran, while the Musha C sha's w~re growing. 
• stronger in their area and were beginning to interfere in regional 

and inter-Islamic affairs. 

III 

One curious davelopment during the l.ifetime of Syyid Mu­

l;iammad was the simultaneous assumption of power by his son 

Mawla <Ali, This strange dual authority is quite confused in the 

sources, and it is very difficult to determine whether the father 
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• and the son had a co-ordinated plan of. t· ac Jon, or :whether Mawla 

'Ali .wa,s ·w;rk~g -i~dependently and cashing in o'n .h·is father's po­

pular_ity and .re_putatfon,. • 

In any case, Maw la 'Ali certainly appears -to. have been the 

more able fighter and organizer· of th. e t movemen ; and it is per-
haps more·. due to his agg •·· 1· · • • 

ressJve P? icy that _the .Musha <sha<s we-

re able to control almost -the whole of southen-i Iraq and Khuzi­

sfan: Tn'is placed. them astride the _fo1portant. pilgri~age. routes to 
both. the Shi'i _centers ~t • Najaf, I;Iillah and Karbala •, and ·the rout­

es leading to the soµthwest, i. e., t~ th~ !;Iija'~. Interference with 

- the flow of traffic al_;ng these· routes brought the Musha<shaC m;_ 

vement to the attention of contempo.rary Egyptian historians- who 

left us _very ,significant,· though· sho. rt.,· f 
re erences to the movement 

as a whole. 

Ibn Iyas ( i448-1524), for e a ' I • • B d-•·c • x mp e, Jn a a 1 az-zuhur makes 

the first entry on the MushatshaC movement in Dhu. al-I;Hjjah of 

the year 857/1454: 

In this month news came that a person called 

Ibn al-Falal) al-Mus ha <sha < appeared ( ?ahara). 

The utmost corruption was caused by him, and 'he 

. killed in_numerable p·eople, He plunder'ed the 

Iraqi pilgrimage caravan ( rakb}., and· his affair 

troubled the viceroy of Syria ( na'ib ash-Sham). 

The news was disturbing to the ( Mamli:ik) Sultan 43 

. In a second entry·,· Mul;larram 860, 

to Cairo confirm the plight of the Iraqi 
Egyptian pilgrims returning 

44 
caravan ; and a third 

entry, Dhu al-Qacdah 861, .relates that "the rebel ( al-khariji) who 

is called al-Musha<sha'" had· been defeated and the pilgrimage 
f . • 45 

route rom· Iraq re-established . 'I'he holy places in the I:fijaz, 

·under Marnluk suzerainty at this time, gave the Egyptians certain 

economic advantages as well as prestige which the Mamluk Sul­

tans were keen to preserve. In addition, the undefined borders 

between the Mamlu.ks and the Qara-qoyunlu along the upper Eu-
p hrates caused· co· tin f • t' b tw n uous r1c 10n e een the two powers. 
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Ibn Taghri-Birdi (.1411..;1_470):, on the· other. hand, .gives more 

specific information ~bo~t • the Musha cl3.ha c _m_overrient. In his f:iawa-

dith ad-<luhur he·· refers to Mul;la.rnmad. ibn Falal;l· as "a _rebel· ( kha,­

rfil), c;,,_lled Sha'shac,·who claims to be.the.Mahdi somewhere in 

Iraq•
46 

'. In a subse.qu~nJ entry. he ·adds 'that this Sha:'sha;c "has 

been.· leading his movement f?r more tha.~ ~ enty· years calling the 

people to follow him. He clai·m;; to be a sh~rif ·:and that he is the 

.. Mahdi~ • Many people : f~llowed him, and the kings of· the East have 
' . • . . 
been unable, .to _·put down :.his· rebellion ·since· whenever they _·se.nd. 

troops alter him he e~cap~S in barg~s anci disappear~ in al..Ja-
1 • • . . . • . . . • 

;za'ir> ( the, ma,rshland5, I of .the lowe~. Tigris - Euphrates vall~y). '!'his 

has been• his practice~ ·in addition to cutting · off the roads, frig h.:. 

tening the travelers, and killing any Sunnis he captures. He ·is 

an old man, a wicked rafidi ( the • peJ o·ratlve ·term w hie h .. Sunnis 

use in gen.era! to describe Shicfa), indeed ~ godless athei~ ( ka­

fir). who does not. follow any . religfon,. It is said • tha( • he had died, 

·and that the matter now is in the hands of his· successor ... "-
47

• 

•. -This Egyptian historian ( whose closeness to the Mamluk 

rt k h • • f t· ·t ·1· bi 
048

) t cou ma es 1s in orma 10n qu1 e re 1a e .. · nex reports tt:ie de-. 

_fe·at of the Musha.csha<s bY-_ "the gov~rnor ~f Baghdad,. Bir Buda' 

; ( i. -e., Pir. Budaq) ibn Jahan-shah ibn Qara • Yusuf" whose emis.: 

)saries arrived in Cairo in Dhu al-QaCdah 861 to report the- good 

·news 
49

• At .this point in his chronicle·, _lbri Taghri-Birdi, supplies 

background infofmafion. about the Musha CshaC _rilov,ement. After 

;commenting° on the riame itself (which he renders Shicsha') 
50 , 

he adds that the founder 

had ! come • out in the old days: from the. vicinity of. Wacl.i 

at-Taym, claimed to be a srarif. and became a zindiq. He 

then proc.eeded to. Iraq·, committed abominations (iiter 9 1ly·, . . 
allow.ed illicit relations with women and defHed_ sacrosancti­

ties) ,· and gather d large· crowds whom he duped with magic, 

He then claimed prophecy, antj misled· the people in that re­

gion. His movement became great, and the· kings of those 

countries were unable to defeat him not so much because 

151 

of his stength put ra~er bel'.:a~se when the king& went to 

fight him he • would esc.;,_pe frpm them ~nd disappe~r in the 

Islands ( al.Jaza'ir) and, keep ~the·· barges with him, He had. 

