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Abstract
7KLV� SDSHU� IRFXVHV� RQ� FRQWHPSRUDU\� OLQJXLVWLF� GHYHORSPHQWV� LQ� WKDW�

YDULHW\�RI�1HR�$UDPDLF�FRPPRQO\�FDOOHG�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ��$OWKRXJK�ZLGHO\�
used as an oral medium in a variety of domains belonging to everyday life, 
as well as in modern and traditional literature (both as an oral and a written 
PHGLXP���LW�LV�ODJJLQJ�EHKLQG�LQ�WKH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�PDQ\�PRGHUQ�FRQFHSWV��VXFK�
DV�LQ�WHFKQRORJ\��SROLWLFV��HWF����7KH�OH[LFDO�DQG�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�SUREOHPV�IDFHG�
E\� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�ZLOO� EH�PDGH� HYLGHQW� WKURXJK� WKH� DQDO\VLV� RI�PXOWLOLQJXDO�
�ZLWK�$UDELF� DQG�RU� (QJOLVK� DORQJVLGH�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�� SROLWLFDO� GRFXPHQWV�
IURP�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,UDT�

���0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ��IURP�HQGDQJHUPHQW�WR�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�Ausbau
ODQJXDJH�

$OO� WKH� 0RGHUQ� $UDPDLF� YDULHWLHV� DUH� FHUWDLQO\� HQGDQJHUHG�� PDQ\� RI�
WKHP� SUREDEO\� H[WLQFW� RU� QHDUO\� VR�� 7KH� JUDGXDO�� FHQWXULHV�ORQJ� GHFOLQH� DQG�
ODQJXDJH� VKLIW� GUDPDWLFDOO\� LQFUHDVHG� PRPHQWXP� LQ� WKH� ODVW� KXQGUHG� \HDUV��
ZLWK�WKH�SK\VLFDO�PDVVDFUH�DQG�GLVSODFHPHQW�RI�PDQ\�VSHDNHUV�RI�1RUWKHDVWHUQ�
1HR�$UDPDLF� �KHQFHIRUWK�� 1(1$��� WKRVH� ZKR� VXUYLYHG� WKH� )LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�
PDVVDFUHV�±�WKH�Qa̪OƗ�˒�µDPƗ�VǌUD\Ɨ��WKH�$VV\ULDQ�*HQRFLGH��LQ�ZKLFK�IURP�����
WR�����WKRXVDQG�$VV\ULDQV�IRXQG�WKHLU�GHDWK�DW�WKH�KDQGV�RI�7XUNV�DQG�.XUGV�DQG�
PDQ\�RWKHUV�ZHQW�LQWR�H[LOH��.KRVRUHYD�������±�KDG�WR�IDFH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�WKH�
HQGOHVV�SHUVHFXWLRQ�RI�WKH�7XUNLVK�JRYHUQPHQW�DJDLQVW�PLQRULWLHV��7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�
LV�QRW�PXFK�EHWWHU�LQ�,UDT��ZKHUH�WKH�GUDPDWLF�SROLWLFDO�VWUXJJOHV�WKDW�EHOHDJXHUHG�

�� $FFRUGLQJ�WR�,WDOLDQ�DFDGHPLF�UHJXODWLRQV��ZH�GHFODUH�WKDW�)DELR�*DVSDULQL�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�
RI�VHFWLRQV����³0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ���´��DQG����³Ausbau�DQG�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ��WKH�GDWD´���DQG�0DXUR�
7RVFR�LV�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�VHFWLRQ����³&RQFOXVLRQV´��RI�WKH�SUHVHQW�DUWLFOH�
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WKLV�FRXQWU\�SXVKHG�PDQ\�VSHDNHUV�WR�HPLJUDWLRQ��$UDPDLF�LV�EHWWHU�SUHVHUYHG�
DPRQJ� WKH� UXUDO� SRSXODWLRQ� LQ� WKH� 1RUWK�� ZKHUH� DGKHUHQWV� RI� WKH� &KXUFK� RI�
WKH� (DVW� �WKH� ³$VV\ULDQV´�� ZLWKVWRRG� WKH� $UDEL]DWLRQ� SURFHVV� WKDW� KHDYLO\�
LQYROYHG�&KDOGHDQV��6DYj�DQG�7RVFR��������$V�UHPDUNHG�E\�2ZHQV���������LW�
LV� GLI¿FXOW� LQ� VXFK� D� VLWXDWLRQ� WR� DSSO\�.UDXVV¶� ������� LQGLFDWRUV� RI� ODQJXDJH�
YLWDOLW\� DQG� HQGDQJHUPHQW� �HVSHFLDOO\� WKH� PRVW� FUXFLDO� RQH�� LQWHUJHQHUDWLRQDO�
ODQJXDJH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ��GXH�WR�VKHHU�ODFN�RI�XSGDWHG��UHOLDEOH�GDWD��&HUWDLQO\��DQG�
QRWZLWKVWDQGLQJ�WKH�UHFHQW�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�PRWKHU�WRQJXH�HGXFDWLRQ�ZKLFK�ZLOO�
EH�GHWDLOHG�EHORZ��LOOLWHUDF\�LV�ZLGHVSUHDG�DQG�QDWLYH�VSHDNHUV�WHQG�WR�FRGHVZLWFK�
ZLWK�$UDELF��2GLVKR������������

7KXV��LI�ZH�DSSO\�WKHVH�FULWHULD�WR�1(1$��ZH�VHH�WKDW�DSDUW�IURP�%DU]DQL�
-HZLVK�1HR�$UDPDLF�±�D�E\�QRZ�H[WLQFW�,UDTL�-HZLVK�GLDOHFW�±�DQG�WKH�GH¿QLWHO\�
HQGDQJHUHG�%RKWDQ�1HR�$UDPDLF�±�D�GLDOHFW�VSRNHQ�LQ�*HRUJLD�E\�D�SRSXODWLRQ�
RULJLQDOO\�FRPLQJ� IURP� WKH�7XUNLVK�3URYLQFH�RI�ùÕUQDN��ZKRVH������VSHDNHUV�
DUH�DOO�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH� �ZKLOH�\RXQJHU�JHQHUDWLRQV� WHQG� WR�XVH�*HRUJLDQ�
or Russian) no other NENA varieties are listed as endangered languages in the 
UNESCO Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger��0RVHOH\�������

/DQJXDJH�SODQQLQJ�PD\�WU\�WR�³UHYHUVH�ODQJXDJH�VKLIW´��)LVKPDQ�������
DQG�IRUHVWDOO�HQGDQJHUPHQW�DQG�LPPLQHQW�ODQJXDJH�ORVV�WKURXJK�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
DQ�RI¿FLDO��VWDQGDUGL]HG�DQG�XQL¿HG�YDULHW\��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQHVFDSDEOH�
OLQN��FI��7RVFR�������EHWZHHQ�HQGDQJHUPHQW�DQG�DQ�Ausbausprache, a “language 
E\�GHYHORSPHQW´�ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�GHOLEHUDWHO\�UHVKDSHG�LQ�RUGHU�WR�VXLW�PRVW��LQ�
SULQFLSOH��all��GRPDLQV�RI�PRGHUQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��.ORVV��������$XVEDXL]DWLRQ
�FI��7RVFR�������±�WKH�SURFHVV�RI�FUHDWLRQ�RI�DQ�Ausbau�ODQJXDJH�±�LV�¿UVW�DQG�
IRUHPRVW�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�ZULWWHQ�GRPDLQV��EHFDXVH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�FXOWXUH�
DQG� LWV�QRZDGD\V�JOREDO� VSKHUH�RI� LQÀXHQFH�DQ\�FRQVFLRXV�HIIRUW� WR� ODQJXDJH�
UHVKDSLQJ�KDV� WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�PDLQO\�RQ� LWV�ZULWWHQ� IRUP�� ,Q�D�ZRUOG�RI�JOREDO�
LQWHUDFWLRQV��YLUWXDOO\�HYHU\�YDULHW\�LV�H[SRVHG�WR�FRQWDFW�DQG�LQÀXHQFH�FRPLQJ�
from more widespread or “stronger” languages, and, for identity reasons, they 
PD\�FRPH�WR�GHYHORS�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�SUHYHQW�WKH�GRPLQDQW�LGHQWLW\�WR�RYHUZKHOP�
WKHLU�RZQ��FI��3DUSROD��������7KH\�PD\�RSW�IRU�HLWKHU�FRQVHUYDWLYH�RU�LQQRYDWLYH�
VWUDWHJLHV�� 7KH\�PD\�� H�J��� UHVRUW� WR� DQ� ROG�� HYHQ� VDFUHG� ODQJXDJH� DQG� WU\� WR�
UHYLWDOL]H� DQG� OH[LFDOO\� HQULFK� LW�� LQVWHDG� RI� GHYHORSLQJ� WKHLU� RZQ� YHUQDFXODU��
:LWKLQ�WKH�$UDPDLF�ZRUOG��WKLV�LV�EHLQJ�GRQH�E\�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�6\ULDF�2UWKRGR[�
FKXUFK�� ZKHUH� &ODVVLFDO� 6\ULDF� �FDOOHG� leshono khtobonoyo� ±� WKH� ³ZULWWHQ�
ODQJXDJH´��LV�VRPHKRZ�XVHG�DV�D�VSRNHQ�PHGLXP��$V�UHPDUNHG�E\�.LUD]���������
LW�LV�SUREDEO\�WKH�DEVHQFH�RI�D�OLWHUDU\�YDULHW\�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�ZKLFK�SURPSWHG�WKHVH�
0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF�VSHDNHUV�WR�UHVRUW�WR�&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF�

