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1989: THE THIRD BATTLE Of'" THE SCROLLS BEGINS 

Many ancient manuscripts were discovered around Khirbet Qumran in the Judaean 

Desert at the .end of the 1940s and the beginning of the J950s 1, ·So f~r scholars.have 

fought two battles around them. The f i r s t b a t tl e :,vas over by mid 1950s . 

and .the antiquity of the scrolls was proved, with ovenvhelm),g' evidence. for dating· 

·them in the period from about 150 B; C. to 70 A. D. • A working· hypothesis that 
' ' ' 

they were .compiled in th~ Essene Monastery at. Khirbet. Oumral'.l continued to _be 
' 2 . 

general iy accepted un_til 1980s , • The. s e i:: o n d battle, • over attempts to . 
. . ·. • ·, ' 

"Christianize the Scrolls" or to "Essenize Christianity••; which staded with a famous 

article in. "The New Yorker" p,•inted by an eminent Americ;in journalist, ·td~und. 

W i Ison in May. 19553 , was practically over by the beginning of the< 1960s .. Both 

battles were based mostly on pubiished mani;;scripts of .the .Oumran Cave 14 . After 
'' . 

a long and frustrating expectation of the publication of several hundred 'scrolls from_ 

the· Qumran Cave • 4, it seems that scholars have now star.ted: a new, t i, i r d 

b a-t t I e this time for urgent publication of the remaining scrolls; ·it so the. next 

dec,rde should. be marked by quick progress in publication: . A n1.miber of scholarly 

':1eetings in 19895 , dozens of artlcl_es and :interviews in newspapers and weeklie·s ar~. 

the. evidence -·of the beginning of the new battle. In_ this report L try fo present· 

• some events of the l_ast five months of 1989. 

T.HE GRONINGEN CONFERENCE: 

In August 1989 a meeting of Oumran schofars was held in the Netherlands to 

end the celebrations of the 375. anniversary of the Rijksuniversife.it Groningen. The_ 

rnain subject of the. conference. was "The ·Texts of Qumran and the History of ·the 

Community". Numerous important papers were present_ed, first of all connected with 

presentation of new texts 6 ._· It _(~as .great .news, announced ·by Pr'o'fessor· E. _U 1-r i•c h 

on August 21, that the. Biblical texts· of Qumran Cave .4 which he received _·after the 



292 

death of ·Father P. S k e h a n in 1980 are ai most nearly ready for print 
7 

E. U I­

r i c h released "for private use only", two charts giving full data on progress in 

the publication. As some American newspapers (cf. • below) have made the news pu­

blic, I feel free to offer a few .details here. The chart No. 1 gives a list of "The 

Biblical Manuscripts from Qumran Cave 4", the number of volume of the Discoveries 

in the Judaean .Desert ~eries in which the text will be published and thi, name ·of the 

• editor. One hundred twenty seven manuscripts are listed which will appear in the se­

ries, in Volumes 9, 10 and 12. The disquettes of Volume 9, in which 35 manu­

scripts. will be presented on 55 plates prepared by P. S k eh an, E. U I rich arid 

R. Sandersen, are ready and according to promise of E. U I rich the vo­

lume really be brought.·out by the Oxford. University Press before the end of 1990. 

In this way the scholars interested will shortly have the following mam.:scripts 
. I I m r • s 

available:. paleoGen .._ paleoExod I paleoExod _. paleoDeut ..1 paleoDeut ..1 Isaiah (20 
• ) c a b 

manuscripts on 17 plates, paleoJob I h~~Lev _. h~~Lev _. LXXNum, h~~Deut, 

paleoUnid and UnidGreek. It seems that especially Biblical scholars interested in 

the critique. of the Hebrew text of Isaiah, Exodus, Deuteronomium and Leviticus 

should be pleased to have the new texts for comparison. 

Volume 10 of the DJD series will present forty six manuscripts on sixty eight 

plates and Volume 12, fifty two manuscripts on sixty one plates._ Thirty five manu-. . 
scripts and forty six plates of Volume 10 (in preparation by 11 scholars) are now 

ready, as are thirty eight manuscripts on forty ·tour plates of Volume 12 (in prepa­

ration by 8 scholars). Thal means that Volume 10 is ready in 76% (with 67% of pla­

tes) and Volume 12 in 73'.{ (with 72% of plates). The promised date of publication 

of all Biblical texts, 1993, looks realistic (in only the Oxford University Press do 

their best). 