mor_e than a thous_and • barges, and some· s_ay even ten 

thousands·. The kings were powerless" in confronting thi.!! 

movement . whicl;l gre,: .as a result' of' the supernatural and 

magical performances of_ .this man, .and the -license by which 

he allowed his meri to do whateve~ they :liked. He lived to 
an .old ·age until God destroyed hi~· •• ~. 51 • • 

Such information from contemporary Egyptian historians corn-
. \ • ' 

ing .as it_ dcies from fairly reliable. and independent sources, adds 

considerably to the little we know about the Mushac~hac movem­

ent arid in pa.rticular about its religious excesses. These. wj.ll be 

discussed in .some detail below. I 
The. growth of the movement and its interference with the 

i:>Hwimage routes caused the Qara-qoyunlu ( who by now w~ue 
fir~ly established in Bagr1dad and Tabriz) to take more serious 

I . 

me9-s_ures against ·the Musha<sha's~ 
0

Pir Budaq,· son of Jahan-

. -shah Qarii.-qoyunlu, led the campaign against Mawlii 'Ali and 

defeated him in 861/i455;.57 52 ; • 

With·. Mawla 'Ali's _death·, :'lis ,father Sayyid Mul;lammad .as­

sumed • full authority ··.again for a few more years until his death 

in 870/1465 ( or e few years earlier). 

Relations between father and son were never· made clear. 

in the sources. Shushtari in • Majalis al-Mu'minin, for example, 

says that Sayyid Mul;lammad was not able _to control the activi­

tie,s of his son. "He ( Sayyid Mul,ammad). was unable to· improve 

the ways of his son ( Mawla 'Ali), and wrote to the outlying are­

as (~) that he had no power over him. In one of his writings 

• ( Mawla 'Ali's?) he described himself to the people as the M~hdi, 

.and did not even stop at this claim. Indeed he claimed to be a 

god ( uluhiyah) "
53

• _Shushtari also mentions a -son _of Mawla cAli, 

Ibrahim by name, whose activity, curiously enough, had extended 

to the Timurid cou,rt of Sultan l;lusayn Bayqara at Herat, and 
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recounts an altercation between ·him and _s·ayyid Qasim Nur-bakhsh 

( son of Mul:iammad • Nur-bakhsh,· another important ·figure in· fifteenth 

century socio-religious ·movements) •
54

• 

IV 

The religious idea_s of the -Musha 'sha~s • can best be ~11de~..: 

.stood and· explai~ed ~ithin the context of -s~cial and: religious··. un­

rest during the fifteenth century in 'Iraq,· Iran, and Anatol:ia, In _fact, 

this unrest can be traced· b.ack in certain cases to the cofused 

political con_ditions that- f.;llowed the· Mongol conquest qf Moslem 

lands in the· thirteenth century and, to some extent, to the disrup­

tive campaigns of Timur towards the end of- the fourteenth. 

In the absence. of strong cenh;&lized g"avernment, •• this social 

and religious unrest manifested itself in variou·s llpopula:r 11 move-
• . . . 55 

ments the exact nature ·of which is 1 not yet. properly understood . 

It appears, _however, that mo·st ··of these move·ments, if not all of 

them, were grounded iri ~ilfi teachings or in extreme ShiCi beliefs 

of the type generally known as ghulat Shicism ( although develop-

ment.s in Sunni Islam during ·the post-Mongol period have not been 

sufficiently _studied). Only 'the ~afavid movement, which began_ as __ _ 

a ~ufi order in Ardabil in the ,13th. century, succeeded, after pass­

ing through the ghulat stage, in establishing ·itself· as a state in 

Iran in 1501 'under Shah lsmacn •. 

In the case of the Musha'sha's, ·we. have seen (in section 

11 above) how the founder of the movement, Sayyid Mubammad 

ibn Falab,· began his career as a student of Shi'i ( ithnaCashari) 

learning under Al;lmad ibn Fahd al-I;Iilli, the leading ShiCi divine 
. . . . • . 

of the early fifteenth century. Early on, however, lbn Falal:i began 

to show interest in magic and the performance of miracles, based, 

it is said, on some of the writings of his master Ibn Fahd 
56

• 

When he was reproached conc:rning thes_e. activitites, unb.ecom­

ing of a student_ of _Shi:'.i _tho_ught·, ·rie withdr.ew to riis .native region 

in southern_ Iraq (J.az"§:'ir), There.hi= decl~red himself to be the 

Mahdi, the incarnation of the Twelfth :Imam 57 .·;: 

I ' 
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In: addition to his political and 'soeial activities, Se:yykl Mu­

!;iammac;I ibn Fala};! . began to issue "inspired": statements, in imi­

tation of the Koran, describing his ;religious transformation in 
'. . • . . . 
• highfy obscure and mystical language,· which came. to be known. 

_as Kalam al-Mahdi- ( the. word_s. of ti,e. Mahdi). The late Persian 

scholar ..o.t,lmad !<as_ravi ( died in _th_e. 1940's). appears .to be the 

only perso;, wh~ studied Ibn _Falal;l!s··.;,,ords and_ attempted to ,;-_ 

:,,a.mine hi~ religi6us vlews 
5 !3~: H.6wiver, Kasr~vi's aJ?proac~ is 

highly colored. by' his 9wn a~tI-ShI~i- stanc~. 

