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JERZY CHMIEL
Pontifical Theological Academy
Cracow

OPENING ADDRESS

Mr President, Mr Executive Director
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear and distinguished Guests and Friends,

On behalf of the Pontifical Academy of Theology in Cracow as its vice-
rector and on behalf of the Oriental Committee of the Polish Academy of
Sciences - Cracow Branch as its chairman, I have pleasure in welcoming all
of you in Cracow, a city full of historical monuments and relics and at the
same time, aspiring to keep up with contemporary times and merge the past
with the 21st century.

Let me emphasise the fact that the International Meeting of the Society of
Biblical Literature 1998 in Cracow is not a coincidence.

Cracow University, now for many years called the Jagiellonian Univer-
sity, one of the oldest European universities, was established in 1364. Last
year we celebrated the sexcentenary of the foundation of the Faculty of The-
ology at the University. In 1397 the young Queen of Poland, Saint Hedvig
(Jadwiga, 25), wife of King Wiadystaw Jagietto, sensing her own death, do-
nated all her jewellery for the purpose of re-founding the Cracow University.
With this act a new academic year was officially opened. The Faculty of
Theology ranked highest in the University’s hierarchy. It was to serve the
work of evagelization of the vast Lithuanian-Russian lands.

Next year, 1999, will mark the quatercentenary of the publication of, not
the first but the best, Polish translation of the Bible by Jakub Wujek, a Jesuit
theologian and translator.

Cracow will greet the year 2000 as a “European City of Culture”. The
history of the Jagiellonian University forms an essential part of Polish his-
tory. It is also part of the European cultural heritage. Cracow and the Wawel



