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Abstract
,Q� WKLV� HVVD\� WKH� ¿JXUH� RI� 3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL� LV� VKRUWO\� SUHVHQWHG�

XQGHU�KLV�WZR�HPERGLPHQWV��DV�DQ�$IULFDQLVW�DQG�DV�D�JUHDW�3ROLVK�SRHW�ZKR�ZDV�
FUHDWLQJ�DEURDG�EXW�DOPRVW�DOZD\V�UHIHUULQJ�WR�DQG�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�KLV�EHORYHG�
IDWKHUODQG�� 'HVFULELQJ� KLV� SURIHVVLRQDO� DFWLYLWLHV� RQO\� WKH� PRVW� LPSRUWDQW�
IDFWRUV�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNHQ�LQWR�DFFRXQW�OLNH�IRUJLQJ�/DWLQ�VFULSW�IRU�6RPDOL�DQG�KLV�
VSHFLDO�DWWLWXGH�WRZDUGV�WKH�WUHDVXU\�RI�WKH�6RPDOL�RUDO�OLWHUDWXUH��6RPH�FKRVHQ�
episodes from his life are illustrated with fragments of his poetry in a rough 
(QJOLVK�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KH�XQGHUVLJQHG�KDV�SHUVRQDOO\�H[SHULHQFHG�PDJQDQLPLW\�
DQG�IULHQGVKLS�RI�3URIHVVRU�DQG�GHVHUYHV�KLP�D�ORW�LQ�GHYHORSLQJ�KLV�VFLHQWL¿F�
FDUHHU�DQG�LQ�DFTXLULQJ�HGLWRULDO�VNLOOV��

2QH� GD\�� ZKHQ� 0U� <DKLH� +DML�$OL�� 3UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� $QGU]HMHZVNL�
)RXQGDWLRQ�GLVFORVHG�WKH�LGHD�DERXW�WKH�RUJDQLVDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�VHVVLRQ�DQG�FDOOHG�
PH� ÄFORVH� IULHQG� RI� 3URIHVVRU´�� ,� IHOW� H[WUHPHO\� KRQRXUHG� EXW�ZDV� VRPHZKDW�
HPEDUUDVVHG��$OWKRXJK�,�KDG�UHDG��NQRZQ�DQG�DGPLUHG�VRPH�RI�KLV�SXEOLFDWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�WKH�&XVKLWLF�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�OLWHUDWXUHV��,�PHW�KLP�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�WLPH��
DQG�HQMR\HG�KLV�FRPSDQ\�RQO\�LQ�'HFHPEHU�������ZKHQ�WKH�)DFXOW\�RI�0RGHUQ�
Languages, University of Warsaw appointed him to be one of the reviewers in 
P\�KDELOLWDWLRQ�SURFHVV��7KHQ��DW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI������WLHV��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�WKH�
ODWH�3URIHVVRU�:LWROG�7\ORFK��ZH�XQGHUWRRN�D�SDLQVWDNLQJ�ZRUN�RQ�HGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�
Literatures in African Languages,� patiently and tirelessly supported by his wife 
±�6KHLOD�:HHNHV��:H�XVHG� WR� VSHQG�DOO� WKH� VXPPHU�GD\V�PDNLQJ�FRUUHFWLRQV��
XQLI\LQJ� WH[WV� DQG� LPSURYLQJ� HGLWRULDO� KDELWV� RI� PDQ\� DXWKRUV� FRPLQJ� IURP�

�� �%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL��6��3LáDV]HZLF]��:��7\ORFK��HGV����Literatures in African Languages: 
7KHRUHWLFDO� ,VVXHV� DQG� 6DPSOH� 6XUYH\V�� &DPEULGJH� 8QLYHUVLW\� 3UHVV� ±� :LHG]D� 3RZV]HFKQD��
:DUV]DZD�������
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GLIIHUHQW�FRQWLQHQWV��$IULFD��$PHULFD�DQG�(XURSH��$W����30�ZH�ZHUH�REOLJHG�
WR�OHDYH�RXU�FRPSDQ\��DV�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�JDWHV�FORVHG�DW�WKDW�WLPH��DQG�ZH�ZHUH�
gently reminded about this by our alma mater�ZDUGHQV��$OO�WKLV�WLPH�3URIHVVRU�
ZDV�P\�GHDUHVW�PHQWRU�DQG�PDVWHU��DQG�,�IHOW�P\VHOI��DQG�FRQWLQXH�WR�IHHO�DV�KLV�
KXPEOH�DQG�EHQLJKWHG�VWXGHQW�ZKR�KDV�OHDUQHG�IURP�KLP�VR�PDQ\�WKLQJV��

3URI��%RJXPLá��FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�*XĞ��IURP�%RJXĞ��D�GLPLQXWLYH�IRUP�
of his name) was the leading world authority on the languages and oral literature 
RI� WKH�6RPDOL�DQG�2URPR�SHRSOHV� OLYLQJ� LQ� WKH�+RUQ�RI�$IULFD��KH� LQWURGXFHG�
WKHLU�UHPDUNDEOH�SRHWU\�DQG�RWKHU�OLWHUDU\�JHQUHV�WR�WKH�ZRUOG�OLWHUDWXUH��+H�ZDV�
D�SDVVLRQDWH�HQWKXVLDVW�RI�VWXG\LQJ�ODQJXDJH�LQ�LWV�OLYLQJ�VRFLR�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W��

3URI��%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL�ZDV�ERUQ�LQ�3R]QDĔ�LQ�������WZR�\HDUV�DIWHU�WKH�
ÄPLUDFOH�E\�WKH�9LVWXOD�ULYHU´��+H�FDPH�IURP�D�ORZHU�PLGGOH�FODVV�IDPLO\�� His 
IDWKHU�RZQHG�D�ZKROHVDOH�¿UP�RI�WKH�UDZ�VNLQV��DQG�KLV�PRWKHU��EHIRUH�VKH�JRW�
PDUULHG��KDG�HDUQHG�KHU�OLYLQJ�DV�D�FOHUN�LQ�D�ELJ�5XVVLDQ�IDFWRU\��<RXQJ�*XĞ�
ZDV�SURXG�RI�KLV�SDUHQWV�ZKR�VWUXJJOHG�VR�EUDYHO\�ZLWK�WKH�H[LVWHQWLDO�GLI¿FXOWLHV�
DQG�WULHG�WR�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�IDPLO\�LQ�WKH�KDUG�WLPHV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�HFRQRPLF�FULVLV�
RI������WLHV�DQG������WLHV��:LWK�WKH�SDVVDJH�RI�WLPH��KH�ULGLFXOHG�LQ�KLV�SRHWU\�
WKH� SVHXGR�LQWHOOHFWXDOV� ZKR� GHVSLVHG� WKH� KDUG� ZRUNLQJ� SHRSOH� RI� WKH� ORZHU�
VWUDWD��7ZR�WUDXPDWLF�HYHQWV�KDYH�HVSHFLDOO\�GUDZQ�KLV�DWWHQWLRQ��WKH�YLVLW�RI�WKH�
GHEW�FROOHFWRUV�IURP�WKH�7UHDVXU\�2I¿FH�DQG�WKH�SUHPDWXUH�GHDWK�RI�KLV�EHORYHG�
PRWKHU��7KH�ODWHU�PLVIRUWXQH�KDV�EHHQ�VDGO\�FRPPHPRUDWHG�LQ�RQH�RI�KLV�HDUOLHVW�
SRHPV��

*XĞ�EHJDQ�KLV�HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�D�SULYDWH�VFKRRO�EXW�VRRQ�±�GXH�WR�WKH�VKRUWDJH�
LQ� WKH� IDPLO\� EXGJHW� ±� ZDV� IRUFHG� WR� OHDYH� WKLV� ÄHGXFDWLRQDO� KRWKRXVH´� DQG�
FRQWLQXHG�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�LQ�D�SXEOLF�VFKRRO��+DYLQJ�EHHQ�SK\VLFDOO\�UDWKHU�D�ZHDN�
ER\�KH�ZDV�SURVHFXWHG�E\�VRPH�RI� WKH� ORFDO�VFKRRO�KRROLJDQV�� ,W�ZDV�VR�XQWLO�
KH�PDQDJHG�WR�JDLQ�±�LQ�D�VNLOIXO�ZD\�±�WKH�V\PSDWK\�RI�WKHLU�OHDGHU��,W�LV�LQ�WKH�
%HUJHU¶V�J\PQDVLXP�LQ�3R]QDĔ�WKDW�KH�EHJDQ�WKH�QH[W�OHYHO�RI�HGXFDWLRQ��,Q�WKH�
\HDUV�����������KH�ZHQW�WR�D�J\PQDVLXP�LQ�=DNRSDQH��DQG�WKHQ�WR�WKH�2VZDOG�
%DO]HU�VHFRQGDU\�VFKRRO��liceum��LQ�WKDW�WRZQVKLS��

$IWHU� WKH�1D]L� LQYDVLRQ� RI� 3RODQG�%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL�ZDV� DUUHVWHG� E\�
*HVWDSR�EXW�LQ�VRPH�PLUDFXORXV�ZD\��WKH�GHWDLOV�DUH�QRW�NQRZQ�WR�XV��ZDV�VHW�
IUHH��7KLV�HSLVRGH�RI�KLV�OLIH�KDV�EHHQ�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�RQH�RI�KLV�SRHPV��

0QLH�WDNĪH�DUHV]WRZDQR�Z�VSUDZLH�QLHEH]SLHF]QHM�
,�RWR�Z\FKRG]Ċ�QD�RĞQLHĪRQą�GURJĊ��QLH�]DVWU]HORQ\��
1DZHW�QLH�GRWNQLĊW\�V]SLFUXWą�L�EDWHP��

�� �7KH�GHWDLOV�RI�3URIHVVRU¶V�OLIH�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNHQ�IURP�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�KLV�SRHPV�Ä8U\ZNL�
]�ZáDVQHJR�Ī\FLRU\VX�UHWXV]RZDQH�SLyUHP�SDZLP´��)UDJPHQWV�RI�P\�RZQ�OLIH�VWRU\�DGRUQHG�ZLWK�
D� SHDFRFN¶V� SHQ��� LQ�� %RJXPLá�$QGU]HMHZVNL��3RGUyĪ� GR� NUDMyZ� OHJHQGDUQ\FK (Journey to the 
/HJHQGDU\�&RXQWULHV���$JDZD��:DUV]DZD������SS�����������
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=�JURĨQHJR�JPDFKX��QDG�NWyU\P�V\F]\�EDQGHUD�7UXSLHM�&]DV]NL��
Also I was arrested due to a dangerous matter, 
%XW�ORRN��,�FRPH�RXW�RQ�D�VQRZ�ERXQG�ZD\��QRW�VKRW�GHDG��
$QG�HYHQ�QRW�WRXFKHG�E\�D�ULGLQJ�ZKLS�RU�D�ERRW��
/HDYLQJ�JORRP\�HGL¿FH�ZLWK�D�KLVVLQJ�EDQQHU�RI�WKH�&DGDYHURXV�&UDQLXP�

RQ�LWV�WRS��
,Q�6HSWHPEHU�������DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����*XĞ�HVFDSHG�IURP�WKH�QDWLYH�FRXQWU\��

PDNLQJ�KLV�ZD\�WKURXJK�6ORYDNLD��+XQJDU\��<XJRVODYLD��*UHHFH�DQG�7XUNH\��DQG�
UHDFKLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQH��ZKHUH�KH�MRLQHG�WKH�3ROLVK�DUP\��,QGHSHQGHQW�%ULJDGH�
RI�WKH�&DUSDWLDQ�6KRRWHUV��XQGHU�WKH�FRPPDQG�RI�*HQHUDO�:áDG\VáDZ�$QGHUV��
'XULQJ�WKLV�SHULORXV�MRXUQH\�KH�ZDV�DUUHVWHG�VHYHUDO�WLPHV��DQG�HVFDSHG�IURP�DQ�
LQWHUPHQW�FDPS�LQ�+XQJDU\�E\�ZDONLQJ�IRU����KRXUV�DW�QLJKW�WKURXJK�WKH�VQRZ�
VWRUPV�DFURVV�/DNH�%DODWRQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�IUR]HQ�RYHU�DW�WKDW�WLPH��

0Uy]�VNXá�Z�OyG�ZĊJLHUVNLH�OąGRPRU]H��RWXPDQLá�
3XáDS�QLHELHVNL�QRFQą�ZLURZQLFą�ĞQLHJX��
:LDWURZL�GDá�RVWUH�ZV]\VWNR�SU]HQLNDMąFH�LJá\��
,G]LH�GZyFK�OXG]L�SR�]DPDU]QLĊWHM�ZRG]LH��
7U]\PDMą�VLĊ�NXUF]RZR�SRUĊF]\�OĞQLąFHJR�NRPSDVX��
%\�LFK�ZLFKHU�QLH�]HSFKQąá�]�Z\W\F]RQHM�OLQLL�PDUV]UXW\��
:�ZRUNX�QLRVą�FXNLHU�L�ZyGNĊ��GULDNLHZ�QD�MDG\�]DEyMF]H�
3U]HUDĨOLZHJR�]LPQD��QD�QDJáH�VSD]P\�]PĊF]HQLD��
,Gą�RVWURĪQLH��Z\WĊĪDMą�Z]URN�Z�ELDáHM�FLHPQL��
%\�F]DVHP�QLH�ZSDĞü�Z�V]F]HOLQĊ�SRPLĊG]\�NUDPL�MH]LRUD��
7KH�IURVW�IRUJHG�LFH�RXW�RI�WKH�+XQJDULDQ�ODQG�VHD�DQG�UDLVHG�FORXGV
2I�WKH�QRFWXUQDO�VQRZ�ZKLUOSRRO�RQ�WKH�KHDYHQO\�FHLOLQJ��
:LQG�ZDV�JLYHQ�VKDUS�DOO�SHQHWUDWLQJ�QHHGOHV��
Two men tread the frozen water, 
7KH\�GHVSHUDWHO\�KROG�RQ�WR�WKH�KDQGUDLO�RI�D�VKLQ\�FRPSDVV��
,Q�RUGHU�QRW�WR�EH�GULYHQ�E\�ZLQG�RXW�RI�WKH�GHPDUFDWHG�LWLQHUDU\��
,Q�VDFN�WKH\�FDUU\�VXJDU�DQG�YRGND��ZKLFK�DUH�UHPHG\�IRU�NLOOLQJ�SRLVRQ�
2I�D�VKULOOLQJ�FROGQHVV��DQG�IRU�VXGGHQ�FRQYXOVLRQV�RI�WLUHGQHVV��
7KH\�JHW�RQ�FDXWLRXVO\�DQG�VWUDLQ�WKHLU�H\HV�LQ�WKH�ZKLWH�REVFXULW\��
,Q�RUGHU�QRW�WR�IDOO�LQWR�D�¿VVXUH�EHWZHHQ�WKH�ODNH¶V�LFH�FDNHV��
+LV�ZDU�H[SHULHQFHV�LQ�1RUWK�$IULFD�DERXQGHG�LQ�PDQ\�GUDPDWLF�HYHQWV��

During the siege of the Tobruk fortress he was wounded and then almost lost his 
OLIH�ZKHQ�D�PLQH�H[SORGHG�FORVH�WR�KLP�DQG�KLV�FRPSDQLRQV��

3FKDOLĞP\�Zy]HN�UĊF]Q\�]�SRFLVNDPL�L�ZRGą��
5ĊF]Q\��ER�VLOQLN�FLĊĪDUyZNL�SU]\FLąJQąáE\�RG�UD]X
6SDGRFKURQRZH�SRFKRGQLH��.RĔ�]QRZX�E\�FK\ED�]GHFKá

�� �&I��%RJXPLá�$QGU]HMHZVNL��op. cit,��S������
�� Op. cit.��S������

3URIHVVRU�%RJXPLá�:LWDOLV�$QGU]HMHZVNL��+LV�/LIH��6FLHQWL¿F�$FWLYLW\��DQG�3RHWU\
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:�WDNLFK�SLDV]F]\VW\FK�ZDUXQNDFK��
=URELáR�VLĊ�QDJOH�MDVQR�L�MDVQRĞü�WUZDáD�GáXJR�SU]HG�Z]URNLHP��
&KRFLDĪ�PLDáHP�]DPNQLĊWH�SRZLHNL��D�UyZQRF]HĞQLH�ZRNRáR�
%\áR�]XSHáQLH�FLHPQR��MDN�SRWHP�PL�PyZLRQR��1LH�E\áR�RGJáRVX��
$�MHGQDN�WR�SRQR�E\á�PLQRZ\�Z\EXFK��
>���@�'ZyFK�>]�QDV�SLĊFLX@�]RVWDáR�QD�VWDáH�QLHGDOHNR�PLHMVFD��
:�NWyU\P�UR]OHFLDá�VLĊ�Zy]HN��'RORW�WDP�QDZHW�QLHWUXGQ\��
-HĪHOL�SROHFLV]��G\ĪXUQ\�DQLRá�QD�FPHQWDUQHM�ZDUWRZQL�
3RZLH�FL�GRNáDGQLH��JG]LH�PRĪQD�LFK�]QDOHĨü��
:H�ZHUH�SXVKLQJ�KDQGFDUW�ZLWK�PLVVLOHV�DQG�ZDWHU��
+DQGFDUW�EHFDXVH�WKH�ORUU\¶V�PRWRU�ZRXOG�DW�RQFH�DWWUDFW
7KH�SDUDFKXWH�WRUFKHV��+RUVH�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�GLH�
,Q�VXFK�D�VDQG\�FRQGLWLRQV��
$OO�DW�RQFH�LW�FOHDUHG�XS�DQG�WKH�OLJKW�UHLJQHG�ORQJ�RYHU�WKH�H\HVLJKW��
$OWKRXJK�,�NHSW�P\�H\HOLGV�FORVHG��DQG�LW�ZDV�
&RPSOHWHO\�GDUN�DURXQG��DV�,�ZDV�ODWHU�VDLG��7KHUH�ZDV�QR�VRXQG��
%XW�LW�DSSDUHQWO\�ZDV�D�PLQH�H[SORVLRQ��
7ZR�PHQ�VWD\HG�IRU�HYHU�FORVH�WR�WKLV�SODFH��
:KHUH�WKH�FDUW�ÀHZ�LQ�SLHFHV��,W�LV�HDV\�WR�À\�WKHUH��
,I�\RX�À\��DQ�DQJHO�RQ�GXW\�LQ�WKH�FHPHWHU\�JXDUGKRXVH�
:LOO�WHOO�\RX�H[DFWO\�ZKHUH�WKH\�FDQ�EH�IRXQG��
%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL� ZDV� H[WUHPHO\� KXPEOH� E\� QDWXUH�� +H� DYRLGHG� DQ\�

DWWHPSWV� WR� EH� SURPRWHG� WR� WKH� UDQN� RI� DQ� RI¿FHU�� +RZHYHU�� KLV� ZDU� VHUYLFH�
ZDV�RI�JUHDW�VLJQL¿FDQFH�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZHG�KLP�WR�HVWDEOLVK�¿UVW�FRQWDFWV�ZLWK�
$UDELF��+H�ZDV�IDVFLQDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�DGPLUDEOH�0XVOLP�FXOWXUH��
+H�DOVR�KDG�D�FKDQFH�WR�OHDUQ�(QJOLVK�DV�KH�WRRN�FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�FRXUVHV�IURP�
WKH�:ROVH\�+DOO��$IWHU� WKH�ZDU�KDG�HQGHG��KH�ZDV�DGPLWWHG� WR� WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
RI�2[IRUG��ZKHUH�KH�VWXGLHG�(QJOLVK�WKDQNV�WR�D�VFKRODUVKLS�IURP�WKH�1HZPDQ�
$VVRFLDWLRQ��,Q������KH�PDUULHG�DQ�(QJOLVKZRPDQ��6KHLOD�:HHNHV��ZKR�DOZD\V�
ZDV� UHDG\� WR�VXVWDLQ�KLP�LQ�KLV�VFLHQWL¿F�FDUHHU�DQG� LQ� WKH� OLIH�GLI¿FXOWLHV�� ,Q�
�����%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2[IRUG�� WKLV�HYHQW�
ZDV�FRPPHPRUDWHG�LQ�KLV�SRHWLF�RXWSXW��

>���@�,GĊ�]DP\ĞORQ\
3U]H]�ZRMHQQą�FLĪEĊ��MHV]F]H�ZáDĞFLZLH�ĪRáQLHU]��
$�MXĪ�R[IRUG]NL�VWXGHQW��FKRü�W\ONR�Z�GDOHNLP�
.RUHVSRQGHQF\MQ\P�NROHJLXP��,�FKRFLDĪ�PL�PRZD�DQJLHOVND�
-HV]F]H�FKU]ĊVWHP�VáRZLDĔVNLP�V]HOHĞFL��
-XĪ�PQLH�XU]HNOL�]XSHáQLH�Z\VSLDUVF\�ZLHV]F]H��
>���@�7KRXJKWIXO�,�DP�JRLQJ�

�� Op. cit.��SS����I��
�� Op. cit.��S������
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Through the war squeeze, in reality still a soldier, 
$QG�DOUHDG\�DQ�2[IRUG�VWXGHQW��DOWKRXJK�LQ�D�UHPRWH�
&RUUHVSRQGHQFH�&ROOHJH��DQG�DOWKRXJK�WKH�(QJOLVK�VSHHFK�
6WLOO�UXVWOHV�IRU�PH�LQ�WKH�6ODYRQLF�FUDVKHV��
,�DP�DOUHDG\�IXOO\�EHZLWFKHG�E\�WKH�LVODQG�JUHDW�SRHWV��
.LHG\Ğ�P\ĞODáHP��ĪH�PRMą�DOPą�PDWHU�EĊG]LH�:DUV]DZD��
7DN�VLĊ�VWDáR�MHGQDN��ĪH�R[IRUG]ND�DOPD�PDPND�
Karmi mnie swoim witaminowym mlekiem, 
7DN�MDN�NLHG\Ğ�U]\PVND�ZLOF]\FD��JG\�UDWRZDáD�SRU]XFRQH�EOLĨQLĊWD�7
2QFH�,�WKRXJKW�WKDW�:DUVDZ�ZLOO�EH�P\�DOPD�PDWHU��
+RZHYHU�LW�KDSSHQHG�WKDW�WKH�2[IRUG�DOPD�ZHW�QXUVH
Feeds me with her vitaminized milk, 
$V�RQFH�WKH�5RPDQ�VKH�ZROI�ZDV�GRLQJ�ZKHQ�VDYLQJ�WKH�DEDQGRQHG�WZLQV��
,Q� WKH� \HDUV� ����� DQG� �����%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL� VWXGLHG� OLQJXLVWLFV� DQG�

$UDELF�DW�WKH�6FKRRO�RI�2ULHQWDO�DQG�$IULFDQ�6WXGLHV��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ��,Q�
�����KH�EHJDQ�KLV�LQYROYHPHQW�ZLWK�WKH�6RPDOL�ODQJXDJH�DQG�UHPDLQHG�GHYRWHG�
WR�WKH�6RPDOL�SHRSOH�DQG�WKHLU�WRQJXH�IRU�RYHU�IRUW\�\HDUV��+H�SOD\HG�D�FUXFLDO�UROH�
LQ�FUHDWLQJ�WKH�/DWLQ�VFULSW�IRU�WKH�6RPDOL�ODQJXDJH��&�5�9��%HOO��WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�
(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�%ULWLVK�6RPDOLODQG�3URWHFWRUDWH�KDG�VHW�XS�D�SURMHFW�WR�GHYHORS�
D�VFULSW� IRU�6RPDOL�DQG�FKRVH�*XĞ� WR�ZRUN�RQ� WKLV��$IWHU� WUDLQLQJ�DW�62$6�LQ�
SKRQHWLFV�DQG�OLQJXLVWLFV�KH�XQGHUWRRN�DQ�LQLWLDO�ZRUN�RQ�6RPDOL�ZLWK�&DOL�6KHHNK�
0DKDPHG�-LUGH\�DQG�$QWKRQ\�0DULDQR��,Q�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�KLV�UHVHDUFK�KH�ZHQW�WR�
6KHHNK�LQ�WKH�3URWHFWRUDWH��ZLWK�KLV�ZLIH�6KHLOD��DQG�HVWDEOLVKHG�YHU\�FORVH�DQG�
IUXLWIXO�FROODERUDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�IDPRXV�6RPDOL�SRHW�±�0XXVH�;DDML�*DODDO�� With 
KLP�KH�EHJDQ�GHWDLOHG�UHVHDUFK�LQWR�WKH�6RPDOL�ODQJXDJH��7KH�UHVXOWLQJ�UHSRUW�
RQ�SKRQRORJ\�RI�WKH�ODQJXDJH�ZDV�DFFRPSDQLHG�E\�D�UHFRPPHQGHG�VFULSW�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�/DWLQ�DOSKDEHW��7KH�UHVLVWDQFH�IURP�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHUV�WR�WKH�/DWLQ�VFULSW�
�WKH\�FDOOHG�LW�la-diin��LW�LV�µGHYRLG�RI�UHOLJLRQ´��FDXVHG�WKDW�WKH�VFULSW�ZDV�QRW�
LQWURGXFHG�DV�D�QDWLRQDO�DOSKDEHW�XQWLO�������+RZHYHU��$QGU]HMHZVNL¶V�SURSRVDO�
FRQWULEXWHG�WR�D�ODWHU�ZRUN�RQ�ZULWLQJ�6RPDOL��DQG�LWV�PDQ\�IHDWXUHV�DUH�WR�EH�
IRXQG�LQ�WKH�¿QDO�ZULWLQJ�V\VWHP��RQH�GHYHORSHG�E\�6KLUH�-DDPDF�$[PHG��

7KH� SRSXODULW\� DQG� VXFFHVV� RI� WKLV� ÄLQVWDQW� OLWHUDF\´� ZDV� D� JUHDW�
VDWLVIDFWLRQ�IRU�*XĞ��7KH�OLWHUDU\�DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�6RPDOL�VWDUWHG�WR�ÀRXULVK��ZKLFK�
UHVXOWHG� LQ� QXPHURXV� QRYHOV�� SOD\V� DQG� RWKHU� OLWHUDU\� JHQUHV�� 7KHLU� DXWKRUV�
VRXJKW�KHOS�ZLWK�$QGU]HMHZVNL�ZKR�HQFRXUDJHG�WKHLU�HIIRUWV�ZLWK�HQWKXVLDVP�
RQ�KLV�VSRUDGLF�YLVLWV�WR�6RPDOLD�DQG�DW�62$6��(YHU\�KLV�DSSHDUDQFH�LQ�6RPDOLD�

7 Op. cit.��S������
�� �&I��5XWK�)LQQHJDQ��0DUWLQ�2UZLQ��Ä,QWURGXFWLRQ´��Journal of African Cultural Studies

�������������6SHFLDO�LVVXH��&DUULHG�E\�D�0\VWLF�:LQG��%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL�RQ�WKH�6RPDOL�3DVVLRQ�IRU�
Poetry and Language��S�����
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ZDV�DQQRXQFHG�E\�WKH�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV��ZKLFK�QLFNQDPHG�KLP�Ä7KH�2QH�:KR�
,V�1RW�2IWHQ�:LWK�8V´��

$IWHU�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL�ZDV�HPSOR\HG�
LQ�62$6�DV�OHFWXUHU�LQ�&XVKLWLF�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�FRQWLQXHG�WR�ZRUN�RQ�6RPDOL��,Q�
�����KH�JDLQHG�3K'�GHJUHH�LQ�WKH�¿HOG�RI�WKH�6RPDOL�JUDPPDU����+H�FRPPHQWHG�
XSRQ�WKH�3K'�SURFHGXUH�LQ�RQH�RI�KLV�SRHPV��

:�SRNRMX�MHVW�FLV]D�FLHSáD�L�SRGQLRVáD��
2ERN�PQLH�VLHG]L�GZyFK�ELVNXSyZ��QDG]RUFyZ�MĊ]\NR]QDZF]HM�ZLHG]\��
'ZyFK�SURIHVRUyZ�Z�]Z\F]DMQ\FK�FLHPQ\FK�XEUDQLDFK�EH]�WyJ��
=D�RNQHP�]LPQ\�ZLDWU�]�SyáQRFQHJR�ZVFKRGX�SRUXV]D�
*DáĊ]LDPL�GU]HZ�Z]GáXĪ�VSRNRMQHM��ERF]QHM�XOLF\�/RQG\QX��
6]XPL�]XSHáQLH�QLHSRPQ\�XURF]\VWHJR�PRPHQWX��
&L�GZDM�]ZUDFDMą�VLĊ�GR�PQLH�L�SRGDMą�PL�UĊFH��
:\ĞZLĊFDMą�PQLH��GáXJROHWQLHJR�SRVWXODQWD�QDXN�H]RWHU\F]Q\FK�
1D�GRNWRUD�ĝZLĊWHM�)LORORJLL�VXE�VSHFLH�DIULFDQLWDWLV���
:DUP�DQG�VXEOLPH�VLOHQFH�UHLJQV�LQ�WKH�URRP��
&ORVH�WR�PH�WZR�ELVKRSV�DUH�VLWWLQJ��LQVSHFWRUV�RI�WKH�OLQJXLVWLF�NQRZOHGJH��
7ZR�SURIHVVRUV�LQ�RUGLQDU\�GDUN�VXLWV��ZLWKRXW�JRZQV��
%H\RQG�WKH�ZLQGRZ�WKH�QRUWK�HDVWHUQ�FROG�ZLQG�VZD\V�
7UHH�EUDQFKHV�DORQJ�WKH�TXLHW�/RQGRQ�E\ZD\��
$QG�LW�UXVWOHV�ZKROO\�GLVUHJDUGLQJ�WKLV�VROHPQ�PRPHQWXP��
7KRVH�WZR�PHQ�DGGUHVV�PH�DQG�VKDNH�P\�KDQG��
7KH\�RUGDLQ�PH��DQ�ROG�SRVWXODQW�RI�WKH�HVRWHULF�VFLHQFHV��
7KH\�PDNH�PH�GRFWRU�RI�WKH�+RO\�3KLORORJ\�VXE�VSHFLH�DIULFDQLWDWLV��
,Q� ����� %�:�� $QGU]HMHZVNL� EHFDPH� 3URIHVVRU� LQ� 62$6�� 7ZR� \HDUV�

ODWHU�KH�KDG�WR�UHWLUH�GXH�WR�WKH�VHYHUH�UHIRUP�ODXQFKHG�E\�0DUJDUHW�7KDWFKHU�
JRYHUQPHQW�� +H� FRQWLQXHG�� KRZHYHU�� KLV� UHVHDUFK� DQG� HGLWRULDO� ZRUN� DW� KLV�
KRPH�LQ�+DUSHQGHQ��ZKLFK�ZDV�DOZD\V�RYHU¿OOHG�ZLWK�KRVSLWDOLW\�DQG�D�FUHDWLYH�
DWPRVSKHUH��

3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL�KDG�D�PDVWHUO\�FRPPDQG�RI�6RPDOL��DQG�±�WR�D�
OHVVHU�H[WHQW�±�RI�2URPR��ZLWK�D�JUHDW�UHSHUWRLUH�RI�SURYHUEV��MRNHV��IRON�WDOHV�
DQG� SRHWU\�� 7KLV� DOORZHG� KLP� WR� XQGHUVWDQG� ERWK� WUDGLWLRQDO� FODQ� HOGHUV� DQG�
WKH�ZHVWHUQLVHG�LQWHOOHFWXDOV��+H�EURDGFDVWHG�IUHTXHQWO\�RQ�WKH�6RPDOL�VHUYLFH�
RI�WKH�%%&�UDGLR��ZLWK�ZKLFK�KH�FROODERUDWHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV��6RPDOLV�ZHUH�
FRPPRQO\�NQRZQ�DV�JUHDW�UDGLR�HQWKXVLDVWV�DQG�OLVWHQHG�WR�LW�LQ�EXVK�DV�PXFK�
DV�LQ�WRZQV��7KXV��KLV�QDPH�±�WKRXJK�GLI¿FXOW� WR�SURQRXQFH�±�EHFDPH�ZLGHO\�

�� �&I��-HU]\�3LHWUNLHZLF]��Ä3RHWD�'RFWXV´��7KH�/HDUQHG�3RHW���LQ��%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL��op.
cit���S�������

��  His PhD thesis was published under the title The Declensions of Somali Nouns��6FKRRO�
RI�2ULHQWDO�DQG�$IULFDQ�6WXGLHV��/RQGRQ�������

�� �&I��%�:��$QGU]HMHZVNL��op. cit.��SS����I��
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NQRZQ�LQ�6RPDOLD��,Q������KH�ZDV�WKH�¿UVW�IRUHLJQ�VFKRODU�WR�EH�DZDUGHG�WKH�
6RPDOL�6WDU�RUGHU�E\�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LQ�0RJDGLVKX��

Ruth Finnegan and Martin Orwin are of opinion that the Somali literary 
H[SHULHQFH� RI� 3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL�� ÄZLWK� LWV� YDULRXV� DQG� FKDQJLQJ� JHQUHV�
and its sensitivity to language and imagery adds further weight to our growing 
UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�FRPSOH[LW\�DQG�ZLW�RI�RUDO�IRUPV�DQG�RI�WKH�DUWV�RI�SHRSOHV�
RWKHUZLVH� KLGGHQ� WR� WKH� HOLWH�ZRUOGV� RI�:HVWHUQ� VFKRODUVKLS� EXW� GHVHUYLQJ� RI�
HTXDOO\�VHULRXV�VWXG\´����7KH\�JR�RQ�VD\LQJ� WKDW�Ä*RRVK¶V�ZULWLQJV�H[HPSOLI\�
WKH� UHZDUGV� RI� GHOYLQJ� GHHSO\�� DQG� ZLWK� DSSUHFLDWLRQ�� LQWR� WKH� OLWHUDU\�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�RI�D�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU�XQLTXH�FXOWXUDO�DQG�KLVWRULFDO�VHWWLQJV��ZLWK�
WKHLU�SULGH�LQ�ODQJXDJH��WKHLU�VRSKLVWLFDWHG�YHUEDO�JHQUHV��WKHLU�QRWDEOH�DZDUHQHVV�
RI�PHPRUL]DWLRQ�DQG�WH[W��DQG�WKHLU�SRHWLF�IUDPLQJ�RI�ZDUIDUH��VWUXJJOH��SULGH��
ORYH�� VXIIHULQJ� DQG� OHDUQLQJ´���� 3URIHVVRU� $QGU]HMHZVNL� ZDV� FKDUPHG� ZLWK�
&XVKLWLF�ODQJXDJHV�DQG�ULGLFXOHG�VHYHUHO\�DOO�WKRVH�ZKR�FRQVLGHUHG�WKHP�WR�EH�
XQGHUGHYHORSHG�DQG�SULPLWLYH��

2��MDN�SLĊNQH�GĨZLĊNL�Z\NV]WDáFLOL�QDVL�EUDFLD�]�SXVW\Ĕ�L�SXV]F]�
:�VZ\FK�UR]OLF]Q\FK�PRZDFK��6áXFKDV]��D�WX�ELMą�
0HWDOLF]QH�VDPRJáRVNL��PRFQH�MDN�]�JDUG]LHOL�VSLĪRZHJR�ZRáX��
+DUPRQL]XMą�Z�FDá\FK�SDVPDFK�U]XWyZ�MDN�SRMHGQDQLD�HFK�SR�EXU]\��
'ĨZLĊF]ą�VSyáJáRVNL��SRGZyMQLH�]ZDUWH�MDN�V]HUHJL�WDQFHU]\���
1LHSUDZGą�Vą�HXURSHMVNLH�SRGUyĪQLF]H�JOĊG\��R�VáyZ�XEyVWZLH��
2�NDOHFWZLH�VNáDGQL��R�EUDNX�DEVWUDNF\MQRĞFL�SRMĊü�
:�SRG]ZURWQLNRZ\FK�MĊ]\NDFK��7R�W\ONR�SURVWDFNLH�XSURV]F]HQLD�
/XG]L�]E\W�OHQLZ\FK��DE\�VLĊ�SRGMąü�SUDZG]LZLH�EDGDZF]HJR�WUXGX��
$E\�SU]HSá\Qąü�QD�GUXJą�VWURQĊ�VHPDQW\F]QHJR�6W\NVX���
Oh, how beautiful sounds were forged by our brothers from deserts and 

wilderness
,Q�WKHLU�YDULRXV�VSHHFKHV��<RX�KHDU�WKH�EHDWLQJ�
2I� WKH� PHWDOOLF� YRZHOV�� VWURQJ� DV� WKRVH� IURP� WKH� WKURDW� RI� D� EURQ]H�

EXOORFN��
7KH\�FRQFRUG�LQ�IXOO�VHULHV�OLNH�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�RI�HFKRHV�DIWHU�WKH�VWRUP��
&RQVRQDQWV�MLQJOH�LQ�D�GRXEOHG�JULS�OLNH�WKH�URZV�RI�GDQFHUV��
7KHUH�LV�QR�WUXWK�LQ�WKH�ZLVK�ZDVK�RI�WKH�(XURSHDQ�WUDYHOOHUV
$ERXW� WKH� VFDUFLW\� RI� ZRUGV�� V\QWDFWLF� ODPHQHVV�� DQG� ODFN� RI� DEVWUDFW�

notions
,Q�WKH�VXEWURSLFDO�ODQJXDJHV��,W�LV�D�FRDUVH�VLPSOL¿FDWLRQ�
2I�WKH�OD]\�SHRSOH��ZKR�GR�QRW�WDNH�WKH�WURXEOH�RI�D�WUXH�UHVHDUFK��
7R�UHDFK�WKH�RWKHU�VLGH�RI�WKH�VHPDQWLF�6W\NV�ULYHU��

�� Op. cit.��S�����
�� ,ELGHP��SS���I.
�� �&I��%RJXPLá�$QGU]HMHZVNL��op. cit.��SS����I��
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,W� LV�XQLYHUVDOO\�UHFRJQLVHG�WKDW�3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL¶V�ZULWLQJV�KDYH�
HQRUPRXV�FRPSDUDWLYH�DQG�WKHRUHWLFDO�LQWHUHVW��7KH\�ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�SHULRG�
ZKHQ� WKH� RUDO�IRUPXODLF� WKHRU\� ZDV� KHOG��$FFRUGLQJ� WR� LW�� XQZULWWHQ� OLWHUDU\�
IRUPV�ZHUH�VHHQ�DV�IROORZLQJ�WKH�SDWWHUQ�RI�ÄFRPSRVLWLRQ�LQ�SHUIRUPDQFH´�DQG�
XVLQJ�WKH�VWRUH�RI�RUDO�IRUPXODH��ZLWKRXW�¿[HG�WH[WV�RU�SHUPDQHQW�DXWKRUVKLS���
However, Professor Andrzejewski revealed how Somali poets used to spend 
PDQ\�KRXUV�DQG�GD\V�FRPSRVLQJ�WKHLU�DOOLWHUDWLYH�SRHPV�EHIRUH�WKH�SHUIRUPDQFH�
WRRN�SODFH��WKH\�XVHG�WR�IROORZ�WKH�6RPDOL�SUDFWLFH�RI�H[DFW�SRHWLF�PHPRULVDWLRQ�
DQG� WKH� UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI� WKH�XQZULWWHQ�SRHWLF� FRS\ULJKW��3URIHVVRU�*XĞ�ZDV�QRW�
WU\LQJ� WR� UHSODFH� RUDO�IRUPXODLF� WKHRU\� PRGHO� ZLWK� VRPH� FRXQWHU�WKHRU\�� +H�
UDWKHU�VWUHVVHG�WKH�H[LVWHQFH�RI�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�JHQUHV�RI�6RPDOL�OLWHUDWXUH�DQG�WKH�
GLIIHULQJ�SURFHVV�DQG�FRQYHQWLRQV�E\�ZKLFK�WKH\�ZHUH�FRQVWUXFWHG��LPSURYLVDWLRQ�
RFFXUUHG�WRR��DQG�LW�QRW�DOZD\V�IROORZHG�WKH�FODVVLFDO�DOOLWHUDWLYH�PRGHO���

3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL¶V�LQWHUHVW�ZDV�QRW�FRQ¿QHG�WR�6RPDOL�RUDO�SRHWU\�
EXW� HQFRPSDVVHG� WKH� DFFHOHUDWHG� JURZWK� RI� ZULWWHQ�� EURDGFDVW� DQG� WKHDWULFDO�
JHQUHV�� +DYLQJ� FRQWULEXWHG� WR� WKH� FUHDWLRQ� RI� WKH� 6RPDOL� VFULSW� DQG�ZLWK� KLV�
H[SHULHQFH� RI� WKH�%%&�6RPDOL� VHUYLFH�� KH� EHFDPH� VHQVLWLYH� WUDQVODWRU� RI� WKH�
6RPDOL�SRHWU\��QRYHOV�DQG�SOD\V��7KXV�KH�KLPVHOI�ZDV�LQWLPDWHO\�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�
WUDGLWLRQDO�RUDO�DQG�ZULWWHQ�OLWHUDU\�SURFHVV��

3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL�ZDV� DOVR� JLIWHG� SRHW� FRPSRVLQJ� LQ� 3ROLVK��+LV�
SRHPV�ZHUH�PDLQO\�SXEOLVKHG�DEURDG��WKHUHIRUH�WKH\�DUH�QRW�VXI¿FLHQWO\�NQRZQ�
LQ�KLV�IDWKHUODQG��+RZHYHU��LQ�WKH�3ROLVK�PLJUDWRU\�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKH\�HQMR\�JUHDW�
SRSXODULW\��,Q�WKH�3ROLVK�HGLWLRQ�RI�KLV�FUHDWLYH�ZULWLQJV�RQH�FDQ�¿QG�DQ�LQWHUHVWLQJ�
DVVHVVPHQW�RI�KLV� OLWHUDU\�RXWSXW��&]HVáDZ�0LáRV]��3ROLVK�1REHO�3UL]H�ZLQQHU��
DSSUHFLDWHV�3URIHVVRU¶V�RZQ�SRHWLF�VW\OH��ZKLFK�LV�GLI¿FXOW�WR�LQVHUW�LQWR�WKH�WUHQGV�
DQG�VFKRROV�RI�WKH�3ROLVK�SRHWU\��+H�FRQWLQXHV�VD\LQJ�WKDW�$QGU]HMHZVNL¶V�SRHWU\�
LV�DXWKHQWLF�DQG�YHU\�FORVH�WR�WKH�DXWKRU¶V�OLIH�H[SHULHQFHV����7R�VRPH�H[WHQW�KLV�
SRHWU\�LV�ÄD�SOD\LQJ�RI�D�OLQJXLVW´��0LáRV]�FRQFOXGHV��Ä,W�VHHPV�WR�PH�WKDW�WKH�
LPDJH�RI�WKH�FRQWHPSRUDU\�>3ROLVK@�SRHWU\�FDQ�QRW�EH�FRPSOHWH�ZLWKRXW�%RJXPLá�
$QGU]HMHZVNL��+H�ZDV�QRW�D�IROORZHU�RI�DQ\RQH��+LV�OLWHUDU\�FRQWULEXWLRQ�LV�YHU\�
SHUVRQDO�DQG�LQGHSHQGHQW��PD\EH�EHFDXVH�KH�GLG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�EH�D�SURIHVVLRQDO�
SRHW�´��

3URI��%RJXPLá�:LWDOLV�$QGU]HMHZVNL�UHPDLQHG�D�IDLWKIXO�VRQ�RI�KLV�QDWLYH�
FRXQWU\�� 6LQFH� WKH� �����WLHV� KH� KDV� EHHQ� SD\LQJ� IUHTXHQW� YLVLWV� WR� 3RODQG��
H[SHULHQFLQJ�LWV�XSV�DQG�GRZQV��+H�ZDV�LQYLWHG�E\�WKH�&RPPLWWHH�IRU�2ULHQWDO�
6WXGLHV� RI� WKH� 3ROLVK�$FDGHP\� RI� 6FLHQFHV� WR� JLYH� OHFWXUHV�� ,QYDOXDEOH� ZDV�

�� �&I��5XWK�)LQQHJDQ��0DUWLQ�2UZLQ��op. cit���S�����
�� ,ELGHP��S�����
�� � &I�� &]HVáDZ� 0LáRV]�� Ä3RHWD� Z� /HPXULL´� �7KH� 3RHW� LQ� /HPXULD��� LQ�� %RJXPLá�

Andrzejewski, op. cit.��S�����
�� ,ELGHP��S������
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KLV� DGYLFH�DQG� VXSSRUW� IRU� WKH�3ROLVK� UHVHDUFKHUV� VWXG\LQJ�$IULFDQ� ODQJXDJHV��
+H� WRRN� DQ� DFWLYH�SDUW� LQ� WKHLU� GRFWRUDO� VWXGLHV� DQG�SRVW�GRFWRUDO� SURFHGXUHV��
$V�PHQWLRQHG� DERYH�� KH�ZDV� H[WUHPHO\� LQYROYHG� LQ� WKH�ZRUN� RQ� SUHSDUDWLRQ�
of Literatures in African Languages�� SXEOLVKHG� E\�:LHG]D� 3RZV]HFKQD� DQG�
&DPEULGJH�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��

7KH� ¿UVW� V\PSWRPV� RI� KLV� LQFXUDEOH� VLFNQHVV� EHJDQ� WR� DSSHDU� DW� WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ�RI�������+RZHYHU�� LW�GLG�QRW�FKDQJH�KLV�KDELWV��,W�GLG�QRW� LQÀXHQFH�
KLV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�6RPDOL�FXOWXUH��+H�OLNHG�WR�PHHW�KLV�FROOHDJXHV�LQ�WKH�5HJHQW¶V�
+RXVH�DQG�IRU�KRXUV�WR�GLVFXVV�ZLWK�WKHP�RQ�VHULRXV�DQG�OHVV�VHULRXV�SUREOHPV��
,Q�WKH�¿QDO�\HDUV�RI�KLV�OLIH��ZKHQ�WKH�LOOQHVV�UHGXFHG�KLV�VWUHQJWK�DQG�HQHUJ\��
KH�PDQDJHG� WR� FDWDORJXH� DQG�SKRWRFRS\� DOO� KLV� XQSXEOLVKHG�PDQXVFULSWV� DQG�
he sent one set of them to one of his former students, then working at the 
,QGLDQD�8QLYHUVLW\��WKXV�JXDUDQWHHLQJ�IRU�SRVWHULW\�SUHFLRXV�OLWHUDU\�UHOLFV�RI�WKH�
FROODSVLQJ�6RPDOL�VWDWH��

3URIHVVRU�$QGU]HMHZVNL�GLHG�LQ�/RQGRQ�RQ�WKH��VW�'HFHPEHU�������MXVW�
EHIRUH�WKH�PLGQLJKW��

3URIHVVRU�%RJXPLá�:LWDOLV�$QGU]HMHZVNL��+LV�/LIH��6FLHQWL¿F�$FWLYLW\��DQG�3RHWU\