•Neyerth~l~~s, whe-~ Kas~avi is; -n~t dwelling ,;m what 

the ,;nada~i-h~" { i~noran~e) of SayYid Mul;lammad 
59

, 

he calls 

( without 

attempting to ,e:;,cplain, or expla:in away, ·this- "ignorance" especial­

·ly since - -one.· can safely assume ,.. Sa-yyid · Mul;lammad did have 

a thorough grouhdw~rk "in. the Islami~ ~c.iences), he doe~ make 
• • . : . 

one o_r two lnterestiug • observa.tions• regar<iing Musha~shac reli-

gious·, views. --In one case he· notices a curious similarity between· 

• the idea,s of. the MushaCsha< le.ader and those of the eighteer1th­

-nineteenth -century ·s_hiCi ·thinker·;" Shaykh Al;lm~d-i AJ;isa'i (1753-

--1826··) 
60

, ieading him to :Suspect that Al;lsa'i could have had. ac-

-cess. to K~lam al-Mahdi 
61

• This cannot be taken seriously; for 

A):isa'i's co.mplex religious views, especially those dealing with 

his concept of the· shiCah-yi kamil, .never ·.led or misled him into 

the ways of extreme Shi'ism of the ghulat type, 

Ka,sravi does, in another point~ attempt to place the Musha' 

sha' movement in a religio-historical perspective when he discus­

ses Mushacshacism in ·terms of 'Ali~llahism 
62

, an extremist mo­

vement which equates f;Ia~rat-i CA1i, the fountainhead of Shi'ism, 

with Ge>d-Aliah, and which ( togethe~ _with .the Ahl-i f;Iaqq movem­

ent) probably had its origins at about- this. time. In ti)is respect, 

Kasravi seems to agree with <Azzawi_ who,·. after chronicling the 

events· of Mus ha <shac history during Sayyid Mul;lammad and. his 

son Mawla CA1i, concludes that "it appears that they believed· in 

the divinity of Imam CAJf, an:d acceptect metempsychosis or trans­

migration of souls. This was apparent already in utterances made 
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•by the ~~n, ~wla CA1i "• c~zawi goes on to quote from Tadhki;;_ 

rat al-Mu'minin certain ·observations about . the. cAfi-na:i,,i ghulat 
6

•
3

; • 

and states on the authority of Munajjim-bashi's ( unpuJ::iHshed) Ja'.:' 

·mi< ad-Duwal that "He [MaVllla .<Ali] J::ielievec;l. in ~6arnat1on • (hu-: 

!Q!) and used. to sc1-y that: the, soul of Imam .<Ali was re-incarnat­

ed in his· body" 
64

• 

Many of.° these extremist ideas, are expressed rather str_ong­

ly, alheit. obscurely~, in ibn • Fala}:i's , own ··words in his "Book" . Ka­

lam al-Mahdi: 

• True belief i~ th~t 'Ali,. ~ho was ( alway~?) by the ~ide .of 

. the P~ophet, is the. S~~ret turning' in· the sky ~d on the· 

earth; and Mul;larrimad is the Veil .;overing the t~ue n;iessagEe. 

The :Eleven Imams are· ·the angels/ ~elated to him (CAfi) ·, ahd . 
• , • . • . I 

he to them. Salman is a member of- the House of the Pr~ 

phet ( Ahl al-Bayt) ; • and the House is the W 'ay • ( tariqah) , 

and·· it is. knowledge. Every. one who is able . to attain gnos-
~ . . 

is ( Hrfan~ as opposed to ma Crifah~ • knowledg Ee) is the Salman 

of his time. As for this_.Say-yid (Mur,ip.mmad ibn Faliil;l). who 

has appeared ( !f:ahara), he is of ti'l_e rank of every Na.bi 

( prophet) and_ every Wali (guardian). This is so through • 

(his) apparent type and the weakness of mankind and not 

through overpowering force; for truth is not transferred 

only the. Veil is transferred. As for the l;>ody,· ·it assumes 

different forms, like Gabriel~· :who although he assumed dif­

ferent forms·, the truth rem<'!,ined unchanged ••• 
65 

Thus_, couched in thes·e mys_terious. and mystifying words, 

Sayyid Mu!;lammad ibn F·alar.i places himself among Vle pror,hets 

·and guardians of the faith- ( Mur.iammad and_ cAii). And althoug}:l_ 

the exact meaning of- the words used in _the original Arabic text 

is nowhere· clear, the assumption of power by him from them ·ap­

pears to have taken place through a· process of transference-

( intigal). 

Jn another section of Kalam al-Mahdi~· Sayyid Mul;lammad 

urges his followers to rise and prepare themselves to fight his 

;1ss 

enemies: "The time has . come to· take· revenge by\ the command. 

of God,' the Str-ong, the 'Powerful. It is \ncumbent ~p~n all those 

who ha~e s'een (~he trutr.i), 'to ~ally fqrth and enter ':'tt1e ranks of 

• ::d;ni~;oer'~~P:n:z:~.~~e~~~=~t:t~~::::~::t:hp6::

1

:h:-· do 

•. :~;~t:Ittrr,2z9~}~i::;~::1~~·:::::T 
everlas,th).g pi.:11iiihm~nt 11 

••. He then .offefs. 'a prayer to.- God in w.hich 

a~e sp~lt out 'some of his 0~ ~h;;i;~~t~ri~tk: ~rid ~mbiti~ns: ;;M_ 
• si~t,: o Qod,; y~ur guar~f~~'iw~li), :vr~~-.~' C!=ltrying o~t • your 

co~~~d~ . obeying your. orders, and pei;for~ing . t}:le task you • 

have en~rUsted hlm ~ith, so that. he will t.;lke. rev~nge for. you 

anc;l. tor • the be·st of· your ·creation. and t!:_ie noblest. of your· wor--: 

. shippers. As) a·. rec~mpen:Se,' y~u will make him rule over. the 

earth, east a:nd west, !and '~nd s~a:': the plai~s and the • mount­

ain~; and .in this vJaryou wili ,make· him' ac}:lieve .the end of his 

intentions·, and elevate. him tci your: highest and. !hos:t praiseworthy 
. . ~ . . .. -;,-66 
• position .•.•..•. 