$� OLWHUDU\� YDULHW\� RI� WKH� YHUQDFXODU� KDV� GHYHORSHG� LQVWHDG�PRUH� WR� WKH�
east among speakers of NENA, who are mostly adherents of the Chaldean
&KXUFK�DQG�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�WKH�(DVW��WUDGLWLRQDOO\�±�DQG�PLVWDNHQO\�±�FDOOHG�
³1HVWRULDQV´��±�EDFNHG�E\�D�VL]HDEOH�QXPEHU�RI�-HZV��7KLV�XQLTXH�GHYHORSPHQW�
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RI� D�0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF�ZULWWHQ� ODQJXDJH� JRHV� EDFN� DW� OHDVW� WR� WKH� ��th� FHQWXU\�
DQG�WKH�ULVH�RI�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�6FKRRO�RI�$OTRVK��0XUUH�YDQ�GHQ�%HUJ��������EXW�
UHFHLYHG�D�GHFLVLYH�WKUXVW�RQO\�PXFK�ODWHU�ZLWK�WKH�koiné developed towards the 
HQG�RI�WKH���th�FHQWXU\�LQ�8UPLD�E\�:HVWHUQ�PLVVLRQDULHV��IROORZHG�LQ�LWV�WXUQ�E\�
WKH�VKRUW�OLYHG�OLWHUDU\�ODQJXDJH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�µ��V�DQG�
µ��V�RI�WKH�SDVW�FHQWXU\��$PRQJ�WKH�PDQ\�QDPHV�XVHG�LQ�OLWHUDWXUH�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKLV�
YDULHW\� �UHÀHFWLQJ� WKH�EHZLOGHULQJ�FRQIXVLRQ�RI�GHQRPLQDWLRQV� IRU� WKH�VSRNHQ�
YDULHWLHV�RI�0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF��RQ�ZKLFK�FI��+HLQULFKV��������ZH�VWLFN�WR�Modern
Assyrian��SUREDEO\�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�ODEHO�

5HFHQWO\�� FKDQJLQJ� FXOWXUDO� DQG� SROLWLFDO� FRQGLWLRQV� KDYH� IDYRXUHG�
D�UHVXUJHQFH�LQ�1RUWKHUQ�,UDT��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V�DQG�IROORZLQJ�WKH�)LUVW�
*XOI�:DU��0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF� UHFHLYHG�D�PRGLFXP�RI�RI¿FLDO� UHFRJQLWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
ODUJHO\�DXWRQRPRXV�.XUGLVK�DUHDV��$V�DSWO\�SXW�E\�2GLVKR�������������µWKHUH�DUH�
VWURQJ�LQGLFDWLRQV� WKDW�\HW�DQRWKHU�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�KDV�EHHQ�LQ� WKH�PDNLQJ�VLQFH�
HDUO\�����V¶��2GLVKR�����������

%DFNHG�E\�WKH�Assyrian Democratic Movement��0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF�HQWHUHG�
WKH�VFKRRO�V\VWHP��¿UVW�LQ�SULPDU\�VFKRROV�DQG�ODWHU�LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�OHYHOV��
$V�GHWDLOHG�LQ�2GLVKR���������0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�LV�XVHG�HLWKHU�DV�D�PHGLXP�RI�
LQVWUXFWLRQ��SUHVXPDEO\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�SULPDU\�VFKRROV��RU�DV�D�VXEMHFW�LQ�VFKRROV�
RSHUDWLQJ�LQ�.XUGLVK�

7KH� UHVXOWV� DUH� LPSUHVVLYH��$OO� LQ� DOO�� 2GLVKR� ������� ���� SXWV� IRUZDUG�
D�¿JXUH�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\������� IRU� WKH� VWXGHQWV�FXUUHQWO\�HQUROOHG� LQ� VFKRROV�
ZKHUH�0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF�LV�HLWKHU�WKH�PHGLXP�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQ�RU�D�VXEMHFW��DQG�WR�RYHU�
�������WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDYH�JRQH�WKURXJK�WKH�QHZ�FXUULFXOXP�
:KDW�ODQJXDJH�LV�WDXJKW�DQG�XVHG�LV�QRW�RYHUWO\�FOHDU��2GLVKR��������FRQVLVWHQWO\�
VSHDNV�LQ�KLV�DUWLFOH�RI�³6\ULDF�´�DOWKRXJK�KH�ODWHU�TXDOL¿HV�WKH�YDULHW\�XVHG�LQ�
VFKRRO� DV� µ6WDQGDUG�0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF� HQULFKHG�ZLWK�PRUH�ROG�$UDPDLF�ZKHUH�
QHFHVVDU\¶��2GLVKR������������7KH�ODEHO�³0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ´��RU�³$VV\ULDQ´�tout
court���VR�IUHTXHQW�LQ�QDWLRQDOLVW�ZULWLQJV��LV�DYRLGHG�DOWRJHWKHU��

7KH�VDPH�WHUPLQRORJLFDO�DPELJXLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FODVVLFDO�DQG�WKH�PRGHUQ�
³YHUQDFXODU´�ODQJXDJH�V��ORRPV�ODUJH�LQ�PRGHUQ�GD\�,UDT��WKXV��$UWLFOH�����RI�WKH�
,UDTL�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��DIWHU�GHFODULQJ�$UDELF�DQG�.XUGLVK�WKH�RI¿FLDO�ODQJXDJHV�RI�WKH�
FRXQWU\��UHFRJQL]HV�µ>7@KH�ULJKW�RI�,UDTLV�WR�HGXFDWH�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�WKHLU�PRWKHU�
WRQJXH��VXFK�DV�7XUNPHQ��6\ULDF��DQG�$UPHQLDQ�¶�DQG�LQ�DUWLFOH�����HVWDEOLVKHV�
WKDW� µ>7@KH� 7XUNRPHQ� [sic]� ODQJXDJH� DQG� WKH� 6\ULDF� ODQJXDJH� DUH� WZR� RWKHU�
RI¿FLDO�ODQJXDJHV�LQ�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�XQLWV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�FRQVWLWXWH�GHQVLW\�RI�
SRSXODWLRQ¶��KWWS���ZZZ�XQLUDT�RUJ�GRFXPHQWV�LUDTLBFRQVWLWXWLRQ�SGI��

�� 7KH�ODEHO�³$VV\ULDQ´�VHHPV�WR�EH�IDYRUHG�E\�DGKHUHQWV�RI�WKH�&KXUFK�RI�WKH�(DVW��WKH�
VR�FDOOHG�1HVWRULDQV��DQG�WKH�PRUH�UDGLFDO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV��7KH�DYRLGDQFH�RI�WKLV�WHUP�LV�SUREDEO\�
GXH�WR�DQ�HIIRUW�WR�H[FOXGH�DQ\�SDURFKLDOLVP�

%XLOGLQJ�D�³QHZ´�6HPLWLF�ODQJXDJH��OH[LFDO�HQULFKPHQW�LQ�PRGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ���
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2I� FRXUVH�� 6\ULDF� LV�� WHFKQLFDOO\� VSHDNLQJ�� KDUGO\� DQ\ERG\¶V� ³PRWKHU�
WRQJXH�´�%XW�DOVR�³0RGHUQ�$UDPDLF´�LV��RI�FRXUVH��DQ�DPELJXRXV�ODEHO��:LWKRXW�
WDNLQJ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WKH�VSRNHQ�YDULHWLHV��HYHQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�ZULWWHQ�ODQJXDJH�
RQH�PD\�ZLWQHVV�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�

7KH� ��th�FHQWXU\� 8UPLD�EDVHG� ZULWWHQ� ODQJXDJH� KDV� QRW� EHHQ� ZLWKRXW�
VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDQJHV�� LWVHOI� D� OLWHUDU\� koiné� EDVHG�� DV� DQWLFLSDWHG�� XSRQ� WKH�
ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�8UPLD�3ODLQ��LW�ZDV�OLQJXLVWLFDOO\�FKDQJHG�DQG�HQULFKHG�DIWHU�WKH�
WUDJLF�HYHQWV�RI� WKH�)LUVW�:RUOG�:DU�DQG� WKH�PDVVLYH�UHVHWWOHPHQW�RI�$UDPDLF�
VSHDNHUV�LQ�WKH�XUEDQ�FHQWUHV�RI�,UDT��OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�XVXDO�SKHQRPHQD�RI�GLDOHFWDO�
EOHQGLQJ�DQG�OHYHOLQJ��2GLVKR�������������������LGHQWL¿HV�D�PRUH�UHFHQW�koiné
2��FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�VWURQJ�LQÀXHQFH�RI�1RUWKHUQ�,UDTL�$UDPDLF�YDULHWLHV��ERWK�RI�
the mountain (Ashirat��DQG�WKH�3ODLQ�RI�0RVXO��2GLVKR���������������HODERUDWHV�
RQ�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�koiné 1 and koiné 2 and mentions as distinguishing 
OH[LFDO�IHDWXUHV�RI�WKH�ODWWHU�LWV�OH[LFDO�HQULFKPHQW�WKURXJK�6\ULDF�DQG�D�VKLIW�IURP�
7XUNLVK�DQG�3HUVLDQ�DV�D�VRXUFH�RI�ORDQZRUGV�WR�HLWKHU�6\ULDF�EDVHG�QHRORJLVPV�
RU�ZRUGV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�,UDTL�FROORTXLDOV�

2I�FRXUVH��KHUH�DV�HOVHZKHUH�VFKRRO�DQG�SXULVW�WHQGHQFLHV�JR�KDQG�LQ�KDQG��
1RW�VXUSULVLQJO\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�2GLVKR������������µ>(@YHQ�LQ�JUDPPDU�DQG�V\QWD[��
koiné ��LV�VKRZLQJ�PRUH�RI�D�WHQGHQF\�RI�DOLJQLQJ�LWVHOI�ZLWK�2OG�$UDPDLF�WKDQ�
koiné ��GLG�¶�([DPSOHV�RI�VXFK�SXULVWLF�WHQGHQFLHV�DUH�RI�FRXUVH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�LQ�
PDQ\�PLQRULW\� ODQJXDJHV�� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH� IUHTXHQW� FRUUHODWLRQ� RI� SXULVP�ZLWK�
HQGDQJHUPHQW��FI��7RVFR�������������

1RW�PXFK�LV�NQRZQ�DERXW�WKH�SUHVHQW�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�
RXW� RI� WKH� VFKRRO� V\VWHP��$JDLQVW� DQ\� IRNORUL]DWLRQ� RI� WKH�PLQRULW\� ODQJXDJH�
�FI��7RVFR��������.ORVV��������VWUHVVHV�WKDW�LV�QRW�VR�PXFK�EHOOHWULVWLF�OLWHUDWXUH�
WKDW�FDQ�PDNH�XS�D�QHZ�Ausbausprache��EXW�LWV�XVH�LQ�D�PXOWLSOLFLW\�RI�UROHV�DQG�
IXQFWLRQV��SROLWLFV��HFRPRQ\��DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��7KH�VFDUFLW\�RI�SROLWLFDO�GRFXPHQWV�
LQ�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�1HW�DQG�DQDO\]HG�LQ�*DVSDULQL���������DQG�WKH�
SDUDOOHO�ZHDOWK�RI�GDWD�VWHPPLQJ�IURP�$VV\ULDQ�FXOWXUDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQWV�
DQG�ZULWWHQ�LQ�$UDELF�DQG�RU�(QJOLVK�VHHP�WR�SRLQW�WR�D�VWLOO�LQVXI¿FLHQW�OH[LFDO�
DQG�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�LQ�PDQ\�¿HOGV�RI�PRGHUQ��
³KLJKHU´�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ��

7KH� IROORZLQJ� SDJHV� DUH� GHYRWHG� WR� D� FULWLFDO� GLVFXVVLRQ� RI� D� IHZ�
GHYHORSPHQWV�LQ�WKH��SROLWLFDO�ODQJXDJH�

2. Ausbau and Modern Assyrian: the data
,Q�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�DOO�WKH�XVXDO�PHFKDQLVPV�RI�ODQJXDJH�HQULFKPHQW�DUH�

IRXQG��7KH\�FDQ�EH�OLVWHG��grosso modo��XQGHU�WKH�UXEULFV�RI�WKH�adaptation of 
H[LVWLQJ�PDWHULDO��UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ���WKH�elaboration of new words through native 
�RU�� LQ� FDVH�� ERUURZHG�� PRUSKRORJLFDO� PDFKLQHU\� �GHULYDWLRQ��� calquing, and 
borrowing�
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7KH�OLQJXLVWLF�VRXUFHV�IRU�RXU�ZRUN�FRPH�IURP�WKH�,QWHUQHW��GLUHFW�VRXUFHV�
EHLQJ�KDUGO\�DYDLODEOH��7KH� LQWHUHVW�RI� WKHVH� VRXUFHV� VWHPV�DOVR� IURP� WKH� IDFW�
WKDW� DQ�$UDELF� RU�(QJOLVK� YHUVLRQ� �RU�� LQ� D� IHZ� FDVHV�� HYHQ�ERWK�� LV� DYDLODEOH�
�DFWXDOO\��WKHVH�ODQJXDJHV�DUH�PXFK�PRUH�XVHG�WKDQ�LQ�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�LQ�WKLV�
NLQG� RI� GRFXPHQWV��� 7KH� FRPSDULVRQ� ZLWK�$UDELF� DQG�RU� (QJOLVK� PDNHV� WKH�
VSHFLDO�SUREOHPV�IDFHG�E\�WKH�$XVEDXL]DWLRQ of Modern Assyrian all the more 
HYLGHQW�

7KHUH�LV�DQ�DEXQGDQFH�RI�$VV\ULDQ�JURXSV�SOD\LQJ�DQ�DFWLYH�UROH�DOO�DURXQG�
WKH�1HW�DQG�UDQJLQJ�RYHU�D�ZLGH�YDULHW\�RI�VXEMHFWV��IURP�SROLWLFV��WR�FXOWXUH��WR�
OLQJXLVWLFV��7KLV� FRORQL]DWLRQ�RI� WKH�ZHE�� DQ� LQFLGHQWDO� HIIHFW� RI� WKH�GLDVSRUD��
KDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�VWURQJ� OLQNV�EHWZHHQ�$VV\ULDQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DURXQG� WKH�ZRUOG��
FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�VWURQJO\�FHPHQW�WKH�QDWLRQDOLVW�ERQG�FRQQHFWLQJ�WKHP�DQG�WR�NHHS�
WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�FXOWXUH�DOLYH��$VV\ULDQ�SROLWLFDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�KDG�YDULRXV�XSV�DQG�
GRZQV�VWDUWLQJ�IURP�WKH�$PHULFDQ�LQYDVLRQ�RI�,UDT��$PRQJ�WKH�PDQ\�SROLWLFDO�
parties, the Assyrian Democratic Movement is the only one seating in the National
3DUOLDPHQW��7KH�¿UVW�RI¿FLDO�HOHFWLRQV�WR�ZKLFK�$VV\ULDQ�SDUWLHV�WRRN�SDUW�ZHUH�
WKRVH�RI���th�-DQXDU\������IRU�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�&RQVWLWXHQW�$VVHPEO\��ZKHUH�
WKH�$'0�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�<RQDGDP�.KDQQD�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�&KULVWLDQ�PHPEHU�� LQ�
WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�HOHFWLRQV�LQ�,UDTL�.XUGLVWDQ�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�SDUWLHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�
Kurdish Democratic Patriotic Alliance�ZRQ���VHDWV��*DVSDULQL�����������

'UDZLQJ� PDLQO\� RQ� *DVSDULQL� �������� ZH� ZLOO� DQDO\]H� WKH� OH[LFDO�
HQULFKPHQW� RI�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ� LQ� WKH� VHPDQWLF� ¿HOG� RI� SROLWLFV��2XU� FRUSXV�
ZLOO�FRQVLVW�RI�WZR�SROLWLFDO�GHFODUDWLRQV� from the Assyrian Universal Alliance,�

3 7H[W� ���� KWWS���ZZZ�DXD�QHW�1HZV�UHOHDVHV����������SGI� �´%ƞԸNǍO\Ƙ� <ǍQDԸDQ�� $8$�
&RQGHPQV�WKH�%DUEDULF�$JJUHVVLRQ�RI�2XU�3HRSOH�LQ�,UDT�µ�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GDWH��1RYHPEHU����������
ODVW�DFFHVVHG��2FWREHU������������WH[W�����KWWS���ZZZ�DXD�QHW�FRQJUHVV���B�����FRQJUHVV���KWP�
� $́8$�����WK�:RUOG�&RQJUHVV�µ�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GDWH��'HFHPEHU����������ODVW�DFFHVVHG��2FWREHU�����
2011).

4 The $VV\ULDQ� 8QLYHUVDO� $OOLDQFH (Assyrian ΗǍ\DβƘ� WDΰưOL\Ƙ
DκǍUD\Ƙ,  Arabic DO�LWWLΗƘG�DO�DåǍUư�DO�´ƘODPư) ‘is a leadership council 
comprised of representatives of Assyrian communities and organizations worldwide. The AUA 
was established in Pau, France, on April 13, 1968 to become a powerful voice for the Assyrian 
nation, committing itself to spreading, upholding, enhancing the Assyrian name around the world, 
and working to secure the sacred human and national rights of the Assyrian people in our homeland 
and in the Diaspora.

� 7KH�$8$� GLOLJHQWO\� DGYRFDWHV� WKH�$VV\ULDQ� FDXVH� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� DQG� SURPRWHV� WKH�
DVSLUDWLRQV�RI� WKH�$VV\ULDQ�QDWLRQ�� ,W�XUJHV�GHPRFUDWLF�JRYHUQPHQWV�DQG� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ERGLHV� WR�
GHIHQG�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU�DQFHVWUDO�KRPHODQG��,UDT��DQG�WR�SUHVHUYH�WKHLU�
QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\��FXOWXUH��KHULWDJH��ODQJXDJH�DQG�UHOLJLRQ¶��KWWS���DXD�QHW�DXD�DXDBLQIR�KWP��

� $8$� LV� QRW� D� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\�� DV� LW� RSHUDWHV� LQ� FRQMXQFWLRQ� DQG� LQ� FRRSHUDWLRQ� ZLWK�
QDWLRQDO�SDUWLHV��6LQFH������$8$�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�8132��8QUHSUHVHQWHG�1DWLRQV�DQG�3HRSOHV�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ��� µDQ� LQWHUQDWLRQDO�� QRQYLROHQW� DQG� GHPRFUDWLF� PHPEHUVKLS� RUJDQLVDWLRQ¶� ZKRVH�
µPHPEHUV� DUH� LQGLJHQRXV� SHRSOHV�� PLQRULWLHV�� DQG� XQUHFRJQLVHG� RU� RFFXSLHG� WHUULWRULHV� ZKR�
KDYH� MRLQHG� WRJHWKHU� WR� SURWHFW� DQG� SURPRWH� WKHLU� KXPDQ� DQG� FXOWXUDO� ULJKWV�� WR� SUHVHUYH� WKHLU�
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DQG� RI� D� FRPPHPRUDWLYH� GRFXPHQW� DQG� D� SRHP� from the Assyrian General 
Conference.��7KH�WH[WV�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ�EHWZHHQ������DQG������
9HUEDO�PRUSKRORJ\�LV�E\�IDU�WKH�PRVW�FRPSOH[�SDUW�RI�WKH�JUDPPDU�RI�DQ\�0RGHUQ�
$UDPDLF�YDULHW\��6HPLWLF�EDVLF�YHUEDO�FRQMXJDWLRQV�ǗZHUH�FRPSOHWHO\�IRUVDNHQ�
in favour of nominal forms of the verb,ǘ� �.DSHOLXN� ������ ����� UHVXOWLQJ� LQ�
D�EHZLOGHULQJ�QXPEHU�RI�QHZ�SDUDGLJPV��,Q�RXU�WH[WV�RQH�¿QGV�D�FOHDU�SUHIHUHQFH�
IRU�WKH�3URJUHVVLYH��ZKHUH�D�FRSXOD�IROORZV�D�*HUXQG�RU�VRPHWLPHV�DQ�,Q¿QLWLYH��
RYHU� WKH�+DELWXDO�3UHVHQW� �WKH�6XEMXQFWLYH�YHUEDO�FRQMXJDWLRQ�±�GHULYHG� IURP�
WKH�IRUPHU�$FWLYH�3DUWLFLSOH��ZLWK�WKH�SDWWHUQ�C1Ɨ&2(e)C3�LQ�YHUEV�RI�WKH��st form 
±�RIWHQ�SUHFHGHG�E\�D�SUHYHUb - k-���7KH�3URJUHVVLYH�IRUPV�DUH�XVHG�WR�H[SUHVV�
WKH�KDELWXDO�SUHVHQW�� WRR��DQG�ZH�¿QG�IRUPV�VXFK�DV E�NDO\Ɨ�ǌ\H˦
ǙZH�DUH�DERXW�WR�¿QLVKǘ��7H[W�����DQG� be̪laˊƗ�ƯZHQ�Ǚwe askǘ��7H[W�����
±�ZLWK�D�*HUXQG�IRUP�LQ�D�SURJUHVVLYH�PHDQLQJ��RU��VWLOO� ŗDUǌˊƗ�ƯQƗ�
Ǚthey keep tryingǘ��7H[W�����±�ZLWK�WKH�,Q¿QLWLYH�IRUP�RI�WKH�YHUE�DQG�D�KDELWXDO�
YDOXH��7KLV�LV�LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�IRXQG�LQ�DOPRVW�DOO�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\�
VSRNHQ�YDULHWLHV�ZLWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRVW�DUFKDLF�RQHV�±�VXFK�DV�7XUR\R��
0ODKVR��+HUWHYLQ�LQ�&HQWUDO�1HR�$UDPDLF��DQG�4DUDTRVK�DQG�WKH�GLDOHFW�RI�WKH�
PRVW�DQFLHQW�SRHPV�IURP�WKH�DUHD�RI�0RVXO�IRU�1(1$��.LP�������
An exception is provided by the poetic text, which obviously calls for a more 
FODVVLFDO�UHJLVWHU��DV�IUHH�DV�SRVVLEOH�IURP�PRGHUQ�LQ¿XHQFHV��*DVSDULQL��������
and which sticks therefore to a more “canonical” Modern Assyrian usage in the 
YHUEDO�V\VWHP��KHUH�ZH�GXO\�¾QG�VXFK�+DELWXDO�IRUPV�DV N�PDTưPư�Ǚthey
KRQRXUֹ��ZLWK� WKH�SUHYHUE�� k-) or QTưUƘ ǙKH�LV�PDUNHGֹ��ERWK�H[DPSOHV�
from Text #4).

