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³<RX�JR�¿UVW�´�³1R��\RX�´� WKDW�ZDV� WKH�¿UVW� WLWOH�RI� WKLV�SDSHU��ZKLFK� ,�
FRQFHLYHG�ZKLOH�VWXG\LQJ�DQFLHQW�(WKLRSLDQ�FKURQLFOHV��DQG�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�
RI�DQ�DFDGHPLF��EHWWHU�FROOHJLDO�GLVHQFKDQWPHQW�RQ�P\�PLQG�� ,� VWDUW� IURP� WKH�
YDOXDEOH�SUHPLVH�WKDW�WKH�VWUXFWXUH�RI�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�PRQDUFK\�LV�FRPSDUDEOH�WR�
WKDW�RI�WKH�&DUROLQJLDQ�HPSLUH��6XFK�DQ�DVVHUWLRQ�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�YLHZ�RI�KLVWRU\�±�
to speak with Karl Löwith��±�DV�WKH�SDVW��ZKLFK�PDQ�±�ZKR�GLG�QRW�UHDOO\�FKDQJH�
LQ�WKH�NQRZQ�FRXUVH�RI�KLV�KLVWRU\�±�KDV�PDGH�DQG�IRU�ZKLFK�KH�LV� WR�EH�KHOG�
UHVSRQVLEOH��LV�IXOO�RI�LQWHUQDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQFHV��ZKLFK�WKH�KLVWRULDQ�FDQ�FRPSDUH�
IURP�EH\RQG�WKH�JXOI�RI�VSDFH�DQG�WLPH��HDFK�DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLV�DWWLWXGH�ZLWK�HLWKHU�
LURQ\�RU�F\QLFLVP��%XW�OHW�XV�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�WKH�HYHQW�WKDW�WULJJHUHG�WKHVH�WKRXJKWV��
DV�LW�LV�UHFRXQWHG�LQ�WKH�UR\DO�FKURQLFOHV�RI�WKH�HPSHURU�,\DVX�,��

��7KLV��VPDOO�FRQWULEXWLRQ�WR�WKH�FROOHFWHG�VWXGLHV�LQ�KRQRXU�RI�$QGU]HM�=DERUVNL�GRHV�QRW�
WUHDW�ÄDXVQDKPVORV�J�OWLJH�/DXWJHVHW]H³�QRU�RWKHU�OLQJXLVWLF�WRSLFV�DV�LW�ZRXOG�EH�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�
WKH�HPLQHQW�OLQJXLVW�WR�ZKRP�WKLV�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�DUWLFOHV�LV�GHGLFDWHG��,W�WUHDWV�WKH�PRUH�YDJXH�DQG�
ÀXHQW�ODZV�RI�KXPDQ�VRFLHW\��1HYHUWKHOHVV��,�DP�FRQ¿GHQW�WKDW�$QGU]HM��DOZD\V�D�JRRG��HQJDJHG�
DQG�SDVVLRQDWH�SDUWQHU�QRW�RQO\�LQ�VFLHQWL¿F��EXW�DOVR��DQG�HYHQ�PRUH�VR��LQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�RQ�KLVWRU\�
DQG�SROLWLFV��ZLOO�DSSUHFLDWH�WKLV�KXPEOH�FRQWULEXWLRQ��0\�VRQ��'U��$QGUHDV�0��-��.URSS��8QLYHUVLW\�
1RWWLQJKDP���WR�ZKRP�JRHV�P\�GHHS�JUDWLWXGH��WUDQVODWHG�WKH�RULJLQDO�*HUPDQ�WH[W�DQG�SURYLGHG�
QXPHURXV�FRUUHFWLRQV��VXJJHVWLRQV�DQG�FRPPHQWV�

��:KR�PHULWV� WR�EH�NQRZQ�DQG�UHDG�PRUH��HVSHFLDOO\�E\�KLVWRULDQV��6XI¿FH�LW� WR�FLWH� WKH�
IROORZLQJ�VWDWHPHQW��Ä'D��ZLU�DEHU��EHUKDXSW�GLH�*HVFKLFKWH�LP�JDQ]HQ�DXI�6LQQ�XQG�8QVLQQ�KLQ�
EHIUDJHQ�� LVW� VHOEVW�VFKRQ�JHVFKLFKWOLFK�EHGLQJW�� M�GLVFKHV�XQG�FKULVWOLFKHV�'HQNHQ�KDEHQ�GLHVH�
PD�ORVH� )UDJH� LQV� /HEHQ� JHUXIHQ��1DFK� GHP� OHW]WHQ� 6LQQ� GHU�*HVFKLFKWH� HUQVWOLFK� ]X� IUDJHQ��
�EHUVFKUHLWHW�DOOHV�:LVVHQN|QQHQ�XQG�YHUVFKOlJW�XQV�GHQ�$WHP��HV�YHUVHW]W�XQV�LQ�HLQ�9DNXXP��GDV�
QXU�+RIIQXQJ�XQG�*ODXEH�DXV]XI�OOHQ�YHUP|JHQ��'LH�*ULHFKHQ�ZDUHQ�EHVFKHLGHQHU��6LH�PD�WHQ�
VLFK�QLFKW� DQ��GHQ� OHW]WHQ�6LQQ�GHU�:HOWJHVFKLFKWH�]X�HUJU�QGHQ��6LH�ZDUHQ�YRQ�GHU� VLFKWEDUHQ�
2UGQXQJ�XQG�6FK|QKHLW�GHV�QDW�UOLFKHQ�.RVPRV�HUJULIIHQ�³��Weltgeschichte und Heilsgeschehen,
6lPWOLFKH�6FKULIWHQ�%G�����6�����

��&I��WKH�FKURQLFOH�RI�,\DVX�LQ�*<RK�� �$QQDOHV�,RKDQQLV�,��,\DVX�,�HW�%DNDIID��(G��HW�LQWHUSU��
HVW�� ,JQD]LR�*XLGL�������3DULV������������� �&6&2�� VFULSW� DHWK�� VHU���� WRP������5pLPSU��/RXYDLQ��
��������� �&6&2�� ������� � VFULSW� DHWK�� ����� ,�� �������������� ,,� �hEHUV��� ������� ��������� ,\DVX�
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2Q�WKH���th�RI�<lNNDWLW�������(WK��VW\OH��� �0DUFK��th��$'��������GXULQJ�KLV�
stay in Aringo���WKH�NLQJ�VXPPRQHG�DOO�KLV�RI¿FH�EHDUHUV��seyuman)��RI�KLV�FRXUW�
WHQW�+RÀDJHU��te’yent��WR�GLVFXVV�DQ�DIIDLU��ZKLFK�ZH�KDYH�QRW�PHQWLRQHG�WKXV�IDU��
EXW�ZLOO�UHFRXQW�LQ�GXH�WLPH���7KH�NLQJ�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WKHP��³*LYH�\RXU�DGYLFH�RQ�WKH�
EHVW�ZD\�WR�GHFLGH�LQ�WKLV�LVVXH�´�%XW�RQ�WKLV�GD\�WKH�RI¿FLDOV�ZHUH�TXDUUHOOLQJ�ZLWK�
RQH�DQRWKHU��³<RX�JR�¿UVW�´�DQG�WKH�QH[W�RQH�³<RX�JR�¿UVW��,�ZLOO�SURQRXQFH�P\�
YHUGLFW�DIWHU�\RX�´�:KHQ�WKH�NLQJ�VDZ�WKLV��KH�RUGHUHG�KLV�VXSUHPH�FRPPDQGHU7 and 
prime minister��<RKDQQHV��³7RPRUURZ�\RX�ZLOO�VXPPRQ�DOO�QREOHV��mäkwänent)�,
FRXUW� MXGJHV� �liqawent)��� DQG�FRXUW� FRXQVHOORUV� �D]]Då)��� LQ� WKH� WHQW� DQG�FRQVXOW�
WKHP�RQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OHJDO�FXVWRPV���mäshafä nägärä wäg���ZKLFK�SUHVFULEHV�WKH�
RUGHU�RI�WKH�MXGJHPHQW��QDPHO\�ZKLFK�RI¿FLDO�FRPHV�¿UVW��L�H��LV�ORZHU�LQ�UDQN���
DQG�ZKR�FRPHV�QH[W��7KH\�VKDOO�JLYH�\RX�WKHLU�UHSO\�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�FKDQFHOORUV�
(VlKDIWl�WH¶]D]�)����ZKR�ZLOO�KDYH�FRQVXOWHG�WKH�LPSHULDO�DQQDOV��mäshafä tarik), 
the Kebrä nägäst�� DQG� WKH� ERRN� RI� OHJDO� FXVWRPV� �mäshafä nägärä wag), 

,�� UXOHG� IURP�$'������ WR������� ,\DVX� �-HVXV� �0HVVLDK��QRWH� WKH�HPSKDVLV�RQ�NLQVKLS� LQ� WKH�
RQRPDVWLFV�RI�WKH�G\QDVW\�'DZLW�DQG�6DORPRQ�WR�-HVXV�&KULVW�

��$� VXPPHU� UHVLGHQFH� RI� WKH� NLQJV�� ��� NP� ZHVW� RI� 'lEUl� 7DERU�� FI��$IU2U� � � Africa
2ULHQWDOH�,WDOLDQD��0LODQR���������*XLGD�G¶,WDOLD�GHOOD�&RQVRFLD]LRQH�7XULVWLFD�,WDOLDQD�) Maps 
DIWHU�S������������Elementi per la Toponomastica Etiopica. �HG���$�%RPEDFH�HW�DO����1DSROL��������
S������5LFKDUG�3$1.+8567��History of Ethiopian Towns. From the Middle Ages to the Early
1LQHWHHQWK�&HQWXU\���Äthiopistische Forschungen. ����:LHVEDGHQ��������S������I�

��,Q� DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� WKH� KLVWRULFDO� FRQWHQWV� RI� WKLV� SDSHU� ,� KDYH� RSWHG� IRU� D� VLPSOL¿HG�
WUDQVFULSWLRQ��WKH�SKLORORJLFDO�H[SHUW�RI�*HH]�RU�$PKDULF�ZLOO�HDVLO\�UHFRJQLVH�WKH�RULJLQDO�WHUPV��
WKH� LQWHUHVWHG�KLVWRULDQ�ZLOO�¿QG� WKHVH� WUDQVFULSWLRQV�� LQ�DSSUR[LPDWLRQ�RI�*HUPDQ�RUWKRJUDSK\��
HDV\� WR�KDQGOH��/LNHZLVH�DOO� WLWOHV��RI¿FHV�DQG�QDPHV�KDYH�EHHQ� WUHDWHG� LQ� WKLV�IDVKLRQ��$�VKRUW�
H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�HDFK�ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�IRRWQRWHV��EXW�ZLWKRXW�UHIHUHQFH�WR�HLWKHU�GLFWLRQDULHV�
RU��RIWHQ�LQH[LVWDQW��VHFRQGDU\�OLWHUDWXUH�

��6W\OLVWLF�WKHPH�DQG�SULQFLSOH��PDQ\�UHWURVSHFWLYHV�DQG�DGGHQGD�LQ�WKH�RWKHUZLVH�OLQHDU�
VHTXHQFH�RI�WKH�FKURQLFOHV�DUH�XVXDOO\�H[SODLQHG�DV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�WKH�VXEMHFW¶V�FRQWH[W��2IWHQ�WKH�
%LEOH�LV�TXRWHG�DV�D�WH[WXDO�H[DPSOH��ZKLFK�DOVR�GRHV�QRW�SURFHGH�LQ�VWULFW�FKURQRORJLFDO�RUGHU�

7 (WK���mäl’akä hayl, D� SXUH� *HH]� WLWOH�� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ� WR� DElJD]� LQ� VSRNHQ� ODQJXDJH���
SHUKDSV�RI�+DUDUL�RULJLQ�

��$PKDULF��behtwädäd: ROG�$PKDULF�GHVLJQDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�RI¿FH��ras��PRGHUQ�$UDELF�WHUP��
Zl]LU��ERUURZHG�IURP�$UDELF��RU�DElJD]��6HPLWLF�WHUP�ERUURZHG�IURP�WKH�0XVOLP�SRSXODWLRQV�RI�
6RXWK�(WKLRSLD��7KLV�JLYHV�D�IRUHWDVWH�RI�WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�SUREOHPV�FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKHVH�KLVWRULRJUDSKLF�
WH[WV�ZULWWHQ�LQ�D�PL[HG�ODQJXDJH�

��$PKDULF�SOXUDO�RI�mäkwännen ³ORUG�´�6\QRQ\P�LQ�*HH]�ZRXOG�EH�mäsafent.
���$OVR� FDOOHG�wämbär ³WKURQH�� MXGJH¶V� VHDW�´�7KH�*HH]� SOXUDO� WR� WKLV�$PKDULF� WHUP� LV�

mänabert �DFWXDOO\� ³WKURQH´��� 6LPLODUO\�� liqawent LV� D� SHUWLQHQW� FUHDWLRQ� LQ� SVHXGR�*HH]� WR� ¿W�
$PKDULF�liq “eldest,” as an alternative to liqan DQG�WR�WKH�UHDO�$PKDULF�OLTRþþ�

���3XUH�$PKDULF�WHUP��DFWXDOO\�³FRPPDQGHU´���PD\�EH�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�OLWHUDU\�ODQJXDJH�DV�
bäalä hegg ³OHJDO�H[SHUW�´�SHUWLQHQW�WR�LW�LV�D]L]DQ��D�FUHDWLRQ�LQ�SVHXGR�*HH]�

���*HH]�WHUP��OLWHUDOO\�³VFULEH�RI�WKH��UR\DO��FRPPDQG�´�
���³6SOHQGRXU�RI�WKH�NLQJV�´�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�QDWLRQDO�HSLF��6HH��DPRQJ�QXPHURXV�WLWOHV��WKH�

PRVW�UHFHQW��)UHQFK��WUDQVODWLRQ�E\�*pUDUG�&2/,1��La Gloire des rois (Kebra Nagast). Épopée
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ZKLFK� WKH� FRXUW� FRXQVHOORU�:lOGl�7HQVD¶H�� WKH� UHQRZQHG� H[SHUW� RI� WUDGLWLRQDO�
law (täbib ma’meranä wäg��� DV�ZHOO� DV� WKH� ERRN� RI� ODZV��ZKLFK� WKH� DQFHVWRUV�
�RI� WKH� FRXQVHOORUV�� KDYH� FRPSLOHG� DW� WKH� WLPH� RI� KLV�0DMHVW\�0lOlN�6lJlG���

Chapter��7KH�QH[W�PRUQLQJ��RQ�WKH��st�0lJJDELW��SULPH�PLQLVWHU�<RKDQQHV�
VXPPRQHG� DOO� WKH� FRXUW� FRXQVHOORUV� LQ� KLV� WHQW� DQG� GHOLYHUHG� WR� WKHP� DOO� WKH�
LQVWUXFWLRQV�RI�WKH�NLQJ��7KH\�UHSOLHG��³7KHVH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DUH�VXSHUE��:H�ZLOO�
FRQVXOW�WKH�ERRN�RI�OHJDO�FXVWRPV��VWUDLJKWDZD\�DQG�UHSRUW�WR�WKH�NLQJ�WRPRUURZ�´

7KH� QH[W� PRUQLQJ� WKH� NLQJ� EDGH� WKH� FRXQVHOORUV� �D]]Då�� =l�0lQIlV�
4HGGXV�DQG�0LQDV�WR�KLV�ULJKW��DQG�WKH�FRXQVHOORUV�WR�KLV�OHIW�ZHUH�$PRQL�DQG�
=l�0lQIlV�4HGGXV����+H�DVNHG�WKHVH�OHJDO�H[SHUWV�DQG�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WKHP��³/HW�
PH�KHDU�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�UHDG�\HVWHUGD\�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�OHJDO�FXVWRPV�DQG�KHDUG�
\RXUVHOI� IURP� WKH� IDWKHUV� �LQ�RUDO� WUDGLWLRQ��´�7KH�DIRUHPHQWLRQHG�FRXQVHOORUV�
UHSOLHG��³2XU�/RUG��ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�UHDG�DQG�KHDUG�LV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�

� ³)LUVW�RI�DOO�WKH�UHJXODU�FRORQHO��RI�WKH�DUP\��'HO�ýHIUD�SURQRXQFHV�
his verdict!...”

7KHQ� IROORZV� D� ORQJ� OLVW� RI� WKH� SULQFLSDO� FRXUW� FRXQVHOORUV�� and their 
UHFRUGHG� UDQN�� ZKLFK� GRHV� QRW� IXUWKHU� FRQFHUQ� XV� QRZ��:H� VKDOO� UHWXUQ� WR� LW�
ZKHQ�ZH�ZLOO�KHDU�WKH�FRQWLQXDWLRQ�RI�WKH�VWRU\�DERXW�WKH�JRRG�ROG�ODZ����:KLFK�
WUDGLWLRQ� SUHYDLOV"�$UH� WKHUH� FRQWUDVWV� LQ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ"��:H� FDQ� DOUHDG\�GUDZ�
VRPH�FRQFOXVLRQV�RQ�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�ZULWWHQ�WUDGLWLRQ�LQ�(WKLRSLD�DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�
RI� UR\DO� ODZ�� ,W� LV� UHPDUNDEOH� WKDW� WKH�PRVW�SURPLQHQW� WHFKQLFDO� WHUPV�FDQ�EH�
UHSURGXFHG�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ODQJXDJHV��7KH�OLWHUDU\�ODQJXDJH�*HH]��ZKLFK�LV�WKH�/RZ�
/DWLQ�RI�(WKLRSLD��KDV�VHULRXV�GLI¿FXOWLHV�LQ�SURYLGLQJ�D�YRFDEXODU\�IRU�SUDFWLFDO�
DQG� WHFKQLFDO� DVSHFWV� RI� HYHU\GD\� OLIH��7KHVH� WHUPV� DUH� VRPHWLPHV� WUDQVODWHG�
OLWHUDOO\�� EXW� RIWHQ� WKH� VDPH� H[SUHVVLRQ� LV� DOVR� JLYHQ� LQ�$PKDULF�� WKH� VSRNHQ�
ODQJXDJH�DQG��PRUH�LPSRUWDQWO\��WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�NLQJ�±�lesanä-negus��7KLV�

QDWLRQDOH�GH�O¶eWKLRSLH��3DULV��������8QG�0DQIUHG�.5233��Ã=XU�'HXWXQJ�GHV�7LWHOV�.HEUD�1DJDVWµ��
,Q��Oriens Christianus. ������������������

���6lUVl�'HQJHO��UXOHG�IURP�$'������������L�H��DERXW�����\HDUV�EHIRUH�
���7KH�VRQ�RI�VDLG�:lOGl�7HQVD¶H"
���It is known as the list ]l�\HTlGGHP�Ol�PHNU�³ZKR�SDVVHV�KLV�MXGJHPHQW�¿UVW´�DQG�H[LVWV�

LQ�GLYHUJLQJ�HGLWLRQV��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH�EHORZ��FI��RQH�HGLWLRQ�LQ�-RVHSK�9$5(1%(5*+��Studien
]XU�lWKLRSLVFKHQ�5HLFKVRUGQXQJ��3KLO��'LVV��6WUD�EXUJ��������� �=HLWVFKULIW�I�U�$VV\ULRORJLH������
�������������S������7KLV�HGLWLRQ�LV�RQO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�GLVVHUWDWLRQ��WKH�SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�SLHFH�LV�
DQQRXQFHG�WKHUH��EXW�KDV�QHYHU�EHHQ�UHDOLVHG��&I��RQ�WKLV�WRSLF�DOVR�0DULD�*HRUJLD�67</,$128',��
Droit et Société en Éthiopie médiévale: Ser’ata Mangest: Analyse sémiotique d’un texte juridique 
éthiopien. 7KqVH�SRXU�OH�GRFWRUDW�GH��qPH�F\FOH��8QLYHUVLWp�3DULV�,� �3DQWKHyQ�6RUERQQH��������
S����������ÃRUGUH�GH�SUpVHDQFH³��7KH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�Thesaurus linguae aethiopicae �8QLYHUVLWlW�
0DLQ]�� FRQWDLQV� DV� D� GLJLWDO� WH[W� D� FULWLFDO� HGLWLRQ� RI� WKH�Ser’ata mangest ZLWK� DFFRPSDQ\LQJ�
GRFXPHQWV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�HGLWLRQV��EDVHG�RQ����PDQXVFULSWV��$�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZLWK�FRPPHQWDU\�EDVHG�RQ�
WKLV�HGLWLRQ�LV�LQ�SUHSDUDWLRQ�

The good old law. Literacy and orality in the practice of Ethiopian royal law
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FKRLFH�LV�D�PDWWHU�RI�SUHVWLJH��LW�LV�WKH�lingua curiale��FRPSDUDEOH�WR�KRZ�6LFLOLDQ�
was employed by the last Staufer kings, though it only develops into a literary 
ODQJXDJH� FRPSDUDWLYHO\� ODWH��+HQFH� DOO� RXU� WUDGLWLRQ�RI�(WKLRSLDQ�KLVWRU\� DQG�
Ethiopian law is made of translations, even though the translation only takes 
SODFH� LQ� WKH� VFULEH¶V�PLQG�� ,Q� WKH� VDPH�ZD\� DV�PDQ\� D�/RZ�/DWLQ� WH[W�� VXFK�
DV�3DXO� WKH�'HDFRQ�RU�D�*HUPDQ�PHGLHYDO�DXWKRU�ZULWLQJ� LQ�/DWLQ�� LW� LV�RIWHQ�
RQO\�RXU�EDFNJURXQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�PRWKHU�ODQJXDJH�ZKLFK�PDNHV�
D�WH[W�IXOO\�LQWHOOLJLEOH��6HFRQGO\�±�DQG�KHUH�ZH�UHWXUQ�WR�PRUH�UHFHQW�ULGLFXOH��
,Q� DFFRUGDQFH� ZLWK� 3DUNLQVRQµV� /DZV�� WKLV� DQFLHQW� ODZ� LV� RIWHQ� FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK�LWVHOI�� L�H�� LW�JLYHV�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�
LWVHOI��DQG�LW�VXJJHVWV�RI¿FLDO�UDQNLQJV�RI� LWV�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��$OO�WLPH�SRSXODUV�
DUH� TXDUUHOV� RYHU� FRPSHWHQFH�� SULRULW\� DQG� SULYLOHJH� DPRQJ� FRXUW� MXGJHV� DQG�
FRXQVHOORUV�� ,QGHHG� WKHVH� WKHPHV� UHFXU� VR� IUHTXHQWO\� LQ� WKH� WUDGLWLRQ� WKDW� LW� LV�
KDUGO\�DQ�H[DJJHUDWLRQ�WKDW�LW�LV�WKDQNV�WR�WKHVH�LVVXHV�WKDW�PXFK�RI�LW�KDV�EHHQ�
¿[HG�DQG�SUHVHUYHG�DW�DOO��,W�LV�PRVWO\�ORZHU�RI¿FLDOV��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH�LQ�EULHI��
ZKR�FDUU\�RXW�WKHVH�GLVSXWHV��ZKLFK�LV�KDUGO\�VXUSULVLQJ�VLQFH�LW�ZDV�WKLV�YHU\�
FODVV�RI�RI¿FLDOV�WKDW�ZDV�HQWUXVWHG�ZLWK�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DUFKLYHV�DQG�
WKXV�KDG�WKH�DPSOHVW�RFFDVLRQV�WR�UHFRUG�WKHLU�FDVHV�IRU�SRVWHULW\��6WLOO�RQH�LV�OHIW�
WR�ZRQGHU�ZKDW�PDGH�WKHVH�FOHUNV��RU�WKHLU�PRGHUQ�FRXQWHUSDUWV�IRU�WKDW�VDNH��
PRUH�IDPLOLDU�DQG�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�WKDQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH�RQ�PDWWHUV�RI�FXVWRPV�DQG�
SURFHGXUHV��YHQWXUH�WR�SLFN�VXFK�TXDUUHOV�DW�DOO��

%HIRUH�WXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�OLWHUDF\�DQG�RUDOLW\�LQ�UR\DO�ODZ�DQG�ODZ�
FRXUWV��OHW�XV�¿UVW�RI�DOO�FRQVLGHU�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�GHYHORSPHQW�RI�OHJDO�SUDFWLFH��LQ�
(WKLRSLD��LQ�RUGHU�WR�HOXFLGDWH�WKH�FRQWH[W�DQG�UHODWLRQV�LQ�ZKLFK�FRXUW�MXVWLFH�KDV�
WR�EH�UHJDUGHG��7KLV�ZLOO�EH�IROORZHG�E\�D�EULHI�FRPPHQW�RQ�KRZ�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�
&KULVWLDQ�FXOWXUH�DSSUHFLDWHV�ODQJXDJH�DQG�OLWHUDF\�

&RQWL� 5RVVLQL�� H[SORUHU� DQG� H[SHUW� RI� (WKLRSLDQ� KLVWRU\�� WR� ZKRP� ZH�
RZH�WKH�DSW�VWUXFWXUDO�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�(WKRSLD�ZLWK�SUH�2WWRQLF�
*HUPDQ\�DQG�,WDO\��ZULWHV�LQ�KLV�Principî di diritto consuetudinario dell’Eritrea,��
ZKLFK�LV�D�IXQGDPHQWDO�UHDGLQJ�XQWLO�WRGD\��RQ�S������

³$�VWULNLQJ�IDFW�LV�WKH�YLUWXDOO\�FRPSOHWH�DEVHQFH�RI�UR\DO�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ�WKH�
¿HOG�RI�OHJLVODWLRQ��1R�NLQJ�RI�$E\VVLQLD�KDV�HYHU�LVVXHG�HLWKHU�D�FLYLO�RU�FULPLQDO�
ODZ�H[WHQGLQJ�RYHU�WKH�HQWLUH�NLQJGRP��WKH�VFDUFH�H[FHSWLRQV�RQO\�KDG�D�OLPLWHG�
HIIHFW��:ULWWHQ�ODZV�DUH�HQWLUHO\�DEVHQW��7KH�GHFUHHV�RI�WKH�NLQJ��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKRVH�
RI�UHJLRQDO�DXWKRULWLHV��DUH�SXEOLFO\�SURFODLPHG��XVXDOO\�RQ�PDUNHW�VTXDUHV��(DFK�
UHJLRQ�IROORZV�LWV�RZQ�RUDOO\�WUDQVPLWWHG�ODZV��<HW�KH�LV�FKLHI�MXVWLFH�RI�KLV�NLQJGRP�´

7KH�SK\VLFDO�IUDJPHQWDWLRQ�RI� WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�KLJK�SODLQ��ZLWK�LWV�UXJJHG�
ODQGVFDSHV�DQG�GLYHUVH�FOLPDWHV��LV�HFKRHG�LQ�WKH�YDULHW\�RI�LWV�SHRSOHV��ODQJXDJHV�
DQG�FXOWXUHV��RQO\� ORRVHO\�KHOG� WRJHWKHU�E\�D�FRPPRQ�VWDWHO\�FRQFHSW�� WKDW�RI�
WKH� &KULVWLDQ�PRQDUFK\�� 7KH� UDF\� OHJDO� V\VWHPV� UHÀHFW� WKH� VDPH� GLYHUVLW\� LQ�

�� 5RPD���������Manuali Coloniali)
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(WKLRSLD��ZKHUH� HYHQ� WKH� VPDOOHVW� VRFLDO� XQLWV� VXFK� DV� WKH� FODQ�RU� WKH�KDPOHW�
OLYH�E\�WKHLU�WUDGLWLRQDO�VHOI�HVWDEOLVKHG�OHJDO�FXVWRPV��7KH\�DUH�WUDQVPLWWHG�E\�
ZRUG�RI�PRXWK�IURP�JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�JHQHUDWLRQ��$�FRPPRQ�WKUHDG��DQG�KHQFH�SDUW�
RI�D�FRPPRQ�(WKLRSLDQ�KHULWDJH�� LV� WKH�HPSKDVLV�RQ� WKH�FRQWUDFWXDO�FKDUDFWHU�
RI�DOO�OHJDO�LQVWLWXWLRQV��H�J��PDUULDJH���ZKLFK�HQVXUHV�WKH�VWURQJ�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�
JXDUDQWRUV��7KXV�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�EULGH�LV�VWUHQJWKHQHG�DV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�RQH�
RI�WKH�SDUWLHV�WR�HQWHU�D�FRQWUDFW�DW�PDUULDJH��9DULRXV�OHJDO�V\VWHPV�WKXV�FRH[LVW�
ZLWKRXW� LQWHUIHUHQFH�RQ�GLIIHUHQW�KLHUDUFKLF� OHYHOV��2QO\� LQ� WZR�FDVHV�GR� WKH\�
LQWHUWZLQH��LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�ODZV�RI�YDVVDODJH�DQG�IHDOW\��ZKHQ�RQH�JURXS�RU�SHRSOH�
ULVHV� DV� WKH�PDVWHU�RI� DQRWKHU�� DQ�RFFXUUHQFH�ZKLFK� FDQ�RIWHQ�EH�REVHUYHG� LQ�
(WKLRSLDQ�KLVWRU\�GRZQ�WR�UHFHQW�WLPHV��/DZV�RI�UHODWLRQVKLS�RU�UDWKHU�FROOLVLRQ�
DUH�WKHQ�FUHDWHG��ZKLFK�DUH�XVXDOO\�PRGHOOHG�DIWHU�WKRVH�RI�WKH�GRPLQDQW�JURXS��
WR� UHJXODWH� WKH� PLQLPDO� HFRQRPLF� DQG� SROLWLFDO� UHODWLRQVKLSV� EHWZHHQ� ERWK�
JURXSV��7KH\�PRVWO\�GHDO�ZLWK�TXHVWLRQV�RI�OHY\��WULEXWH�DQG�GLVWULEXWLRQ�RI�ODQG��
WR� VRPH�GHJUHH�DOVR�TXHVWLRQV�RI� VRFLDO�KLHUDUFK\� �VODYHV�DQG� IHXGDO� WHQDQWV���
7R�HQIRUFH� WKLV� ODZ��D�IHXGDO� ORUG� LV�DSSRLQWHG�DV�SHUVRQDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�ZKR�
VWDQGV�DERYH� WKH�DXWRQRPRXV�RI¿FLDOV�RI� WRZQV�DQG�YLOODJHV��+H�H[HUFLVHV�DOO�
KLJKHU� MXULVGLFWLRQ��¿[HV� WKH� WULEXWHV� DQG�RUJDQLVHV� WKHLU� FROOHFWLRQ��+RZHYHU��
WKURXJK�UHOLJLRXV�PLVVLRQDU\�ZRUN��DOVR�WKH�FLYLO�ODZV��WKH�VWDWXV�RI�LQGLYLGXDOV�
RI� WKH�GRPLQDQW�SHRSOH�FDQ�PDNH� WKHPVHOYHV� IHOW��QDPHO\�EHWZHHQ� ,VODP�DQG�
&KULVWLDQLW\�YL]��EHWZHHQ�QDWXUDO�DQG�PRQRWKHLVWLF�FUHHGV�

However, one should note that religious faith to either of the great 
PRQRWKHLVWLF�FUHHGV�SOD\V�DQ�DVWRXQGLQJO\�PLQRU�UROH�LQ�ODZ��RQ�WKH�FRQWUDU\��LQ�WKH�
FLYLO�VSKHUH�UHOLJLRQ�DOZD\V�KDG�WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�LWVHOI�WR�WUDGLWLRQDO�SUHVFULSWLYH�
ODZ��H�J��LQ�TXHVWLRQV�RI�PDUULDJH���7KLV�LV�DOVR�WUXH�RI�WKH�UR\DO�ODZ��ZKHUH�WKH�
EDVLF� LGHRORJ\� LQ� LWV� UHOLJLRXV�JDUE� LV� UHVWULFWHG� WR�D�PHUH�QRPLQDO� LQÀXHQFH� LQ�
SUDFWLFDO�PDWWHUV�

7KH� UR\DO� ODZ� LQ� PDQ\� UHVSHFWV� UHVHPEOHV� WKH� ODZV� RI� YDVVDODJH� DQG�
FROOLVLRQ�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��,W�LV�DERYH�DOO�WKH�FRPPRQ�ODZ�RI�WKH�UXOLQJ�G\QDVW\��
L�H�� LQ� WKH� ODVW�FHQWXULHV� WKH� ODZ�RI� WKH�$PKDULF�SHRSOH��7KHVH�6HPLWLF�SHRSOH�
from the South deposed the northern Agaw dynasty of the Zagwe, who in their 
WXUQ� KDG� EHHQ� WKH� GHVFHQGDQWV� RI� WKH� NLQJGRP� RI�$NVXP�� ,Q� WKLV� IXQFWLRQ� LW�
appears in the arrangement of family affairs within the nobility, and partly also 
RI�WKH�UR\DO�FRXUW��%XW�DW�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LW�LV�D�ODZ�RI�YDVVDODJH��ZKLFK�UHJXODWHV�
WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�YDULRXV�SDUWV�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP�DQG�WKH�FHQWUDO�FRXUW��
1DWXUDOO\�WKH�IRUHPRVW�LVVXHV�DUH�WKRVH�RI�OHYLHV��ZKLFK�DUH�XVXDOO\�UHTXHVWHG�LQ�
H[FKDQJH�IRU�¿HIV�gwelt��L�H��IRU�DOO�NLQGV�RI�ULJKWV�WR�WKH�XVXIUXFW�RI�ODQG�DQG�IRU�
WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�PHDVXUHV�WKDW�VXFK�WHUULWRULDO�FKDQJHV�QHFHVVLWDWH��� Another

�� ,� FKRVH� WKH� WHUP� ³¿HI´� DIWHU� VRPH� KHVLWDWLRQ� DQG�� DV� FDQ� EH� VHHQ�� ZLWK� WKH� KHOS� RI�
DQ� H[SOLFDWRU\� SDUDSKUDVH�� ,� GR� QRW� WKLQN� WKDW� RQH� VKRXOG� HQWLUHO\� UHQRXQFH� WR� WHFKQLFDO� WHUPV�
IURP�GLIIHUHQW�OHJDO�VSKHUHV��)RU�RQFH��WKH�WHUP�³¿HI´�LWVHOI�LV�DQ�XPEUHOOD�IRU�D�YDULHW\�RI�OHJDO�
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LPSRUWDQW�DVSHFW�LV�WKH�VXSUHPH�FRXUW��ZKLFK�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�LV�QRW�RQO\�FRQFHUQHG�
ZLWK�FDVHV�RI�WUHDVRQ��DV\OXP�DQG�VR�IRUWK��WKH�UR\DO�ODZ�FRXUW�ZDV��LQ�WKHRU\�DW�
OHDVW��DYDLODEOH�DV�WKH�FRXUW�RI�ODVW�LQVWDQFH�WR�DQ\�MXVWLFH�VHHNLQJ�VXEMHFW��� The
FKXUFK�DV�DQ�LQWHJUDO�SDUW�RI�SXEOLF�OLIH��HQGRZHG�ZLWK�WKH�PRQRSRO\�RQ�HGXFDWLRQ�
�RQ�WKH�UROH�RI�ZULWLQJ��VHH�EHORZ��DQG�H[WHQGHG�ODQG�SURSHUW\��OLNHZLVH�SOD\HG�
DQ�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�LQ�UR\DO�ODZ��1RW�WKDW�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�Fetha nägäst “Law of the 
.LQJV�´� D� FDQRQLFDO� FROOHFWLRQ� RI� WKH� &RSWLF� FKXUFK�� WUDQVODWHG� LQWR� (WKLRSLF�
SHUKDSV�LQ�WKH���th�F���HYHU�EHFDPH�ELQGLQJ�ODZ��WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�LWVHOI�ZDV�WR�D�ODUJH�
GHJUHH�XQLQWHOOLJLEOH�DQG�UHTXLUHG�DQ�$PKDULF�FRPPHQWDU\����ZKLFK�ZDV�RUDOO\�
WUDQVPLWWHG�DQG�IXOO�RI�KLJKO\�LQYHQWLYH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�±�QR��WKLV�FRPSLODWLRQ�KDV�
QRWKLQJ�WR�GR�ZLWK�(WKLRSLDQ�ODZ��,W�ZDV�RQO\�RFFDVLRQDOO\�FRQVXOWHG�LQ�SROLWLFDO�
FDVHV��ZKHQ�H�J��DJDLQVW�DOO�(WKLRSLDQ�OHJDO�FRQFHSWLRQV��D�UHEHO�ZDV�WR�EH�UHFDOOHG�
IURP�H[LOH����7KH�FKXUFK�ZDV�FDOOHG�LQWR�OHJDO�TXHVWLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�FLYLO�VWDWXV��
VXFK�DV�FDVHV�RI�GLYRUFH��DQG�WR�GHFLGH�RQ�WKH�FRPSHWHQFH�RI�VLQJOH�FRXUWV� LQ�
ODQG�GLVSXWHV��LQGHHG�VRPH�HGLFWV�DQG�SUHFHGHQWV�DUH�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�VR�FDOOHG�
ser’atä mängest��³WKH�RUGHU�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP�´�WR�ZKLFK�ZH�VKDOO�UHWXUQ�VRRQ���

7KH�¿UVW�DQG�PRVW�SURGXFWLYH�¿HOG��LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�NLQJ�WRRN�DFWLYH�PHDVXUHV�RI�
OHJLVODWLRQ��ZDV�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FHQWUH�RI�SRZHU��RI�WKH�UR\DO�FRXUW�LWVHOI��
ZKRVH�SROLWLFDO�OLIH�ZDV�UHJXODWHG�LQ�DQ�LPPHQVHO\�FRPSOLFDWHG�SURWRFRO�DQG�D�
PD]H�RI�LQVWUXFWLRQV�GRZQ�WR�WKH�ODVW�GHWDLO��,Q�WKH�EHVW�WLPHV�RI�WKH�µZDQGHULQJ¶�
UHVLGHQFH��L�H��WKH�PRELOH�WHQW�FDPS�RI�WKH�NLQJ��WKH�FHQWUH�FRPSULVHG�KXQGUHGV�RI�
QRWDEOHV�DQG�FRPPDQGHG�D�VWDQGLQJ�DUP\�RI��������VRXOV��ZLWK�DQ�DSSURSULDWHO\�
JLJDQWLF� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� RI� PHDQV� RI� WUDQVSRUW�� NLWFKHQV�� EDUUDFNV�� DUPRXUHU¶V�

LQVWLWXWLRQV��6HFRQGO\��LW�LV�RQO\�DQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�DSSURDFK�WKDW�HQDEOHV�XV�WR�DWWDLQ�D�JHQHUDO��
FRPSDUDWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RQ�KLVWRU\��ZKLFK�DV�FRPSDUDWLYH�OLQJXLVWLFV�XOWLPDWHO\�DLPV�DW�D�JHQHUDO�
DQWKURSRORJ\��

�� )XUWKHU�GHFUHHV�RQ�WKH�ULJKW�WR�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�UR\DO�ODZ�FRXUW�DWWHVW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�LQ�VHUYLFH�
���K�D�GD\��

���,W�KDV�RQO\�UHFHQWO\�EHHQ�¿[HG�LQ�ZULWWHQ�IRUP��FI��,JQD]LR�*8,',��,O�Ä)HWKD�1DJDVW³�
R� Ä/HJLVOD]LRQH� GHL� 5HL³�� &RGLFH� HFFOHVLDVWLFR� H� FLYLOH� GL� $ELVVLQLD�� 7UDGRWWR� H� DQQRWDWR��
(3XEEOLFD]LRQL� VFLHQWL¿FKH� GHO� 5�� ,VWLWXWR�2ULHQWDOH� GL� 1DSROL������ 5RPD�� ������Fetha Nägäst, 
nebab-ennä tergwame. $GGLV�$EHED�������lWK��6WLOV� ������Q�&KU�

�� ,Q�D�¿QH�H[DPSOH�RI�FLUFXODU�UHDVRQLQJ��VXFK�FDVHV�DUH�WKHQ�RIWHQ�WDNHQ�DV�HYLGHQFH�IRU�
WKH�SUDFWLFDO�YDOLGLW\�RI�WKH�Fetha nägäst��FI��WKH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�(QJOLVK�HGLWLRQ�E\�3$8/26�
TZADUA, The Fetha Nagast. The Law of the Kings. 7UDQVODWHG�IURP�WKH�*H¶H]��(GLWHG�E\�3HWHU�/��
675$866��$GGLV�$EHED��������S��;;,�;;9,��*&RQWU� �,JQD]LR�*8,',��³&RQWULEXWL�DOOD�VWRULD�
OHWWHUDULD� GL�$ELVVLQLD´�� ,Q��RRAL�� VHU�� ��� YRO�� ���� ������ �������� ������� ���������� ,�� ,O� 6HU¶DWD�
0DQJHVW��,9��/D�VWRULD�GL�,\DVX�,,�H�,\R¶DV�QHO�FRGLFH�GL�)UDQFRIRUWH��9��/D�VWRULD�GL�+D\OD�0LNk¶HO��
9,��8Q�ULVSRQVR�VXO�GLULWWR�GL�DVLOR����,9������I��9,��.U+D\��Die äthiopischen Königschroniken in 
GHU�6DPPOXQJ�GHV�'lJJD]PDF�+D\OX��� �Heidelberger Orientalistische Studien. �����)UDQNIXUW�DP�
0DLQ��XVZ������������������

�� The Ser’ata mangest ³WKH� RUGHU� RI� WKH� NLQJGRP´� LV� KHQFH� QRW� D� FRQVWLWXWLRQ�� DV� LV�
VRPHWLPHV�FODLPHG��1HLWKHU�LV�WKH�FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�SDVVDJH��FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�SUHFHGHQFWV�LQ�PDWWHUV�RI�
VWDWHO\�ODZ��D�V\VWHPDWLF�FKDSWHU�RQ�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FKXUFK�DQG�VWDWH�
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ZRUNVKRSV�DQG�VWRUDJH�IDFLOLWLHV��7KLV�ZDV�WKH�FDVH�XQGHU�=lU¶D�<D¶TRE�LQ�WKH�
PLG���th�F����7KH�PRELOLW\�RI� WKH�UHVLGHQFH�KDG�WZR�UHDVRQV�� WKH�PRQDUFK�ZDV�
ZHOO�DGYLVHG�WR�VKRZ�KLPVHOI�LQ�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�SURYLQFHV�IURP�WLPH�WR�WLPH�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�PDLQWDLQ�KLV�DXWKRULW\�WKHUH��VHFRQGO\��QRQH�RI�WKHP��XQGHU�WKH�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�
WUDGH�DQG�WUDQVSRUW�DW�WKH�WLPH��ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�UR\DO�FRXUW�IRU�DQ\�OHQJWK�
EH\RQG�WZR�WR�WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH�VXSSO\�RI�¿UH�ZRRG�ZDV�RQH�FUXFLDO�SUREOHP��,
D� VHFRQG� RQH� WKH� FOLPDWLF� VKLIWV� RI� WKH� FRXQWU\� IURP� UDLQ� WR� GU\� SHULRG��7KH�
HYHQWXDO� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� D� SHUPDQHQW� UHVLGHQFH� LQ� WKH� ��th� F�� XQGHU�*RQGlU��
DWWDLQHG�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�IRUHLJQ�FUDIWVPHQ��FDQ�KDUGO\�EH�VHHQ�DV�D�GHOLEHUDWH�
VWHS�WRZDUGV�XUEDQLVDWLRQ��LW�ZDV�UDWKHU�D�JHVWXUH�RI�UHVLJQDWLRQ��7KH�NLQJ�ZDV�
UDWKHU� IRUFHG� WR� UHQRXQFH� WR� YLVLWLQJ� DOO� SDUWV� RI� KLV� NLQJGRP�� IDFHG�ZLWK� WKH�
WHPSHVW�RI�,VODPLF�LQYDVLRQV�DQG�LUUXSWLRQV�RI�YDULRXV�2URPR�SHRSOHV�LQ�WKH���th

F��+H�UHVWULFWHG�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�RQH�FRUH�SURYLQFH�DQG�WKH�GHOHJDWLRQ�RI�
WKH�RXWHU�WHUULWRULHV�WR�UHJLRQDO�JRXYHUQRXUV�DQG�SULQFHV��ZKRVH�WLHV�WR�WKH�FHQWUDO�
SRZHU�ZHUH�VWHDGLO\�GLPLQLVKLQJ��1HYHUWKHOHVV��DQG�ZHOO�H[SOLFDEOH�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�
RI�3DUNLQVRQ¶V�/DZ��UR\DO�ODZ�DQG�SURWRFRO�ZHUH�JUHDWO\�HQKDQFHG�LQ�WKLV�SHULRG�

7R�WXUQ�WR�RUDOLW\�DQG�OLWHUDF\��DQG�WR�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FODVVLFDO�
*HH]��ODQJXDJH�RI�ZULWLQJ�DQG�KLJK�FXOWXUH��DQG�WKH�SRSXODU�ODQJXDJHV��HVSHFLDOO\�
$PKDULF��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�OHJDO�V\VWHPV�5HFKWVRUGQXQJHQ�RI�WKH�IUHH�SHDVDQW�
SRSXODU� ULJKWV�� HDFK�PHPEHU�RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\�ZLWK� D� SURQRXQFHG� FXOWXUH�RI�
YHUEDO�DUJXPHQWV�KDG�WKH�ULJKW�WR�DSSHDO�WR�WKH�FRXUW��KHUH�WKH�PRGHVW�SHDVDQW�
FRXOG�RIWHQ�VKLQH�DV�DFFRPSOLVKHG�RUDWRU�

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�WHVWLPRQ\�RI�WKH�6ZHGLVK�JHQHUDO�(ULF�9LUJLQ�LQ��������

The Abyssinian is a born speaker, and neglects no opportunity 
of exercising his talent. A lawsuit is a hjeaven-sent opening 
and entails as a rule a large and appreciative audience. Now 
threatening and gesticulating, now hoarsely whispering with 
shrugged shoulders, now tearfully, he tells of his vanished farthing, 
DQG� SRLQWV� D� PHQDFLQJ�� WUHPEOLQJ� ¿QJHU� WRZDUGV� WKH� DFFXVHG�
The judge, sitting in the midst of a circle of spectators, having listened 

���7KHUH�LV�WUDQVODWLRQ�E\�3HGUR�3$(=�LQ�KLV�(WKLRSLDQ�KLVWRU\��FI��Rerum aethiopicarum 
VFULSWRUHV� RFFLGHQWDOHV� LQHGLWL� D� VDHFXOR� ;9,� DG� ;,;�� �$� FXUD� GL� &DPLOOR� %(&&$5,�� 9RO�� ���
5RPD��������UHSU��%UX[HOOHV����������������,W�LV�XQIRUWXQDWHO\�LQFRPSOHWH��EXW�FHUWDLQO\�UHOLHV�RQ�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV��L�H��IURP�¿UVW�KDQG�VRXUFHV�

���7KH�DWWHPSW�WR�D�TXDQWLWDWLYH�VWXG\�RQ�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�DYDLODEOH�ZRRG�UHVHUYHV�KDV�EHHQ�
PDGH��LW�LV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�VPHOWLQJ�RI�LURQ�LQ�8PDQ�DQG�UHOLHV�RQ�WKH�SDUDPHWHUV�RI�FOLPDWLF�
FRQGLWLRQV� DQG� YHJHWDWLRQ� RI� FHUWDLQ� DUHDV�� RI� FRXUVH� H[WUDSRODWHG� IURP�PRGHUQ� FRQGLWLRQV�� FI��
'LHWHU� (&.67(,1�� :DOWHU� /,(6(� XQG� -RVHI� 67,(%(5�� Ã+RO]YHUVRUJXQJ� LP� SUlKLVWRULVFKHQ�
.XSIHUEHUJEDX�LQ�2PDQ³��,Q��Naturwissenschaftliche Rundschau. ������������������

���(ULF�9,5*,1��7KH�$E\VVLQLD�,�NQHZ��� �$ELVVLQVND�PLQQHQ��/RQGRQ���������������&I��
DOVR�'RQDOG�1��/(9,1(��Wax and Gold. 7UDGLWLRQ�DQG�,QQRYDWLRQ�LQ�(WKLRSLDQ�&XOWXUH��&KLFDJR��
/RQGRQ��������6����������DQG�V�Y��litigation LQ�WKH�LQGH[��SDVVLP��
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to his eloquence with a grave and thoughtful mien, nov invites the 
accused to reply. Like a released spring he leaves up, and with raised 
hands calls heaven to witness his innocence, then falls on one knee, 
ULVHV��VWDQGV�RQ�WLSWRH��GURSV�EDFN�RQ�KLV�KHHOV��VKDNHV�KLV�¿VW�XQGHU�
the nose of his adversary and approaches the judge with clasped 
hands, while all the time an unceasing stream of words pours from 
KLV�OLSV��7KHQ�LW�LV�RQFH�PRUH�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH�¿UVW��DQG�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�WKH�
duel of words continues for hour after hour…

This behaviour is found through all stages of appeal, up to the royal law 
FRXUW�� VLQFH�$PKDULF� LV� QRW� RQO\� WKH� ODQJXDJH� RI� WKH� SHRSOH�� EXW� DOVR� lesanä
negus��³WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�NLQJ�´�+HQFH�DOO�MXULGLFDO�WH[WV�±�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�ODZV�
RI� WKH�FKXUFK�±�KDYH� WR�EH� WUDQVODWLRQV�RI�YHUEDO�$PKDULF� WH[WV��7KLV� LV�D�IDFW�
ZKLFK��RIWHQ�RYHUORRNHG��EHDUV�HQRUPRXV�FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�RXU�OLWHUDU\�FULWLTXH�
RI�WKH�PDQXVFULSWV�

0RUHRYHU��HYHQ�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�VFKRODU�±�&KULVWLDQLW\�EHLQJ�GRXEWOHVVO\�D�OLWHUDU\�
UHOLJLRQ�±�GRHV�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�ZULWH��KH�OHDUQV�E\�KHDUW�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�SODFH��WKH�ZD\�KLV�
PDVWHUV�KDYH�WDXJKW�KLP�LQ�ORQJ�\HDUV�RI�RUDO�WHDFKLQJ��7KRXJK�KH�UHDGV��KH�GRHV�QRW�
ZULWH�KLPVHOI��EXW�GLFWDWHV��7KH�VFULEH��TXP�VD¿�LQ�$PKDULF��LV�VHHQ�DV�UDWKHU�VLPSOH�
PLQGHG��RU�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�KDOI�FOHULFV��däbtära LQ�$PKDULF��DV�D�GDQJHURXV�IHOORZ��
VNLOOHG�LQ�KDQGOLQJ�DPXOHWV�DQG�WKH�DUWV�RI�PDJLF��7KH�ODQJXDJH�RI�FKURQLFOHV�DQG�
RWKHU�VHFXODU�WH[WV��VXFK�DV�OHJDO�GRFXPHQWV��±�D�YHU\�SHFXOLDU�PL[WXUH�RI�*HH]�DQG�
$PKDULF���LV�DFFRUGHG�D�VSHFLDO�VWDWXV��lesanä tarik��³ODQJXDJH�RI�FKURQLFOHV�´�ZKLFK�
LV�EHORZ�WKH�SUHVWLJH�RI�*HH]��,W�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�UHSURGXFH�VSRNHQ�ODQJXDJH�ZLWK�DOO�
WKH�WULYLDOLWLHV�RI�HYHU\GD\�OLIH��DQG�LQGHHG�RIWHQ�ZKHQ�IDFHG�ZLWK�SHFXOLDU�$PKDULF�
ZRUGV��LW�DGRSWV�WKHP�DV�ORDQ�ZRUGV��,Q�OHJDO�WH[WV��WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�FKURQLFOHV�LV�EXW�
D�SDOH�UHÀHFWLRQ�RI�$PKDULF�UKHWRULF�FXOWXUH��DQG�PDQLIHVWO\�IDLOV�WR�UHSURGXFH�LWV�
SROLVK�DQG�YLYDFLW\��<HW�LW�RZHV�LWV�YHU\�H[LVWHQFH�WR�WKH�FRQWLQXRXV�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�
VSRNHQ�ZRUG��DQG�LW�LV�RXU�WDVN��LI�ZH�DUH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�D�GRFXPHQW�LQ�WKLV�NLQG�RI�
*HH]��WR�UHWUDFH�WKLV�PHFKDQLVP�RI�WUDQVODWLRQ�EDFN�WR�LWV�VSRNHQ�RULJLQ���

$�IHZ�ZRUGV�RQ�OHJDO� WHUPLQRORJ\��hegg �GHULYHG�IURP�FRPPRQ�6HPLWLF�
+**��GHVLJQDWHV�LQ�(WKLRSLF�WKH�¿[HG��FRGL¿HG�ODZ��ZKLFK�LV�XVXDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
DV�%LEOLFDO�ODZ��DV�LWV�XVDJH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DV\OXP�WULDOV�VKRZV��5HODWHG�WR�hegg is 
feth��OLWHUDOO\�³VHQWHQFH��&RXQVHO¶V�RSLQLRQ�´�LW�LV�DOVR�HPSOR\HG�DV�D�YHUE��fätha and 
täfätha ³WR�VHQWHQFH´�DQG�³WR�EH�VHQWHQFHG�´���7KH�FRPPRQ�(WKLRSLF�ser’at “order, 
LQVWUXFWLRQ�´�RU�³HGLFW��ODZ��FHUHPRQ\�´�UHODWHG�WR�$UDELF�šari’a��EXW�VHPDQWLFDOO\�

�� 2QH�VKRXOG�NHHS�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�WKH�H[RUELWDQW�SULFHV�RI�ZULWLQJ�PDWHULDOV�DORQH�VHW�FOHDU�
OLPLWV�WR�WKH�NHHSLQJ�RI�UHFRUGV��RQH�KHUG�RI�VKHHS�IRU�RQH�ERRN��

�� 7KH� FRUUHVSRQGLQJ�4XUDQLF� H[SUHVVLRQ�ZLWK� WKLV� SDUWLFXODU� VLJQL¿FDQFH� KDV� UHDFKHG�
1RUWKDUDELDQ�HLWKHU�YLD�2OG�6RXWKDUDELDQ�RU�GLUHFWO\�YLD�(WKLRSLF��LQ�1RUWKHUQ�$UDELF�WKH�URRW��KDV�
D�GLIIHUHQW�PHDQLQJ�
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LQ�ERWK�ODQJXDJHV�GHULYHG�IURP�HQWLUHO\�GLIIHUHQW�¿HOGV��LW�PD\�EH�UHODWHG�WR�räte’a,
³VWUDLJKW��FRUUHFW�´�$�ser’at rests on wäg / tarik ³SUHVFULSWLYH�ODZ�DQG�WUDGLWLRQDO��
KLVWRULFDO�SUHFHGHQW�´�wäge’a ³WR�QDUUDWH´�LV�SHFXOLDU�WR�(WKLR�6HPLWLF��QRW�IRXQG�LQ�
$VLR�6HPLWLF�ODQJXDJHV��6HPDQWLFDOO\��WKH�ZRUG�VKRXOG�EH�FRPSDUHG�WR�FRPPRQ�
6HPLWLF�/0'���LQ�IDFW��(WKLR�6HPLWLF�LV�LQFUHDVLQJO\�WXUQLQJ�RXW�WR�EH�VXUSULVLQJO\�
DXWRQRPRXV� DQG� SDUWLFXODU�� HVSHFLDOO\� ZKHQ� LW� FRPHV� WR� WKH� EDVLF� WHUPV� RI� LWV�
ODQJXDJH� DQG� FXOWXUH���� 2WKHU� WHUPV�� H�J�� GHULYHG� IURP� WKH� URRWV�.WNN, FRD, 
VKRXOG�EH�FDOOHG�LQWR�TXHVWLRQ��7KH�MXGJH�LV�FDOOHG�däñña, wämbär, liq or D]]Då�

:H� KDYH� QRWHG� SUH�HPLQHQW� SRVLWLRQ� RI� WKH� VSRNHQ�ZRUG� LQ� (WKLRSLD¶V�
OHJDO�SUDFWLFH�DQG�WKH�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�LWV�ODZV��%XW�ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�VRXUFHV�IRU�XV�
WR�UHFRQVWUXFW�WKLV�E\JRQH�RUDO�FXOWXUH"

7KH�JUHDWHVW� FRQWULEXWLRQ�RQ�SRSXODU�DQG�SUHVFULSWLYH� ODZV�FRPHV� IURP�
,WDOLDQ� FLYLO� VHUYDQWV� RI� WKH� FRORQLDO� DJH�� WKH\� KDG� UHFRUGV� PDGH� RI� WKH� RUDO�
ODZV�DQG�VWDWXWHV�RI� VLQJOH� WULEHV�DQG� UHJLRQV��5DWKHU� WKDQ�VFKRODUO\� UHVHDUFK��
WKHLU�SXUSRVHV�ZHUH�QDWXUDOO\�SUDJPDWLF�DQG�LPPHGLDWH��WR�FUHDWH�D�ELQGLQJ�DQG�
SRVLWLYH�V\VWHP�RI�ODZV��WKXV�WR�UHSODFH�WKH�fetha nägäst with the fetha Talyan 
“Laws of the Italians”, or better a fetha Martini, named after one of the governors 
RI�(ULWUHD��7KH�QHZ�feth ZDV�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG�E\�LQWHJUDWLQJ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�ODZV�LQ�
D�OHJDO�V\VWHP�DIWHU�(XURSHDQ�PRGHOV��7KLV�LV�ZK\�&RQWL�5RVVLQL¶V�Principî were
published in the series Manuali Coloniali��,W�UHPLQGV�XV�RI�VLPLODU�SURFHHGLQJV�
RI�WKH�(QJOLVK�LQ�,QGLD�DQG�6XGDQ��ZKHUH�WKH\�OLNHZLVH�FRGL¿HG�FRORQLDO�ODZV��
7KLV� LV� DOVR� WKH�XOWLPDWH� UHDVRQ�ZK\� WKH� ODZV�RI�1RUWKHUQ�(WKLRSLD�DUH�PXFK�
PRUH� IDPLOLDU� WR� XV� WKDQ� H�J�� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� ODZV� RI� WKH�$PKDULF� SHRSOH�� %\�
FRQWUDVW��+D\Ol�6HOODVH�,��ZKHQ�KH�ODWHU�FUHDWHG�WKH�QHZ�DXWRQRPRXV�VWDWH��GLG�
QRW�VKRZ�WKH�OHDVW�LQWHUHVW�RU�VFUXSOHV�ZKHQ�GRLQJ�DZD\�ZLWK�WKH�WUDGLWLRQDO�OHJDO�
V\VWHPV��)RUWXQDWHO\��D�KLJK�UHYHQXH�RI¿FHU��RXW�RI�KLV�SHUVRQDO�VFKRODUO\�DQG�
KLVWRULFDO� LQWHUHVW�� UHFRUGHG� SDUWV� RI� WKH� WUDGLWLRQDO� V\VWHPV� RI� WD[DWLRQ� LQ� WKH�
SURYLQFHV�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP��+LV�LV�DQ�LQYDOXDEOH�FROOHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�HQDEOHV�XV�WR�
LQWHUSUHW�DQFLHQW�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�WKH�PDQXVFULSWV���

�� ,�PD\�UHFRPPHQG�WKH�FRPSDUDWLYH�GLFWLRQDU\�RI�/HVODX��ZKLFK�LV�D�VXSHUEO\�DGHTXDWH�
WRRO� IRU� WKLV�NLQG�RI�VWXG\��FI��P\�UHYLHZ�RI�:ROI�/(6/$8��&RPSDUDWLYH�'LFWLRQDU\�RI�*H¶H]�
(Classical Ethiopic).:LHVEDGHQ��������,Q�Oriens Christianus��������������������XQG�³,QGLYLGXDOLWlW�
XQG�%LQGXQJ��'LH�*HVFKLFKWH�GHV�bWKLRSLVFKHQ��*ۑޏۑ]��LP�6SLHJHO�YRQ�:ROI�/HVODXV�&RPSDUDWLYH�
'LFWLRQDU\�´� ,Q��$IULNDV� +RUQ�� $NWHQ� GHU� HUVWHQ� ,QWHUQDWLRQDOHQ� /LWWPDQQ�.RQIHUHQ]�� ��� ELV� ���
Mai 2002 in München��+HUDXVJHJHEHQ�YRQ�:DOWHU�5DXQLJ�XQG�6WHIIHQ�:HQLJ��:LHVEDGHQ��������
(Meroitica���������������

�� 7KH� PDQ� LQ� TXHVWLRQ� LV� *lEUl�:lOG� (QJHGD�:lUT�� KLV� ZRUN� LV� FDOOHG� <l�,W\RS\D�
märet-ennä gebr sem �$GGLV��$EHED�������lWK��6WLOV� ������Q�&KU���DQG�KDV�EHHQ�WUDQVODWHG�LQWR�
(QJOLVK��µ(WKLRSLD¶V�7UDGLWLRQDO�6\VWHP�RI�/DQG�7HQXUH�DQG�7D[DWLRQ�¶�7UDQVODWHG�E\�0(1*(6+$�
*(66(66(�� ,Q��Ethiopia Observer. ������������������������$OO�RWKHU� VWXGLHV� UHVW�RQ� WKLV� WH[W��
VXFK�DV�%HUKDQRX�$EEHEH¶V��L’évolution de la propriété foncière au Choa (Ethiopie). 3DULV�������
D�ULFK�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�PDWHULDO�LV�DOVR�RIIHUHG�LQ�WKH�FRPSLODWLRQ�RI�0DKWlPl�6HOODVH�:lOGl�0lVTlO��
D�FKDQFHOORU�RI�+D\Ol�6HOODVH��XQGHU�WKH�WLWOH�=HNUl�QlJlU�ÃUHV�DFWDµ��$GGLV�$EHED�������(WK��6W\OH�
 �$'�������ZKLFK�KDV�VR�IDU�EHHQ�XQMXVWO\�RYHUORRNHG��OHW�DORQH�WUDQVODWHG��
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/HW�XV�QRZ�WXUQ�WR�WKH�DFWXDO�FDVHV�RI�WKH�UR\DO�ODZ��DV�LW�LV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�
ZULWWHQ�VRXUFHV��ZKLOH�NHHSLQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKH�SUHFHGHQFH�RI�WKH�VSRNHQ�ZRUG�RXWOLQHG�
DERYH��7KH\�FRQWDLQ�WKH�ser’atä gebr “banqueting order” (with the double meaning 
³V\VWHPV�RI�WD[DWLRQ´���DQG�D�IHZ�IXUWKHU�ser’at��HGLFWV��ZKLFK�VRPHWLPHV�DSSHDU�DV�
DSSHQGLFHV�WR�UR\DO�GHHGV�RI�JLIW��ZLWKRXW�QHFHVVDULO\�EHLQJ�SDUW�RI�WKHP�

$� YHU\� LQWHUHVWLQJ� SLHFH� LV� IRXQG� LQ� D� PDQXVFULSW� ZULWWHQ� E\� PDQ\�
KDQGV��ZKLFK�SUREDEO\�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�FKXUFK�RI�7lNOl�+D\PDQRW�DW�WKH�FRXUW�
RI�*RQGlU�� ,W� FRQWDLQV� VXSHUE�GHFUHHV� IURP� WKH� WLPH�RI�=lU¶D�<D¶TRE� DQG�KLV�
VXFFHVVRUV� ���WK� FHQWXU\���ZKLFK� DUH� WKHPVHOYHV� LQ� WXUQ� FRSLHG� IURP� GHFUHHV�
LQ�D�JRVSHO�IURP�$PED�*HVFKH��WKH�UR\DO�PRQDVWHU\�LQ�:ROOR��7KH�DXWKHQWLFLW\�
RI�WKLV�EULHI�WH[W�LV�EH\RQG�DQ\�GRXEW��,WV�SHFXOLDU�ODQJXDJH�LV�DQ�LGLRV\QFUDWLF�
EOHQG�RI�$PKDULF�DQG�*HH]�RI�DVWRXQGLQJ�YLJRXU�DQG�FODULW\��ZKLFK�UHSURGXFHV�
WKH�HPSHURU¶V�LGLRP���

:K\�GRHV�DQ�HYDQJHOLDU�LQ�D�FKXUFK�LQ�*RQGlU�FRQWDLQ�D�UR\DO�GHFUHH"�ZH�
HQFRXQWHU� KHUH� D� VLJQL¿FDQW� SHFXOLDULW\� RI� WKH� DUFKLYLQJ�RI� UR\DO� GRFXPHQWV��$�
UR\DO�GHHG�RI�JLIW�LV�SURQRXQFHG�E\�WKH�VSRNHQ�ZRUG��DQG�WKHQ�SXEOLFO\�SURFODLPHG�
DQG�WKXV�PDGH�OHJDOO\�HIIHFWLYH��7KH�NLQJ�GRHV�QRW�VSHDN�KLPVHOI��EXW�KLV�ZRUG�LV�
WUDQVPLWWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUW�YLD�WKH�³PRXWK�RI�WKH�NLQJ�´�afä negus, who then passes it 
on to the herald, who then goes to the market square where to the sound of drums 
±�GUXPV�DUH�RQH�RI�WKH�SULQFLSDO�UR\DO�LQVLJQLD�±�KH�SURFODLPV�WKH�GHFUHH��RIWHQ�
LQ�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�KLJK�RI¿FLDOV��$W�WLPHV�KRZHYHU��LW�ZDV�IRUELGGHQ�
IRU� WKH� NLQJ� WR� EH� YLVLEOH� WR� KLV� SHRSOH�� DQG� KH� ZRXOG� EH� FRQFHDOHG� EHKLQG� D�
FRXUWDLQ��:KHQ� IRU� LQVWDQFH� LQ� WKH�FRXUVH�RI�GHFLVLYH�EDWWOHV�� WKH�NLQJ�%l�(Gl�
0DU\DP����WK�FHQWXU\��DQG�/HEQl�'HQJHO����WK�FHQWXU\��VKRZHG�WKHPVHOYHV��WKH�
(WKLRSLDQ�SHRSOH�VFRUQHG�DW�WKHP�IRU�YLRODWLQJ�WKH�DQFLHQW�FXVWRP��,I�WKH�GHFUHH�
LV�UHJDUGHG�DV�VLJQL¿FDQW�� WKH�FKURQLVW� WKHQ�UHFRUGV�WKH�SURFODPDWLRQ��XVXDOO\�LQ�
DEEUHYLDWHG�IRUP��6XFK�UHFRUGLQJV�DUH�LQ�IDFW�WHVWLPRQLHV��VLQFH�WKH\�GR�QRW�RQO\�
FRQWDLQ�WKH�JLIWV��WKHLU�VL]H��YDOXH��EHQH¿FLDULHV�HWF���EXW�DOVR�WKH�ZLWQHVVHV�DQG�WKH�
ERRNV��ZKLFK�FRQWDLQ�IXUWKHU�FRSLHV�RI�WKH�GHHG��7KHVH�ERRNV��%LEOH�PDQXVFULSWV�
RU�SVDOPV��DUH�LQ�WKH�SULYDWH�DUFKLYHV�RI�QRWDEOHV��EXW�DOVR�LQ�WKH�DUFKLYHV�RI�WKH�
EHQH¿FLDU\� LQVWLWXWLRQ�� DQG� LQ� FKXUFKHV� DQG�PRQDVWHULHV��ZKLFK� FRXOG�EH� UHOLHG�
XSRQ�IRU�VDIHNHHSLQJ��6XFK�D�SURFHGXUH�LV�DWWHVWHG�RQ�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�
LQ�0DKGlUl�0DU\DP�QHDU�(VWH�E\�'l÷÷D]PDþ�+D\OX��ZKR�KDG�LW�UHFRUGHG�DPRQJ�
KLV�FKURQLFOHV��$�VHFRQG�HGLWLRQ�LV�SUHVHUYHG�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�LWVHOI���

7KLV� ZHOO�DWWHVWHG� SURFHGXUH� LV� HYHQ� RXWGRQH� E\� D� VHFRQG� RQH�� ZKLFK�
DOORZV�XV�WR�IROORZ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�D�FKXUFK�LQ�*RQGlU��ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�H[WDQW��IURP�

�� &I��0��.URSS�µ³'DQQ�VHQNH�GDV�+DXSW�XQG�JLE�LKU�QLFKW�LP�=RUQ´�(LQH�WHVWDPHQWDULVFKH�
9HUI�JXQJ�GHV�.DLVHUV�µ$PGl�6H\RQ�DXV�GHP�$UFKLY�GHU�+DQGVFKULIW�%0�2U���O¶��,Q��Orientalia
Suecana���������������������������

�� &I��.U+D\� �0DQIUHG�.5233��Die äthiopischen Königschroniken in der Sammlung 
des Dä÷÷D]PDþ�+D\OX��� �Heidelberger Orientalistische Studien. �����)UDQNIXUW�DP�0DLQ��XVZ����
������������
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LWV�IRXQGDWLRQ�XQGHU�6DORPR�,,�LQ������XQWLO�WKH�SUHVHQW�GD\��7KH�QDUUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQ�LV�IRXQG�LQ�WKH�FKURQLFOH��7KH�NLQJ¶V�VHFUHWDU\�LV�UHOXFWDQWO\�±�IRU�KRZ�
VKDOO�D�ZHDN�PDQ�SURWHFW�D�FKXUFK�±�DSSRLQWHG�DV�SDWURQ�DQG�VROLFLWRU��7KLV�LV�
ZKDW�KH�WHOOV�XV�LQ�WKH�FKURQLFOH�DQG�UHSURGXFHV�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�GRFXPHQW��$W�WKH�
VDPH�WLPH��D�ERRN�LQ�WKH�FKXUFK�SUHVHUYHV�WKH�VDPH�GRFXPHQW��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�D�
ORW�RI�IXUWKHU�GRFXPHQWV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�FKXUFK��JLIWV�IURP�WKH�NLQJ��LQYHQWRULHV�
RI� LWV�SURSHUW\��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�WHVWL¿HG�E\�VDLG�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORU� �DQG�KLV�VRQ�
LQ� WKH� IXQFWLRQ� RI� VROLFLWRU�� )XUWKHUPRUH� WKH� GRFXPHQW�PHQWLRQV� HLJKW� FRSLHV�
WR� EH�PDGH� DQG� GLVWULEXWHG� WR� YDULRXV� FKXUFKHV�� E\� OXFN� DQG� FRLQFLGHQFH�� DOO�
HLJKW�RI�WKHP�DUH�SUHVHUYHG�DQG�ZHUH�IRXQG�H[DFWO\�LQ�WKH�FKXUFKHV�OLVWHG��$QG�
¿QDOO\��2Q�WRS�RI�D�SDJH�LQ�RQH�RI�WKHVH�PDQXVFULSWV��D�VPDOO�VFUDS�RI�SDUFKPHQW�
ZDV�DWWDFKHG��ZKLFK�UHYHDOHG�LWVHOI� WR�EH�D�OHWWHU�RI�SURWHVW�IURP�WKH�DEERWW�RI�
WKH�FKXUFK� WR� WKH�UR\DO� ODZ�FRXUW��+H�FRPSODLQHG�IRU�EHLQJ�GHSULYHG�RI�VRPH�
ODQG�WKDW�OHJDOO\�EHORQJHG�WR�WKH�FKXUFK��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�OHWWHU�UHWXUQHG�IURP�
WKH�FRXUW�WR�WKH�FKXUFK�VXUHO\�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�RU�KLV�MXGJH�KDG�WKH�FKXUFK¶�
ZLWQHVVLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�FKHFNHG��RU�WKH�DEERWW�LQWHUURJDWHG��LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
WKH�YDLOLGW\�RI�WKH�DEERWW¶V�FODLP���

:H�PHQWLRQHG�WKH�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORU�DQG�KLV�VRQ�DV�VROLFLWRU��7KH�SRVWV�RI�
KLJKHU�MXGJHV�ZHUH�LQGHHG�KHUHGLWDU\��WKRXJK�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�KDQGHG�GLUHFWO\�WR�
WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��EXW�RQO\�DIWHU�D�UHJXODU�cursus honorum �ZKLFK�KDV�QRW�\HW�
EHHQ�VWXGLHG�LQ�GHWDLO��EXW�PD\�EH�UHFRQVWUXFWHG�IURP�WKH�FKURQLFOHV�DQG�RWKHU�
SURVRSRJUDSKLF�GDWD���7KHVH� IDPLOLHV��ZKLFK� LQWHUHVWLQJO\�RIWHQ�GHVFHQG� IURP�
UR\DO�SULQFHVVHV��FROOHFWHG�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WLPH�YHULWDEOH�IDPLO\�DUFKLYHV�RQ�DOO�
SURFHGXUHV�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�E\�WHVWLPRQ\�RU�DXWKHQWLFDWLRQ��+HQFH�
WKH�DUFKLYHV�GHYHORSHG�LQWR�D�NLQG�RI�ODZ�DQG�ODQG�UHJLVWHU�RI¿FHV��,W�LV�WKLV�YHU\�
JURXS��ZKLFK�WKH�NLQJ�FRQVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�FDVH�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��8QIRUWXQDWHO\�
,�FDQQRW�SURYH�IDPLO\�UHODWLRQVKLSV�RI�WKHVH�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV��ZLWK�WKRVH�RI�WKH�
��th�DQG���th�FHQWXU\��KHUH�WKH�RUDO�WUDGLWLRQ�EUHDNV�RII��%XW�LW�PD\�EH�SRVVLEOH�WR�
UHFRQVWUXFW�WKHP�IURP�GRFXPHQWV�LQ�D�VLPLODU�ZD\�DV�,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�GR�IRU�WKH���th

DQG���th�FHQWXULHV�DFURVV�¿YH�JHQHUDWLRQV���
7KH�MXGJHV�GLG�QRW�RQO\�WDNH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�VLQJOH�SURFHGXUHV��,W�ZDV�DOVR�WKHLU�

WDVN� WR�EH� IDPLOLDU�ZLWK�SURFHGXUHV� DQG�FHUHPRQLHV��0XFK�RI� WKLV�NQRZOHGJH�
ZDV�VXUHO\�FRQYH\HG�E\�ZRUG�RI�PRXWK��EXW�WKHUH�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�FDVHV�ZKHUH�
LW�ZDV� UHFRPPHQGDEOH� WR�KDYH�ZULWWHQ�GRFXPHQWV� WR� VXVWDLQ�RQH¶V�SRVLWLRQ� LQ�
WKH� IDFH�RI� OLWLJDQW�SDUWLHV��7KLV� LV�KRZ� WKH� Ver’atä mängest FDPH� LQWR�EHLQJ��

�� 7KH�VWRU\� LV�SUHVHUYHG� LQ� WKH�FKURQLFOHV�RI� WKH�066��)UDQNIXUW�DP�0DLQ��6WDGW��XQG�
8QLYHUVLWlWVELEOLRWKHN��6DPPOXQJ�(GXDUG�5�SSHOO��QHXH�6LJQDWXUHQ�0V�2U����XQG�����/D]DUXV�
*2/'6&+0,'7��'LH�DEHVVLQLVFKHQ�+DQGVFKULIWHQ�GHU� 6WDGWELEOLRWKHN� ]X�)UDQNIXUW� DP�0DLQ�
(Rüppell’sche Sammlung). %HUOLQ��������1UU�����XQG������2QH�RI�WKH�DUFKLYDO�GRFXPHQWV�H�J��LQ�
:��:5,*+7��&DWDORJXH�RI�WKH�(WKLRSLF�0DQXVFULSWV�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�0XVHXP�DFTXLUHG�VLQFH�������
/RQGRQ��������6�������1R��&&&;;��

�� &I���.U+D\��6����������
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DV�YDGHPHFXP�RI�WKH�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORU���³WKH�SHUIHFW�OLWWOH�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORU��´�$W�
WKH�VDPH�WLPH�LW� LV�D�SHFXOLDU�FKURQLFOH��RIWHQ�D�YLUWXDO�UHMRLQGHU�WR�UHFWLI\�WKH�
JUHDW�RI¿FLDO�DQQDOV��ZKLFK�FRQWDLQHG�PXFK�KLVWRULFDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ��JHQHDORJLHV��
SUHFHGHQWV��� ZKLFK� ZDV� OLNHZLVH� LQGLVSHQVDEOH� IRU� MXULGLFDO� GHFLVLRQV��� The
ser’atä mängest LV�WKHUHIRUH�QRW�D�FRPSOHWH�RU�HYHQ�V\VWHPDWLF�FRQVWLWXWLRQ��EXW�
D�UHJLVWHU�RI�WKH�NLQJGRP¶V�FHUHPRQLHV�FRQWDLQLQJ�WKH�SULQFLSDO�VWDWHO\�HYHQWV��
FURZQLQJ�DQG�IXQHUDO�RI�WKH�NLQJ��DVFHQVLRQ�RI�WKH�TXHHQ��WKH�SDWULDUFK�DQG�KLJK�
QREOHPHQ��PDLQ�KROLGD\V��VXFK�DV�WKH�)HDVW�RI�WKH�+RO\�&URVV��7KH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�
RI�WKH�VHFRQG�SDUW��ZLWK�D�ORQJ�OLVW�RI�RI¿FLDOV��UHJLRQV��FLWLHV�DQG�PRQDVWHULHV��KDV�
QRW�EHHQ�GHWHUPLQHG�\HW��7KLUGO\��D�GLVSRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�PRELOH�FRXUW�DQG�WKH�UR\DO�
PLOLWDU\� FDPSDLJQV�� )LQDOO\� VHYHUDO� SUHFHGHQWV� DQG� GLVSXWHV� RYHU� FRPSHWHQFH�
EHWZHHQ�FOHULF�DQG�VHFXODU�FRXUWV��FLYLO�VWDWXV��ODQG�SURSHUW\��DQG�WKH�UDQNLQJ�RI�
FRXUW�MXGJHV��DV�ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�DW�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�

:KHQ� ,� EHJDQ� ZULWLQJ� WKH� FULWLFDO� HGLWLRQ� RI� WKH� WH[W�� ,� LPDJLQHG� WKH�
IDLUO\�UHFHQW�$PKDULF�YHUVLRQV� WR�EH�VHFRQGDU\�WUDQVODWLRQV�RI� OLWWOH�UHOHYDQFH��
YHUVLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKRVH�PDGH�RI�VRPH�FKURQLFOHV�XQGHU�WKH�LQÀXHQFH�RI�(XURSHDQ�
WUDYHOOHUV�DQG�ZLWK�D�GLGDFWLF�SXUSRVH��%XW�WKH�IXUWKHU�,�SURFHGHG�LQ�FODULI\LQJ�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG�DQG�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��WKH�PRUH�XUJHQWO\�,�SHUFHLYHG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�WR�
H[SORUH�WKH�$PKDULF�WH[WV�DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�WKH�LPSHQHWUDEOH�DQG�RIWHQ�
REVFXUH�*HH]�YHUVLRQ��7R�P\�VXUSULVH��WKH�$PKDULF�YHUVLRQV�SURYHG�WR�EH�PRUH�
FRQFLVH��PRUH�SUHFLVH�LQ�GHWDLO�DQG�IXUWKHU�LQ�VFRSH��WKH\�KDYH�EHHQ�ZULWWHQ�GRZQ�
XQGHU�WKH�LPPHGLDWH�LPSUHVVLRQ�RI�WKH�RUDO�WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W�

2QH�H[DPSOH��$W�WKH�LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�D�GlЂЂD]PDþ��WKH�ZRUGV�WR�DFFRPSDQ\�
KLV� FURZQLQJ� DUH�wäsinomu mayä ³E\� GUDZLQJ� WKH� ERUGHU� ZLWK� ZDWHU�´� 7KH�
VD\LQJ�KDV�EHHQ�YDULRXVO\�DWWULEXWHG�WR�D�VSULQNOLQJ�RU�SOXQJLQJ�RI�WKH�FURZQ�LQ�
KRO\�ZDWHU��ZKLFK�OHG�PH�WR�WKH�FRQMHFWXUH�wäsihomu “to besprinkle” (the two 
ZRUGV�RQO\�GLIIHU�LQ�JUDSKLFDOO\�YHU\�VLPLODU�OHWWHUV���+RZHYHU��WKLV�UHDVRQLQJ�LV�
PHWKRGLFDOO\�LQFRUUHFW��DV�ZH�VKDOO�VHH��,Q�$PKDULF�WKH�SDVVDJH�UHDGV��El�]LKHPP�
JL]H�\DJlU�GHQJDJ�DGUHJlZ�\l�QHJXV�IlUlV�WlTlPWR�\HJlEEDO�“in this moment 
WKH\��WKH�FRXUW�FRXQFLOORUV�SHUIRUPLQJ�WKH�FHUHPRQ\�RI�LQVWDOODWLRQ��GH¿QH�WKH�
ERUGHUV�RI�WKH�WHUULWRU\��RI�KLV�SURYLQFHV��DQG�KH�PRXQWV�WKH�KRUVH�RI�WKH�NLQJ�DQG�
HQWHUV��FRPHV�EDFN�WR�WKH�WHQW�FDPS��RQ�KRUVHEDFN�´�7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�LQ�*HH]�WULHG�
WR�H[SODLQ��ZLWK�SHUIHFWO\�XQLQWHOOLJLEOH�UHVXOWV��WKDW�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�WKH�ERUGHUV�RI�
WKH�SURYLQFHV�LQ�(WKLRSLD�DUH�GH¿QHG�E\�ULYHUV���

�� &I�� 0DQIUHG� .5233�� ³'LH� 6WLPPH� GHU� 2SSRVLWLRQ� LQ� GHU� lWKLRSLVFKHQ�
*HVFKLFKWVVFKUHLEXQJ��.DLVHU�XQG�.LUFKH�LQ�bWKLRSLHQ�´�hEHUDUEHLWHWH�)DVVXQJ�GHV�9RUWUDJV�I�U�
GHQ�����'HXWVFKHQ�2ULHQWDOLVWHQWDJ��7�ELQJHQ��������,Q��+RUL]RQWH�GHU�&KULVWHQKHLW��)HVWVFKULIW�
I�U�)ULHGULFK�+H\HU�]XP�����*HEXUWVWDJ��(UODQJHQ���������2LNRQRPLD�������������

�� 6XFK� ERXQGDULHV� DUH� FOHDUO\� LPSRVHG� E\� (WKLRSLD¶V� QDWXUDO� FRQGLWLRQV�� GXULQJ� WKH�
UDLQLQJ� VHDVRQ� WKH� VZHOOLQJ� ULYHUV� EHFRPH� XQFURVVDEOH� REVWDFOHV� DQG� WXUQ� VLQJOH� UHJLRQV� LQWR�
VHSDUDWH�LVODQGV��$OUHDG\�WKH�HDUO\�(XURSHDQ�PDSV�RI�(WKLRSLD��ZKLFK�ZHUH�PDGH�ZLWK�WKH�KHOS�
RI�ORFDO�LQIRUPHUV��VKRZ�WKDW�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV�KDG�D�FOHDU�QRWLRQ�RI�(WKLRSLD¶V�JHRJUDSK\�DQG�LQ�
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%XW�EDFN�WR�ZKHUH�ZH�VWDUWHG��ZH�VWLOO�GR�QRW�NQRZ�WKH�RXWFRPH�RI�WKH�FDVH�LQ�
������%XW�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�QHHG�WR�GLVTXLHW�XV��6XFK�FDVHV�RI�SHWW\�HQYLHV�DUH�SOHQWLIXO�
DQG�DOZD\V�ZLOO�EH��RQH�LV�WHPSWHG�WR�VD\��DV�ORQJ�DV�WKHUH�LV�D�EXUHDXFUDF\�

,Q�WKH�HLJKWK�\HDU�RI�NLQJ�%lNDIIDV����VRQ��EXW�QRW�GLUHFW�VXFFHVVRU��RI�,\DVX�
,��LQ�WKH�\HDU�������D�UHEHO�QHHGV�WR�EH�VHQWHQFHG���

³,Q�WKLV�\HDU�WKDQNV�WR�DEHWR�'L\RQDV\RV�WKH�UHEHO�$OIH\RV�RI�/DVWD�
was brought as a prisoner to Gondär. The king came to the rasge-
bet (a palatial district), summoned the nobles and judges and bade 
them: “Pass your sentence!” Thus began the (prescribed sequence 
RI��VHQWHQFHV��XQWLO�LW�ZDV�WKH�WXUQ�RI�WKH�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV��D]]Då���
A quarrel ensued between the court counsellors and the chancellors 
�VlKDIWl�WH¶]D]����ZKHUHE\�WKH\�ZHUH�FDOOLQJ�XSRQ�RQH�DQRWKHU��³<RX�
JR�¿UVW�´�DQG�³<RX�JR�¿UVW�´�7KHQ�WKH�NLQJ�DVNHG�DERXW�WKH�DQFLHQW�
legal custom, and a custom was found, which said: “From the time 
of his Majesty Fasilädäs38 to the time of his Majesty Adyam-Sägäd 
�,\DVX�,����WKH�VHQWHQFH�RI�WKH�WZR�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV�VWRRG�DERYH�WKDW�
RI� WKH�FKDQFHOORU��%XW� LQ� WKH� WLPH�RI�KLV�0DMHVW\�$G\DP�6lJlG� WKH�
sentence of the chancellor stood above that of the court counsellors.” 
:KHQ� WKH� NLQJ�KDG�KHDUG�RI� WKLV� FXVWRP�� KH� GHFLGHG��³,W� VKDOO� EH�
again as before under his Majesty Aläm-Sägäd (Fasilädäs)!” Thus 
WKH�FKDQFHOORUV�SDVVHG�WKHLU�VHQWHQFH�¿UVW��DQG�WKH�VHQWHQFH�RI� WKH�
FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV�VWRRG�DERYH��%XW�WKH�UHEHO�$OIH\RV�WKHQ�ZDV�KDQJHG�
on the addäbabay (square in front of the royal palace).”