The language of· these section$ from· 'Karam al-Mahdi ·is con­

sciously made to sound iike that of'. the. Koran •. Each _parf,··uke ·a 

Koranic sura:h; beg.,ins with th!;! formula,' Bism All.ah <;1r-Ral:imari 

ar-:Ral:llrti,. and . s';,,_iC (rhym~d prosre )' is _often i.tsed. Ho\vever, the. 

tone of -the diction lci:~ks • t_he intz:insic nobility of the Ko~anic • 

• sc riptu.re; an:d in fact at times the s;tylei is inp.rred by curious. 

colloqui~lJsmu~. 

At cine P?int, Sayyici' Mul;lammad presents . reasons for. his 

rria,n~festation, ( :s,uhur) .. at : that time. "Ha<;:! it .not been for. the ~­

hur of this. -~ayyid ·a.s ,a· dep~ty for .the. Hidden Imam, God would, 

hav~ been accused of-.e~~or; ';['his is so. fro,rri two- points ·of view: 

• 'one, the age· of the Hidden Imam ,is now more than six hundred 

. ;years; and !he Shi~i supporters·· according to the accepted view 

;are the ·,ulama and the eminent personi;; in sodety, but these 

, ihave gon'e and ·no one i1 le!t ·e)!:cept th~. hypocrites. 'l'wo, the 

/ 
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belief is • that t!'le oct:ultci.tion of the· Hidden . _Imam· is not from _God, 

-nor is it from himself, but becau·se of. the large nurriber of. ene­

·mies and the small number -of :Supporters 1167 .• Bu_t, although ~he 

.text here again_ is .. not clear, _this partially ~athemati~al justifi­

cution for the, .r~-appearance of the Hidden Imam· seems to • m·iss 

.the 'escha:tological' point dev~loped _l:)y the early scholars of the 

• ShI(i scho~l -~he_rel:>y the occuitatiori of. th~. Twelfth. Imam was in­

tended to extend this central dogma cif the _ShICi madh'hab to the 

.·:abso·Iute end of Time.: The Hidden Imam will have to be ~•the ex~ 

•• pected_ one": fqr ever; otherv:i ise the whol~ system will fall apart. 

The most extreme .idea· in Ka.lam al-Mahdi is where SaYX_i,d 

Mul;lammad ibn Falal;l equates between <.Ali _and. God:. 

It • has been made clear by evident proof that CAli who i!! 

MuJ:iammad's trustee ( wa 9 i) is himself· G'od veiled within his 

known body••. He who does not believe· that cAli is. God, 

that Mul;lammad is his (?) inessenger, that Fatimah is his 

handmaiden,_ that the Eleven Imams are his angels, the re­

vealed books his words, and the ~xistence itself his own 

creaHon, is a. godless unbeliever. He shall be cursed and 

will be killed, Goq willing, ori the victorious _day that is 
68 

near. 

V 

After the death of Sayyid Mut,ammad ibn_ Falal;i and his son 

, Mawla cAli,· the affairs of the Mushatsha< movement were 

ducted by Mawla Mul;lsin ( or Sultan MuJ:isin) • another son 

con­

of 

Sayyid Mul;lammad. This coincided roughly first with the ?iege­

mony of the Aq-qoyunli:i' Turkmans _and theri with the rise of the 

~afavids. 

Uzun I;iasan, the most important figure. in Aq-qoyunlu his­

tory, had accepted the application of Mawla Mut,sin for the ru-

• lership of Khuzistan "trusting in his rank as a descendant of 

th P h t 1169 
t e rop e • However, during ·the period of relative unrest 

which followed the death of Uzun I;iasan in 882/1477·, Mawia 
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• ·Mul;lsin 'raided the. envtrons of Baghdad in 883, and after plun-
• 70 • · 

dering- the. area t:e witl:idrew; to the south. . When a few years_. 

later· the Aq~qoyunlu state was reorganized under Sultan Yacqub 

ibn Uzun ·f;Ias~, a iarg_~_· .,;:~; was despatched against iVIawla 

• ivrul;lsi.n wh~-- was utterly defeated in 889/1484~· -Following 
. . . . 
this de-

feat/ ther~ •,wet~- ~er~~ys '·ctefecti~ns ,in the- Musha '~ha~ lines al];d~, 

inte~~family.· :Strife i in-t~e·, o/ft.lsh.ii.C shaC leader~hip 
7 

\ • 

The·, Mush_&{sha~ · succe~;;ion. after Sultan MuJ:isin is not very 

clear • eithe·r. ln .th~ ·sourc.~s: or· in the= ·authorities. The name Fay-.. ,· .. •.. . . . . 

yac;i, who was· either. a-.: br9frier or ai son of S1.Altan Mul;lsin, ap-
. . . 

pears· to have been the· MushaCshac leader who met Shah Ismacn 

after the • latter h_ad ~onque.red · B~ghd~d i~ 914/:i 508 -09 and was 

pressing southward. against. Khilzi~tan and Shiraz. Two other 

sons o~ MuJ:is.in·, • cAli _ and AyYub·,· are also given· as the Mushac­

shac· leaders. :who attempted to make a stand against· the $afavid 

Shah 
72 

•• "The two movement.$ [the'· $afavids and the M~shaCshaCs] 

inevitably came· into c,;mflict~ •. ; besides [Shah Isma''ilJ could hard­

ly allow a rival· Shi_ca or~anization to persist" 
73

. 