The ·second important announcement made at the end of the Groningen confe­

rence concerned an attempt to create· an "International Association of the Dead Sea 

Scrolls Research". The following representatives were selected to form the Orga­

nizing Committee: 

H. Stegemann 

Pu e.c h from France, 

from Germany, G. • B r o o k e from England, E. 

J. 'Trebol·le from Spain, E. Ulrich from the 

U.S,A., E. Duhaime from Canada, E. Tov from Israel and J. van der 

W o u de from the Netherlands. 

The latt.er offered his. own help and that of his Oumran Institute at the Gro-

. ningen . University in creation of the association. Dr. F. G a r c i a • M a r t i n e z, 

who organized _the Groningen· Conference, offered to act as a temporary secretary 

of the organizing committee. The idea was accepted by the participants. and kno­

wing the manifold activities of F. G a r c i a M a r t i n e z, the creation of the 
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association can be expected soon. It is hoped that the East Europaean countries 

will not be· left aside. If the association is created, affiliation of East curopaean 

scholars would be possible at the next Mogilany colloquium in July 1991. 

THE 1989 MO.GILANY COLLOQUIUM 

The Second International Colloquium on the Dead Sea Scrolls was organized in 

memory of the Rev. Professor Jean Carmignac, who cooperated with 

the Oriental Committee of the Cracow Branch of the Polish- Academy of Sciences 

at the end of his life in such a friendly way
8

. The main subjects of the conference 

were the following: The Teacher of Righteousness in the Qumran Texts, Qumran 

and the New Testament, general studies on the Dead Sea Scrolls and the present 

state of Oumranology as a new branch of scholarly research. The proposals for. 

improving qumranology presented by the undersigned were fully discussed. For the 

first time· in the history of the ·discipline, the. participants unanimously voted a .se­

rious open appeal to all people and institutions interested to stop obstr.ucting pro­

gress in the D1cad Sea Scrolls studies, to give free access to the unpublished scrolls 

by printing plates with. photographs of manuscripts. before publishing • translations and 

i:om:nentaries of the texts, and to improve international cooperation in the field. 

F~rther suggestions concerned the necessity. of publicatiOn of new,· full- Oumran bi-· 

bliography, finishing the _Oumran dictionary project, etc. The text of. the Mogilany 

1989 Resolution was released unofficially in mid-October fo -give people time and to 

send their opinions before publication in. the Folia Orientalia. It· is printed officially 

in full in this issue of our annual, in its chronicle sedion
9

. Oni'y a few people sent 

us their comment_s, but I thi.nk that was connected with another important event, 

which took place in the U.S. A. in mid-November 1989, when the leading people 

• in charge of the publication of the Qumran scrolls met their opponents in Prince-. 

ton. That fact drew the attention of ·interested scholars away from the Mogilany 

Resolution, but the purpose of the Resolutio.n remains valid and more· people will 

. certainly ·sign it. The first letters accepting- the proposals of the resolution have 
10 

. come 

THE PRINCETQN MEETING 

On November 14th 1989 an evening meeting was organized in Princeton N, J, ·, 

by Ephraim Is a a_c s, the Director of the young (only four. years old)' Institute 

of Semitic Studies at the University of Princ_eton. This put an .end to the unplea­

sant situation that had arisen in the last few years, when critics of the present 

state of Qumran studies spoke with the old members ot the scrollery team only 



through letters or newspaper_men. The indefatigable Hershel Shs.nl<s has played 

a great role in this year's events as he has published a. few impressive articles in 

the Biblical Archaeology Review, directly or indirectly attacking the people and in­

stitutions involved in publications of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
11

. Even ·if the present 

writer would have preferred to see the main accents of .his attack piaced slightly 

differently and the attacks themselves. not to be .based on (somet_i mes) illusory 

authorities 12, he and his journal piayed a significant part ih turning public atten­

tion to the problem. His continuous attack made a strong impact first in the Ame­

rican and later on the· Europaean press. After many years· _of silence, dozens .of 

articles concerning the problem of the Dead se·a Scrolls come back to the front 
13 

pages of the leading newspapers and weekiies of the _world . In view of all this, 

it cannot be surprising that nearly twb hundred people, met in Princeton, among 

them not only scholars and people directly involved but also many journalists. Du­

ring the . meeting Prof. J. S t .r u g n e I I of Har~a~d Universi~y and Prof. E. 