7XUQLQJ�WR�WKH�OH[LFRQ��ZH�¿QG�YDULRXV�FDVHV�RI�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�VHPDQWLF�
FDOTXLQJ�LV�DSSOLHG�WR�PDWHULDO�IURP�&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF�

VưTǍPƘ�‘date’ (Text #2) is a Classical Syriac word meaning ‘era’ (Payne 

HQYLURQPHQWV��DQG�WR�¿QG�QRQYLROHQW�VROXWLRQV�WR�FRQÀLFWV�ZKLFK�DIIHFW�WKHP¶��KWWS���ZZZ�XQSR�
RUJ�VHFWLRQ����

�� �%RWK�WH[WV����DQG����DFFHVVLEOH�DW��KWWS���ZZZ�DVV\ULDQJF�FRP�PDUW\UV�KWPO��µ$VV\ULDQ�
*HQHUDO�&RQIHUHQFH��$VV\ULDQ�0DUW\U¶V�'D\�¶�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GDWH��1RYHPEHU�����������ODVW�DFFHVVHG��
0D\����������

�� �7KH�³$VV\ULDQ�*HQHUDO�&RQIHUHQFH���$*&��LV�DQ�$VV\ULDQV�,UDTL�SROLWLFDO�HQWLW\�IRXQGHG�
RQ�WKH��WK�RI�$XJXVW������LQ�%DJKGDG�>���@�$*&�LV�EXLOG�RQ�WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�IRXQGDWLRQV�GHULYHG�
IURP�KLVWRULFDO��SROLWLFDO��DQG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�IDFWV��DQG�WKH�DEVROXWH�IDLWK�LQ�WKH�VXSHULRULW\�RI�WKH�
$VV\ULDQ�FDXVH�DQG�OHJLWLPDWH�$VV\ULDQ�ULJKWV��DERYH�VHFWDULDQ�GLYLVLRQV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��WKHUHIRUH�
EHORQJLQJ�WR�DQ�$VV\ULDQ�*HQHUDO�&RQIHUHQFH�XQHQFXPEHUHG�E\�DQ\�FKXUFK�RU�VHFWDULDQ�DI¿OLDWLRQ��
$*&�LV�WKH�XPEUHOOD�IRU�HYHU\RQH�EHOLHYLQJ�LQ�KLV�$VV\ULDQLVP��$QG�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�EHOLHYHV�LQ�
Assyrianism as the unifying identity of our people belonging to different denominations and 
FKXUFKHV�� DV� D� XQL¿HG� IUDPHZRUN�ZKLFK� KDV� FDUULHG� WKH� EDQQHU� RI� QDWLRQDO� VWUXJJOH� DQG� LV� WKH�
ULJKWIXO�SDWK�WRZDUGV�DFKLHYLQJ�WKH�REMHFWLYHV�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�FRPSRQHQWV�RI�WKH�$VV\ULDQV�SHRSOH�´�
(KWWS���ZZZ�DVV\ULDQJF�FRP�HQJOLVK�KWPO��

Fabio Gasparini and Mauro Tosco



���

6PLWK��������������DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�IURP�*UHHN�ĲȓȜȧȞį��7KH�H[SDQVLRQ�RI�WKH�
VHPDQWLF�¾HOG�PLUURUV�WKDW�RI� WDUưΗ�(Maclean 1901: 326), meaning both 
‘history’ and ‘date.’ Although this Arabic loan is the usual term to express 
´GDWH�µ�LWV�XVH�LV�DYRLGHG�KHUH�LQ�IDYRXU�RI�WKH�6\ULDF�ZRUG�

JDEEƗ�µSROLWLFDO�SDUW\¶��7H[W������IURP�WKH�&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF�URRW�*1%�µWR�EH�
RQ�RQH¶V�VLGH¶��%URFNHOPDQQ������������IROORZV�D�SURFHVV�RI�¿JXUDWLYH�GHULYDWLRQ�
VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�RI�ERWK�(QJOLVK�DQG�0RGHUQ�6WDQGDUG�$UDELF��KHQFHIRUWK��06$��
±�ERWK�ODQJXDJH�SRVVLEO\�SOD\LQJ�D�UROH�KHUH�LQ�LQÀXHQFLQJ�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�

EƝPƗ� µIRUXP¶� �7H[W� ���� LV� D� &ODVVLFDO� 6\ULDF� ZRUG� ERUURZHG� IURP�
*UHHN� ȕրȝĮ� µSXOSLW�¶� ,W� DSSHDUV� LQ� WKH� $VV\ULDQ� QDPH� RI� D� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\

EƞPƘ� GưPǍTUDΛD\Ƙ� NDOGDQD\Ƙ, &KDOGHDQ� 'HPRFUDWLF�
)RUXP)7 and its use is not DWWHVWHG�HOVHZKHUH��,Q�$ZGH�et al.��������RQH�RQO\�
¿QGV� WKH�(QJOLVK� ORDQZRUG� µIRUXP�¶� LQ�DQ�HYLGHQW�HIIRUW� WR�JHW� ULG�RI�ZKLFK�
WKLV�&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF�ZRUG�KDV�EHHQ�UHVRUWHG�WR��7KH�UHVXOW�±�LPSO\LQJ�D�QRQ�
QHJOLJLEOH�VHPDQWLF�VKLIW�±�LV�DW�EHVW�GXELRXV�

Ɨ̬ƯUƗ� µDWPRVSKHUH¶� �LQ� LWV� ¿JXUDWLYH� VHQVH�� �7H[W� ����� PHDQLQJ� µDLU¶� LQ�
&ODVVLFDO� 6\ULDF� �3D\QH� 6PLWK� ������ ����� FIU��*UHHN� ĮӶșȒȡ��� )ROORZLQJ� WKH�
VDPH�VHPDQWLF�H[SDQVLRQ�XQGHUJRQH�E\�(QJOLVK� µDLU¶�DQG� LWV�FRXQWHUSDUWV� LQ�
European languages, Ɨ̬ƯUƗ�KDV�WKHUHIRUH�DFTXLUHG�LQ�RXU�WH[WV�PRUH�RU�OHVV�WKH�
PHDQLQJ�RI�µJHQHUDO�PRRG�¶�DV�VKRZQ�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�H[FHUSW�IURP�7H[W����

 (Jǀ� Ɨ̬ƯUƗ�
PVƯPDQƝ�ZX�EDQ\DQƝ���EX\D̠\Ɨ�G�ãDZ̬HIDQƝ�ZX�EãDIƯǛǌWƗ�G�JLEDQƝ� VDJƯƗ�Z�
ƗQDQTƗ\Ɨ���ǗLQ�D�SRVLWLYH�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYH�IHHO���WKH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�WR�WKH�GHEDWH�
GLVFXVVHG�DEXQGDQWO\�DERXW�PDQ\�DVSHFWV�DQG�LPSRUWDQW�LVVXHVǘ@�

� ]ǌZǛƗ� µPRYHPHQW¶� �LQ� D� ¿JXUDWLYH� VHQVH�� �7H[W� ���� IURP� WKH� &ODVVLFDO�
6\ULDF�URRW�=:Ǜ�µWR�EH�PRYLQJ¶��FIU��0DFOHDQ����������DQG�2UDKDP�������������
LV�DQRWKHU�FDVH�RI�VHPDQWLF�H[SDQVLRQ�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�PRGHO�RI�(XURSHDQ�
ODQJXDJHV��06$�� ˦araka�LV�RI�FRXUVH�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH�

,Q�D�IHZ�FDVHV�VHPDQWLF�FDOTXLQJ�JRHV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�XVH�RI�PRUSKRORJLFDO�
GHULYDWLRQ�

� UDKƯYƯƗ� µWHUURULVW¶� �WH[W� Q���� GHULYHV� IURP� WKH� 6\ULDF� URRW� 5+%� µWR� EH�
GLVTXLHWHG¶��2UDKDP������������EXW� LW� LV�QRW� UHSRUWHG� LQ�DQ\�GLFWLRQDU\��7KH�
same root provides in MSA ǚir˦ƗE��Ư� µWHUURULVP¶�µWHUURULVW�¶� 7KH�
$UDELF�ZRUG�LV�REYLRXVO\�WKH�PRGHO�IRU�WKH�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�QHRORJLVP��ZKLFK�
QHYHUWKHOHVV�NHHSV� LWVHOI�GLVWLQFW� IURP�LWV�$UDELF�VRXUFH� WKDQNV� WR� WKH�XVH�RI�
QDWLYH�GHULYDWLRQDO�PRUSKHPHV�

PĢWDUNÂQÂ� ֵSDUWLFLSDWLRQֶ� �7H[W� ����� LQ� 0DFOHDQǘV� GLFWLRQDU\� �������

7 The Chaldean Democratic Forum� LV� DQ� ,UDTL� SROLWLFDO� SDUW\� SURPRWLQJ� WKH�&KDOGHDQ�
QDWLRQDO�LGHQWLW\��,W�ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LQ�������7KH�FXUUHQW�6HFUHWDU\�*HQHUDO�LV�
'KLD�3RXWURV�

%XLOGLQJ�D�³QHZ´�6HPLWLF�ODQJXDJH��OH[LFDO�HQULFKPHQW�LQ�PRGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ���



���

������ RQH� RQO\� ܴQGV� WKH� YHUE� PĢDULN� ֵWR� WDNH� SDUW�ֶ� ZKLOH� WKH� IXUWKHU�
GHULYDWLRQ�IURP�WKH�$UDELF��WK�IRUP� ǘLĢWDUDND��ZLWK�D�VLPLODU�PHDQLQJ�ֵ WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH��WR�WDNH�SDUWֶ��LV�QRW�WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�DWWHVWHG�HOVHZKHUH�
LQ�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�DQG�LV�WKH�EDVLV�RI�WKH�IXUWKHU�QRPLQDOL]DWLRQ�WKURXJK�WKH�
QDWLYH�VXܶ[��ÂQÂ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�REWDLQ�DQ�DEVWUDFW�PHDQLQJ�

Ĭ˦GDQĬ̬Â�ֵXQLW\ֶ��7H[W�����LV�DQ�LQQRYDWLRQ�RI�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ�IURP�
WKH�6\ULDF�URRW�ǚь'��˦XH\DGÂ�RQO\�LV�UHSRUWHG�LQ�2UDKDP�������������:H�ܴQG�
LW�DV�DQ�HOHPHQW�LQ�WKH�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�H[SUHVVLRQ� �ǛDPOì̬Â�
G�EDQì̬Â�G�Ĭ˦GDQĬ̬Â�ֵWHUULWRULDO�XQLW\ֶ��PDGH�XS�RI� ǛDPOì̬Â� ֵDFWLRQֶ���EDQì̬Â
ֵFRQVWUXFWLRQֶ���Ĭ˦GDQĬ̬Â�ֵXQLW\�ֶ�

:H�REYLRXVO\�¿QG�PDQ\�ORDQZRUGV��WRR��DQG�DJDLQ�PDLQO\�IURP�06$�
PDGǌǗƗ� µLVVXH¶� �7H[W� ���� IURP� 06$ mawːǌǛ �:HKU� ������

������
ǙXPUƗQƗ� µEXLOGLQJ¶� �7H[W� ����� IURP�06$� ǙXPUƗQ� �:HKU� ������

�����
UDVƯˬƗ�µ¿[HG¶��7H[W������IURP�06$� ��:HKU������������
åDPPDOƘ� (Text #4): ‘candle’ (Awde HW� DO�� ������ ����� RQH� DOVR� ¾QGV�

Kurdish šemal ‘light’ (Chyet 2002: 573), although we would have expected the 
use of the common Semitic stem šMǛ as represented in åPǍǛƘ�‘candle’
�%URFNHOPDQQ�������������FI��DOVR�3HUVLDQ� šamǛ �6WHLQJDVV������������

�ED\GDJƘ�´¿DJµ� �7H[W������ IURP�.XUGLVK� EH\GDˬ (Oraham 1943: 
�����FI��DOVR�7XUNLVK�bayrak�

�TDZOƘ�‘promise’ (Text #4), from MSA qawl (Mclean 1901: 272).

The dependance on Arabic is even more evident (although less obvious to the 
VSHDNHU��DW�WKH�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�DQG�V\QWDFWLF�OHYHOV��7KXV��ZH�¾QG�LQ�7H[W����D�FOHDU�
VLJQ�RI�$UDELF�LQ¿XHQFH�LQ�WKH�RPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�UHODWLYH�SURQRXQ� G��ZLWK�DQ�LQGH¾�
nite head – itself a typical MSA feature (Holes 2002), but foreign to NENA (Maclean 
1889: 23): 

ǍΗGDQǍκƘ� G�ǛưUƘT� SưåOLK� EQưκƘ� ǛLO� ]ǍGǍQư� PLQ� ǛDPOưκƘ� G�PSLåUDWƘ�
ΛǍKPưκƘ��G��PåǍUƘ�OLKL�E�SUDPƘ�G�VLPưOƘ�ǙWKH�XQL¾FDWLRQ�RI�,UDT�KDV�EHHQ�EXLOW�
RQ� DQ� LQWHUHVW� IRU� HWKQLF� GLYLVLRQ� ZKLFK� VWDUWHG� ZLWK� WKH� 6LPHOH� PDVVDFUHֹ�

Finally, in Text #3 we have E�]LβTƘ�‘in favour of,’ a calque from the 
MSA expression EL�ΗDTT, and made up of the pan-Semitic preposition 
b- and the word ΗDTT�]LβTƘ�́ ULJKW��MXVWLFHµ��2UDKDP�������������$V�IDU�DV�
ZH�NQRZ��VXFK�D�XVH�LV�QRW�DWWHVWHG�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�DQ\�$UDPDLF�YDULHW\��LW�FDQ�EH�
LQWHUSUHWHG�RQO\�DV�DQ�LQVWDQFH�RI�LQ¿XHQFH�IRUP�06$��WKH�PDLQ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
language for “higher” domains.

Fabio Gasparini and Mauro Tosco



���

���&RQFOXVLRQV
7KH� VSHDNHUV� RI� 0RGHUQ� $VV\ULDQ� OLYH� LQ� D� KHWHURJHQHRXV� EL�� DQG�

PXOWLOLQJXDO�VLWXDWLRQ��ZKHUH�GLIIHUHQW�VRFLROLQJXLVWLF�LQÀXHQFHV�DUH�DW�ZRUN��DQG�
ZKHUH�1HR�$UDPDLF�SOD\V�EXW�D�VHFRQGDU\�UROH��FI��%DXVDQL��������7KLV�EHDUV�
PDQ\�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�

)LUVW��DQG�QRW�VXUSULVLQJO\��ZH�¿QG�LQ�RXU�WH[WV�D�IHZ�QHRORJLVPV�IROORZHG��
LQ�EUDFNHWV��E\�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�$UDELF�RU�.XUGLVK�V\QRQ\PV�RU��WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\��
&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF�LQ�RUGHU�WR�H[SODLQ�DQ�$UDELF�RU�.XUGLVK�ORDQ�

Ƙΰ��ΛHEDΗ�: ǙPRQWK�RI�ULSHQLQJ�RI�IUXLWV��$XJXVWֹ��%RWK�QDPHV
come from the old Semitic lunisolar calendar, but Dΰ�is the only one still actively
used and part of both the Levant Arabic and the Hebrew calendars. ΚHEDΗ� is
XVHG�QRZDGD\V�LQ�.XUGLVK��REYLRXVO\��LWV�VWDWXV�DV�DQ�DQFLHQW�EXW�DOVR�HVVHQWLDOO\�
a “foreign” word, unknown in Arabic, is a precious asset in the identity-building 
and culture-reshaping process inherent in the creation of an $XVEDX�ODQJXDJH�

UDVưΗƘ��PΗDZODQƘ��Ǚ¾[HG�ֹ the former, a loan from Arabic, 
is the word in common usage, followed in brackets by a Syriac suggested 
UHQGHULQJ�

ǍΗGDQǍκƘ� �DκUƘ�: as anticipated, ǍΗGDQǍκƘ� ‘unity’ is an 
innovation from the Syriac root ǚԒ'��$κUƘ��DFWXDOO\��́ SODFHµ��FODUL¾HV�WKH�DEVWUDFW�
concept ‘territorial unity’ that ǍΗGDQǍκƘ�tries to express.

$OO� WKLV� LV�D�FOHDU�VLJQ�RI�DQ� LQFRPSOHWH�SURFHVV�RI�VWDQGDUGL]DWLRQ�DQG�
VHHPV�WR�LPSO\�D�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH�WKH�DXWKRUV��ZHOO�DZDUH�RI�WKH�VHULRXV�OH[LFDO�
JDSV�VWLOO�WR�EH�¿OOHG��DUH�XQFHUWDLQ�DERXW�WKHLU�UHDGHUV¶�DELOLW\�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�
QHRORJLVPV�

6HFRQG��FDOTXLQJ�SURFHVVHV�VHHP�DOVR�WR�LPSO\�D�NQRZOHGJH�RI�(XURSHDQ�
ODQJXDJHV��HVSHFLDOO\�(QJOLVK���DQG�ZH�VHH�WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�
QHZ�¿JXUDWLYH�PHDQLQJV�IRU�6\ULDF�OH[HPHV�

7KLUG��&ODVVLFDO�6\ULDF��WKRXJK�QRW�HQYLVDJHG�DV�WKH�RI¿FLDO�PHGLXP�RI�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\��VHHPV�WR�UHVLVW�DV�D�UHIHUHQFH�SRLQW�IRU�WKH�OH[LFDO�DQG�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�
HQULFKPHQW� RI� 0RGHUQ� $VV\ULDQ�� EXW� ZLWK� VWURQJ� GULYLQJ� IRUFHV� WRZDUGV�
LQQRYDWLRQ�� RQ� WKH� RQH� KDQG� XQGHQLDEOH� LQÀXHQFHV� IURP�$UDELF� SHUVLVW�� DQG�
PRUH��DV�H[HPSOL¿HG�DERYH��DW�WKH�SKUDVHRORJLFDO�WKDQ�DW�WKH�OH[LFDO�OHYHO��2Q�WKH�
RWKHU�KDQG��D�GHOLEHUDWH�LQWHQWLRQ�LV�HYLGHQW�WR�³6\ULDFL]H´�WKH�WH[WV��DV�ZLWQHVVHG�
E\�WKH�SURGXFWLYH�XVH�RI�$UDPDLF�LQÀHFWLRQDO�DQG�GHULYDWLRQDO�PRUSKHPHV�ZLWK�
QDWLYH�06$�WHUPV�

7KH�WRSLF�KDV�REYLRXVO\�D�GLUHFW�EHDULQJ�RQ�WKH�OH[LFRQ�XVHG�LQ�WKH�WH[WV��
ZKHQ� D� UHOLJLRXV� RU� FODVVLFDO� YRFDEXODU\� �DV� LQ�7H[W� ���� LV� XVHG�� WKH� UHVXOW� LV�
D� ODQJXDJH�FRPSDUDWLYHO\�HDV\� WR�IROORZ�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG��ERWK�IRU� WKH�IRUHLJQ�
VFKRODU�� WKDQNV� WR� WKH� KHOS� RI� VWDQGDUG� UHIHUHQFH�ZRUNV� DQG�� ZH� DVVXPH�� IRU�
WKH�HGXFDWHG�QDWLYH�VSHDNHU���7KH�VDPH�DSSOLHV��a fortiori��WR�7H[W�����D�SRHWLF�

%XLOGLQJ�D�³QHZ´�6HPLWLF�ODQJXDJH��OH[LFDO�HQULFKPHQW�LQ�PRGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ���
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WH[W� IRU� ZKLFK� D� VWDQGDUG� OH[LFRQ� RI� UHIHUHQFH� DQG� DQ� LPPHQVH� VW\OLVWLF� DQG�
SKUDVHRORJLFDO� ZHDOWK� LV� SURYLGHG� E\� &ODVVLFDO� 6\ULDF� DQG� E\� D� FHQWXU\�ROG�
WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�YHUQDFXODU�LWVHOI��%XW�ZKHUH�WKH�DXWKRU�KDV�WR�XVH�D�VWULFWO\�SROLWLFDO�
OH[LFRQ��WHQGLQJ�WR�OH[LFDO�DEVWUDFWLRQ��DV�LV�WKH�FDVH�RI�7H[WV����DQG������WKHUH�LV�
QR�DYDLODEOH�OH[LFRQ�RI�UHIHUHQFH��DQG�WKH�SUREOHP�RI�D�VWLOO�LQVXI¿FLHQW�OH[LFDO�
HQULFKPHQW�PDNHV�LWVHOI�VDGO\�IHOW�LQ�DOO�LWV�JUDYLW\��$V�LQ�DOO�WKRVH�PLQRULW\�DQG�
HQGDQJHUHG� ODQJXDJHV�ZKLFK�DUH�RQ� WKHLU�ZD\� IURP�VRFLROLQJXLVWLF�GLDOHFWV� WR�
IXOO�ÀHGJHG�PHDQV�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��FI��7RVFR��������������ZH�VXVSHFW�WKDW�QDWLYH�
VSHDNHUV�DUH�VWLOO�XQDEOH�WR�SDVV�IURP�WKH�XVH�RI�D�GLDOHFW�WR�WKDW�RI�D�VWDQGDUGL]HG�
QDWLRQDO�ODQJXDJH��RXU�WH[WV��VR�WR�VSHDN��VKRZ�WKHP�GLVFXVVLQJ�DQG�VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�
D�VKDUHG�YRFDEXODU\�DQG�LGHQWLW\�±�FHUWDLQO\�VWURQJ�LQ�LWV�QDWLRQDOLVW�H[SUHVVLRQ�
EXW�DOVR��E\�QHFHVVLW\��FRQVWDQWO\�UHQHJRWLDWHG�ZLWK� WKH�VWURQJ�FXOWXUHV�DURXQG�
DQG�WKHLU�OLQJXLVWLF�PHDQV�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ��*DVSDULQL�������

Any Ausbausprache� LV� WR� D� JRRG� H[WHQW� DUWL¿FLDO�� DQG� LQ� WKH� HQG� LWV�
DFFHSWDQFH� DQG� VXFFHVV� OLH� RQ� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� RI� VSHDNHUV� LWVHOI�� ,Q�2GLVKR¶V�
������� ����ZRUGV�� µ>7@KH� VLJQL¿FDQFH� RI� WKH� UHFHQW� VXUJH� OLHV� LQ� WKH� IDFW� WKDW�
UDLVLQJ�D�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�\RXQJ�OLWHUDWHV�LPPHUVHG�LQ�$UDPDLF�>���@�ZLOO�SURORQJ�
WKH�OLIH�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�DW�OHDVW�XS�WR�WZR�IXWXUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�¶�DQG�WKLV�SURFHVV�
LV�D�QDWXUDO�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�JURZLQJ�GHEDWH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�WKH�
FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�VWURQJHU�HWKQLF�LGHQWLW\�WKURXJK�D�UHQHZHG�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�
FXOWXUH��KLVWRU\�DQG�ODQJXDJH��:KDW�LV�WUXH�RI�DQ\�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�SURFHVV�DSSOLHV�
WR� WKH� IXWXUH�RI� WKH�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ� VXUJH�DV�ZHOO�� LW�ZLOO� VWULFWO\�GHSHQG�RQ�
VRFLR�SROLWLFDO�IDFWRUV��LQ�RXU�FDVH��RI�SDUDPRXQW�LPSRUWDQFH�ZLOO�RI�FRXUVH�EH�WKH�
IXWXUH�RI�WKH�PLQRULWLHV�DPLGVW�WKH�XQVWDEOH�SROLWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�
,UDT�DQG�WKH�ZKROH�0LGGOH�(DVW�

5HIHUHQFHV
$ZGH�� 1LFKRODV�� 1LQHE� /DPDVVX�� DQG�1LFKRODV�$O�-HORR� ��������Aramaic (Assyrian/

Syriac) Dictionary and Phrasebook���1HZ�<RUN��+LSSRFUHQH�%RRNV�
%DXVDQL��$OHVVDQGUR� ��������7UDGL]LRQH�H� ,QQRYD]LRQH�1HOOH�/LQJXH�'HL�1XRYL�3DHVL

$VLDWLFL��,Q��5HQDWR�&RUVHWWL��HG����Lingua e Politica.�5RPD��2I¿FLQD��������
%URFNHOPDQQ��&DUO���������Lexicon Syriacum� %HUOLQ��7	7�&ODUN��5HXWKHU�	�5HLFKDUG.
&K\HW�� 0LFKDHO� /�� �������� .XUGLVK�(QJOLVK� 'LFWLRQDU\�� )HUKHQJD� .XUPDQFL�,QJOL]L��

1HZ�+DYHQ��<DOH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�
'H.HODLWD�� 5REHUW� �������� 7he Origins and Development of Assyrian Nationalism��

&KLFDJR��$VV\ULDQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�1HZV�$JHQF\�
)LVKPDQ�� -RVKXD� $�� �������� /DQJXDJH� VSUHDG� DQG� ODQJXDJH� SROLF\� IRU� HQGDQJHUHG�

ODQJXDJHV��,Q��3HWHU�+��/RZHQEHUJ��HG����Language Spread and Language Policy: 
,VVXHV��,PSOLFDWLRQV��DQG�&DVH�6WXGLHV��3URFHHGLQJV�RI�WKH�*HRUJHWZRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�
5RXQG�7DEOH�RQ�/DQJXDJHV�DQG�/LQJXLVWLFV�������:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���*HRUJHWRZQ�
8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�������

BB�������� Reversing Language Shift��&OHYHGRQ��0XOWLOLQJXDO�0DWWHUV�

Fabio Gasparini and Mauro Tosco



���

*DVSDULQL��)DELR���������/¶LGHQWLWj�OLQJXLVWLFD�DVVLUD�LQ�,UDT��WUDGL]LRQH�H�OHVVLFR�SROLWLFR��
7XULQ��8QSXEOLVKHG�%$�7KHVLV�

+HLQULFKV��:ROIJDQJ� ��������7KH�0RGHUQ�$VV\ULDQV��1DPH� DQG�1DWLRQ�� ,Q��5LFFDUGR�
&RQWLQL�� )DEUL]LR� $�� 3HQQDFFKLHWWL� DQG� 0DXUR� 7RVFR� �HGV���� Serta Semitica et 
Philologica Constantino G. Tsereteli dicata.�7RULQR��6LOYLR�=DPRUDQL���������

+ROHV��&OLYH�'����������Modern Arabic: Structures, Functions, and Varieties��:DVKLQJWRQ��
'&��*HRUJHWRZQ�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�

.DSHOLXN��2OJD���������7KH�*HUXQG�DQG�*HUXQGLDO�3DUWLFLSOH�LQ�(DVWHUQ�1HR�$UDPDLF��
Sprachtypologie und Universalienforschung� ������ �������� >UHSULQWHG� LQ�� 2OJD�
.DSHOLXN� �������� Selected Papers in Ethiosemitic and Neo-Aramaic Linguistics��
-HUXVDOHP��7KH�+HEUHZ�8QLYHUVLW\�0DJQHV�3UHVV���������@�

.KRVRUHYD��$QDKLW���������7KH�$VV\ULDQ�*HQRFLGH�LQ�WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH�DQG�$GMDFHQW�
7HUULWRULHV�� ,Q�� �5LFKDUG�*��+RYDQQLVLDQ� �HG����The Armenian Genocide: Cultural 
and Ethical Legacies��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��1-��7UDQVDFWLRQ�3XEOLVKHUV����������

.LP��5RQDOG���������6WDPPEDXP�RU�&RQWLQXXP"�7KH�6XEJURXSLQJ�RI�0RGHUQ�'LDOHFWV�
5HFRQVLGHUHG� Journal of the American Oriental Society����������������

.LUD]��*HRUJH�$����������.WKRERQR\R�6\ULDF��6RPH�REVHUYDWLRQV�DQG�UHPDUNV��Journal
of Syriac Studies���������������

.ORVV�� +HLQ]� �������� $EVWDQG� ODQJXDJHV� DQG� $XVEDX� ODQJXDJHV�� Anthropological 
Linguistics �����������

.UDXVV�� 0LFKDHO� �������� &ODVVL¿FDWLRQ� DQG� 7HUPLQRORJ\� IRU� 'HJUHHV� RI� /DQJXDJH�
(QGDQJHUPHQW�� ,Q�� 0DWWKLDV� %UHQ]LQJHU� �HG���� Language Diversity Endangered��
%HUOLQ��1HZ�<RUN��0RXWRQ�GH�*UX\WHU������

0DFOHDQ��$UWKXU�-����������Grammar of the Dialects of Vernacular Syriac��&DPEULGJH��
&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV�

BB���������Dictionary of the Dialects of Vernacular Syriac: As Spoken by the Eastern 
Syrians of Kurdistan� 2[IRUG��&ODUHQGRQ�3UHVV�

0RVHOH\�� &KULVWRSKHU� �HG��� �������� Atlas of the World’s Languages in Danger, 
3rd Edition. 3DULV��81(6&2�3XEOLVKLQJ��RQOLQH�YHUVLRQ���KWWS���ZZZ�XQHVFR�RUJ�
FXOWXUH�ODQJXDJHV�DWODV���

0XUUH�YDQ� GHQ� %HUJ�+HOHHQ� /�� ��������$� 6\ULDQ�$ZDNHQLQJ��$OTRVK� DQG� 8UPLD� DV�
&HQWHUV�RI�1HR�6\ULDF�:ULWLQJ��,Q��5HQp�/DYHQDQW��6�-���HG��� Symposium Syriacum 
9,,��8SSVDOD�8QLYHUVLW\��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�$VLDQ�DQG�$IULFDQ�/DQJXDJHV��������$XJXVW�
������5RPD��3RQWL¿FLR�,VWLWXWR�2ULHQWDOH����������

2GLVKR�� 5REHUW� <�� ������������� 7KH� 6HFRQG� Koiné� RI� 0RGHUQ� 6\ULDF� �$UDPDLF���
Mediterranean Language Review�����������

BB�������� �����������$8QLTXH�:LQGRZ�IRU�WKH�5HYLWDOL]DWLRQ��/LQJXLVWLF�/HYHOLQJ�DQG�
0DLQWHQDQFH�RI�$UDPDLF��The Journal of the Canadian Society for Syriac Studies 
����������

2UDKDP��$OH[DQGHU� -�� ��������2UDKDP¶V� 'LFWLRQDU\� RI� WKH� 6WDELOL]HG� DQG� (QULFKHG�
Assyrian Languages��&KLFDJR��&RQVROLGDWHG�3UHVV��$VV\ULDQ�3UHVV�RI�$PHULFD��

2ZHQV�� -RQDWKDQ� �������� (QGDQJHUHG� /DQJXDJHV� RI� WKH� 0LGGOH� (DVW. ,Q�� 0DWWKLDV�
%UHQ]LQJHU� �HG����Language Diversity Endangered��%HUOLQ��1HZ�<RUN��0RXWRQ�GH�
*UX\WHU����������

%XLOGLQJ�D�³QHZ´�6HPLWLF�ODQJXDJH��OH[LFDO�HQULFKPHQW�LQ�PRGHUQ�$VV\ULDQ���



3DUSROD�� 6LPR� ��������$VV\ULDQ� ,GHQWLW\� LQ�$QFLHQW� 7LPHV� DQG� 7RGD\�� 1DWLRQDO� DQG�
(WKQLF�,GHQWLW\�LQ�WKH�1HR�$VV\ULDQ�(PSLUH�DQG�$VV\ULDQ�,GHQWLW\�LQ�3RVW�(PSLUH�
7LPHV��Journal of Assyrian Academic Studies������������

3D\QH�6PLWK��5REHUW���������Thesaurus Syriacus��2[IRUG��&ODUHQGRQ�3UHVV�
6DYj��*UD]LDQR� DQG�0DXUR�7RVFR� �������� /D�PRUW� GHV� ODQJXHV� HQ� GRPDLQH� FKDPLWR�

VpPLWLTXH��Faits de Langues�������������
6WHLQJDVV��)UDQFLV�-RVHSK���������A Comprehensive Persian-English dictionary, including 

WKH�$UDELF�:RUGV�DQG�3KUDVHV�WR�%H�0HW�ZLWK�LQ�3HUVLDQ�/LWHUDWXUH��%HLQJ��-RKQVRQ�
and Richardson’s Persian, Arabic, and English Dictionary, Revised, Enlarged, and 
Entirely Reconstructed. /RQGRQ��/RFNZRRG�	�6RQ�

7RVFR�� 0DXUR� �������� ,QWURGXFWLRQ�� $XVEDX� LV� HYHU\ZKHUH�� ,Q�� 0DXUR� 7RVFR� �HG����
³$XVEDX�DQG�$EVWDQG�/DQJXDJHV��7UDGLWLRQDO�DQG�1HZ�$SSURDFKHV�´�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�
Journal of the Sociology of Language�����������

BB���������%HWZHHQ�HQGDQJHUPHQW�DQG�$XVEDX��,Q��(PDQXHOH�0LROD��DQG�3DROR�5DPDW�
�HGV���� Language Contact and Language Decay: Socio-political and linguistic 
perspectives. 3DYLD��,866�3UHVV�����������PDSV�����������

BB� ��������6ZLQJLQJ�EDFN� WKH�SHQGXOXP��)UHQFK�PRUSKRORJ\�DQG�GH�,WDOLDQL]DWLRQ� LQ�
3LHGPRQWHVH��,Q��0DUWLQH�9DQKRYH��7KRPDV�6WRO]��$LQD�8UG]H�DQG�+LWRPL�2WVXND�
�HGV����Morphologies in contact. %HUOLQ��$NDGHPLH�9HUODJ����������

:HKU��+DQV���������A Dictionary of Modern Written Arabic��HGLWHG�E\�-�0LOWRQ�&RZDQ���
:LHVEDGHQ��2WWR�+DUUDVVRZLW]�

Fabio Gasparini and Mauro Tosco