.-tn-'any- case·, when Shah ismacrf left the .. area, anothe':r, son 

of Mu!Jsin ( Fala.I') by name) assum~d • ~~ntrol . in I;iuwayza', but 

his position was ·.tnat of dependence on the $afavid central go­

vernment." With hi~. the Mushacshacs: as an in<;lependerit "state" 

ceased to exist; and the f2lra of _the: Wfilis of I;iuwayza.' ( or the 

Wfilis ,;f K,hu~istan) begins. Fala.I-;! ~bn Mul-;isin _died in 920/1514. 

How·ever • for a: long time·;· and inas~uch ·as the boundaries 

between the Ottoman empire an_d the $afavid state remained un-
74 

defined, the Walis of I;iuwayza' were torn between the two powers . 

in Tadhkirat al-Muluk ('the "manual .of $afavid administration") 

we are told: 

The valis . in 'the provinces of Iran are four; whose names 

follow in· the. order of their importance and dignity. The first 

is the vali of 'Arabistan (i.e., Khuzistan) ·, who is higher 

and more honoured than his. colleagues, on account of his 

belonging to a Sayyid family~ his valour • and tbe number of 

his tribes... 
7 5 
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A lat_er _goyernor, ·Sulfan Mubiirak ( ibn cAbd al-Mutfalib: i!Jn 

l;Iaydar ibh Mu~sin ibn Sa~id Mu~ammad ibl'.l' F~la.I:i);. d~ 162.s/ _ 
/1616, "intr.odi:iced. the. teac.hing •. of the Twelve!" ShICa- to I;i~i.viza·" 76, 

This is the period. ih !?afayid- I • h" t • · h" ,__ • • •• _ _ _ raman_ . _ 1s ory_ w 1c,-, :c.9rresponds • 

• to· the reign of Shah Abba~ •• 

NOTES 

1 • •. -·. . 
. • Unle_ss· otherwise -noted~- the· term "ShI~jsm" is- here used 

'to denote· -the Twelve-tmam, or Ithna.<ashari, sect of Islam, -
.... 2 . . . . . ·. .--·- .- . . .. 

• _ • • • C?". the $a!avid m°";emeri~ s~e: Mic~el M, • M .a z z a o u i; 
Tf:e Or1gms • of the. $a:_aw1ds . ( Fre!b~rger _)-l;>lamsrudien, Ill}; .· 
Wiesbaden, Franz S_temer; .. 1972, • . • • • • 
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4 . . . . . . . . . .. 
. _ On the geography of s·o:'.them Iraq see G; ·Le_ :s t r a O g e, 

'l'he Lands of the- Eastern Caliphate,. 2nd ed.,_ Cambridge 1930. 
5. ' . . . •. . . • . 

For a. brief historical sketch of Kh~zi~_tfu-i; • see ,S a V o r y; 
op. c1t. • 

6 • 
Quoted in • S a·v o ·ry;,op, ·cii:,; 

7 . • . . . . 
.· _ On _the h!story· of ·Iran betwel:!n Tirriur and the· ~afavids, 

see R._ M, S a v o. r y, The· stn.1 le for su - re mac in Persia. 
after tne death -of Timur, Der Isla,m 40 1_964 ., pp .. 35-65,' 
. 8 . . . .. 
. -_ Fac;il .Allah ibn Ruzbihah Khu n j .i,. Persia· in A, D, :1°478- · 
::1!2Q ( ~ abridged_ translation of_-his_ Tar1kh-i_ alam-ara-yi Amini), 
by V;_M_inors_ky, London-19_57., pp. 46, 83,_and 98. •. __ ·: • 

• ~ _ On th~s n:_anuscr:ipt see cAbbas ar.cA z za_~ i~Tarikh ~l-' 
: Iraq bayn 1htllalayn,_ Baghdad. 1935-39_, II,- 10-12; an,;i his Ta~ . 
1ikh al-adab al-'Arab1 fi al-<Iracj ·Baghdad· 1960 I 2,.,7 --

10 •. ..... . . • - . · • ' - . ' -' ' • • 
- Qadi Nur Allah • S h u s h ta r i, Maialis aI-Mu-,minin • Teh- . 

. ran, 1299 A. H.; 403 ff, · .- . • ·. • 
11 ·., '_, 

W, Cask e 1; Ein M~hdi des 15, Jahrhunderts: S~ijid • 
Muhammad ibn Fala.I) un_d .,seme Nachkommen, Islamica·, IV ( 192°9-
-31_), 48-93; and. -Die W I H _415 -4

34
• • a 1 s von ._uwezeh, • Islamica VI (1933-34}. 