U I r i c h of the University of Notre Dame disclosed .. "a· schedule. under· which much 

of the material_, foynd [ ... ] 

Sea, will be' 'published over 

in caves at Oumran on the. western shore of the. De.ad 
• 14 

the next 10 to. 12 years" . In the ensuing dispute, 

which was reported as "in an encounter . that al times • was as heated as. it was 
15 • .. 

rare" , the editors of the Dead Sea Scro.lls faced '.'t w·o of the critics who have 

denounced the secrecy surrounding hundreds of st i 11 unpublished texts from the 

scrolls!' 
16

. Prof. N. G o I b of the University ;f Chicago and H. S h a n k s the 

editor of the. Biblical Archaeology Review repeated shortly. and to the point their 

wel I known arguments concerning obstructive role played by their opponen_ts. They 

pointed out that quick publication· of the remaining scrolls is a mus.t for the deve­

lopment of. Qumran studies and that without it the .so-cailed hypothesis of Jerusa-
-·· 

!em origins of the Dead Sea Scrolls can not be v_erified. A critic of the pri,sent 

• situation, Prof.· N. Go I b, rightly st~essecl that "a generation of scholars viii! 

never get • a chance to study_ the documentsi• •17._ Besides the Biblical docum~nts 

which, as mentioned above, ar~ ·to be prese~ted in the DJD series Vol. 9, Prof.­

J .. ·s t rug n e 1 ·i announced the publication soon of_ 40~~1, • the 121-line soc--called 

L~tter of th~ Teacher· of ·Righteousn~ss. However; this docurne~t, which may ·become 

one of the key documents from Oumran was. completely unknown ti.11 1984, . when 'it 

was pr~sented. in _the preliminary way at the· Congress· of Bib!i,:'a! .Archaeology in 

Jerusalem 18. It seems that 36 years after the discovery of Oumran Caye 4 about 

25% to 50% of the ·doc:um~nts. found there will still remain unknown· for another 

decade. Even if new Biblical manuscripts will finall)I be: avail~ble in two or three 

years, scholars' main interest and a subject of disput_e _the n?n-Biblical texts will 

• remain.· Each Oumran • scholar will agree with Prof. N. ·Go I b ~,hen he says that 

"our understanding. of early Judaism _and early Christianity hinges on publication of 

the non-Biblical 
19 scrolls~ _. As Mr. J. Noble 

295 

Wilford of "The New York 

Times" put it, '"Liberating' of the Dead Scrolls from the Qumran-Essene hypothe­

sis, Dr. Golb believes, would ·ope~ the way for a new appraisal . of the ferment 

2. 000 years· ago when Chris,tianity took root and most Jews turned a"'!ay from Ju­

daism dominated by . the priesthood and began to evolve th_e rabbinical _Judaism that 
. t. ,,20 • 

has survived in his ory. . . . • _ 

The Princet~n • meeting had no immediate positive effects, apart from throwing. 

-a new light on the arguments of the opposing sides and giving. everi· mor_e • publicity 

. to the scrolls themselves. The· main a~gu~ent against pubiica~ion of plates Is the 

negative attitude of the Oxford University Press·, which "would ncit be amen_able to 

such a plan" 21 But to·. tell th·e truth, the· Oxford University Press publishers have 

never made any off_icial statement,_ conc~rning the problem. Wh~t- we know in fact 

is the infoi:mation. given by -Prof. _G. V er. m e s. in 198?° that the experienced 

editor of the DJD has. been'·retired for a few years. What I can .add Js -that one of 

the members bf the Qumran scrollery team·, ·whom I met in August 1989 1 •. after. 

a long conversation finally agreed th~t publicatio~ of the. plates with Ournran manu­

scripts is. possible. He even showed ~e original_ plates with his transliterations_ a~d 

philological co~ments. :All Qumran sthoi°~rs would.be -v~ry grateful to h•im If_ he would 

decide to publish his manuscripts without waitin'g for the decision of his colleagues.· 

Other scholars· may riot be ready to rev_eal the present _state .of their work; b1.Jf 

~ome of them could certainly de~ide to print pl~tes and their readings. Let u.s hope 

that this year's battle· of the Dead Se~ Scrolls- will remind ther,.; their. own first. 

and sec~nd battle of the scrolls in the ·1950s, and help them lo ta~e a proper de-:­

cision .. The Princeton meetin~ again exposed ;;_· great moral er.Isis fn_ the d(scipline. 

