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A NOTE ON HERODOTUS! II,80 

Salutations .. and honour, _the ·customary forms of kindly res-· 

pectful __ a.ddress~ are usually • expressed by formalized gestures._ 

Th~)[· ar~ •. shown especially on ·meeting. or on occasion of ,cere­

monlous approach. Ezjstmg in .au periods of history and· in all 

~ultu~~s, th~y ~ave t.aken many· forms~ - including b~wing,.~ kneel-

. _ing, ·: p.r:0stratizm. ancf various gestures of. hands. and arm, 

Hero_dotus·,: Greek: ·_historian who at different times 1• vis~ted.' 

_Egypt:~"~- mb.de a __ long· stay- .there• was. fascinated ·by-this count­

ry.: _ani;i ·its· age old--civilization developed. independently_ of all 

Hellel').j.c'• tra,ditio~. 'i-Ie expressed this fq.ct in his. history. of. the 

gre_at· Persian wars of invasioh where he had an. occasion _ .. to 

descril:;>e Egypt',· the people who inhabited· it~- its natural produ­

:cti~r;:, . divine,· geographical position,'· monuments and so forth. He­

rodotus had the first-hand knowledge. of many facts .he desc.ri-­

.bed;. it refers to important. -information he .compiled and small. e-
2 .. 

vents as well • Moreover, being a: clear-signhted man he got. 

sight of many events more~ or less, important and. took them into 

his work. As one of the examples may serve his account of the 

Egyptian s~lutation where he states: av-ri -rou npocrO-l(Opeuuv • 

lx.AAT)AOUS lv T1)0l 000To1 1tpOOK1.1Vfove51.. KO-Tl)E.V'l'.'t.c; ,u.t:.J.pTou ~ou­
VOITOS- TlJV _xetpcx 

3 
"instead of speaking t•o each other -when 

they meet in. the stl'.'eets; they make an obeisance sinking the 

ha_nd to the knee"
4

. 
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. What Herodotus. tells about this respect greeting by young 

Egyptian who came t>efore an older person; egyptian ·am has on 

pictoral records .from older times, the Old Kingdom. A pretty well 

representation there is. in the relief cliscov~red . in the sun-t!;!mple 

of Ne-Wese-J:>-Rec:· one of the nine .. kings. of Dyn. V. It represents 

few persons~- subjects of the ~ing,· paying respect to His Majes-. 

ty; they are .corning. a lit!:le bow with .their a:rms .as even. automa-
. > 5 

tically very near .'to· their knees • Another example may be the· 

relief from the tomb built at the .times of -Dyn •. xvm for E;fwy, vi­

ceroy of Kush •. Jn a similar way a: group of nobles express the 

respect ·to l;iwy. 

AccordiJag to interpretations conceming this par.t of Herodo­

tus text made hitherto·, this greeting is reflected by the Egypt.­

ian· texts .in the following terms: lw m ksw "c.ome. bowing"~·~ 

"bow" 6-. h:b "be .bent ( of ~rms) .. -... o:m "bow down"~. bms ''bent 

( the b~ck in respect) rr.7 • Those terms are . too ~ucb of broad 

meaning and they do· not express. precisely. tht;! way ·of greeting 

described. by Herodotus. There is another ·example which, ··as it 

seems, illustrates the opinion of Herodotus univocal. There is a.: 

·sentence that is. contained in one of prayers. ·c'opi~d on a papy­

rus· composed fn. rv· B·. C~;. :it is Schrn'itt papyrus (no .3057}. kept· 

in. the Egyptian Museum in Berlin •. Among many texts copied on 

it there are liturgical utterances for. funerary. purposes. An ora­

tor uttering one o~ .them, informs what happens ~hen the doo~.: .. 

of the Dat. are opened·;-- and the deceased has ·approached the 

Netherworld. Then he states; (col.: 1_j:, 14/15) 

y~;'.:i'"=-::jr~ ~,i~r~ i.....ar~ &~i~ 
di -n.k iry/w/ c:w cwy.sn tp rdwy.sn 1-)c .sn di. m lJ,sf..k "doors­

-keepers put for· you ·their. hands on their legs. They rejoice 

here in meeting you".· And again, ·.in another .utterance from this 

great collection copied on the papyrus·,· when the gods see the 

deb eased... ( col. 12, 30) 

• 0 r-,p- J\l', ~r=~~ n- h\ ~ ~r­
'VWl,lt,.c:::,<.,-1 ,,.~,::=:;, a K::7~,,\.\fc~,~~ If\ 

• 

hnts.sn n ·Iw.k .di.sn n.k c"""".sn t d • "th l o• --~~----==;....:==c;;....==-.:c===:.:..~P.::......;r=wy=~•~s~n!.!. ey are g ad ~ 

your coming. They put for you their hands on their legs". 
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However those '?entences do not describe the. attitude of 

bowing in front of. an older or higher rank person, as. the above 

quoted terms·, they explicit in. stating .that guardians as well as 

gods welcome the. deceased: hands are .. put on the legs.. ("".knees). 

This fact coincidents with the information got from Herodotus.. 

when he describes the respect all young people owed to an. 

older person. So that r,eligious texts are • also. valuable to under­

stand manners of everyday. life in Ancient Egypt. 

NOTES 

1 
He must have visited Egypt after 46 0 B. c. as far south 

as Assuan, Gf •. A. D. G o d 1 e y, Herodotus, with an English 
.translation. vol.· I, p. Vllf;. according to J. A. Wilson, Herodo­
tus i-n Egyptt Leiden 1.970, p. 1, it was somewhere about 450 
B. C. 
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- cc. P.. D •. :G o.dl.ey, op. cit.,·p. xm. 
3H . . erodotus, .11, 80. 
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The History of Herodotus·, translated by G. Rawlinson, 
,New York 1956, p. 107. 

5 • .. . 
.. . F_. W. F. v •. B i s s i n g; H. K e e s, • Das R.e-Heiligtum des 

.. Komgs Ne-Woser-Re, vol. II (Leipzig 1923), plate 23, 56a. For 
the very detailed description· of this picture see H. MU l I er, 
.Darstellun en von Gebarden aus Denkm•anem des Altem Reich­
es, MDIK, 7. 1937 , p. 91. Cf. also N. de Davies, A. H. Ga r­
d i n e r, Tomb of I;fwy, viceroy 'of Nubia in the reign of Tutc an­
khamun, Lond•:,n 1926, pl. V, VI. 

6 
"Bowing." indicates 'not always the attitude of greeting, cf. 

H. MUlle r,. op. cit.,'p. 93... • _ 
7 

L. d. A,. vol. Ir', Lief. 4·,577, b; H. MU 11 e r, ibidem, p. 
92-93. 