, 12 W, H 
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13 
Af;lmad • K a ·s r a v { ( TabrizL) ~ •• Tarikh-i • pan$ad salah--yl 

f<huzistan·;· Tehran 131:3 ·sh; • See review by Minors k y in 
,SSOAS 8 _ ( 1935-37), .1.1.72. ff~ · _ i • _ :· : • • 

• 1-
4 

Ka s· r a v (, Musha'sha'iv~i ya b~kh~hi • az tarikh-i Khu­
·zlstan/ pp,· 6-8. These include such lesser known works as 
s a y.y id· -Ali-,-- Kitab; Jaw ·ah i r i~ • Muswaddah-hii; • Na mi',' 
'l'akmilat al-akhbar; and J<_a<b i.~- Zad al-muse.fir. • 

1.5 c • - : · ·• - · · • • · · • • : 
• _ A z z a w 1, Tarikh, III, 108,, . _ 
16 • · • • · ·· l · • • . ·. 

See ·n_otation on. title-page o{ the manuscript in· th,e_, hand 
• of Fr, Kat:'?llili. _ • • 

17 For a -short_ ac_count of- the Mus.ha <sha's, • within the· _con-. , 
text of early $afavid history, .see Ma z z a o u 1; op, cit., 67-71. 

• 18 - • ' • • - - - • : • : - • - • • ' 
.cAzzawi,_ Tarikh, III, 108;: Sh-ushtarl's·.g~nealogi--,· 

cal 'list in Maialis,' 403.- ls ·el\,sentially. th_e same~ CAbd J\llah ibn 
Nur ad-Din '•s 'l'adhkirah-yi Shushtar, Calcutta 1924, is based· 
on- Majalis. • .. ; 

19 
~ork. on this' Jssue wa;; done sirritiltaneously by Kasrav!' 

ancl Zaki: VaIIdi Togan, Fol".· a sumll'!ary with additional _information 
see- M a: z z a o u i, op; cit,; 46-5-1, ; 

2° C • k. 1 E" Mahd' ' 63·,. . • a s e ., tn . 1 ••• ,·- • 

21 H~nce i~ n_am~ ( "middle point")· according to Ya q il t, 
Mu•jani al-buldan, s. v,. "Wasit"~ 

• 
22 

Ja:mal ad-Din Ab~ad ... Ibn Fahd· al-I;Iilli al-As~dl ( 7 57-
-841/1.356-1437}: For references on him s_ee Mazzaoui';.2P.:, 
·c'it., 67, n, 7, On Ib!')- Fahd's • flm1rishing ShI'i center at I;HJ.lah 
see Sha s h tar i. Majalis, 241, and Namah,;.yi • Danish-varan•i 
Na.!;:iri, Qum 1960, I, 272-73, 

23 
'A z ~ a w i, Tarikh, Ill; 108 ( based on at-Tarikh al-Ghi­

yathi); Cf, Khwansari, Raw<;lat al-jannat~,Tehran 1947, 21. 
24 

cA z z a w i, Tarikh, III, 109-110 ( q~.t0ting from I b n 
S h_ a d q a m • s - Tuhfat al-azhar, itself one of the sources ·-for 
J a w ah i r i's Muswaddah-ha, See above n. 14) •. 

25 
On I;Iuwayza; ( I;Iuwayzah, Persian I;iov~zeh) see Ma z­

z a o.u i, op. cit,, 69, n,. 1. 

• 26 <Azzawi, Tarikh, III, 110 (based on.Ibn Shadqam's 
'l'uhfah). 

27 V, • Mir: o r s k y, Mus ha <sha' [in:] E. L ~, Supplement, 
28 

Ka s r a v i, Musha'shii'iyan, 9-10. 
29 ;he wanderings of ·sayyid Muhammad· i b n Fa 1 a b _ ·are 

graphically described in sections of his Kalam al-Mahdi,_ See 
Ka s r a v i, -Tarikh-i parn;;ad -salah-yi- Khuzistan, 274-75, and 
his_ Musha<sha<iyan, 124-25, An example of this important work 
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is . here paraphrased: "0 people., may. God have • me~ on . y·ou. 
There is no one greater than· this Sayyid,. whom you see here 
in front of yo\l; having been tested by God. For .fifteen years 
the people cursed him· and ordered his death and ·the· death of 
his sons, He· escaped· from ·place to place, and the ·whole earth 
could not l)ol~ him, He finally· went to the· mountains, but • even. 
there· the inha):)1tants wanted to kill: him~ •• Aikr despairings from-life 
he was save.d· and .. returned to Iraq, There· the Mongols sought 
him, hi.s friends turned to fc:ies;. and. there .. was. no, place where 
he· could find peace ... " ' • • • • • 

30
<Azzawi, Tarikh, m; 109 (based·o~ al-Ghiyathi): 

"Mention of him. began in 820 A.. H. ·when ·he ·appearec1···( zahara) 
and claimed to /:>e the Matidi. In that year_: the_· propinious con­
junc.tion of the stars ( girah) to_ok piace which. indicated his 
manifestatiol'.I ( ;j,Uhur). "• · •• ·, •• • : . • • • • . , . 