7KLV�DFWXDOO\�PHDQV�WKDW�)DVLOlGlV�FKDQJHG�D�VHTXHQFH��ZKLFK�KDG�EHHQ�
LQ�HIIHFW�XQGHU�6lUVl�'HQJHO�DQG�SHUKDSV�DOVR�6XVQH\RV��)RU�ODFN�RI�VSDFH�ZH�

SDUWLFXODU�RI�LWV�K\GURJUDSKLF�FRQGLWLRQV��7KH�PRVW�IDPRXV�H[DPSOH�LV�WKH�PDS�RI�*DVWDOGL��DIWHU�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�7lVID�6H\RQ��DQG�RI�/XGROI��DIWHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IURP�$EED�*RUJRU\RV���FI��WKH�
still unpublished PhD thesis by Bertrand HIRSCH, &RQQDLVVDQFHV�HW�¿JXUHV�GH�O¶eWKLRSLH�GDQV�OD�
FDUWRJUDSKLH�RFFLGHQWDOH�GX�;,9H�VLqFOH�DX�;9,H�VLqFOH��7KqVH�GH�GRFWRUDW�8QLYHUVLWp�3DULV�,�������
2Q�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�KRZ�WKH�*HH]�DQG�$PKDULF�YHUVLRQV�UHODWH��FI��0DQIUHG�.5233��µ7KH�VHU¶DWl�
JHEU��D�PLUURU�YLHZ�RI�GDLO\�OLIH�DW�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�5R\DO�&RXUW�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV¶��,Q��Northeast
African Studies�������������������������ZLWK�D�FRPSOHWH�FULWLFDO�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�WH[W��

�� 5XOHG�IURP�$'������±������
�� $SSHDUV�LQ�DOO�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�³6KRUW�&KURQLFOH�´�FI��5HQp�%$66(7��Etudes sur l’histoire 

d’Ethiopie��3DULV����������9HUE��6HS��'U��DXV��-$�����VpU��YRO��������������������������������������
����������S�� ���������������)UDQFHVFR�%(*8,127,  La cronaca abbreviata d’Abissinia. Nuova
YHUVLRQH� GDOO¶(WLRSLFR� H� FRPPHQWR��5RPD�� ������ S�� ���������7KH� SUHFHGHQW� XQGHU� ,\DVX� ,�� LQ�
*<RK�,������ �,,��WUDQVO��������II���DV�WKH�FKURQLVW�UHPDUNV�ZLWK�D�VLJK��WKH�VDPH�LQVWUXFWLRQV�KDG�WR�
EH�JLYHQ�WLPH�DQG�DJDLQ��LW�VKRZV�WKH�FRQWLQXRXV�TXDUUHOV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�QRWDEOHV�RQ�WKLV�LVVXH��FI��
*<RK�,�O���XQG�,,�����

�� 5XOHG�IURP�$'������±�������JUDQGIDWKHU�DQG�SUHGHFHVVRU�RI�,\DVX�,�
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FDQQRW�GHOYH�LQWR�WKH�LQWULJXLQJ�SROLWLFDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKLV�HSLVRGH�LQ�DQ\�GHWDLO��EXW�
WKLV�LV�RQO\�RXW�RI�VHYHUDO�LQVWDQFHV�ZKHUH�)DVLOlGlV�VDZ�KLPVHOI�IRUFHG�WR�EUHDN�
ZLWK�WKH�SROLF\�RI�KLV�IDWKHU�6XVQH\RV�DQG�UHVWRUH�WKH�(WKLRSLDQ�RUWKRGR[\��7KH�
UHLJQ�RI�6lUVl�'HQJHO�ZDV�SDUWLFXODUO\�KHOG�LQ�VFRUQ��KH�FDPH�IURP�D�GLIIHUHQW�
EUDQFK�RI�WKH�G\QDVW\��DQG�PDQ\�RI�KLV�YDVVDOV�DQG�IROORZHUV�ZHUH�ODWHU�GHFODUHG�
UHEHOV��VXFK�DV�D�FHUWDLQ�SULQFH�<RQD¶HO��ZKR�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�VHU¶DWl�
PlQJHVW�VWLOO�HQMR\HG�D�SODFH�RI�KRQRXU�LQ�WKH�UR\DO�WHQW�FDPS��� At any rate, there 
ZHUH� JRRG� SROLWLFDO� UHDVRQV� IRU� RYHUORRNLQJ� WKH� ODZ� RI� 6lUVl�'HQJHO�� +HQFH�
DOUHDG\�WKH�GHFLVLRQ�RI������XQGHU�,\DVX�,�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�D�UHFRXUVH�WR�³JRRG�ROG�
ODZ�´�%lNDIID�QRZ�UHYLYHG�WKH�ODZ�RI�)DVLOlGlV��:H�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZK\��RQH�ZRXOG�
QHHG� WR�H[DPLQH�%lNDIID¶V�DWWLWXGH� WRZDUGV�KLV� IDWKHU�DQG�RWKHU�SUHGHFHVVRUV��
DV�ZHOO�DV�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�WR�)DVLOlGlV��DV�IDU�DV�LW�FDQ�VWLOO�EH�UHFRQVWUXFWHG�DW�DOO��
3HUKDSV�WKH�FDVH�RI������ZDV�VLPSO\�IRUJRWWHQ�DQG��VHDUFKLQJ�IRU�WKH�³JRRG�ROG�
ODZ�´� WKH�NLQJ� MXGJHG�DFFRUGLQJ� WR� WKH�PRVW�DQFLHQW� ODZV� WR�EH�SUHVHUYHG��2U�
¿QDOO\�±�DQG�KHUH�WKH�KLVWRULDQ¶V�V\VWHPDWLVLQJ�F\QLFLVP�EUHDNV�WKURXJK�±�LW�PD\�
KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�ORZHU�RI¿FLDOV�DW�FRXUW�ZKR�WRRN�D�FKDQFH�WR�OLYH�RXW�WKHLU�YDQLW\��
7KH\� PD\� KDYH� PDGH� D� VKRZ� RI� WKHLU� VXSHULRU� NQRZOHGJH� RI� OHJDO� FXVWRPV�
E\�GHWHUPLQLQJ�DW�ZLOO�ZKDW��DIWHU�DOO�� WKH�³JRRG�ROG�FXVWRPV´�ZHUH�VXSSRVHG�
WR�EH�

2QH�¿QDO�UHPDUN��WKHUH�LV�D�PDQXVFULSW�RI�WKH�³%ULHI�&KURQLFOH�´�ZKHUH�
RQH�VKHHW�LQWHUUXSWV�WKH�QDUUDWLRQ�DQG�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�FXW�RXW�IURP�HOVHZKHUH�DQG�
LQVHUWHG�E\�PLVWDNH��,Q�IDFW��WKH�SDJH�FRPHV�IURP�D�ser’atä mängest ³RUGLQDQFH�
RI�JRYHUQPHQW´�IURP�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�G¶$EEDGLH��KHQFH�IURP�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�KLV�
(WKLRSLDQ�IULHQG�/LT�$WTX��7KH�VFULEH�RU�DXWKRU�RI�WKH�FKURQLFOH�KDG�REYLRXVO\�
SODFHG�WKH�GRFXPHQW�DW�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�SODFH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�DFFRXQW��SHUKDSV�KH�
ZDV�D�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORU��DVNHG�IRU�D�WHVWLPRQ\��ZKR�WKHQ�SUHVHQWHG�KLV�HYLGHQFH�
WR� WKH�WULDO��7KLV�SHFXOLDU�ZRUNLQJ�PHWKRG�� WR�FRPELQH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�QDUUDWLRQ�
ZLWK�GRFXPHQWV�� LV�DSSOLHG�VHYHUDO�PRUH�WLPHV�LQ� WKH�PDQXVFULSWV�RI� WKH�$WTX�
IDPLO\��DV�FRXUW�FRXQVHOORUV���WKH\�KDG�WKHVH�GRFXPHQWV�DW�WKHLU�GLVSRVDO��%XW�WR�
JR�HYHQ�RQH�VWHS�IXUWKHU��7KH�5�SSHOO�&ROOHFWLRQ��)UDQNIXUW��KDV�D�PDQXVFULSW�
of the ser’atä mängest ZLWK�DQ�LQFRPSOHWH�HQGLQJ��WKH�VKHHW�PLVVLQJ�LV�H[DFWO\�
WKH�RQH� WKDW�ZDV�IRXQG� LQ� WKH�³%ULHI�&KURQLFOH�´�$�¿QH� MRLQW� LQGHHG��:H�PD\�
WKHUHIRUH�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�RQH�RI�WKH�DQFHVWRUV�RI�WKH�FRXUW�MXGJH�KDG�D�WULDO�LQ�������
IRU�ZKLFK�KH� VXSSOLHG�DV�HYLGHQFH�D�SLHFH� IURP�KLV�RZQ�DUFKLYHV��RU�SHUKDSV�
LW�ZDV�/LT�$WTX�KLPVHOI�ZKR�FRPSRVHG�KLV�FKURQLFOH�DV�PRGHUQ�KLVWRULDQV�GR��

�� $QRWKHU�FODPRURXV�FDVH�RI�WKLV�NLQG�LV�WKDW�RI�0lOND�6HGHT��VHUYDQW�DQG�DUP\�FRPPDQGHU�
RI�6lUVl�'HQJHO�DQG�ODWHU�UHEHO�DJDLQVW�6XVQH\RV��GXH�WR�ZKRP�DQ�HQWLUH�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�FKURQLFOH�
RI�6lUVl�'HQJHO�KDG�WR�EH�YLUWXDOO\�FHQVRUHG��FI��0DQIUHG�.5233��µ3ROLWLVFKH�=HQVXU�LP�����-KGW��
LQ�bWKLRSLHQ��GLH�&KURQLN�GHV�6DUVD�'HQJHO��,Q��Nubica et Aethiopica��,QWHUQDWLRQDOHV�-DKUEXFK�I�U�
NRSWLVFKH��PHURLWLVFK�QXELVFKH��lWKLRSLVFKH�XQG�YHUZDQGWH�6WXGLHQ��������������������� �)UHQFK�
YHUVLRQ��µ8Q�FDV�GH�FHQVXUH�SROLWLTXH�DX�;9,,e�VLqFOH��OHV�FKDSvWUHV���HW���GH�OD�FKURQLTXH�GH�6lUVl�
'HQJHO¶��,Q: Annales d’Ethiopie���������������������
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E\�UHWULHYLQJ�DQG�LQWHUSUHWLQJ�WKH�RULJLQDO�GRFXPHQWV��WKRXJK�PRGHUQ�KLVWRULDQV�
KDUGO\�WDNH�WKH�OLFHQFH�WR�FXW�WKH�RULJLQDO�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�VWLFN�WKHP�LQ�WKH�WH[W��

6XFK�GRVVLHUV� DUH� DOVR� IRXQG� LQ�KLV�RWKHU�PDQXVFULSWV��+H�SDVVHG� WKHP�
on to his TXP� VD¿�� KLV� QDUURZ�PLQGHG� VFULEH� ±�(WKLRSLDQ� VWHUHRW\SHV� SURYHQ�
DEVROXWHO\�FRUUHFW�±��ZKR�FRSLHG�WKHP�PHFKQLFDOO\�DQG�WKXV�RIWHQ�LQVHUWHG�SLHFHV�
RXW�RI�SODFH� DQG�ZLWK�QR� UHJDUG� IRU� WKH� FRQWHQWV�� MXVW� VWULFWO\� IROORZLQJ� VKHHW�
E\� VKHHW� WKH� RUGHU� LQ�ZKLFK�/LT� KDG� FRPSLOHG� WKH� EXQGOH� IRU� KLP����+HQFH� D�
FRQIXVLRQ�DQG�FRUUXSWLRQ�DURVH�LQ�WKH�PDQXVFULSWV�RI�WKH�$WTX�&ROOHFWLRQ��ZKLFK�
FDQQRW� RFFXU� LQ� RUDO� WUDQVPLVVLRQ�� ,W� VHHPHG� LQH[SOLFDEOH� DW� ¿UVW� XQWLO� LQ� RQH�
LQVWDQFH� WKH� RULJLQDO� GRFXPHQWV�ZHUH� LGHQWL¿HG� DQG� UHFRQVWUXFWHG�� ,WV� WH[WXDO�
FRUUXSWLRQ�LV�KHQFH�GXH�WR�PLQGOHVV�DQG�PHFKDQLFDO�FRS\LQJ��L�H��WR�WKH�literary
WUDQVPLVVLRQ�RI�WH[WV��%\�FRQWUDVW��RXU�SUHYLRXV�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�NLQJ¶V�FURZQLQJ�
and the saying mayä wäsinomu �60�,,,�����LQVWDOODWLRQ�RI�D�GlЂЂD]PDþ) showed 
WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�GLI¿FXOWLHV�ZKLFK�FRQIURQW�XV�LQ�WKH�*HH]�YHUVLRQV�RI�WKH�ser’atä 
mängest��7KHLU� VROXWLRQ�KDV� WR�EH� VRXJKW� LQ� WKH�PHFKDQLVPV� LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�
WUDQVPLW�WKH�VSRNHQ�ZRUG�

�� :H�NQRZ�KLV�1DPH��'lEWlUD�+D\OX��FI��.U+D\����������������LQ�FRQQHFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
WH[WV�GLVFXVVHG�KHUH�
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