E .. I 5 a a c s is certa;nl/ right' in saying that the. conference was a _success; "It •·s 

aJways better for people to ·speak directly. -to ea~h other"
22

, and _that: has· no_w 

happened for .the first time··. !Will it be _a· tu~rii'.';· poi~t in the battle?, In a time. of_ 

politic.al' ·solidarit; and pluralism spreading _in the world the· ·narrow Oumran: drcle • 

remains 25 selfish as the Amazonians are. in • cutting tropical forests heeding the 

of- results of their policy. Do they not understand th~t ·they a~e not. owners of the 

•. • V woul·d certa'1nly not ·have_ liked. the_ir polic_y_, documents and _that Father de • a u x 

that .all manuscripts bel.ong to all- ·of us as t,hey are connected with the roots of our • 

religion, our·. culture and civills~tion? 
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Notes 

1 The best chronicle of events is available in J. C. T-r ever, ·The Dead Sea 
Scrolls. A Personal Account, 3rd ed., Upland, CA 1988 [Appendix II: Outline of the 
Dead Sea Scroll Story], pp. 195-206. 

2 A new phase in the interpretation of the Qumran documents started with pu­
blication of N. Go I b's article: The Problem of Origin and Identification of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls, Proceedings of.the American Philosophical Society 124, No. 1, 
1980, pp. 1-24. • 

3 A Reporter at Large. The Scro I ls from the Dead Sea, "The New Y crker" May 
14, 1955, pp. 45-121. The article appeared as a separate book under the title: The 
Scrolls from the Dead Sea, New York 1955. 

4 The battles are pr;'esented in an interesting way· by A. N. G i Ike s, The 
Impact of the Dead Sea Scrolls, London 1962, pp. 68-96 and 119-145. 

•5 Only some of them· can be presented here, The Oumran problems were also 
discussed .during 1989 meeting of the Society of Biblical Utera_ture and some other 
institutions .. Cf. Annual .!:'.)eeting 1989 American Academy of Religion I Society of 
Biblical Literature and ASOR 1 18-21 November ~ Anaheim.,__.£~ [Erogram prin-
ted in Atla_nta, GA 1989, Scholars Pres~-, pp. 75 and 95. • • 

6 Cf. mimeographed prog~a~: The Texts of Oumran anc The History of the Com­
r:!)Unity. 20-23 August 1983. Progr3m and Abstracts [Groningen 198~, pp. 1-19. 

7 Cf. E. U I r i c h·, The Biblical Scrolls from Oumran Cave 4: A Progress 
Report on Their Publication ITnu _The Texts of Oumran ... , p. 3 and his previous re­
port: Horizons of Old Testament Textual Research at the Thirtieth. Anniversary of 
Qumran·cave 4, Catholic Biblical Quarterly 46, 1984, pp. 613-636. 

8 Cf. Z. J. k aper a, Life and Activity of Rev. Jean Carmignac (in Po­
lish), Ruch Bib(ijny i Liturgiczny 40, 1987, pp. 119-132. 

