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CLAUDIUS PTOLEMAEUS IN THE EYES OF THE ARABS 
IN THE EXAMPLE OF AL-QAZWiNi 

Introduction 

Zakariya' ibn Mu};lammad ibn MalJmud al-Qazwzni(l203-l283)- an Ara­
bic cosmographer and geographer lived and worked mainly in Damascus. 
He travelled a lot in Syria, Persia and Iraq, ~here he held the position of 
qacji (judge). The author of the two eminent works: Kitab 'aga 'ib al-mabJuqat 
wagara 'ib al-mawgudat (Marvels of Created Things and their Singuliarities) 
- a cosmography considered the best of the kind in Arabic literature (hence 
the nickname of Arabic Pliny); and Kitab atar al-bilad wa ah.bar al- 'ibad 
(Souvenirs of Lands and Human Lore)- a sort of universal geography, was 
known for his careful citing of the sources. Among others he quoted various 
ancient Men of Science. In this article we will refer to Al-QazwfaI's views 
on Claudius Ptolemy. 

Life and Work of Ptolemy 

"Out of Greece came Bifulfmiis (Ptolemy), the author of 'Almagest', who 
managed to know the movements of the caelestial spheres along with star 
orbits on the basis of mathematical reasons. He also mentioned that some 
of the stars move from the west eastwards and some others in the opposite 
direction. Some of them move quickly while the others slowly. Some stars 
rotaie, some others revolve yet stillothers circle. The movements of the stars 
are subjected to the movements of the spheres 1 - and those in turn are di­
vided into the ones which go round the E,arth and the others that do not. 

1 See: al-FarabI in: Al-Fiiriibf, Kommentarii k' "Almagestu" Ptolemeya, edit. by A. 
Kubiesova and G. ad-Dabbah, Alma-Ata 1975, p.49-53. 