31 
Min o r s k y, op. ~i~ ( bci:seci 

1
on· t:~skel) .• At~Tar'ikh al­

-GhiTathi is noi. specific either. 'A /z; z a wi .. {.Tarikh .. m; 110-
-111 points. to- this discrepency with6,ut • offering a. _solution. • 

32 
<A z z aw i, ~arikh/ Iii;- ~10 '.(ba~ed-,o~ at-~arrkh al-Ghi-

wthi). • • 
33 

This apj::>ear,s _to hate t~ken: place in.' 800/~,3.97 .b~fore 
his zuhur. $ee J_; Au b i_ ri: ,· Deux • Sayyid:S· ·de .. Ba:m au 4 Ve siecle, • 
Akademie der Wissen,schaf~en ui:id der Literatur, Abhandlungen 
der G eistes- und Sozialwissenschaftli_chen· .. Klasse 7 ( 1956) ~ 
380, n. 2. : . . • ·_ ·-. • • • 

34 
'A; z a w i~ Tarik~:- III~· 110.,1'.li' (from ~-Ghiyathi) .•• 

35
Mi_norsky, op. cit.; and:cAz:·zaw:i~·Ibid.,·1~1~112. 

36 ~ poem critical of the Musha'sha< movement° has been 
preserved in Mu(:lammad ibn 'Abd a~Ra.J:im'an as-S a:k haw i (142.7. 
-97), ad-Daw' al-la.mi<,: Cairo, 1934-36, v~·•30 ·(No. 111). Sa-
k haw i (VIII,· 280, No. 771) records Muhammad ibn Falah's 
death in 866/1461-62, and give,s _no oth~~ d·etails, • 

37 .. • · · ... • • •. · ·. 
c A z z a w i, 1:'arikh, Ill~ · 112 : ( from a-1-G hiyathi) .• On tribal 

relations of the·_Musha'sha's Cot, _al:-mawali as he refers to them) 
see 'A z z a w i,. 'Asha~ir al-'Ir.ag, IV, 12,. 25,: 28,· 37,·· 184,· 194, 
198, and 23 2. No historical .discussion • is included here, 

38 . · .. 
'Az·zawi, op. cit., 1·11-113. • 

39 
On Iraq during the first half of the fifteenth century see 

Cask e 1:, Ei~ Mahdi •.. ·., 51-57, 
40 

c A z ~ a w· i, op. cit., 114, The incident occurred i~ Ra­
mac;ian 845/Fe1iruary 1441. _Minors k y's date, 1458 in Musha' 
sha<, cf, E. I. , Supplement, is a conversion err'or, _ 

41 'A - • Ib" ( • • ) z z a w 1, --ill• based on at-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi . 
42 

The "conversion". of Isp·and 'Mirza' to S}:lI<ism is more cor­
rectly ascribed to Shaykh A(:lmad ibn ·Fahd. See Shush tar i,· 

Majalis; 241;. K h wan sari, Rawdat al-jannat, 20-21; and 
Namah-yi Danishvaran-i. Nasiri, I, 274-75. 
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43 • 
Mul;ianimad ibn Abmad Ibn I y as; Bada 'i' az-zuhur~ Cairo 

·13.11/1893, II°, 45. 
44 · · 

Ibid.,. II, '54. 
45 . .• · · -

. ~,:. ll,. 6·0. 
·46. · •.. . .. - • · . • ·• • · 

.:_Abu al-Mat;i~sin lb n Tag 6 r i;_B:i.r·d.i, Hawadith • ad­
-duhur, ed.··.Wm. Pcippar, ·1-930-42·,· ·pt,; 2, p •. ··199~ .' -

. . 
47 

Ibiq., ~49-:-256. cL K hw an~ a r i ,·· ~~clat. al-Jannat, '264-
• -65, where it -is further stated that ·th·e . .;I"1usha'sha's- attacked· the 

ShI!i shrines· of Najaf. and Karbala'·, killed many P,eciple · and 
·took· prisoners. : • • • 

• • 48 0~ Ibn ~aghri-Birdi 'see ·Mui;ltafa Z i y ad ah,· al-Mu'~l'­
r.ikhun · fi. Mi$r, ·cairo 1954, 26.,.4.5., .. His. :father .T~ghri-Birdi .was 
many times·:gove·mor of. D_amascµs, _and had given his eldest 
daughter· in marriage to the M1;uniuk SµIfan F~raj, 

9 I b n Tag h_ r i~~ i r a i~ Bawa~ith,' p~ 2, pp. 305-306, w .. . . . .. 
_On- the· t~rm i•Mushalsha'" see· also Cask e 1, Ein Ma-. 

hdi ... , 91~92,, and -n. 2 -(p. 9·2); and the comment. by At;imad 
Tay mu r, at-Tadhkirah· at-Tayrililriyah, Cairo. 1953, 216,··where 
the word "S}:lu<aspa'hrah" is used. • 

51 I b n ·Tag h r:i-8 i. r di·,. op.- cit., 305-306. 
5 ~ ~A z --~ ·.§ W 1, Tarikh,.' III,. 149 ff. --
53 Ibid.; Ill, 1.51 {based. this time on ·Shu s _h ta rl; MB,jalis). 
54 S h i1 s h t ~ r (, Majali~-. 218. • 
55 For a tentative ·iist .of these· movements see Mazza o u i, 

op. cit., 84. In Les revoltes • p·opulaires en Egypte.,., Revue des 
..Etudes Islamiques vm. (1934 ); 25S.:.56',: A. N. Po 11 a k refers to 
the Mus ha 'sha< movement as the ·revolt. of ."le fils du ·fellah" . 
wrongly reading the name of. its founder as Ibn al-Fallah ( i. e. 
"son of the peasant")!· -' . • . • • 

56 There is a controversy a1T1ong traditional Shi'l i;cholars 
about I b n F a h d's Stiff leanings. • See M.· B~ M a j l Ls i, §1:: 
har al-anwar: ( new· edition, Tehran '195.6- ) ,·· ·I, "lntro.duc_tion", 
200, note 1 .. 

•. 57 · . • · .. 
. See above, .footnotes 30, 31,. an<;I 32. 