9 Cf. Z. J. Kaper a, The ·second lnternatiomd ·colloquium 0n the Dead Sea 
Scrolls, Mooilany near Cracow 1 1989, Folia Orientalia 26, 1989. Cf. also H. 
Shanks' . article in the January-February 1990 issue of the Biblical Archaeology 

• Review ~BAf-0. • 

•
1° For example, a letter of Dec~mber 13, 1989, .from Mr. Loweli S. Ro­

ber t son (Kansas City, Mo) signed on behalf of "International Committee for 
Full _Publication ·of the Dead Sea Scrolls". • 

11 .• 
Cf. H. Shanks, . At Least Publish The . Dead .Sea Scrolls Timetable!, BAR 

15,3 (May-June 1989), pp. 56-58; Dead Sea Scrolls Scandal. Israel's Department of 
Antiquities Joins Conspiracy to .Keep Scro I ls Secret; BAR 1?, 4 • (July-August 1989), 
pp. ·18-21, 55; What Should Be Done About the Unpublished Dead Sea Scrolls? BAR 
15, 5 (September-October 1989), pp. 18-22; New Hope for the. Unpublished Dead Sea 
Scrolls, BAR 15,6 (November-December 1989), pp. 55-56, 74. Cf, also .his article 
in the January-February 1990 issue of the BAR. • • 

•
12 

As for example in his articl~: H. S [hank sJ, Debate on E~och Stifled For 
30 Years While One Scholar Studied Dead Sea Scrolls Fragm.~, BAR 3,2 (March­
-Ap,-1I 1987), p. 34. Cf. my opinion in the mc1tter: The Present State of Qumrano­
~. Folia .Orientalla 26, 1989. 

• 
13 

Cf. their list 1/ my article: On .-The Most Recent Developments in ·oumrano­
~. Folia Orientalia 26, 1989 .. The list ·can be suppl·emented with: R. N. 0 s t­
I in g, Secrets of the Dead Sea Scrolls. A scholarly squabble over an.. archaeolo-

,. 
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~ treasure, the "Time" magazine August 14, 1989, pp. 7.1-72; H. Shapiro, 
Unrolling the Dead Sea Scrolls, "The Jerusalem Post Magazine" September 29, 
1989, pp. 10-11; G. D. Moffet 111, Demand Grows for Dead Sea Scrolls. 
Slow ~ cf publication for the Biblical manuscripts found 42 years ago irks some 
scholars, "The Christian Science Monitor" November 20, 1989, p. 12. 

14 J. L. Frank Ii n, Scholarly Clash for the Dead Sea Scrolls, "The Boston 
Globe" November 15, 1989. Cf. also: R. Atkin, A "Dead" Issue Comes Alive, 
"The Christian Science Monitor" November 20, 1989, p. 12. 

15 J. L. F r a n k I i n, I. cit. 

16 L ·t 
~ 

17 As quoted by M. S p e c t e r, Dead Sea Scrolls: Open to Whom?, "The 
Washington Post" November 15, 1989. • Reprinted in the "International Herald Tri-
bune" on November 16, 1989. ) 

18 Cf. E. Qimron, J. Strugnell, An Unpublished Halakhic Letter 
from Qumran Dn:J Biblical Archaeolo Toda , Proceedin s of the International Con­
gress ..2.!J._ Biblical Archaeology, Jerusalem, April 1984, Jerusalem 1985], pp. 400-
-407. Not only such important documents as 4Q~~I are still unavailable. Even the 
list of the .manuscripts prepared in 1980 (and the museum numbers of photographs) 
was long kept closed among the scrollery members circle. Even more shocking is 
the announcement that a new catalogue of about 200 pages (in_ preparation by an 
unnamed young scholar) will mention as many as one third again the earlier number 
of plates and half again the number of photos. (Cf. H. Shan'ks'· article publi­
shed in BAR November-December 1989.) The previous catalogue of documents 
"Catala of the Dead Sea Scrolls", computer printing dated April 1981,· 104 pages, 
6538 lines finally obtained ~olars is in fad worthless as requests for unpubli-
shed documents made on its basis are rejected. • 

• 19 Quoted from the article by D. K ova c h, Scholars Wants Rights to Dead 
Sea Scrolls, "The Times" (New Jersey) November 15, 1989. 

2° Cf. Scholars .Clash (Sharply) Over Origins of the Dead Sea· Scrolls, "The New 
Y.ork Times" (Science Times) November 15, 1989. 

21 D. Kovach, ~ 
22 

b.:....£1.h 
L"he writing of this short article would not have been possible without the 

help of participants of the Mogilany colloquia, Prof. R. Eisenman, Prof. N. 
Go I b and H. Shanks, who have kindly supplied me with the texts of articles 

appearing in the United States. I should like to express my deep gratitude to all 

of them.] 
[January, 16, 1990] 
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