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Abstract
Translators defend themselves and their translations by utilising 

PHWDWH[WV��ZKLFK�QDUUDWH� WKH�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�VSHFL¿F� WUDQVODWLRQ��7KLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�
DUJXH�WKDW�PHWDWH[WV�VHUYH�WR�UHIUDPH�DVSHFWV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�FRQÀLFW��DQG�KHQFH�WKH\�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�VRFLDO�UHDOLW\�DQG�LGHQWLW\��7KH�K\SRWKHVLV�WR�EH�
LQYHVWLJDWHG�LQ�WKLV�SDSHU�LV�WKDW�WKH�PHWDWH[W�RI�D�VDFUHG�WH[W�UHJXODWHV�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�
mental preparation for free translation to ensure that free interpretations will be 
DV�RUWKRGR[�DV�SRVVLEOH��7KH�K\SRWKHVLV�RI�WKLV�SDSHU�ZLOO�EH�MXVWL¿HG�E\�GHWDLOHG�
DQDO\VHV�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�PHWDWH[WV�SHUWDLQLQJ�WR�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�VDFUHG�WH[WV��
����0DUWLQ�/XWKHU¶V�Sendbrief vom Dolmetschen��&LUFXODU�/HWWHU�RQ�7UDQVODWLRQ��
GHIHQGLQJ�KLV� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�5RPDQV������ LQWR�*HUPDQ�� ���� WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�
DV�D�PHWDWH[W�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��VHUYLQJ�DV�D�PHGLDWLRQ�WRRO�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*UHHN�
DQG�WKH�+HEUHZ�VR�WKDW�WKH�*UHHN�WUDQVODWLRQ�DWWDLQHG�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�VWDWXV�RI�WKH�
RULJLQDO�+HEUHZ������WKH�PHWDWH[WV�RI�WKH�.LQJ�-DPHV�9HUVLRQ�RI������DQG�WKHLU�
UROHV� LQ�PHGLDWLQJ� UHOLJLRXV� FRQÀLFW� EHWZHHQ�$QJOLFDQV� DQG�3XULWDQV�� DQG� ����
PHWDWH[WV�RI� WKH�QH[W�$IULNDDQV�%LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQ��D�SURMHFW�ZKLFK� LV�FXUUHQWO\�
XQGHU�ZD\�� DV� D�PHDQV� WR�PHGLDWH� EHWZHHQ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� VRXUFH� WH[W�
WKDW�UHODWH�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�VRXUFH�WH[W�DV�RSSRVHG�WR�ODWHU�&KULVWLDQ�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�WH[W��

* ,W�LV�D�SOHDVXUH�WR�GHGLFDWH�WKLV�HVVD\�WR�3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HM�=DERUVNL�ZKRP�,�¿UVW�PHW�LQ�
person when he invited me to Poland on behalf of the Committee of Oriental Studies of the Polish 
$FDGHP\�RI�6FLHQFHV�WR�OHFWXUH�LQ�3RODQG�IURP�������0D\�������/HFWXUHV�ZHUH�UHDG�DW�D�PHHWLQJ�
RI�WKH�$FDGHP\�LQ�&UDFRZ�DV�ZHOO�DV�DW�WKH�6HFRQG�&UDFRZ�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�2ULHQWDO�/DQJXDJHV�LQ�
7UDQVODWLRQ��*XHVW�OHFWXUHV�ZHUH�UHDG�DW�WHUWLDU\�LQVWLWXWLRQV�LQ�3R]QDQ�DQG�WZLFH�LQ�:DUVDZ��:H�
GLVFRYHUHG�WKDW�DOWKRXJK�ZH�OLYH�LQ�YHU\�GLIIHUHQW�SODFHV��ZH�VKDUH�FRPPRQ�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�JRDOV��,�
DP�KRQRXUHG�WR�FRQVLGHU�KLP�D�IULHQG�
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1. Introduction
7UDQVODWRUV�GHIHQG�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�WKHLU�WUDQVODWLRQV�E\�XWLOLVLQJ�PHWDWH[WV�

ZKLFK�GHVFULEH� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI� WKH�VDFUHG� WH[W�DQG�QDUUDWH� WKH�QDWXUH�RI� WKH�
VSHFL¿F� WUDQVODWLRQ� �IRU� H[DPSOH� -HURPH¶V� /HWWHU� WR� 3DPPDFKLXV��� ,Q� WKLV�
SDSHU�LW�ZLOO�EH�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�PHWDWH[W�RI�D�VDFUHG�WH[W�UHJXODWHV�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�
mental preparation for free translation to ensure that free interpretations will be 
RUWKRGR[�DQG�WKDW� LW�VHUYHV�DV�PHGLDWRU�IRU�UHOLJLRXV�FRQÀLFW� LQ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�
RI� VDFUHG� WH[WV�� 7KLV� K\SRWKHVLV� ZLOO� EH� MXVWL¿HG� E\� /XWKHU¶V� Sendbrief vom 
Dolmetschen �&LUFXODU�/HWWHU�RQ�7UDQVODWLRQ��RI�������ZKLFK�VHUYHV�DV�PHWDWH[W�
IRU� WKH�/XWKHU�%LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG� LQ�ZKLFK�KH�GHIHQGHG�KLV� WUDQVODWLRQ�� WKH�
$ULVWHDV�%RRN�ZKLFK�VHUYHV�DV�D�PHWDWH[W�IRU�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��/;;��WR�UHIUDPH�
DVSHFWV�RI� UHOLJLRXV� FRQÀLFW�� DQG� WKH�PHWDWH[WV� FUHDWHG� IRU� WKH�QH[W�Afrikaans
%LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�GLVSXWH�DERXW�XVLQJ�FDSLWDO� OHWWHUV� WR� WUDQVODWH�
VR�FDOOHG�PHVVLDQLF�QDPHV�RU�HSLWKHWV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��

,Q�WKH�QH[W�VHFWLRQ�%DNHU¶V�PRGHO��������LV�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�UROH�RI�PHWDWH[WV��
,W� LV�IROORZHG�E\�D�VHFWLRQ�RQ�WKH�GLPHQVLRQV��RU�IUDPHV��RI� WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�
VDFUHG�WH[WV�DQG�WKHQ�D�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�WKUHH�KLVWRULFDO�FDVHV�RI�PHWDWH[WV�

��� )UDPHV�DQG�IUDPLQJ�
%DNHU¶V������D������E��QDUUDWLYH�PRGHO�UHOLHV�SULQFLSDOO\�RQ�WKH�QRWLRQ�

RI�QDUUDWLYH�DV�XQGHUVWRRG�LQ�VRPH�VWUDQGV�RI�VRFLDO�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�WKHRU\��
UDWKHU�WKDQ�LQ�QDUUDWRORJ\�RU�OLQJXLVWLFV��+HUH��³QDUUDWLYH´�LV�XVHG�LQWHUFKDQJHDEO\�
ZLWK� ³VWRU\´�� QDUUDWLYHV� DUH� WKH� VWRULHV�ZH� WHOO� RXUVHOYHV� DQG�RWKHUV� DERXW� WKH�
ZRUOG�V�� LQ�ZKLFK�ZH� OLYH��DQG� LW� LV�RXU�EHOLHI� LQ� WKHVH�VWRULHV� WKDW�JXLGHV�RXU�
DFWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��

7KH�VWUHQJWKV�RI�QDUUDWLYH�WKHRU\�DUH�DV�IROORZV��)LUVWO\��QDUUDWLYH�WKHRU\�
DFNQRZOHGJHV� WKH�RQJRLQJ��QHJRWLDEOH�QDWXUH�RI�RXU�SRVLWLRQLQJ� LQ� UHODWLRQ� WR�
VRFLDO�UHDOLW\��,W�WKXV�DOORZV�XV�WR�PRYH�EH\RQG�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�VXSSRVHGO\�LQKHUHQW�
GLIIHUHQFHV�� VXFK� DV� JHQGHU� �*RGGDUG� ������ 6LPRQ� ������9RQ�)ORWRZ� �������
VH[XDOLW\���+DUYH\��������������RU�FXOWXUDO�SDWWHUQV�RI�EHKDYLRXU��IRU�H[DPSOH��
.DWDQ��������6HFRQGO\��QDUUDWLYH�WKHRU\�DOORZV�XV�WR�VHH�VRFLDO�DFWRUV��LQFOXGLQJ�
WUDQVODWRUV�� DV� VHSDUDWH�SHUVRQV��7KLUGO\��QDUUDWLYH� WKHRU\�DOORZV�XV� WR�H[SODLQ�
EHKDYLRXU� LQ� G\QDPLF� UDWKHU� WKDQ� VWDWLF� WHUPV�� )RXUWKO\�� QDUUDWLYH� WKHRU\�
UHFRJQLVHV�WKH�SRZHU�RI�VRFLDO�VWUXFWXUHV��EXW�GRHV�QRW�SUHFOXGH�DFWLYH�UHVLVWDQFH�
RQ� D� SHUVRQDO� RU� JURXS� OHYHO��$QG� ¿QDOO\�� QDUUDWLYH� WKHRU\� FDQ� EH� DSSOLHG� WR�
WUDQVODWLRQ�WR�H[SODLQ�WUDQVODWLRQDO�FKRLFHV�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�ZLGHU�VRFLDO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
FRQWH[WV��ZLWKRXW�ORVLQJ�VLJKW�RI�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�WH[W�DQG�HYHQW��

1DUUDWLYHV� DUH� QRW� XQGLIIHUHQWLDWHG� OLVWV� RI� KDSSHQLQJV�� WKH\� DUH� VWRULHV�
WKDW� DUH� WHPSRUDOO\� DQG� FDXVDOO\� FRQVWLWXWHG� LQ� VXFK� D�ZD\� DV� WR� DOORZ� XV� WR�
PDNH� PRUDO� GHFLVLRQV� LQ� WKH� UHDO� ZRUOG�� 6RPHUV� DQG� *LEVRQ� ������� VXJJHVW�
WKDW� QDUUDWLYHV� DUH� FRQVWLWXWHG� WKURXJK� IRXU� LQWHUGHSHQGHQW� IHDWXUHV�� 7KH� ¿UVW�
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IHDWXUH��WHPSRUDOLW\��PHDQV�WKDW�QDUUDWLYHV�DUH�HPEHGGHG�LQ�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH��DQG�
GHULYH�PXFK�RI�WKHLU�PHDQLQJ�IURP�WKH�WHPSRUDO�PRPHQW�DQG�SK\VLFDO�VLWH�RI�WKH�
QDUUDWLRQ��5HODWLRQDOLW\�� WKH�VHFRQG�IHDWXUH��PHDQV�WKDW� LW� LV� LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�WKH�
KXPDQ�PLQG�WR�PDNH�VHQVH�RI�LVRODWHG�HYHQWV�RU�RI�D�SDWFKZRUN�RI�HYHQWV��7KH�
WKLUG�FRUH�IHDWXUH�LV�VHOHFWLYH�DSSURSULDWLRQ�DV�UHDOLVHG�LQ�SDWWHUQV�RI�RPLVVLRQ�
DQG�DGGLWLRQ�ZKLFK�DUH�GHVLJQHG�WR�VXSSUHVV��DFFHQWXDWH�RU�HODERUDWH�SDUWLFXODU�
DVSHFWV�RI�D�QDUUDWLYH��7KH�¿QDO�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�FRUH�IHDWXUH�RI�QDUUDWLYLW\�
LV�FDXVDO�HPSORWPHQW��:KHQ�LQGHSHQGHQW�SURSRVLWLRQV�DUH�SODFHG�ZLWKLQ�D�SORW�
VWUXFWXUH�� WKH\� DUH� WUDQVIRUPHG� LQWR� DQ� LQWHOOLJLEOH� VHTXHQFH� DERXW� ZKLFK�ZH�
FDQ�IRUP�DQ�RSLQLRQ��HPSORWPHQW�WKXV�FKDUJHV�WKH�HYHQWV�WKDW�DUH�GHSLFWHG�ZLWK�
PRUDO�DQG�HWKLFDO�VLJQL¿FDQFH��

7KH�SURFHVV�RI�IUDPLQJ�HYHQWV�LQYROYHV�VHWWLQJ�XS�VWUXFWXUHV�RI�DQWLFLSDWLRQ�
WKDW� JXLGH� RWKHUV¶� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ� RI� HYHQWV�� XVXDOO\� DV� D� GLUHFW� FKDOOHQJH� WR�
GRPLQDQW� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI� WKH� VDPH�HYHQWV��7KLV�GLVFXUVLYH�ZRUN�RI� IUDPLQJ�
HYHQWV� IRU� D� SDUWLFXODU� VHW� RI� DGGUHVVHHV� LV� LPSRUWDQW� EHFDXVH� LW� XQGHUPLQHV�
WKH�GRPLQDQW�QDUUDWLYH��(YHU\�FKRLFH�LQ�WUDQVODWLRQ�DFWV�DV�D�NLQG�RI�LQGH[�WKDW�
DFWLYDWHV�D�QDUUDWLYH��D�VWRU\�RI�ZKDW�WKH�ZRUOG�RU�VRPH�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�LV�
OLNH��7KH�SRLQW��WKHQ��LV�QRW�WR�WUHDW�DQ\�VSHFL¿F�WUDQVODWLRQDO�FKRLFH�DV�UDQGRP��
ZLWK�QR�LPSOLFDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�UHDO�ZRUOG��,QVWHDG��WKH�IUDPHZRUN�RI�QDUUDWLYH�WKHRU\�
HQFRXUDJHV�XV�WR�WKLQN�RI�LQGLYLGXDO�FKRLFHV�DV�HPEHGGHG�LQ��DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR��
WKH�HODERUDWLRQ�RI�FRQFUHWH�VRFLDO�UHDOLW\��%DNHU�����E��

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� %DNHU� �����E��� SURFHVVHV� RI� �UH�IUDPLQJ� FDQ� GUDZ� RQ�
SUDFWLFDOO\�DQ\�OLQJXLVWLF�RU�QRQ�OLQJXLVWLF�UHVRXUFH�WR�VHW�XS�DQ�LQWHUSUHWLYH�FRQWH[W�
IRU�WKH�UHDGHU�RU�KHDUHU��,Q�PRGHUQ�WUDQVODWLRQV��WKHVH�PD\�LQFOXGH�H[SORLWLQJ�PHWD��
RU�SDUDOLQJXLVWLF�GHYLFHV�VXFK�DV�LQWRQDWLRQ�DQG�W\SRJUDSK\��YLVXDO�UHVRXUFHV�VXFK�
DV�FRORXU��LPDJH�DQG�OD\RXW��DQG�RI�FRXUVH�OLQJXLVWLF�GHYLFHV�VXFK�DV�WHQVH�VKLIWV��
GHL[LV��FRGH�VZLWFKLQJ��DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�HXSKHPLVPV��,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�
KLVWRULFDOO\�VKLIWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�DXWKRU�DQG�WUDQVODWRU��PHWDWH[WV�DUH�XVHIXO�
SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�WUDFH�WKH�FRQWRXUV�RI�OLWHUDU\�LGHRORJ\�DQG�H[SRVH�WKH�VRFLR�
FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�ZKLFK�FRPPDQGV�OLWHUDU\�H[FKDQJHV��(YHQ�LI�D�PHWDWH[W�PD\�DW�
WLPHV�UHVXOW�LQ�ULWXDOLVHG�GLVFRXUVH��LW�FDQ�DOVR�SURYLGH�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�RYHUYLHZ�RI�
WKH�LGHRORJLFDO�FRQWH[W�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�WKH�H[SHFWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�UHDGHUV��7KH�
PHWDWH[W�DOVR�KDV�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�FDOOLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�WUDQVODWRU�DV�FR�VLJQHU�RI�
WKH�ZRUN��WKH�PHWDWH[W�WKHUHE\�FDOOV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�RI�DQRWKHU�KDQG�DV�
ZHOO�DV�DQRWKHU�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�WKH�WH[W��

��� 7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�GLPHQVLRQV�RI�VDFUHG�WH[WV�DQG�PHWDWH[WV
7KH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�PHWDWH[WV�LQWURGXFHG�LQ�WKH�SUHFHGLQJ�SDUDJUDSK�FDQ�EH�

UH¿QHG�WR�IRXU�GLPHQVLRQV�ZKLFK�UHÀHFW�WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�UHOLJLRXV�WUDQVODWLRQ��ERWK�
ZLWKLQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FXOWXUHV�DQG�RYHU�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�FRXUVH�RI�ZKROH�FLYLOLVDWLRQV�
�DGDSWHG�IURP�5RELQVRQ���������������

Metatexts and the regulation of reader responses in the translation of sacred texts
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Unregulated translation
7KH� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� VDFUHG� WH[WV� IRU� SHUVRQDO� XVDJH� UHTXLUHV� YHU\� OLWWOH�

FRQWURO�DQG�WUDQVODWLRQ�LV�XQUHJXODWHG��$Q\RQH�LV�IUHH�WR�DVN�IRU�D�WUDQVODWLRQ��DQG�
DQ\RQH�FDSDEOH�RI�PDNLQJ�RQH�LV�IUHH�WR�PDNH�LW��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�UHJXODWLRQ�

5HJXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�DFW�RI�WUDQVODWLRQ�
5HJXODWHG� WUDQVODWLRQ� LQYROYHV�VWULFW�FRQWUROV�RQ�ZKR�WUDQVODWHV��ZKDW� LV�

translated, how it is translated, for whom it is translated, and whether and with 
ZKRP� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� LV� VKDUHG� DQG� GLVFXVVHG�� 7KLV� GLPHQVLRQ� HQWDLOV� HLWKHU�
IRUELGGLQJ�DOO�WUDQVODWLRQ�RU�UHVWULFWLQJ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�WR�D�VPDOO�JURXS�RI�LQVLGHUV��
LQ�RQH�RU�PRUH�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZD\V�
WKH�RULJLQDO��XQWUDQVODWHG��WH[WV�DUH�NHSW�IURP�WKH�µSURIDQH¶��RXWVLGHUV��DQG�DUH�
WKHUHIRUH�QRW�DYDLODEOH�IRU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
WKH�WH[WV�DUH�SURWHFWHG�DJDLQVW�GLVFRYHU\��WKURXJK�WKH�XVH�RI�FLSKHUV�RU�NHHSLQJ�
WKHP�LQ�DQFLHQW�VFULSWV�
WKH�WH[WV�DUH�µWUDQVODWHG¶��LQWHUSUHWHG��RUDOO\��WR�VHOHFWHG�UHFHLYHUV��LQLWLDWHV���E\�
PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�DQG�RQO\�ZLWKLQ�D�ULWXDO�VSDFH�

5HJXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPSUHKHQVLELOLW\�RI�DFWXDO�WUDQVODWLRQ
7KH� UHJXODWLRQ� RI� WKH� FRPSUHKHQVLELOLW\� RI� DFWXDO� WUDQVODWLRQ� LV� W\SLFDO�

RI� WKLV�GLPHQVLRQ�� ,W� UHVXOWV� LQ� OLWHUDO� WUDQVODWLRQ��ZKLFK�VHUYHV� WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�
NHHSLQJ�WKH�VDFUHG�WH[W�ODUJHO\�LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH�WR�WKH�PDVVHV��,W�LV�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�
WKH�VDFUHG�WH[W�LV�SRWHQWLDOO\�GDQJHURXV�WR�XQOHDUQHG�UHDGHUV��DQG�WKDW�YHUQDFXODU�
WUDQVODWLRQ�ZLOO�PHDQ�WKH�HQG�RI�FLYLOLVDWLRQ��5RELQVRQ���������������

5HJXODWLRQ�RI�WKH�UHDGHUV¶�PHQWDO�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WUDQVODWLRQ�
7KH�VDFUDOLW\�RI�VDFUHG�WH[WV�QR�ORQJHU�PHDQV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�GDQJHURXV�WR�WKH�

XQOHDUQHG�RU�WKDW�WKH\�PXVW�WKHUHIRUH�EH�NHSW�IURP�WKH�SURIDQH��7KLV�RSHQQHVV�GRHV�
QRW�PHDQ�DEVROXWH�IUHHGRP�EXW�VHHNV�WR�FRQWURO�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�PHQWDO�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
IRU� WUDQVODWLRQ� VR� DV� WR� HQVXUH� WKDW� IUHH� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�ZLOO� EH� RUWKRGR[��7KH�
EHOLHI�LV�WKDW�WKH�WH[W�ZDV�RULJLQDOO\�ZULWWHQ�IRU�WKH�PDVVHV�DQG�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�NHSW�
IURP�WKHP��5RELQVRQ����������������

0HWDWH[WV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�DV�PHGLDWLQJ�WRROV�IRU�UHOLJLRXV�FRQÀLFW�DULVLQJ�
IURP�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�VDFUHG�WH[WV��1DXGp��������$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�-HURPH¶V�Letter
to Pammachius�� -HURPH�ZDV� WUDQVODWLQJ� WKH�+HEUHZ� LQWR�/DWLQ� �WKH�9XOJDWH���
$OWKRXJK�QRW�SULQFLSDOO\�RQ�WUDQVODWLRQ��WKH�OHWWHU�SURYLGHV�D�OHQJWK\�GLVFXVVLRQ�
RI�%LEOLFDO�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�IRUPV�SDUW�RI�D�EURDGHU�FDPSDLJQ�E\�-HURPH��+H�KDG�
EHFRPH�GLVVDWLV¿HG�ZLWK�WKH�*UHHN�6HSWXDJLQW�DQG�2OG�/DWLQ�WUDQVODWLRQV��ZKLFK�
KH�IUHTXHQWO\�FULWLTXHG��DQG�VRXJKW�WR�MXVWLI\�KLV�QHZ�WUDQVODWLRQ��
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��� 7KH� µ&LUFXODU� /HWWHU� RQ� 7UDQVODWLRQ¶� DV� D� MXVWL¿FDWLRQ� IRU� WKH�
/XWKHU�7UDQVODWLRQ