58 
K·a·s rav_i, Musha'sha<iyan, 19 ff.;· and Tarikh .. i pansad 

salahyi Khuzistan, 20 ff, • 
59' •• . • 

Ka s r ·a v 1, Musha'sha<iyan, 33 ff. 
60 On h!m·see A. Ba.usani,,al..;Ahsa'i [in:] ·E. J,;2; and. 

H. Al"g a r,· Religion an.d State in Iran, ·1785-1906,-.Un, of Cali;_ 
·fomia, 1.969, pp. ,66-70. 
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K·a s r av !, cMusha<sha'iyan, 5. 

62 k as r a v_i, !Vlusha<sha'iy§n, 22-23. 
63 ·•A • - • ·.·T- ikh III • 153 ff . . Z Z a W 1, ar1 • . , · • 
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Ibid., Ill, 152. 

•
55

·~asravi~ Musha'sha'iyan; 124 (from Mul;lammad ibn 
F. a I a t;i, Kalam . al-Mahdi)·, • 

66 
1bid., 126-127. 

6 7 .Ibid., 127 •• 

68 lb" =!Sb 128. 
69 

K h. u n j i, Tarikh-i alam-.ara,-vi Amini {M j nor sky, ~ 
sia in A. D. 1478-1490), 83 • 

. 
70 ~Az z a w i~ Tarikh, m, 25$ and 261..62 ( baoed bn at­

-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi. The-,_ events conc~rning Iraq in this. manu­
script end with this year, .i. e., 883/1478-9). For a general 
luation of . at-Tarikh al-Ghiyathi- see. •A z z -~ w i ~ op. cit.; m ~ 
262-63. 

71 • . · t . . 
K h u.n J 1 M 1 n o.r s k y, op, cit. 1 _83-.84·, and 98~99. • 

72 ·, <' · · 1 
• M 'in ors k y . Musha<sha< [in:] ·E. I.. , Supplement) makes 

Fayyac;i the third son of. Sayyid Mu]:lamma:d ibn Fala]:l; C a: s k e 1 
makes him the son of Mul;lsin and has· them both dying in the 
.same year,· 914 (for· a family tree_ see his Ein Mahdi ... , 75); 
Ka s r a v i is for 'A:li and Ayyub (-MushaCsha'iyan, 38-39); 
K h w an d a mi r ( I;Iabib. as:..siyar; IV, 497) is for Fayya'.(;l ibn 
Mul;lsin, and describes a bioody. battle b~tween the $afavids and 
the Musha'sha<s; 'A z z a w i (_Tarikh; .. III~ 345) accepts Khwand­
amir's story. Cf. I;Iasan-i R il m.l u, Ahsan at,;..tavarikh, I, 104 
(English translation, n, 47, and seep. 237, -n. ·3); Qazvini 
Lubb at-tavarikh,', ·250; and Iskandar Munshi;· Tarikh-i. alam-' 
-ara-yi Abbasi, I,· ·35. 

73 M" . . 
• 1n ors ky, ·op. cit. 

74 • 
. On f:t}is part of Musha'sha< history .see C a·s k e I's sum­

·mary article Die .Wali's von Huwezeh Islamic a VI ( 19 33-34), • 
·415-434 ; and· K a s r a v i, Mus ha 'sha.Ciyan~ .. 4 2 ff. • 

75 • .. • 
M i n o r s k y, Tadhklra:t al-Muluk, London 194 3 ( 0: MS, 

·new ser., 16), p. 44. Th_~ others • are _the valis of Luristan, Ge­
orgia, and Kurdistan,_.The ruler of ·the Bakhtiyari tribe comes 
after them in importance. 

76 • · 1 
Mlnorsky, Musha'sha', [in:] E. I. , Supplement. 
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•• THE ·.LIFE. OF: 'l'HE "BAI;fR Ai,,.:<:utDM 11 

The. life of Sayyid Mut;iammad Mahdi b. Murt.a~a 'faba{:aba''i,. 

the "Bal;l~ al-'Ulum" {1742;..1797") ~oincicles W-ith -one of the most· 

fertile periods of Iranian ;;,Higious and social. history.· Twelver 

.Shi'ism in' aU its popular anct scholarly forms_ - mujtahidism, l?U.­

fism, akhbarism, t;li1-ulism, -and shaykhism ,.. .was in revolutionar-y­

ferment during Mul:tamtnad MahdI's life. During 'the latter half of. 

the~18...ti:L..c.entury, ~elver.·. $hiqtes str~ve •• t;. re..;interpret funda­

mental religious .;_,.alues and t.;, arrive at some wider communal, 

c0nsensus on. the .. duties and future•. -dtredions of a Sh'i<T society. 

• It w~~ a period of lnt~llecti.1<11 cj.~ll~nge, contr~versy. and occa:­

sim~ally .. vioient corifrontati,:,n 'betw-een. the _,:arious movements in 

'J'weivei: ShI'i~m each one· _claiming 'or being se~n to c_laini pre­

cedence for its vision c;nd therefort • its .. right to the spiritual lo­

yalties of the. mu'minih. 

Mul:tammad Mandi 'fabataba'i' was born and ·raised in· .the 

center of these swirling· -currents· and his • o'v.-n • tr_aining, experien­

ces, and intelleduai. development reflect the transformation qf .the 

society around :him. 

1- Details of his ·life and. v11'orks are available ln a number, of 
. .• . 

wo'rks •1 . The· biographical information the primary sources cont-

_ain may be roughly cla~sified thematkally as fol.low~: i).his 

:mµrvelou~ or inarvel-atten9ed birth,. 2). h~s pioµs, childhood in 

·which various signs of holii-.ess· appear/ 3) his equcation and 