7KH� 5RPDQ� &DWKROLF� &KXUFK� ZDV� SUHRFFXSLHG� ZLWK� WKH� FRQFHUQ� WKDW�
WKH� µFRUUHFW¶� HVWDEOLVKHG� PHDQLQJ� RI� WKH� %LEOH� EH� SURWHFWHG��$Q\� WUDQVODWLRQ�
GLYHUJLQJ� IURP� WKH� DFFHSWHG� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�ZDV� OLNHO\� WR� EH� GHHPHG� KHUHWLFDO�
DQG�WR�EH�FHQVXUHG�RU�EDQQHG��$Q�HYHQ�ZRUVH�IDWH�OD\�LQ�VWRUH�IRU�VRPH�RI�WKH�
WUDQVODWRUV�� 7KH� PRVW� IDPRXV� H[DPSOHV� DUH� WKRVH� RI� WKH� (QJOLVK� WKHRORJLDQ�
WUDQVODWRU�:LOOLDP�7\QGDOH�DQG�WKH�)UHQFK�KXPDQLVW�(WLHQQH�'ROHW��ERWK�EXUQW�
DW�WKH�VWDNH��7\QGDOH��D�IRUPLGDEOH�OLQJXLVW�ZKR�ZDV�VDLG�WR�KDYH�PDVWHUHG�WHQ�
ODQJXDJHV��LQFOXGLQJ�+HEUHZ��DQG�ZKRVH�H[WUDRUGLQDU\�(QJOLVK�%LEOH�ZDV�ODWHU�
XVHG� DV� WKH� EDVLV� IRU� WKH�.LQJ� -DPHV�9HUVLRQ��ZDV� DEGXFWHG�� WULHG� IRU� KHUHV\�
DQG�H[HFXWHG�LQ�WKH�1HWKHUODQGV�LQ�������%REULFK��������'ROHW�ZDV�FRQGHPQHG�
E\� WKH� WKHRORJLFDO� IDFXOW\� RI�6RUERQQH� LQ� ������ DSSDUHQWO\� IRU� DGGLQJ�� LQ� KLV�
WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�RQH�RI�3ODWR¶V�GLDORJXHV��WKH�SKUDVH�rien du tout �µQRWKLQJ�DW�DOO¶��
LQ�D�SDVVDJH�DERXW�ZKDW�H[LVWHG�DIWHU�GHDWK��7KH�DGGLWLRQ� OHG� WR� WKH�FKDUJH�RI�
EODVSKHP\�� WKH� DVVHUWLRQ� EHLQJ� WKDW�'ROHW� GLG� QRW� EHOLHYH� LQ� LPPRUWDOLW\�� )RU�
VXFK�D�WUDQVODWLRQ�µHUURU¶�KH�ZDV�H[HFXWHG�

%XW�DGYDQFHV�LQ�WKH�VWXG\�DQG�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�%LEOLFDO�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�
FODVVLFDO�VFKRODUVKLS��W\SL¿HG�E\�(UDVPXV¶V�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�*UHHN�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�
LQ� ����� DQG� WKH� JHQHUDO� FOLPDWH� RI� WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ� DQG� VSXUUHG� E\� WKH� QHZ�
WHFKQRORJ\�RI�WKH�SULQWLQJ�SUHVV��OHG�WR�D�UHYROXWLRQ�LQ�%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQ�SUDFWLFH�
ZKLFK� µGRPLQDWHG� VL[WHHQWK�FHQWXU\� ERRN� SURGXFWLRQ¶� LQ� (XURSH� �%REULFN�
����������1RQ�OLWHUDO�RU�QRQ�DFFHSWHG�WUDQVODWLRQ�FDPH�WR�EH�VHHQ�DQG�XVHG�DV�
D� ZHDSRQ� DJDLQVW� WKH� &KXUFK�� 7KH�PRVW� QRWDEOH� H[DPSOH� LV�0DUWLQ� /XWKHU¶V�
FUXFLDOO\� LQÀXHQWLDO� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI� WKH�%LEOH� LQWR�(DVW�&HQWUDO�*HUPDQ��/XWKHU�
SOD\HG�D�SLYRWDO�UROH�LQ�WKH�5HIRUPDWLRQ�ZKLOH��OLQJXLVWLFDOO\��KLV�XVH�RI�D�UHJLRQDO�
\HW�VRFLDOO\�EURDG�GLDOHFW�ZHQW�D�ORQJ�ZD\�WR�UHLQIRUFLQJ�WKDW�IRUP�RI�WKH�*HUPDQ�
ODQJXDJH�DV� VWDQGDUG� �³<RX�PXVW�DVN� WKH�PRWKHU�DW�KRPH�� WKH�FKLOGUHQ� LQ� WKH�
VWUHHW��7KH�RUGLQDU\�PDQ�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW�DQG�ORRN�DW�WKHLU�PRXWKV��KRZ�WKH\�VSHDN��
DQG� WUDQVODWH� WKDW� ZD\�� WKHQ� WKH\¶OO� XQGHUVWDQG� DQG� VHH� WKDW� \RX¶UH� VSHDNLQJ�
WR� WKHP� LQ�*HUPDQ´���/XWKHU� IROORZV�6W� -HURPH� LQ� UHMHFWLQJ� D�ZRUG�IRU�ZRUG�
WUDQVODWLRQ�VWUDWHJ\�VLQFH�LW�ZRXOG�EH�XQDEOH�WR�FRQYH\�WKH�VDPH�PHDQLQJ�DV�WKH�
VRXUFH�WH[W�DQG�ZRXOG�VRPHWLPHV�EH�LQFRPSUHKHQVLEOH��0XQGD\������������$Q�
H[DPSOH�KH�JLYHV�LV�IURP�0DWWKHZ�������

([�DEXQGDQWLD�FRUGLV�RV�ORTXLWXU��
:RUG�IRU�ZRUG��2XW� RI� WKH� DEXQGDQFH� RI� WKH� KHDUW� WKH�PRXWK� VSHDNHWK�

(KJV)
/XWKHU��:HV�GDV�+HU]�YROO�LVW��GHV�JHKW�GHU�PXQG��EHU��FRPPRQ�*HUPDQ�

proverb)
7KH�LGLRP�PHDQV�CWR�VSHDN�VWUDLJKW�IURP�WKH�KHDUW¶���
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,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�0DUWLQ�/XWKHU��KH�ZDV�DFFXVHG�RI�DOWHULQJ�WKH�+RO\�6FULSWXUHV�
LQ�KLV�WUDQVODWLRQV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�KLV�DGGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�allein �DORQH�RQO\��LQ�
WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�3DXO¶V�ZRUGV�LQ�5RPDQV�������EHFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�HTXLYDOHQW�
/DWLQ�ZRUG��H�J��sola��LQ�WKH�/DWLQ�9XOJDWH��WKH�UHOLJLRXV�WH[W�XVHG�E\�WKH�&DWKROLF�
&KXUFK��0XQGD\�����������

$UELWUDPXV�KRPLQHP�LXVWL¿FDUL�H[�¿GH�DEVTXH�RSHULEXV
:LU� KDOWHQ�� GDVV� GHU�0HQVFK� JHUHFKW�ZHUGH� RKQH� GHV�*HVHW]HV�:HUNH��

DOOHLQ�GXUFK�GHQ�*ODXEHQ�
:H�KROG�WKDW�PDQ�LV�MXVWL¿HG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�ODZ��RQO\�WKURXJK�

IDLWK��
7KH� FKDUJH� ZDV� WKDW� WKH� *HUPDQ� LPSOLHG� WKDW� WKH� LQGLYLGXDO¶V� EHOLHI�

ZDV�VXI¿FLHQW�IRU�D�JRRG�OLIH��PDNLQJ�µWKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�ODZ¶��L�H��UHOLJLRXV�ODZ��
UHGXQGDQW� He defended himself in his famous Sendbrief vom Dolmetschen
�&LUFXODU� /HWWHU� RQ�7UDQVODWLRQ��ZKLFK� GDWHV� IURP� ������ WKDW� LV�� EHWZHHQ� WKH�
SXEOLFDWLRQ�RI�/XWKHU¶V� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� LQ������DQG� WKDW� RI�
WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�LQ�������+H�MXVWL¿HG�KLV�WUDQVODWLRQ�DV�QHFHVVDU\�IRU�FODULW\�LQ�
*HUPDQ��KH�ZDV�WUDQVODWLQJ�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�*UHHN�WH[W�DQG�QRW�RWKHU�WUDQVODWLRQV�
�L�H��WKH�/DWLQ��LQWR�SXUH��FOHDU�*HUPDQ��ZKHUH�alleinZRXOG�EH�XVHG�IRU�HPSKDVLV��
/XWKHU¶V� FLUFXODU� OHWWHU� LQFOXGHG�D�ZHDOWK�RI�RWKHU� LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ� WKH�
WDVN� RI� WUDQVODWLRQ� WR� MXVWLI\� KLV� WUDQVODWLRQ�� +H� GLVFXVVHG� WKH� HVVHQWLDO� WUDLWV�
RI� WKH� LGHDO� WUDQVODWRU�� LQFOXGLQJ� WKH� WUDQVODWRU¶V� TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�� EDFNJURXQG�
NQRZOHGJH��GLOLJHQFH��VHQVLWLYLW\��LQWHOOLJHQFH��D�ZLGH�YRFDEXODU\��DQG�SDWLHQFH���
+H�GHVFULEHG�WKH�QLW�SLFNLQJ�FULWLFLVP�DQG�LQJUDWLWXGH�IDFHG�E\�WUDQVODWRUV���+H�
GHVFULEHG�WKH�SHUVRQDO��VXEMHFWLYH�QDWXUH�RI�WUDQVODWLRQV�DQG�WKH�LPSRVVLELOLW\�RI�
OLWHUDO�WUDQVODWLRQ���+H�HPSKDVL]HG�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WUDQVODWLRQV�VRXQGLQJ�OLNH�
RULJLQDOV�ZLWK�QDWXUDO�VSHHFK�UK\WKPV�DQG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�WUDQVODWLQJ�LGLRPV�DQG�
VHQVLWLYLW\�WR�WKH�YDULRXV�FRQQRWDWLRQV�RI�GLIIHUHQW�ZRUGV�LQ�GLIIHUHQW�ODQJXDJHV�
DQG�FXOWXUHV���+H�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�RI�VRPHWLPHV�FRPSULVLQJ�VW\OH�IRU�
PHDQLQJ�DQG�DGYRFDWHG� IRU� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH�RI�PHDQLQJ� LQ�FRQWH[W�� WKDW� LV�� WKH�
FRUUHFW�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��/XWKHU�ZDV�D�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�DQG�UHÀHFWLYH�
WUDQVODWRU��ZKR�SURPRWHG�WKH�DFFHSWDQFH�RI�KLV�WUDQVODWLRQ�E\�DGGUHVVLQJ�QRW�RQO\�
WKH�PRVW�VHULRXV�WKHRORJLFDO�FULWLFLVP�UDLVHG�DJDLQVW�LW��EXW�DOVR�E\�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�
QDWXUH�RI�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�SURFHVV�ZLWK�VHQVLWLYLW\�DQG�LQVLJKW�

,Q� WKH� IROORZLQJ� VHFWLRQ�� ,�ZLOO� DUJXH� WKDW� WKH�$ULVWHDV� OHWWHU� IXO¿OOHG� D�
VLPLODU�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�PHWDWH[W��VHH�1DXGp��������2EYLRXVO\�LW�ZDV�QRW�ZULWWHQ�DV�
D�SLHFH�RI�KLVWRULFDO�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ZKDW�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH�PRUH�WKDQ�
D�FHQWXU\�HDUOLHU�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�+HEUHZ�7RUDK�LQWR�*UHHN��
EXW�UDWKHU�WR�PHHW�VRPH�UHOLJLRXV�FULVLV�DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�LWV�FRPSRVLWLRQ��6LQFH�RXU�
NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLWLHV�GXULQJ�WKH�VHFRQG�FHQWXU\�%&�LV�PHDJHU��
VFKRODUV�DUH�OHIW�ODUJHO\�WR�WKH�LQWHUQDO�HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�%RRN�LWVHOI�WR��UH�IUDPH�
WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�DV�WUDQVODWLRQ�
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��� �5H�IUDPLQJ�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�WKURXJK�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN
$ULVWHDV¶�VWRU\�LV�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�JXLVH�RI�D�OHWWHU�WR�KLV�EURWKHU�3KLORFUDWHV�

LQ�ZKLFK�KH�GHWDLOV� WKH�SXUSRVH�DQG�RXWFRPH�RI�D�GHOHJDWLRQ�VHQW�E\�3WROHP\�
3KLODGHOSKXV����������%&��WR�(OHD]DU��WKH�+LJK�3ULHVW�LQ�-HUXVDOHP��'HPHWULXV�
RI� 3KDOHUXP�� WKH� OLEUDULDQ� RI� WKH� UR\DO� OLEUDU\� LQ�$OH[DQGULD�� KDG� UHSRUWHG� WR�
3KLODGHOSKXV�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�WKH�OLEUDU\�DOUHDG\�FRQWDLQHG���������YROXPHV��WKHUH�
ZDV�QR�FRS\�RI�WKH�ODZV�RI�WKH�-HZV��WKH�¿YH�ERRNV�RI�0RVHV���7KH�NLQJ�RUGHUHG�
WKDW�D�OHWWHU�EH�DGGUHVVHG�WR�(OHD]DU�UHTXHVWLQJ�HOGHUV��VL[�IURP�HDFK�WULEH��VNLOOHG�
LQ� WUDQVODWLQJ� WKHVH� ERRNV� �L�H�� WKH� 7RUDK��� WR� EH� VHQW� WR�$OH[DQGULD� LQ� RUGHU�
WKDW�D�SURSHU� WUDQVODWLRQ�PLJKW�EH�PDGH�IRU� WKH�NLQJ¶V� OLEUDU\��7KH�KLJK�SULHVW�
FRPSOLHG�ZLWK�WKLV�UHTXHVW�DQG�VHQW����HOGHUV�WR�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�NLQJ��7KHVH�PHQ�
KDG�QRW�RQO\�DFTXLUHG�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�NQRZOHGJH�RI�-HZLVK�OLWHUDWXUH��EXW�DOVR�
KDG�VWXGLHG�WKDW�RI�WKH�*UHHNV��+H�DOVR�VHQW�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKHP�SUHFLRXV�SDUFKPHQWV�
RQ�ZKLFK�WKH�3HQWDWHXFK�ZDV�LQVFULEHG�LQ�JROG��2Q�WKHLU�DUULYDO� LQ�$OH[DQGULD�
WKH�NLQJ�HQWHUWDLQHG�WKHP�ZLWK�EDQTXHWV�RQ�VHYHQ�VXFFHVVLYH�GD\V��(DFK�VFKRODU�
was asked a question by the king, and their wisdom was demonstrated by their 
DQVZHUV��'HPHWULXV�WRRN�WKH�OHDUQHG�HOGHUV�WR�WKH�LVODQG�RI�3KDURV�ZKHUH�WKH\�
FRPSOHWHG�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ����GD\V��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZDV�WKHQ�UHDG�WR�WKH�-HZV��ZKR�
QRW�RQO\�UHTXHVWHG�D�FRS\�RI�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUN�EXW�DOVR�GHFLGHG�WKDW�VLQFH�LW�KDG�
EHHQ�WUDQVODWHG�DFFXUDWHO\�DQG�LQ�SLRXV�IDVKLRQ�� LW�ZDV�EXW�ULJKW� WKDW� LW�VKRXOG�
UHPDLQ�DV�LW�ZDV�DQG�WKDW�QR�UHYLVLRQ�RI�DQ\�NLQG�PLJKW�HYHU�WDNH�SODFH�

7KH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�KDV�EHHQ�WKH�REMHFW�RI�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�FRQWURYHUV\��)LUVWO\��
VFKRODUV�GLVDJUHH�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�WLPH�IUDPH�RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN��ZLWK�
GDWHV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�WKLUG�FHQWXU\�%&(�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�FHQWXU\�&(�
�&RRN����������������6HFRQGO\��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&RRN����������������������������
WKHUH�DUH�WZR�VFKRROV�RI�WKRXJKW�UHJDUGLQJ�WKH�JHQUH�RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN��2QH�
JURXS�VXJJHVWV�WKDW�LWV�JHQUH�KDV�QR�KLVWRULFDO�YDOXH�DW�DOO��Pseudepigraphon),
ZKLOH�WKH�RWKHU�JURXS�GH¿QHV�WKH�JHQUH�RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�DV�historiography��

7KH�JURXS�RI�VFKRODUV�ZKR�DUH�RI�WKH�RSLQLRQ�WKDW�LW�KDV�QR�KLVWRULFDO�YDOXH�
DW�DOO�LQFOXGH�-RKQ�:HYHUV��$EUDKDP�:DVVHUVWHLQ�DQG�'DYLG�:DVVHUVWHLQ��7KH\�
YLHZ�WKH�OHWWHU�DV�¿FWLRQ�RU�OHJHQG�DQG�VXJJHVW�WKDW�LW�FRQWDLQV�DSRORJHWLF�RYHUWRQHV�
LQ�GHIHQFH�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��:HYHUV��������VXJJHVWV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�QR�JRRG�UHDVRQ�
to believe that the work had anything to do with Ptolemy Philadelphus, with the 
LVODQG�RI�3KDURV��ZLWK�-HZLVK�WUDQVODWRUV��WKDW�D�SDUHQW�+HEUHZ�WH[W�ZDV�VHQW�IURP�
-HUXVDOHP��RU�WKDW�LW�ZDV�D�XQL¿HG�ZRUN��+RZHYHU��KH�DFFHSWV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUN�ZDV�
$OH[DQGULDQ�RI�RULJLQ��VLQFH�RQ�OLQJXLVWLF�JURXQGV�WKH�*UHHN�YRFDEXODU\�FRQWDLQV�
LWHPV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�NQRZQ�WR�KDYH�EHHQ�FXUUHQW� LQ�(J\SW��$FFRUGLQJ� WR�:HYHUV
�������������WKH�actual 6LW]� LP�/HEHQ for the Aristeas legend seems to betray 
WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�LWVHOI��+H�QRWHV�WKDW�VXUSULVLQJO\�OLWWOH�LV�VDLG�DERXW�WKH�DFWXDO�
WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�
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:DVVHUVWHLQ�DQG�:DVVHUVWHLQ��������VHH�DOVR�.HRXJK�������DFNQRZOHGJH�
WKDW�DQVZHUV�WR�TXHVWLRQV�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW¶V�DFWXDO�RULJLQ�PXVW�UHPDLQ�XQNQRZQ�
XQWLO� EHWWHU� HYLGHQFH� LV� PDGH� DYDLODEOH�� 7KH\� KDYH� SURYLGHG� WKH� GH¿QLWLYH�
UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�WDVN��QDPHO\�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQG�GHVFULEH�WKH�RULJLQV�
DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�GHYHORSPHQWV�RI�WKH�OHJHQG�DURXQG�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��7KH�OHJHQG�
DQG� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� DUH� WKXV� FOHDUO\� VHSDUDWHG�� :DVVHUVWHLQ� DQG� :DVVHUVWHLQ�
DFNQRZOHGJH�WKDW�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�KDV�QR�KLVWRULFDO�YDOXH�DV�D�ZLWQHVV�WR�WKH�
RULJLQV�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��7KH\�DUJXH�WKDW�D�*UHHN�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�7RUDK�H[LVWHG�
DW�WKH�WLPH�RI�LWV�FRPSRVLWLRQ��DQG�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�D�GHVLUH�WR�FHPHQW�LWV�DXWKRULW\��
The Aristeas Book therefore serves as the basis for all subsequent versions of the 
OHJHQG��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�GLYHUJH�ZLGHO\�IURP�LW�

2WKHU�VFKRODUV�VXFK�DV�1LQD�&ROOLQV��6\OYLH�+RQLJPDQ�DQG�1RDK�+DFKDP��
WDNH�WKH�KLVWRULFDO�VLWXDWLRQ�LPSOLHG�E\�WKH�DXWKRU�VHULRXVO\��7KH�PDLQ�DUJXPHQW�
RI�WKLV�YLHZSRLQW�LV�WKDW�WKH�PHWDWH[W�UHSUHVHQWV�WUXWK�DV�LW�VKRXOG�EH�SHUFHLYHG�E\�
WKH�LQWHQGHG�UHDGHUV�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWHG�VDFUHG�WH[W��

6\OYLH�+RQLJPDQ�����������SURSRVHG�WKDW�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�
DFWXDOO\�IROORZHG�$OH[DQGULDQ�OLWHUDU\�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LW�VKRXOG�EH�UHDG�
DJDLQVW� LWV� +HOOHQLVWLF��$OH[DQGULDQ� EDFNJURXQG� �+RQLJPDQ� ������������ �����
6KH�VHHV�$ULVWHDV�DV�D�FKDUWHU�P\WK�� UHIHUULQJ� WR�KRZ�WKH�UHDGHUV�SHUFHLYH� WKH�
VWRU\��+RQLJPDQ�����������,W� LV�+RQLJPDQ¶V� LQWHQWLRQ�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH� WKDW� WKH�
role and purpose of the Aristeas Book was to turn the story of the origins of 
WKH� 6HSWXDJLQW� LQWR� D�P\WK� WKDW�ZRXOG� EH� EHOLHYHG� E\� LWV� UHDGHUV��+RQLJPDQ�
FRPSDUHV�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�XVHG�LQ�$ULVWHDV�ZLWK�WKH�UKHWRULFDO�WHFKQLTXHV�XWLOLVHG�
E\�$OH[DQGULDQ�KLVWRULDQV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�LW�ZDV�QRW�D�FRPSLODWLRQ�
IRU�DSRORJHWLFDO�SXUSRVHV��+RQLJPDQ�����������VHH�DOVR�&RRN����������������
(YHQ�WKRXJK�+RQLJPDQ�GRHV�DFFHSW�WKH�-HZLVKQHVV�RI�WKH�ZULWLQJ��VKH�PDLQWDLQV�
WKDW�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�KHUH�LV�D�EOHQG�RI�*UHHN�IRUP�DQG�-HZLVK�FRQWHQW��$FFRUGLQJ�
WR� KHU� WKH� WKUXVW� RI� WKH� WUHDWLVH� LV� QRW� DSRORJHWLFDO�� EXW� UDWKHU� D�PXOWL�IDFHWHG�
SUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�-XGDLVP��+RQLJPDQ�����������

$FFRUGLQJ� WR� +DFKDP� ������������ WKH� DXWKRU� RI� WKH� $ULVWHDV� %RRN�
WUDQVIRUPHG� WKH� ELEOLFDO� VWRULHV� RI� WKH� H[RGXV� DQG� WKH� JLYLQJ� RI� WKH� 7RUDK�
LQWR� D�QHZ� IRXQGDWLRQ� VWRU\�RI�(J\SWLDQ� -HZU\��7KH�QHZ�VWRU\�GLVUHJDUGV� WKH�
ELEOLFDO� KRVWLOLW\� WR� (J\SW� DQG� LQVWHDG� H[SUHVVHV� V\PSDWK\� IRU� WKH� 3WROHPDLF�
king who released the Jews from slavery, settled them in Egypt and initiated 
WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�7RUDK�LQWR�*UHHN��+H�QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�VKRXOG�
EH� YLHZHG� QRW� RQO\� DV� D� KLVWRULFDO� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKH�7RUDK�
LQWR�*UHHN��EXW�DOVR�DV�D�KLVWRULFDO�QDUUDWLYH�UHFRXQWLQJ�WKH�(OHD]DU�H[SHGLWLRQ��
+RZHYHU��+DFKDP�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�RQH�PXVW�VHDUFK�IRU�WKH�XQGHUO\LQJ�LGHRORJ\�LQ�
WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN��D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�WRWDO�OR\DOW\�WR�-XGDLVP�DQG�GHHS�DQG�DFWLYH�
LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�+HOOHQLVWLF�ZRUOG�DQG�FXOWXUH��7KLV�LGHRORJ\�LV�FRQYH\HG�
E\� PLQXWH� GHWDLOV�� ZKLFK� DUH� LQWHUZRYHQ� WR� FUHDWH� WKH� WRWDO� HIIHFW� �+DFKDP�
������������2QH�SURPLQHQW�IHDWXUH�LV�WKH�WHQGHQF\�WR�HPSKDVLVH�WKH�VDQFWLW\�DQG�
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DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�*UHHN�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�7RUDK�E\�WKH����HOGHUV�DQG�WR�HQKDQFH�
LWV�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�WKH�UHDGHUV¶�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�LW��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�YDULRXV�KLQWV�DQG�
H[SUHVVLRQV�SRLQWLQJ�WR�WKH�JUHDW�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��ZKLFK�LV�VLPLODU�
WR�WKH�VLJQL¿FDQFH�RI�WKH�+HEUHZ�YHUVLRQ��)RU�H[DPSOH��WKH�$OH[DQGULDQ�-HZV�
DFFHSWHG�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�IRUEDGH�DQ\�DGGLWLRQV�RU�GHOHWLRQV��7KH�3WROHPDLF�
NLQJ�KLPVHOI�DOVR�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�VDQFWLW\�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�
RI�WKH�7RUDK�LV�GHVFULEHG�LQ�ZD\V�VLPLODU�WR�WKRVH�RI�WKH�ELEOLFDO�JLYLQJ�RI�WKH�
7RUDK��WKHUHE\�HPSKDVLVLQJ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ¶V�VDQFWLW\�DQG�DXWKRULW\��7KH�LGHRORJ\�
RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�LV�H[SUHVVHG�FOHDUO\��D�WRWDO�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�WKH�7RUDK�DQG�
LWV�VDQFWLW\��RQ�WKH�RQH�KDQG��DQG�D�*UHHN�FDVWLQJ�IRU�WKH�(J\SWLDQ�-HZV��RQ�WKH�
RWKHU��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��+DFKDP�LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�VKRXOG�QRW�EH�
viewed as just another book emanating from this ideology, but rather, as a book 
WKDW�DWWHPSWV�WR�FUHDWH�D�IRXQGDWLRQ�VWRU\�IRU�+HOOHQLVWLF�-HZU\��+RZHYHU��&RRN�
�������DUJXHV�IRU�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�DV�D�-HZLVK�+HOOHQLVWLF�ZULWLQJ�

�� )URP� WKH� DERYH�� LW� LV� HYLGHQW� WKDW� WKHUH� LV� QR� FRQVHQVXV� RQ� YDULRXV�
DVSHFWV�RI� WKLV�ERRN��:ULJKW� ����������DQG�&RRN� �������������DUJXH� WKDW� WKH�
$ULVWHDV�%RRN�DVVXPHV�WKDW� WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�ZDV�LQWHQGHG�WR�EH�D�IUHH�VWDQGLQJ�
DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW�UHSODFHPHQW�IRU�WKH�+HEUHZ�3HQWDWHXFK��ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�D�VKLIW�
LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�LQWHQWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�DV�GHSHQGHQW�RQ�WKH�+HEUHZ�VRXUFH�
WH[W��$ULVWHDV�LV�SHUKDSV�SDUW�RI�D�GHEDWH�ZLWKLQ�'LDVSRUD�-XGDLVP�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�
WUXH�QDWXUH�RI�-HZLVK�KHULWDJH�DQG�LWV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�/DZ��%URFN�
������������:ULJKW�����������

%URFN¶V�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�$ULVWHDV�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�WR�GR�ZLWK�WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKH�
6HSWXDJLQW�EXW�UDWKHU�ZLWK�LWV�UHFHSWLRQ�KLVWRU\�LV�DFFHSWHG�LQ�VFKRODUO\�FLUFOHV��
$ULVWHDV�LV�SHUKDSV�SDUW�RI�D�GHEDWH�ZLWKLQ�'LDVSRUD�-XGDLVP�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�WUXH�
QDWXUH�RI�-HZLVK�KHULWDJH�DQG�LWV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�/DZ��,Q�OLQH�ZLWK�
%URFN��LW�LV�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�%RRN�RI�$ULVWHDV�IXO¿OOHG�D�IXQFWLRQ�DV�D�PHWDWH[W��
2EYLRXVO\��LW�ZDV�QRW�ZULWWHQ�DV�D�SLHFH�RI�KLVWRULFDO�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
ZKDW�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH�PRUH�WKDQ�D�FHQWXU\�HDUOLHU��ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�
RI�WKH�+HEUHZ�7RUDK�LQWR�*UHHN��EXW�UDWKHU�WR�PHHW�VRPH�UHOLJLRXV�FULVLV�DW�WKH�
WLPH�RI�LWV�FRPSRVLWLRQ��6LQFH�RXU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLWLHV�GXULQJ�
WKH�VHFRQG�FHQWXU\�%&�LV�PHDJUH�LQGHHG��VFKRODUV�DUH�OHIW�ODUJHO\�WR�WKH�LQWHUQDO�
HYLGHQFH�RI�WKH�%RRN�LWVHOI�WR��UH�IUDPH�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�DV�WUDQVODWLRQ�

In the subsequent paragraphs, it will be argued that Aristeas defends the 
*UHHN�3HQWDWHXFK�E\� LQVLVWLQJ�RQ� LWV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�-HZLVK�RULJLQ��$�GLVWLQFWLRQ�
must be made between the modern viewpoint on the nature of the Septuagint, 
L�H�� WKH� SHUVSHFWLYH�RI� RWKHUV� DQG� WKH�YLHZSRLQW� SXW� IRUZDUG�E\� WKH�$ULVWHDV�
%RRN�L�H��VHOI�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DQG�LGHQWL¿FDWLRQ��,Q�ZKDW�IROORZV�WKH�IRFXV�ZLOO�EH�
RQ� WKH� VHOI�GHVLJQDWLRQ�RI� WKH�3HQWDWHXFK�DV�SURYLGHG�E\� WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN��
%XW� VXUSULVLQJO\� OLWWOH� LV� VDLG� DERXW� WKH� DFWXDO� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� WKH� /;;�� 7KH�
OHWWHU�LV�GLYLGHG�LQWR�����VHFWLRQV��7KH�¿UVW����VHFWLRQV�UHODWH�WKH�VWRU\�RI�WKH�
NLQJ¶V�RUGHUV��KLV� OHWWHU� WR�(OHD]DU�DQG�(OHD]DU¶V� UHSO\��7KH�QDPHV�RI� WKH����
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WUDQVODWRUV�DUH�DOVR�DOO� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�¿UVW����VHFWLRQV��7KH�DFWXDO�ZRUN�RI� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�LWV�VXEVHTXHQW�DFFHSWDQFH�E\�ERWK�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�
WKH�NLQJ�DUH�IRXQG�LQ�VHFWLRQV�����WR������7KH�LQWHUYHQLQJ�����VHFWLRQV�JLYH�D�
ODXGDWRU\�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSOH��WKH�+RO\�/DQG��WKH�EDQTXHWV�SURYLGHG�E\�
WKH�NLQJ�IRU�WKH����WUDQVODWRUV��KLV�SRVLQJ�RI�SKLORVRSKLFDO�DQG�HWKLFDO�TXHVWLRQV�
WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�JXHVWV��DQG�WKH�ZLVGRP�DQG�SLHW\�RI�WKHLU�UHVSRQVHV��$ULVWHDV�
GHIHQGV�WKH�*UHHN�3HQWDWHXFK�E\�LQVLVWLQJ�RQ�LWV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�-HZLVK�RULJLQ��,WV�
SDUHQW�WH[W�ZDV�QRW�D�ORFDO�$OH[DQGULDQ�+HEUHZ�WH[W��EXW�DQ�RUQDWH�H[HPSODU�
VHQW� E\� WKH� -HUXVDOHP� KLJK� SULHVW� KLPVHOI�� ,W�ZDV� QRW� WKH�$OH[DQGULDQ� -HZV�
ZKR�PDGH�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��EXW�RI¿FLDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��VL[�IURP�HDFK�RI�WKH����
WULEHV��VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW��LQ�RSHQ�DVVHPEO\��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�LV�UHQGHUHG�
RI¿FLDO�E\�DGRSWLRQ�E\�WKH�-HZLVK�DVVHPEO\��/LNH�WKH�+HEUHZ�RULJLQDO�LW�ZDV�
QRW�DOORZHG�WR�XQGHUJR�DQ\�UHYLVLRQ��VR�WKDW�LW�PLJKW�EH�SUHVHUYHG�XQFKDQJHG��
7KH� EXON� RI� WKH� OHWWHU�� WKHQ�� UHODWHV� QRW� WR� WKH� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� OHDGLQJ� WR� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�� QRU� WR� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� LWVHOI�� EXW� UDWKHU� WR� D� GHVFULSWLRQ� RI� WKH�
VRFLDO� VHWWLQJ� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� �+HOOHQLVP�� DQG� LWV� UHFHSWLRQ� E\� WKH� -HZLVK�
FRPPXQLW\��7KH�UHDGHU�RI�WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�PXVW�GHGXFH�WKDW�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�
is Jewish with similar status to the Hebrew writings although there may be 
GLIIHUHQFHV�ZLWK� WKH�+HEUHZ�ZULWLQJV��7KH�HPSKDVLV� LV�RQ� WKH�DGHTXDF\�DQG�
DXWKRULW\�RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KLV�LV�VXSSRUWHG�E\�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�ODZ�RI�0RVHV�
LQ� WKH� 6HSWXDJLQW� 3URYHUEV��ZKLFK� KDV� D�PXFK�PRUH� SURPLQHQW� UROH� WKDQ� LV�
WKH�FDVH�LQ� WKH�+HEUHZ�YHUVLRQ�RI�3URYHUEV��7KLV� LV�GRQH�E\�XQGHUOLQLQJ�WKH�
QHJDWLYH�ZLWK�DQ�HPSKDVLV�RQ�HYLO� �IRU�H[DPSOH� WKH�*UHHN�Wicked progency 
curses its father versus the Hebrew There are those who curse their fathers
LQ�3URYHUEV���������6RPHWLPHV�WKH�*UHHN�WH[W�FRQWDLQV�PRUH�FRQWUDVWV�WKDQ�LWV�
6HPLWLF�SDUHQW�WH[W��3URYHUEV��������ZDV�PRYHG�E\�WKH�WUDQVODWRU�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
SODFH�������DGMDFHQW�WR�������IRU�SXUSRVHV�RI�FRQWUDVW��,Q�WKLV�ZD\�WKH�WUDQVODWRU�
GHOLEHUDWHO\�FRQWUDVWV�an unjust man with a courageous wife��

7R�FRQFOXGH�WKLV�VHFWLRQ��7KH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�Dolmetschen
RI� /XWKHU�� 7KH�$ULVWHDV� %RRN� DV� D� QDUUDWLYH� LV� QRW� D� OHJHQG�� QRU� D� KLVWRULFDO�
DFFRXQW�RI� WKH�RULJLQ�RI� WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��QHLWKHU� LV� LW� DQ�DSRORJ\� WR� MXVWLI\� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��5DWKHU��WKH�$ULVWHDV�%RRN�DV�PHWDWH[W�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�
DIWHU�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG��,W�ZDV�D�PHGLDWLRQ�WRRO�WR�
IDFLOLWDWH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�*UHHN�DQG�+HEUHZ�LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�WKDW�IUHH�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�3HQWDWHXFK�ZRXOG�EH�YLHZHG�DV�RUWKRGR[��L�H��
VLPLODU� LQ� VWDWXV� WR� WKH�+HEUHZ�ZULWLQJV�EHFDXVH� LW� LV� IURP�3DOHVWLQLDQ�-HZLVK�
RULJLQ��:LWKLQ� IUDPH� WKHRU\� WKH�$ULVWHDV� %RRN� DV� QDUUDWLYH� LV� D� VWRU\� WKDW� LV�
WHPSRUDOO\�DQG�FDXVDOO\�FRQVWLWXWHG�LQ�D�SDUWLFXODU�ZD\�WR�OHDG�UHDGHUV�WR�PDNH�
FHUWDLQ�HYDOXDWLRQV�RI�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW�3HQWDWHXFK��

7KH�%RRN�RI�$ULVWHDV�LV�D�PHWDWH[W�ZKLFK�DFWV�DV�IUDPH�IRU�WKH�6HSWXDJLQW��
7KLV� GLVFXUVLYH� ZRUN� RI� IUDPLQJ� HYHQWV� DQG� LVVXHV� IRU� D� SDUWLFXODU� VHW� RI�
DGGUHVVHHV� LV� LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH� LW�XQGHUPLQHV�GRPLQDQW�QDUUDWLYHV�RI�D�JLYHQ�
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LVVXH�WR�JURZ�DQG�DWWUDFW�DGKHUHQWV��,Q�WKLV�VHQVH��IUDPLQJ�SURFHVVHV�SURYLGH�D�
PHFKDQLVP�WKURXJK�ZKLFK�LQGLYLGXDOV�FDQ�LGHRORJLFDOO\�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�PRYHPHQW�
JRDOV�DQG�EHFRPH�SRWHQWLDO�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�PRYHPHQW�DFWLRQV��$ULVWHDV�GHIHQGV�
WKH�*UHHN�3HQWDWHXFK�E\�LQVLVWLQJ�RQ�LWV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�-HZLVK�RULJLQ��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�
LV� UHQGHUHG� RI¿FLDO� E\� DGRSWLRQ� E\� WKH� -HZLVK� DVVHPEO\� DQG� DOVR� UHQGHUHG�
FDQRQLFDO��/LNH�WKH�+HEUHZ�RULJLQDO�LW�ZDV�QRW�DOORZHG�WR�XQGHUJR�DQ\�UHYLVLRQ��
WKDW�LW�PLJKW�EH�SUHVHUYHG�LPSHULVKDEOH�DQG�XQFKDQJHG��

��� $Q�DQWL�IRRWQRWH�SROLF\�LQ�WKH�.LQJ�-DPHV�9HUVLRQ�DV�PHGLDWLRQ�IRU�
UHOLJLRXV�FRQÀLFW

:KHQ�-DPHV�9,�RI�6FRWODQG�EHFDPH�-DPHV�,�RI�(QJODQG�LQ�������WKH�WH[W�
RI�WKH�%LEOH�ZDV�D�VRXUFH�RI�GLYLVLRQ�DPRQJ�UHOLJLRXV�SDUWLHV�LQ�(QJODQG�UDWKHU�
WKDQ�D�ERQG�RI�XQLW\��7KH�3XULWDQ¶V�*HQHYD�YHUVLRQ��LQ�SULQW������������HQMR\HG�
EURDG�SRSXODULW\��0HDQZKLOH� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ�RI� WKH�%LEOH�XVHG�LQ� WKH�$QJOLFDQ�
%RRN�RI�&RPPRQ�3UD\HU��������UHYLVHG�������������ZDV�XQGHU�FULWLFLVP�IRU�LWV�
LQDFFXUDFLHV��7KHVH�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�$QJOLFDQV�DQG�3XULWDQV��ZKR�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�
the Reformation in England did not go far enough and that it retained too many 
&DWKROLF�HOHPHQWV��FRXOG�KDYH�WRUQ�(QJODQG�DSDUW�KDG�WKH\�EHHQ�KDQGOHG�EDGO\��,Q�
RUGHU�WR�UHFRQFLOH�WKH�GLIIHUHQFHV�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�UHOLJLRXV�SDUWLHV��WKH�NLQJ�FDOOHG�
IRU�D�FRQIHUHQFH�DW�+DPSWRQ�&RXUW� LQ�-DQXDU\�������$IWHU�PXFK�LQFRQFOXVLYH�
GHEDWH��'U� -RKQ�5H\QROGV�RI�2[IRUG�DQG�VSRNHVSHUVRQ� IRU� WKH�3XULWDQ�JURXS��
VXJJHVWHG�PDNLQJ�D�QHZ�WUDQVODWLRQ�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�ZKROH�FKXUFK��
$ZDUH�RI�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�PDLQWDLQLQJ�UHOLJLRXV�SHDFH��-DPHV�GHFLGHG�WR�PDNH�
DW�OHDVW�VRPH�FRQFLOLDWRU\�JHVWXUH�E\�FRPPLVVLRQLQJ�D�QHZ�%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQ�WR�
XQLWH�WKHP�DURXQG�D�FRPPRQ�(QJOLVK�%LEOH��

7KH� %LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQ� ZKLFK� LV� NQRZQ� DV� WKH� .LQJ� -DPHV� 9HUVLRQ� RU�
$XWKRULVHG�9HUVLRQ�LQFOXGHG�LQ�LWV�RULJLQDO�SXEOLFDWLRQ�LQ������WKUHH�PHWDWH[WV�LQ�
WKH�IRUP�RI�SUHIDFHV��7KH�¿UVW��³7R�WKH�0RVW�+LJK�DQG�0LJKW\�3ULQFH��-DPHV«´��
ZDV� D� IRXU�SDJH�GHGLFDWLRQ� DQG� WKH� VHFRQG� �³7KH�7UDQVODWRUV� WR� WKH�5HDGHU´��
DQ� HOHYHQ�SDJH� SUHIDFH� WR� WKH� WUDQVODWLRQ� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� LQWHQWLRQV�� FRQFHUQV��
PHWKRGRORJLHV�� DQG� XQFHUWDLQWLHV� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWRUV� DUH� DUWLFXODWHG� ZLWK� JUHDW�
FODULW\��7KH�WKLUG�FRQWDLQV�DQ�H[SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�JHQHDORJLHV�RI�,VUDHOLWH�KLVWRU\��

5KRGHV�	�/XSDV������������DQG�1HZPDQ�	�+RXVHU�����������W\SLI\�WKH�
VHFRQG�SUHIDFH�DV�DQ�DSRORJLD�RU�GHIHQVH��RI�WKH�QHFHVVLW\�IRU�D�WUDQVODWLRQ���,W�
ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�'U��0\OHV�6PLWK��ODWHU�WKH�%LVKRS�RI�*ORXFHVWHU��6PLWK�ZDV�DQ�
2ULHQWDOLVW��DQG�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�¿UVW�2[IRUG�&RPSDQ\�RI�WUDQVODWRUV��ZKLFK�ZDV�
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WUDQVODWLQJ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ERRNV�RI�,VDLDK�WKURXJK�0DODFKL�
DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�WZR�¿QDO�UHYLVHUV�RI�WKH�YHUVLRQ��7KH�SUHIDFH�PHGLDWHG�WKH�LVVXHV�
LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�ZD\���

7KH�SUHIDFH�EHJLQV�ZLWK�DQ�DFNQRZOHGJHPHQW�WKDW�QR�ZRUWK\�XQGHUWDNLQJ�
LV�ZLWKRXW�WKH�ULVN�RI�RSSRVLWLRQ�DQG�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ��7KH�WUDQVODWRUV�ZHUH�ZHOO�
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DZDUH�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ¶V�GHVLUH�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�ZHOIDUH�RI�WKH�FKXUFK�FRXOG�EH�PHW�
ZLWK�VXVSLFLRQ�DQG�UHVHQWPHQW��7KH�SULPDU\�FRQFHUQ�ZDV�IRU�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG�
WR�EH� FOHDUO\�XQGHUVWRRG��7R� DFKLHYH� WKLV� SXUSRVH� LW� LV� DUJXHG� WKDW� WUDQVODWLRQ�
LV� QHFHVVDU\�LPSRUWDQW��$Q�RYHUYLHZ�RI� WKH�KLVWRU\�RI� WKH� DQFLHQW� WUDQVODWLRQV�
�+HEUHZ� LQWR�*UHHN� DQG�+HEUHZ� DQG�*UHHN� LQWR�/DWLQ� DQG� LQWR� WKH� ³YXOJDU´�
WRQJXHV��LV�SURYLGHG�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�WKDW�WUDQVODWLQJ�WKH�6FULSWXUHV�LQWR�WKH�FRPPRQ�
ODQJXDJH�RI� D� SHRSOH� LV� D� WUDGLWLRQ� LQWHJUDO� WR� WKH� KLVWRU\� RI� HYDQJHOLVP��7KH�
WUDQVODWRUV�ZHUH�SUHVVHG�IURP�WKH�3URWHVWDQWV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�&DWKROLFV�WR�MXVWLI\�
WKH� QHZ� �UH�WUDQVODWLRQ�� )RU� 3URWHVWDQWV� LW� LV� LQGLFDWHG� WKDW� SHUIHFWLRQ� LV� QRW�
DFKLHYHG� DW� D� VLQJOH� VWURNH� DQG� WKDW� D� JRRG� WUDQVODWLRQ� PD\� EH� LPSURYHG� DW�
FDUHIXO�KRQLQJ��7KHUH�ZHUH�DW�OHDVW�WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�DWWHPSWV�WR�UHYLVH�RU�UHSODFH�
WKH� 6HSWXDJLQW� EHFDXVH� RI� DOO� LWV� LPSHUIHFWLRQV�� 6HFRQGO\�� DQG� KLVWRULFDOO\�� LW�
ZDV�WKHLU�FRPSODLQWV�DW�+DPSWRQ�&RXUW�DERXW�WKH�FRUUXSW�VWDWH�RI�WKH�%RRN�RI�
&RPPRQ�3UD\HU�WKDW�KDG�SURPSWHG�WKH�NLQJ�WR�VSRQVRU�D�UHYLVLRQ��)RU�&DWKROLFV�
LW�LV�DQVZHUHG�DV�IROORZV��)LUVWO\��UHJDUGOHVV�RI�WKH�VNLOO�RI�WKH�LQWHUSUHWHUV�ZKR�
UHQGHU�LW�LQ�WKH�UHVSHFWLYH�ODQJXDJH��*HUPDQ��)UHQFK��,WDOLDQ�RU�/DWLQ���WKH�NLQJ¶V�
VSHHFK�LQ�3DUOLDPHQW�LV�VWLOO�WKH�NLQJ¶V�VSHHFK�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�D�WUDQVODWLRQ�FDQ�VWLOO�
EH�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��6HFRQGO\��WKH\�DUJXHG�WKDW�WUXWK�FDQ�VWDQG�LQ�DQ�RSHQ�PDUNHW�
FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�DXWKRUVKLS�RI�3URWHVWDQW�YHUVLRQV��7KLUGO\��DJDLQVW�WKH�FRPSODLQW�
WKDW�3URWHVWDQW�YHUVLRQV�DUH�VR�RIWHQ�FKDQJHG�DQG�UHYLVHG�LW�LV�SRLQWHG�WR�WKH�JUHDW�
YDULHW\�RI�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�/DWLQ�%LEOH�VDQFWLRQHG�E\�5RPDQ�DXWKRULW\���

7KH� SXUSRVH� RI� WKH� WUDQVODWRUV� ZDV� LQ� HIIHFW� WR� WDNH� XS� WKH� PDQWOH� RI�
7\QGDOH�ZKLFK�SURGXFHG�WKH�¿UVW�SULQWHG�(QJOLVK�%LEOH�RI������DQG�LWV�IXUWKHU�
PRGL¿FDWLRQV�LQ�YDULRXV�RWKHU�WUDQVODWLRQV�0DWWKHZ¶V�%LEOH���������7DYHUQHU¶V�
%LEOH�DQG� WKH�*UHDW�%LEOH� �������� WKH�*HQHYD�%LEOH� ��������DQG� WKH�%LVKRS¶V�
%LEOH� ��������7KH� WUDQVODWRUV�ZHUH� LQVWUXFWHG� WR�VWDUW�ZLWK� WKH�%LVKRS¶V�%LEOH��
DQG�WR�WHVW�LW�FDUHIXOO\�DJDLQVW�HDUOLHU�(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�DJDLQVW�
WKH�WH[W�LQ�LWV�RULJLQDO�ODQJXDJHV��7R�WKLV�HQG�WKH\�PDGH�XVH�RI�DOO�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�
DYDLODEOH�WR�WKHP��OLQJXLVWLF�WRROV��DQFLHQW�DV�ZHOO�DV�PRGHUQ�%LEOH�YHUVLRQV�DQG�
FRPPHQWDULHV��HVSHFLDOO\�QRWLQJ�WKH�UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�6SDQLVK��)UHQFK��
,WDOLDQ� DQG� *HUPDQ� �³'XWFK´�� ODQJXDJHV�� 7ZR� PDWWHUV� FRQFHUQ� WKH� HGLWRULDO�
SROLF\��7KH�¿UVW�FRQFHUQHG�WKH�XVH�RI�PDUJLQDO�QRWHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�LV�XQFHUWDLQW\�
DERXW� WKH�ZRUGLQJ� RI� WKH� RULJLQDO� WH[W� RU� DERXW� LWV� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�� ,W� FRQFHUQV�
DOWHUQDWLYH�UHDGLQJV�KDYLQJ�D�FODLP�WR�DXWKHQWLFLW\��7KH�VHFRQG�PDWWHU�FRQFHUQHG�
WKH�GHJUHH�RI�YHUEDO�FRQVLVWHQF\�WR�EH�REVHUYHG�LQ� WUDQVODWLRQ��7KH�WUDQVODWRUV�
GR� QRW� LQVLVW� SHGDQWLFDOO\� RQ� YHUEDO� FRQVLVWHQF\��$IWHU� WKHVH� REVHUYDWLRQV� WKH�
SUHIDFH�LV�FRQFOXGHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[KRUWDWLRQ�WR�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�WDNH�WKH�%LEOH�VHULRXVO\�
WR�KHDUW�

7KH� VHFRQG� ZD\� LQ� ZKLFK� WKH� WUDQVODWRUV� PHGLDWHG� WKH� FRQÀLFW� ZDV�
WR� UHVWULFW� WKH� QDWXUH� RI� IRRWQRWHV�� ,Q� WKHLU�PDUJLQDO� FRPPHQWV� WKH� WUDQVODWRUV�
DYRLGHG�WKH�NLQG�RI�DQWLPRQDUFKLF�SROHPLFDO�FRPPHQWV�WKDW�KDG�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�
IRU�H[DPSOH�WKH�*HQHYD�%LEOH��7KHUH�DUH�PDLQO\�WKUHH�NLQGV��$Q�DVWHULVN�������
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FDVHV��LQ�WKH�WH[W�DOHUWV�WKH�UHDGHU�WR�FURVV�UHIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�PDUJLQ�ZKHUH�UHODWHG�
SDVVDJHV�DUH�LQGLFDWHG��7KHUH�DUH�DERXW������SDVVDJHV�ZKHUH�D�GDJJHU�LQ�WKH�WH[W�
SRLQWV�WR�D�QRWH�LQGLFDWLQJ�WKH�+HEUHZ�IRUP�RI�D�QDPH��WKH�+HEUHZ�PHDQLQJ�RI�
D�QDPH��RU�WKH�OLWHUDO�IRUP�RI�D�+HEUHZ�LGLRP�XQGHUO\LQJ�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KHUH�
DUH� DOVR�PRUH� WKDQ������2OG�7HVWDPHQW� SDVVDJHV�ZKHUH� SDUDOOHO� YHUWLFDO� EDUV�
SRLQW�WR�VRPH�FRPPHQW�LQ�WKH�PDUJLQ��ZKHWKHU�D�QRWH�WR�H[SODLQ�D�+HEUHZ�XQLW�
RI�ZHLJKW� RU�PHDVXUH�� WR�ÀDJ� DQ� DPELJXLW\� LQ� WKH�RULJLQDO� WH[W�� WR� SUHVHQW� DQ�
DOWHUQDWLYH�UHQGHULQJ�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W��RU�WR�SURSRVH�DQ�DOWHUQDWLYH�UHDGLQJ�IRU�
WKH�RULJLQDO�WH[W�

7KHVH�PHWDWH[WV�UHJXODWH�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�PHQWDO�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�WUDQVODWLRQV�
ZKLFK�GLYHUJH�IURP�WKH�DFFHSWHG�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�IUHH�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�
ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�RUWKRGR[�DQG�WKHUHE\�VHUYH�DV�D�PHGLDWLQJ�WRRO�RI�FRQÀLFWLQJ�
WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZV�

��� 7KH�PHWDWH[W�RQ�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�IRU�PHVVLDQLF�UHIHUHQFHV�LQ�WKH�QH[W��
Afrikaans Bible translation

,Q� WKH� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\�� %LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQV� DFFRPSDQLHG� E\� PHWDWH[WV�
ZHUH� YHU\� UDUH��7KH� WUDQVODWLRQV�ZHUH� VHHQ� DV� RULJLQDOV� DQG� E\� UHPRYLQJ� WKH�
PHWDWH[WV��IRU�H[DPSOH�LQ�WKH�.LQJ�-DPHV�9HUVLRQ�DQG�WKH�'XWFK�$XWKRULWDWLYH�
7UDQVODWLRQ��6WDWHYHUWDOLQJ���WKH�WUDQVODWRUV�DUH�PDGH�LQYLVLEOH���:LWKLQ�WKH�VHFRQG�
SDUW�RI�WKH�WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�D�SULPDU\�FRQFHUQ�IRU�PHDQLQJ�DQG�UHDGDELOLW\�KDV�
SURIRXQGO\� LQÀXHQFHG� WKH� WUHQGV� LQ�%LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQV��+RZHYHU�� WKLV� NLQG� RI�
WUDQVODWLRQ�VXSSUHVVHG�WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�DQG�FXOWXUDO�GLIIHUHQFHV�RI�WKH�VRXUFH�WH[W�E\�
DVVLPLODWLQJ�LW�WR�GRPLQDQW�YDOXHV�LQ�WKH�WDUJHW�ODQJXDJH�FXOWXUH�

7ZHQW\�¿UVW� FHQWXU\� %LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQV� H[KLELW� D� VKLIW� DZD\� IURP� WKH�
FRPPRQ� ODQJXDJH�XVDJH�HPSOR\HG� LQ�%LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQV� LQ� WKH�VHFRQG�KDOI�RI�
WKH� WZHQWLHWK�FHQWXU\�DQG� LQVWHDG� LQVWLOO� D�QHZ�DZDUHQHVV� LQ� WKH�PLQGV�RI� WKH�
UHDGHUV�RI�WKH�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�GLVWDQFH�EHWZHHQ�WKHP�DQG�WKH�VRXUFH�FXOWXUH���$V�D�
UHVXOW��%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQV�LQ�WKH�FXUUHQW�FHQWXU\�DJDLQ�PDNH�XVH�RI�PHWDWH[WV��IRU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�'XWFK�1LHXZH�%LMEHOYHUWDOLQJ�� WKH�*HUPDQ�Das Neue Testament,
the English 6FKRFNHQ�%LEOH, the Afrikaans 'LH�%\EHO�YLU�'RZHV��HWF���

0HWDWH[WV� ZLOO� DOVR� SOD\� D� PDMRU� UROH� LQ� WKH� QH[W� $IULNDDQV� %LEOH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�� D� SURMHFW� ZKLFK� LV� FXUUHQWO\� XQGHU� ZD\�� DV� D� PHDQV� WR� PHGLDWH�
EHWZHHQ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�RI� WKH� VRXUFH� WH[W� WKDW� UHODWH� WR� WKH� -HZLVK� FRQWH[W�RI�
WKH� VRXUFH� WH[W� DV� RSSRVHG� WR� ODWHU� &KULVWLDQ� LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV� RI� WKH� WH[W�� 7KLV�
VHFWLRQ�IRFXVHV�VSHFL¿FDOO\�RQ�WKH�PHWDWH[W�FUHDWHG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�$IULNDDQV�%LEOH�
WUDQVODWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�GLVSXWH�DERXW� WKH�DYRLGDQFH�RI�FDSLWDO� OHWWHUV� LQ�WKH�
2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�WUDQVODWH�VR�FDOOHG�PHVVLDQLF�QDPHV�UHIHUHQFHV�

7KH� 'XWFK�$XWKRULVHG� %LEOH� WUDQVODWLRQ� RI� ����� LQGLFDWHV� ZKLFK� WH[WV�
FDQ�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�PHVVLDQLF�ZLWK�QRWHV�LQ�WKH�PDUJLQ�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��
$W�WKDW�VWDJH�WKH�WUDQVODWRUV�GLG�QRW�XVH�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�LQ�WKH�WH[W�LWVHOI�WR�PDUN�
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PHVVLDQLF� WHUPV�� +RZHYHU�� VLQFH� WKH� WZHQWLHWK� FHQWXU\� IRRWQRWHV� DQG�PDUJLQ�
QRWHV�ZHUH�QR�ORQJHU�UHSUHVHQWHG�LQ�WKH�SULQWHG�HGLWLRQV�RI�WKH�'XWFK�$XWKRULVHG�
%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQ��&DSLWDO�OHWWHUV�DUH�XVHG�LQ�WKH�¿UVW�OHWWHU�RI�D�ZRUG�WR�LQGLFDWH�
PHVVLDQLF� WHUPV� LQ� WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�ZKLFK� UHIHU� WR� WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW� �FI��
,VDLDK����� µD� FKLOG�KDV�EHHQ�ERUQ� IRU� XV�� D� VRQ�JLYHQ� WR�XV���DQG�KH� LV� QDPHG�
:RQGHUIXO�&RXQVHORU��0LJKW\�*RG��(YHUODVWLQJ�)DWKHU��3ULQFH�RI�3HDFH¶��VHH�DOVR�
SURQRPLQDO�UHIHUHQFHV�DQG�WKH�ZRUG�³VHUYDQW´�LQ�,VDLDK������7KH������$IULNDDQV�
WUDQVODWLRQ�DQG�LWV������UHYLVLRQ�IROORZ�WKLV�PRGHO���7KH�$IULNDDQV�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�
�����GRHV�QRW�XVH�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�IRU�PHVVLDQLF�WHUPV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�DQG�
UHWXUQV�WR�WKH�HDUOLHU�XVDJH�RI��ORZHU�FDVH�OHWWHUV�DV�XVHG�IRU�FHQWXULHV�

,Q� WKH� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� QHZ� WUDQVODWLRQ� SURMHFW� RI� WKH�$IULNDDQV� %LEOH� it 
ZDV�GHFLGHG�WKDW�IRRWQRWHV�ZLOO�EH�XVHG�WR�LQGLFDWH�ZKLFK�RI�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�
WH[WV�PD\�EH�XQGHUVWRRG�DV�PHVVLDQLF�� ,W� LV�VLPLODU� WR� WKH�PRGHO�RI� WKH�'XWFK�
$XWKRULVHG�%LEOH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�������

7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�SURMHFW�RI�WKH�$IULNDDQV�%LEOH�ZDV�LQWLWLDWHG�LQ������E\�WKH�
$IULNDDQV�VSHDNLQJ�FKXUFKHV�LQ�6RXWK�$IULFD�DQG�LV�D�SURMHFW�RI�WKH�%LEOH�6RFLHW\�
RI�6RXWK�$IULFD��$OO�FKXUFKHV�XVLQJ�$IULNDDQV�DV�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SURMHFW��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�WHDP�UHÀHFWV�PDLQO\�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�
YLHZSRLQWV�� 7KH� SURMHFW� ZLOO� EH� FDUULHG� RXW� LQ� ¿YH� SKDVHV�� 8QWLO� WKH� HQG� RI�
������ WKH�SURMHFW�ZLOO�EH� LQ�SKDVH���DQG����3KDVH���ZLOO� LQYROYH� WKH�IHHGEDFN�
RI�FKXUFKHV��+RZHYHU��RQ����)HEUXDU\������GRFXPHQWV�ZHUH�DOUHDG\�UHFHLYHG�
from a (fundamentalist) group under the leadership of  two persons (PW Hoek 
and D Haasbroek) with the title ‘Would you like an Old Testament without the 
QDPH�RI�&KULVW"¶�7KH�GRFXPHQWV�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�VHQW�RXW�E\�WKHP�WR�DOO�FKXUFKHV�
DQG�SHUVRQV�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK� WKH�$IULNDDQV�%LEOH��7KH� VWHHULQJ�FRPPLWWHH�¿UVW�
FRQVLGHUHG�QRW�WR�WDEOH�WKHLU�REMHFWLRQ��EXW�IRUWXQDWHO\�ZLVGRP�SUHYDLOHG�DQG�LW�
ZDV�GHFLGHG�WR�DQVZHU�WKHP�LQ�D�FLUFXODU�ZKLFK�DOVR�ZDV�VHQW�WR�DOO�FKXUFKHV�DQG�
SHUVRQV�LQYROYHG��7KH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�PHWDWH[W�LV�µ7KH�XVH�RI�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�LQ�SDUWV�
RI�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�XWLOLVHG�E\�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�DV�UHIHUHQFHV�WR�WKH�0HVVLDK�¶�,W�
FRQVLVWV�RI�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQV�

,QWURGXFWLRQ�DQG�RULHQWDWLRQ�UHÀHFWLQJ�WKH�EDFNJURXQG�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�FDSLWDO�
OHWWHUV��DV�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDSHU��

(YLGHQFH�RI�WKH�VRXUFH�WH[WV�DQG�RWKHU�WUDQVODWLRQV�
7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�SULQFLSOHV�RI�WKLV�SURMHFW�
7KH�GLIIHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�GRJPDWLF�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�DQG�WUDQVODWLRQ�
7KH� GRFXPHQW� LV� DUJXHG� IURP� D� WUDQVODWLRQ� VWXGLHV� YLHZSRLQW� DQG� QRW�

IURP�D�WKHRORJLFDO�YLHZSRLQW��7KH�H[SODQDWLRQ�DV�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKH�OHWWHU�ZDV�QRW�
DFFHSWHG�E\�WKRVH�ZKR�REMHFWHG��EXW�WKHUH�DUH�RQJRLQJ�GLVFXVVLRQV�FRQFHUQLQJ�
WKH� LVVXH��0RVW� LPSRUWDQWO\�� WKH� FKXUFKHV� DUH� EHLQJ� LQIRUPHG� UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�
WUDQVODWLRQ� SUDFWLFH� IROORZHG� LQ� WKH� $IULNDDQV� %LEOH� DQG�� ZKLOH� WKH� ¿QDO�
RXWFRPH�LV�VWLOO�XQFOHDU��LW�LV�KRSHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZLOO�DFFHSW�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�ZKHQ�
LW�LV�SXEOLVKHG�
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��� &RQFOXVLRQ
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�UHYHDOLQJ�WKH�KLVWRULFDOO\�VKLIWLQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�DXWKRU�

DQG�WUDQVODWRU��PHWDWH[WV�DUH�XVHIXO�SUHFLVHO\�EHFDXVH�WKH\�WUDFH�WKH�FRQWRXUV�RI�
OLWHUDU\�LGHRORJ\�DQG�H[SRVH�WKH�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�ZKLFK�FRPPDQGV�OLWHUDU\�
H[FKDQJHV��7KH�PHWDWH[W�DOVR�KDV�WKH�IXQFWLRQ�RI�FDOOLQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�WUDQVODWRU�
DV�FR�VLJQHU�RI�WKH�ZRUN��WKH�PHWDWH[W�WKHUHE\�FDOOV�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�LQWHUYHQWLRQ�
RI�DQRWKHU�KDQG�DV�ZHOO�DV�DQRWKHU�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W�LQ�WKH�WH[W��

In his Circular Letter on Translation��/XWKHU� MXVWL¿HG� LQ� KLV� IUHH�%LEOH�
WUDQVODWLRQ� DV� QHFHVVDU\� IRU� FODULW\� LQ� *HUPDQ�� ,Q� DGGLWLRQ�� /XWKHU� DGGHG�
HVVHQWLDO�WUDLWV�RI�WKH�LGHDO�WUDQVODWRU�LQ�WKH�FLUFXODU�DV�IXUWKHU�MXVWL¿FDWLRQ�IRU�KLV�
WUDQVODWLRQ�

$ULVWHDV� GHIHQGV� WKH� *UHHN� 3HQWDWHXFK� E\� LQVLVWLQJ� RQ� LWV� 3DOHVWLQLDQ�
RULJLQ�� ,WV�SDUHQW� WH[W�ZDV�QRW�D� ORFDO�$OH[DQGULDQ�+HEUHZ�WH[W��EXW�DQ�RUQDWH�
H[HPSODU�VHQW�E\�WKH�-HUXVDOHP�KLJK�SULHVW�KLPVHOI��,W�ZDV�QRW�WKH�$OH[DQGULDQ�
-HZV�ZKR�PDGH�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ��EXW�RI¿FLDO�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��VL[�IURP�HDFK�RI�WKH�
���WULEHV��VHOHFWHG�E\�WKH�KLJK�SULHVW��LQ�RSHQ�DVVHPEO\��7KH�WUDQVODWLRQ�LV�UHQGHUHG�
RI¿FLDO�E\�DGRSWLRQ�E\�WKH�-HZLVK�DVVHPEO\�DQG�DOVR�UHQGHUHG�FDQRQLFDO��/LNH�
the Hebrew original it was not allowed to undergo any revision, that it might be 
SUHVHUYHG�LPSHULVKDEOH�DQG�XQFKDQJHG�

The Translators to the Reader�UHYHDOV�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH��WKH�PRWLYDWLRQ��DQG�
WKH�SURFHGXUHV�RI�WKH�.LQJ�-DPHV�YHUVLRQ¶V�WUDQVODWRUV�DV�VXPPDUL]HG�E\�RQH�RI�
LWV�¿QDO�HGLWRUV��1R�PDUJLQDO�QRWHV�DUH�DOORZHG�H[FHSW�IRU�H[SODQDWLRQV�RI�*UHHN�
DQG�+HEUHZ�ZRUGV�WKDW�FRXOG�QRW�EH�HDVLO\�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�WH[W��7KLV�SRVLWLRQ�
ZDV�D�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�PDQ\�SROHPLFDO�DQG�DQWLPRQDUFKLFDO�QRWHV�WKDW�FOXWWHUHG�
WKH�PDUJLQV�RI� WKH�3XULWDQV¶�*HQHYD�%LEOH�DQG�SOD\HG�D� UROH� LQ� WKH�PHGLDWLRQ�
EHWZHHQ�WKH�YLHZSRLQWV�RI�WKH�$QJOLFDQV�DQG�WKH�3XULWDQV����

)LQDOO\��WKH�PHWDWH[W�FUHDWHG�IRU�WKH�QH[W�$IULNDDQV�%LEOH�translation does 
QRW�VROYH�WKH�GLVSXWH�FRQFHUQLQJ�FDSLWDO�OHWWHUV�LQ�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW�WR�WUDQVODWH�
VR�FDOOHG�PHVVLDQLF� QDPHV�UHIHUHQFHV�� EXW� LW� VRIWHQV� DQG� KRSHIXOO\� HQOLJKWHQV�
WKH� GLVSXWH��2QO\� WLPH�ZLOO� WHOO� LI� WKH�PHWDWH[W�ZDV� VXFFHVVIXO� LQ� VROYLQJ� WKH�
GLVDJUHHPHQW�

2QH�FDQ�FRQFOXGH�WKDW�D�FULWLFDO�IXQFWLRQ�RI�D�PHWDWH[W�WR�D�VDFUHG�WH[W�LV�
WR�UHJXODWH�WKH�UHDGHU¶V�PHQWDO�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�IUHH�WUDQVODWLRQ�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�IUHH�
LQWHUSUHWDWLRQV�ZLOO�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�RUWKRGR[��7KH\�DUH�WKXV�D�FULWLFDO�FRPSRQHQW�
RI�WKH�WUDQVODWLRQ�RI�UHOLJLRXV�WH[WV�
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�����������E��7UDQVODWLRQ�DQG�DFWLYLVP��(PHUJLQJ�SDWWHUQV�RI�QDUUDWLYH�FRPPXQLW\��The

Massachusetts Review ���������������
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